
JOHN HAREN
STAFF WRITER

HTTP://OUTLOOK.MONMOUTH.EDU VOL. 83,  No. 14January 25, 2012

Site continued on pg.4

Asbestos continued on pg.3

INDEX
News
Op/Ed
Politics
Lifestyles
Entertainment
Features
Club and Greek

2
6
8

10
12
14
16

News Opinion Club & GreekEntertainment

page  4 page 7 page 16page 13VISIT US ONLINE
HTTP://OUTLOOK.MONMOUTH.EDU

Check out what concerts to save 
money for this year.

Visiting writer Robert Putnam is 
coming to campus next week for 
a lecture.

How many of you are still following 
New Year’s resolutions?

Read up on a spotlight of the 
University Dance Team.
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Winter Commencement Participation 
Increases by 10 Percent

Ambassador of Israel to U.S. Gives 
Keynote Speech at Second 
Annual Commencenment

GINA COLUMBUS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Books@monmouth 
Website Plans to Give 

Students Bargains

Asbestos Abatement 
Completed in 

Howard 
Hall 

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

Michael Oren, Ambassador of Israel to the United States, was this year’s Winter 
Commencement speaker. Oren also received an honorary degree during the ceremony.

With a rich, blue carpet cov-
ering the basketball court of the 
Multipurpose Activity Center, 
451 graduates sat in their chairs as 
they listened to various speeches, 
including one from the Ambassa-
dor of Israel to the United States, 
while awaiting their degrees at the 
second Winter Commencement 
on January 13, 2012. According 
to Vice President for Student and 
Community Services Mary Anne 
Nagy, Commencement participa-
tion was up 10 percent from last 
year’s event.  

Prior to the ceremony, gradu-
ates-to-be were floating in and 
out of Wilson Hall, donning 
bright smiles while getting their 
photos taken atop the grand stair-

case and other campus spots.  
Graduating students were not 

the only people on campus; there 
was a high volume of security for 
commencement speaker, Michael 
Oren, Ambassador of Israel to 
the United States. Oren, besides 
giving the keynote address, also 
received an honorary degree at 
the ceremony. The Princeton and 
Columbia University graduate is 
formally the Lady Davis Fellow 
of Hebrew University, as well as 
the Distinguished Fellow at the 
Shalem Center in Jerusalem. 

Also a writer, Oren has had 
several books published, includ-
ing bestseller Six Days of War: 
1967 and the Making of the Mod-
ern Middle East, and has served 
as a contributing editor to the 
New Republic. 

He has also written for the New 

York Times and the Wall Street 
Journal. “I enjoy, the most, put-
ting myself in a position of what 
I am writing about,” Oren said. 
“There’s a tendency for histori-
ans to, sort of, sit on judgment in 
history…they actually call them-
selves the ‘hangmen of history.’ I 
don’t view myself as a ‘hangman.’ 
My goal as a historian was not to 
pass judgment, but to understand.”

Oren has also been a visiting 
professor at Georgetown, Har-
vard and Yale Universities. 

“You know, I came into teach-
ing relatively late in my life and 
found it to be deeply fulfilling,” 
he said. “In fact, I feel I have 
learned more from my students 
than they have learned from me.”

The first floor of Howard Hall 
underwent an asbestos abatement 
which lasted for five days at the 
end of December.  Amid the pro-
cess, public access was prohib-
ited.  Facilities Management dis-
covered the problem as a result 
of loose tiles damaged by water 
infiltration.  

Patricia Swannack, Vice Presi-
dent for Administrative Services, 
says that knowledge of what to 
look for is important when deal-
ing with the suspicion of asbes-
tos.  “In our experience, we are 

aware of certain things that might 
indicate the presence of asbestos 
and that it can be hazardous if not 
properly handled.”  

The indicator, in this case, was 
the dimensions of the tiles pres-
ent in the affected area.  Accord-
ing to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health website, asbestos 
has been linked to specific tile 
dimensions that are used in floor-
ing.  Those dimensions are nine 
feet by nine feet and some 12 
feet by 12 feet tiles.  To be cer-
tain that asbestos was in fact in 
the tiles of that particular part of 
Howard Hall, samples were test-
ed by an independent laboratory 
and confirmed present in mini-
mal amounts. 

In taking precautionary mea-
sures to assure proper removal of 
the tiles, the University hired an 

A new platform for purchasing 
books called books@monmouth.
edu has arrived at the University.  
The website helps students buy 
their textbooks by integrating 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and 
all of their book necessities. 

Developer Sean Haufler, a ju-
nior studying computer science 
and economics at Yale Univer-
sity spent three months develop-
ing the website with one specific 
thing in mind. “I chose to build 
the website after I realized how 
much more expensive school 
bookstore prices were than online 
prices,” Haufler said. “I wanted 
to make the online shopping pro-
cess as easy as possible so more 
people would take advantage of 
these lower prices.”

The site allows for easy navi-

gation, and provides a procedure 
for searching and purchasing 
textbooks.  

Joshua Lewis, a University 
student who promotes and mar-
kets the site, attested to its sim-
plicity. “This allows for quick 
purchasing and convenience,” 
Lewis said.  “Also, other web-
sites do not compare books 
that are used, new and from the 
Monmouth Bookstore.”

The site is free to use.  As 
stated on the site, a tax of seven 
percent is included on purchases 
from the University bookstore, 
as are shipping charges on pur-
chases from Amazon.

To get started using the web-
site, enter the department in 
which the class is in.  Upon doing 
so, all classes will appear below 
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1/18-1/24

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SIMPLE ASSAULT/
STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/20/12 - 7:44 PM
MULLANEY HALL

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SIMPLE ASSAULT/
STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/20/12 - 1:30 AM
LAUREL HALL

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SIMPLE ASSAULT/
STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/21/12 - 4:35 AM
CEDAR HALL

PULA/STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/22/12 -1:35 AM
MULLANEY HALL

PULA(ARREST)/STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/22/12 -2:28 AM
ELMWOOD HALL

PULA/STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/22/12-3:53AM
WILLOW HALL

CREDIT CARD THEFT
1/21/12-1/22/12 - 3:00 AM-9:30 PM
MAPLEWOOD HALL

STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/21/12 - 1:21 AM
MULLANEY HALL

THEFT/ STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/21/12 - 3:20 AM
UNIVERSITY ROAD

Welcome from the President

Welcome back. And, if you are one of about 450 new students here, welcome to Monmouth University.

I trust you all had a great Winter Break and that you are ready to engage in the spring semester.  The 
semester will be filled with activities; athletic events in the MAC; the Spring Musical in February; the 
Global Understanding Convention in April; then we go out into the improving weather with spring sports, 
Spring Fest and lastly, a few good days at the beach. 

There will be a great deal going on.  Your most important task, however, is establishing an immediate 
and useful academic relationship with your new professors and focusing on good results in class.  Amer-
ica needs well-educated young leaders to take us back to prosperity.  You are our best hope.  Do well. 

Welcome back and … take care of each other.

Paul G. Gaffney II
President

P.S. Those of you within a semester or two of graduation should plan to talk to the Career  Services 
Office on the lower level of the Stafford Center.

To All of Our Students:

Welcome and Welcome Back!

I trust you enjoyed the holiday season and are well on your way to adjusting to life at Monmouth Uni-
versity.  The spring semester will go quickly so plan accordingly and take advantage of all that we have 
to offer.  

Come see the exciting new style of basketball being played by your HAWKS in the MAC - watch a 
film on Friday or Saturday night in Oakwood Hall - think about Spring Break in Disney with the Student 
Activities Board – and don’t forget to get your ticket to see four-time Grammy Award nominee Daughtry 
perform live in the MAC on Friday, April 20.  

All of this and more is at your fingertips on your campus.  Make it the best semester ever.  If you need 
help in any way, reach out - speak up - and ask for help from the myriad of offices that are here to assist 
you.

Take care of yourself and take care of each other.

My best wishes for a successful spring 2012 semester!

Mary Anne Nagy
Vice President for Student and Community Services

VP Student Services

Increased Attendance at 2012 Winter Commencement
Commencment continued from pg. 1

The ceremony, which started 
promptly at 1:30 pm, began with 
welcoming remarks from Presi-
dent Paul G. Gaffney II. Gaffney 
spoke of the students before him 
as “a class that I’ve seen grow 
with confidence. See, you took 
care of each other.”

Oren opened up his com-
mencement address with his 
roots. “Thank you for opening 
up your campus to me, a former 
Jersey boy…exit 145,” Oren said. 
Oren emigrated to Israel in 1979, 
and currently resides in Wash-
ington D.C. When asked what 
he considers his biggest accom-
plishment, he said, “my children 
– without hesitation.” 

In an interview prior to the 
ceremony, Oren said, “Though 
it may be hard to fulfill your 
dreams immediately, right now, 
graduating into tough times ac-
tually has its benefits, in that it 
toughens you and steels you. To 

tell them ‘hey, go out and live 
your dreams right now’ would be 
frivolous.” 

So naturally, in the beginning 
of the commencement address, 
he advised that giving a rosy 
speech at the ceremony “is dif-
ficult.” Instead, he instructed the 
graduates to tough it out. “Your 
dreams should never be aban-
doned, but they may have to be 
delayed.”

Oren continued, “I had one 
dream! I wanted to become Is-
rael’s Ambassador to the United 
States. It only took me for 40 
years to get there…it won’t take 
you that long. Stick to it.”

Oren also focused on the Great 
Depression. He explained that 80 
years ago, America was at the 
height of it, and a generation of 
Americans took on that state of 
the world and turned it around, 
making them “the greatest gen-
eration.” His appreciation for his 
own parents was spoken of, his 
father who served in the Korean 

War and worked in construction, 
and mother who attended col-
lege, became a teacher and later 
a family therapist. “We forget 
that those before us sacrificed 
so much, so that we could enjoy 
life,” he said. 

In closing, Oren said, “You are 
the ones who are going to have 
to tough it out. You will have to 
struggle perhaps, and you will 
have to take responsibility. You 
will be asked to give a great deal 
while learning not to expect or 
even ask much in return. But 
what you will receive, may not 
really fulfill your dreams, but ex-
ceed them. What you may create 
is a world that’s a better one. This 
is a time to form your own his-
toric legacy. This is your destiny, 
class of 2012… You will do all of 
that, and I assure you, you will be 
the newest, greatest generation.”

Dan Room, a recent graduate 
of finance, said the ambassador 
gave a very refreshing, intelli-
gent and emotional speech. “In-

stead of telling our graduating 
class that the world is a place full 
of rainbows, he instead spoke of 
the stern economic times and the 
tough job market. However, he 
was very inspirational and said 
that we should never lose focus 
of our dreams and that through 
hard work, we will be the great-
est generation America has ever 
seen.”

One of the two honorary de-
gree recipients was Harry Po-
zycki, chairman and founder of 
The Citizens Campaign, a vol-
unteer civic empowerment group 
that educates people on changing 
their communities even if they 
are not elected officials. Pozycki 
also served as the University’s 
Public-Servant-in-Residence in 
2007 and 2008. He is also re-
sponsible for New Jersey’s anti-
pay-to-play law. 

Pozycki also gave a speech 
after the conferral of his de-
gree. “I am deeply honored, and 
very humbled to be part of the 

Monmouth family.” He added a 
short anecdote about a Holocaust 
survivor, who believed that you 
can’t achieve the full venture of 
humanity without participating 
in your public arena. “Go forth 
and serve the citizen leaders, and 
make the Monmouth University 
community an example that in-
spires all Americans.”

Robert B. Sculthorpe, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees, 
made a few remarks to the 451 
graduates in the MAC. “We 
wish you success and fulfill-
ment, as you set out to realize 
your full potential and utilize 
the talents you have developed at 
Monmouth. I have confidence in 
you, our Monmouth University 
graduates. While we’re saying 
goodbye to you today, remember 
you will always be part of the 
Monmouth family. And we hope 
that you remain involved with 
your alma mater and return of-
ten. Good luck to you all, we will 
miss you…until we meet again.”

PHOTO COURTESY of Blaze Nowara

University students admire their diplomas and celebrate their gradu-
ation at the 2012 Winter Commencement.

PHOTO COURTESY of Blaze Nowara

Over 450 University students prepare to graduate at the 
January 2012 Winter Commencement.

MUPD HAS A NEW PHONE NUMBER:

732-571-4444
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Islamic Exhibition of 
Faith at Pollak Theatre

ANTHONY PANISSIDI
CO-NEWS EDITOR

Samina Quraeshi is an Islam-
ic author, artist and designer 
who specializes in photographs, 
calligraphic works and mixed 
media montages that seek to 
explain the diversity of Islamic 
expressions of faith. Her work 
will be displayed in the Pollak 
Theatre Gallery during a free 
exhibition on weekdays from 
9:00 am to 7:00 pm from Janu-
ary 30 to March 15.

The exhibition is entitled 
“Samina Quraeshi: Ref lections 
on a Sufi Path” and Quraeshi’s 
works ref lect her pilgrimage to 
the Sufi shrines of the Indus 
Valley. During the exhibition’s 
opening night, Quraeshi also 
will hold a book signing from 
5:00 to 7:00 pm on January 30. 
Sacred Spaces: A Journey with 
the Sufis of the Indus contains 
more than 250 color images, as 
well as essays by scholars and 
a Pakistani architect. The book 
discusses the musical, political 
and architectural dimensions of 
Sufism in South Asia.

Quraeshi said that she seeks 
to expose the University com-
munity to art and contempo-
rary expression through a lens 
of cultural studies. She wants 
a diverse audience to see the 
work that she created during 
a journey of personal spiritual 
discovery. 

“This work is an initiative to 
educate people about the mysti-
cal and spatial nuances of faith 
too often portrayed as mono-
lithic and uniform,” Quraeshi 
said. “The combination of word 
and image is vital to place-
based inquiry, especially in a 
project such as this.”

The exhibition is a part of the 
University’s Center for the Arts 
2011-2012 Journey Through Is-

lamic Cultures with Caravanse-
rai Series. The series spotlights a 
different culture each year, such 
as South Central Eastern Europe 
last year and Celtic Connections 
the year before that. Exploration 
of these themes includes gallery 
exhibitions, concerts, perfor-
mances, film screenings, lec-
tures, visiting authors and work-
shops among other activities.

 “Designed to introduce U.S. 
audiences to exciting and dy-
namic artists from the Muslim 
world, the Caravanserai program 
was launched by Arts Midwest 
in 2010 on behalf of the U.S. Re-
gional Arts Organizations with 
support from the Doris Duke 
Foundation for Islamic Art,” said 
Kelly Barratt, Marketing Coor-
dinator for the Arts at the Uni-
versity. “This year, Islamic cul-
ture was chosen in conjunction 
with being selected as one of five 
participating organizations in 
the U.S. to host two musical resi-
dences featuring traditional and 
contemporary Pakistani artists, 
and one film residency featuring 
a young and innovative Pakistani 
filmmaker.”

Quraeshi explained how she 
felt regarding the University 
choosing Islam this year. “This 
is not a preference for Islam over 
other faiths,” she said. “It is an 
exploration to widen the dis-
course that the mystical tradition 
of the Sufis is an important in-
f luence in this region.”

The exhibition first opened in Oc-
tober 2009 at Harvard University’s 
Peabody Museum. Quraeshi was 
raised in Pakistan and India. She 
has devoted her life to cultivating 
the vital relationship between art 
and culture through national and 
international initiatives as a way to 
foster greater understanding among 
people, according to a press release 
that announced the exhibition’s 
opening at the University.

New Website Advocates 
Suicide Prevention

JOANNA ZIETARA
CO-NEWS EDITOR

Three first-year students created 
an idea last semester that would al-
low MU Hawks to spread suicide 
awareness and express their concern 
with suicide.   

Antonia Popo and Alexandria 
McLean got 
inspired when 
they viewed 
a video from 
a Quinnipiac 
student entitled 
100 Reasons 
to Stay. They 
both decided to 
create the same 
concept using 
University students and asking them 
about their 101st reason to stay. 

“We were so moved by the origi-
nal video and we wanted to expand it 
at Monmouth,” Popo said. 

With the help of a friend and first-
year student Courtney Locke, they 
created a web-
site through 
Zorak and 
posted it onto 
the Monmouth 
Class of 2015 
F a c e b o o k 
page. The girls 
watched their 
concept spread 
as students 
posted their 
pictures on the 
Facebook page. Each student held 
an index card in front of the camera 
with a reason to stay.

“Within a few hours of posting 
the website, we had 50 or so entries,” 
Popo said. Each picture that was ap-
propriate to be posted made its way 

onto the What’s Your 101 MU? web-
site. Postings ranged from silly and 
funny to serious and profound. Some 
of the postings included: “To play 
with your old toys again,” “To go 
on an adventure,” To find your other 
half,” “To succeed in your dream 
job,” “To change someone’s life” and 
“To blow away a crowd.”

Popo and Mclean said that they 
never expected the website to be-
come such a hit and plan to have it up 
for as long as students keep posting 
pictures. Both students have person-
al reasons for raising suicide aware-
ness at the University.

“We both had friends either take 
their lives or friends who were very 
serious about considering it,” Popo 
said. 

Samantha Palmucci, Popo’s and 
Mclean’s Resident Assistant, is 
proud of the girls’ work and hopes 

their idea sticks around for years to 
come.

“It would be amazing for the web-
site to get even bigger than it is now. I 
posted a picture myself, but it would 
be amazing if every Monmouth stu-
dent posted one,” Palmucci said. 

With some of the postings being 
silly, Popo and Mclean got some 

negative feed-
back from other 
students about 
the postings not 
being serious 
enough. “I don’t 
care about that. 
Heck, if you 
love Spongebob 
that much then 
that is definitely 

a reason to live. If something makes 
you smile, why not, right? Some kid 
posted Cheez-its, sure it’s silly but he 
must really love Cheez-its the way I 
see it, if you’ll miss it when you’re 
gone, it’s a reason to stay,” Popo said. 

As for expanding the awareness, 
both girls have 
a few groups 
on campus of-
fering to sup-
port them. “It’s 
still a prema-
ture idea, but 
walks, brace-
lets, anything to 
get it out there. 
Eventually we 
want to donate 
any profits to a 

suicide awareness charity,” Mclean 
said. 

In order to submit a picture, 
students can either post it on the 
Monmouth Class of 2015 Facebook 
page or send them to the e-mail link 
on the website. 

outside contractor who spe-
cializes in asbestos abatement.  
A second company was in tan-
dem to further compliment the 
safe removal of the asbestos.  
“We also engaged Birdsall En-
gineering to monitor the work to 
ensure that the project was per-
formed in compliance with es-
tablished guidelines,” Swannack 
said.  Those guidelines, enacted 
by The Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) 
and the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor, not only enforce 
a stringent protocol of asbestos 
removal, but also accredit abate-
ment companies to safe disposal 
of the building material.  

The word asbestos alone can 
alarm the public, but it is impor-
tant to remember that asbestos-
containing materials are safe as 
long as they are in sound condi-
tion and untouched.  According 
to the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s website, the 
problem with asbestos usually 
occurs during remodeling or de-
molition when the disturbance 
can cause the microscopic fibers 
to become airborne and cause a 
threat to the public’s health.  If 
the asbestos is considered fri-
able, inhalation of the material 

Asbestos Removed 
from Howard Hall

During Break
Asbestos continued from pg.1 poses problematic respiratory 

repercussions.  Friable asbestos 
material is an element that, when 
dry, can be easily granulated and 
disintegrated by hand into a pow-
der.  

Asbestos does serve several 
beneficial uses in the building in-
dustry.  The most important one 
being its ability not to burn in the 
presence of fire.  The EPA’s web-
site also credits it with being a 
poor conductor of electricity, an 
excellent thermal insulator and 
an impressively non-corrosive 
material.  The fact that it does 
not corrode explains why the 
material still exists in buildings 
which are 75 to 100-years-old.  

Jess Rinaldi, a sophomore, was 
pleased to hear about the Univer-
sity’s prompt and attentive re-
sponse to the problem.  “It makes 
me feel safe that they [the Uni-
versity] acted in a timely manner 
and hired professionals to do the 
job,” she said. “It reiterates the 
high standard of safety here and 
that is a comforting thing.”

To make certain Howard Hall 
was ready for the return of stu-
dents, faculty and staff after 
winter break, air samples were 
conducted with exemplary re-
sults which are needed to pass 
the OSHA and NJ Department of 
Labor standards.

“It’s still a premature idea, but walks, 
bracelets, anything to get it out there. 

Eventually, we want to donate any 
profits to a suicide awareness charity.”

ALEXANDRIA MCLEAN
Co-Founder of “What’s Your 101 MU?”

“We both had friends either take their 
lives or friends who were very serious 

about considering it.”
ANTONIA POPO

Co-Founder of “What’s Your 101 MU?”

THE PROVOST’S FILM SERIES 2012 
SCHEHERAZADE: TELL ME A STORY  

(2009) Not Rated 
Monday, January 30, 2012; 7:30 pm 

Pollak Theatre, Monmouth University 
Discussant: Dr. Maysa Hayward, Dean of E-Learning, Ocean County College 

Free of charge and open to all 

Karim and Hebba are a young married and loving couple. Both 
have great careers. Karim is just about to be appointed as ed-
itor-in-chief of the greatest governmental newspaper. Hebba 
is the hostess of much appreciated TV programs about female 
victims, e.g., daughters who are buried alive because of  
improper behavior, people drowning when attempting illegal 
immigration to Europe. Karim is told that he will only be  
appointed if his wife avoids political topics. He does persuade 
her to make programs on ordinary people instead. But her 
"non-political" programs will become even more repugnant to 
the authorities.                       (Synopsis taken from the IMDb web site.) 

 
Organized by the Provost’s Off ice and the Office for Global Initiatives 
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The University will welcome 
renowned author Robert D. Put-
nam to speak in Wilson Audito-
rium on January 27. 

Putnam has written many po-
litical books including his most 
famous, Bowling Alone and 
Making Democracy Work. Put-
nam is also the Malkin Profes-
sor of Public Policy at Harvard 
University and the director of the 
Manchester 
G r a d u a t e 
Programme 
in Social 
C h a n g e . 
Putnam has 
been called 
“the most 
inf luent ial 
a c a d e m i c 
in the world 
today,” ac-
cording to 
the Lon-
don Sun-
day Times. His books, although 
controversial, discuss American 
politics and what he feels has 
gone wrong with our government 
and what needs to be done to fix 
the situation today.

Putnam is credited with devel-
oping what is known as, “The 
two-level game theory,” which 
assumes that international agree-
ments will only be successfully 
brokered if they result in domes-
tic benefits. It is only another 
aspect to his long resume and 

contributions to society. Aside 
from the books he has written 
and the theory that has changed 
the way governments think and 
interact, Putnam has also helped 
change and shape the globe first 
hand by serving as an advisor to 
presidents and national leaders 
around the world. 

Putnam is a member of several 
societies including, the British 
Academy, the American Philo-
sophical Society and the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Scienc-

es. He is the former President of 
the American Political Science 
Association and the recipient 
of the Skytte Prize, which is an 
award given yearly to the person 
who has made the most valuable 
contribution to political science. 
Putnam is also the winner of the 
American Political Science As-
sociation’s 2011 Woodrow Wil-
son Foundation’s award for the 
best book on government, poli-
tics or international affairs. 

Because of his vast experi-

Author and Political Influencer 
Robert Putnam to Speak at University

ence, the University knows that 
not only does he have a lot to 
share about his success as an au-
thor, but also much to share with 
students interested in politics, 
government and international af-
fairs. 

James Seip, a senior history 
major, is particularly excited for 
this event and shares his thoughts 
on Putnam’s visit. 

“It’s amazing that someone 
that has done so much in the field 
of political science and for our 

own gov-
ernment is 
coming to 
share his 
t h o u g h t s 
and views 
with us 
here at 
Monmouth. 
I’m excit-
ed to hear 
about his 
books, but 
also listen 
to what he 

feels is important to share with 
us on his visit here,” Seip said.

Tyler Bischoff, a senior politi-
cal science major who is current-
ly interning in Washington D.C., 
wishes he could attend the event 
and urges students to attend. 

“I think it can benefit students 
a lot because many times, Put-
nam shows why politics matter 
and how civil engagement is im-
portant, especially at a college 
level,” Bischoff said.

The presentation will be free 

NICOLE FERA
STAFF WRITER

 

 

Participate in the 23rd  

National African American  
Read-In Chain 

 
 

Celebrate the writings of African American authors 
as a reader or as a volunteer helping children  

with literacy activities. 
 

When: February 6, 2012 
Time: 8:45am-2:00pm 

Where: Monmouth University, Anacon Hall 
Sponsored by:  The Center for Student Success and  

West Side Christian Academy 
 

For information, contact: Marilyn Ward (mward@monmouth.edu) 
 

Dream Big, Work Hard, Accomplish Much! 

the department search bar.  If 
the student is unsure of the de-
partment that his or her class is 
in, he or she can hit the “show 
all” button that displays all de-
partments.  

Next, select the green plus but-
ton on the side column and add 
it to the selected section of the 
website.  Click generate (or reset 
if necessary to start over), and the 
website displays the used, new, 
and University bookstore prices 
for the searched textbook.  

Haufler said that he included 
bar graphs in the price compari-
son because it helps people make 
their shopping decisions without 

thinking too much about num-
bers. “The correct shopping deci-
sion just seems to pop out at you 
from the webpage,” he said.

After selecting all of the texts 
necessary to the student, select 
the “export to Amazon” but-
ton.  This will allow the student 
to complete the transaction and 
purchase all selected textbooks.
Kathy Booth, Assistant Man-
ager of the University bookstore, 
doesn’t think this will have an ef-
fect on textbook sales at the Uni-
versity.

“I don’t think it’ll make a dif-
ference, students always search 
for other options online but wind 
up buying from the bookstore 
anyways. It will make it easier to 

Textbook Website Exclusive 
to Monmouth Students

Site continued from pg. 1

“It’s amazing that someone that has 
done so much in the field of political 

science and for our own government is 
coming to share his thoughts and views 

with us here at Monmouth.”
JAMES SEIP

Senior History Major

and open to all students and the 
public. It is scheduled to begin 
at 2:30 pm. Space is limited and 

reservations must be made to en-
sure a spot. The Honors school is 
sponsoring the event.  

PHOTO COURTESY of www.stltoday.com

Putnam will discuss his experience in the field of politics as well as his 
published books on January 27.

search but I don’t think it’ll have 
an effect on our sales,” Booth 
said. 

Booth also discussed other op-
tions at the bookstore that will 
save students money.

“We have implemented the 
renting books option last fall and 
we also have the used books op-
tion. Both options will surely save 
students money,” Booth said. 

As far as the projection for the 
website in the coming semesters, 
Lewis said that he has high hopes.  
Lewis said that its function seems 
to be delivering a worthwhile ser-
vice as fellow students have ap-
proached and thanked him for the 
site as its popularity continues to 
grow.  
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 A T T E N T I O N     S T U D E N T S   
Welcome Back!! At this time, we also recommend that you begin to 
consider how your career at Monmouth University will end. 

In order to be on target to complete your degree requirements and 
graduate, the ORR urges you to apply for graduation no later than     
1 year prior to your anticipated graduation date.  By applying early, 
this affords you the opportunity to receive an official degree audit 
from the Registrar’s Office indicating if you are ‘anticipated complete’ 
with your registered courses.  If you are not ‘anticipated complete’, 
having this additional time allows you the opportunity to register for 
any additional required courses or requirements. 

Good luck with your coursework this semester! 
~The ORR 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THESE IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE  
MAY 2012 GRADUATION: 

 March 1st, 2012: Deadline to submit Graduation Applications 
through e-FORM’s 

 April 15th, 2012: Deadline to submit any additional e-FORM's 
requests (i.e. Substitutions, Waivers, Declare/Remove Minor, etc.)  
**Please note: e-FORM requests received after the deadline dates will not be processed** 

2nd Annual

Off-Campus Housing Fair

Sponsored by the Monmouth University Office of Off-Campus and Commuter Services

Tuesday, February 7th
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, Anacon Hall

The Student Center

Thinking about living off-campus in 2012/1013?

Begin your search for off-campus housing by visiting 
the 2nd Annual Off-Campus Housing Fair.  You’ll have 
a chance to meet with local realtors and apartment 
companies, as well as officials from the surrounding 
communities and representatives from the University.  
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Before You Leave the Great Lawn...

Once mid-January came around, 
Hawks were bustling back to class-
es, anticipating (or not) for another 
semester. Many students may have 
been groaning at how quickly 
winter break passed as they were 
already spending hundreds of dol-
lars on more textbooks. But for 
approximately 1,000 seniors, they 
have been feeling like the opposite 
end of the spectrum. 

For those graduating, including 
several Outlook editors, these next 
few months as Monmouth Hawks 
will be our last. And if you’re not, 
well, you still need to take advan-
tage of what the University and its 
surrounding community has to of-
fer. Not to get all sentimental about 
it, but seniors, you can be miserable 
and fearful of the dark and fright-
ening ‘real world’ out there, or you 
can stand tall, stand proud and most 
importantly, stand Blue and White. 

Here are some tips to abide by 
to make your final undergraduate 
semester at the University your 
greatest and most memorable yet.

Soar, Hawks. Not literally, but 
get on a plane and do some trav-
eling! If you had the opportunity 
to study abroad in Italy, Spain, 
England or Australia, that’s great 
news. If you’re a senior and 
weren’t able to fulfill such a wish, 
you can still do your own travel-
ing in the tri-state area, or even 
West Long Branch itself with the 
friends we’ll be surrounded with 
until May. Take as many random 
trips as possible, whether it’s to 
Atlantic City, New York or any-
where in between. It might be the 
last chance to do something like 

that; once you get a ‘real job’ you 
may not have the option to take 
vacation time for quite a while. 
Don’t forget about your own back-
yard here at the University. Never 
been to Pier Village to eat at It’s 
Greek to Me or the Turning Point? 
Try them both, you won’t regret it. 

Another way to make your last 
semester count is visiting parts 
of the campus that you may have 
never really seen before. How of-
ten have you been in the Woods 
Theatre, or even investigated all 
of the different turns and twists of 
Wilson Hall?

Explore all of your interests, 
even the ones that don’t have to 
do with your major. College is the 
only place where there is an abun-
dance of lectures, presentations, 
Q & A’s, sporting events, movies 
and art shows hosted, more often 
than not, by speakers from all over 
the world. If we’re paying over x 
amount of dollars a year for tuition, 
don’t you want to make sure you 
get every penny’s worth? Events 
such as the On Screen, In Person 
series or even the Black Maria 
Film Festival are interesting places 
to partake in new, interesting uses 
of film. Participate in the Visiting 
Writers series, as well. It’s all free, 
so why not take advantage of it?

Okay, so the real world is creep-
ing up on all of us. One of the 
toughest things college students 
struggle with is landing a job after 
graduation. It’s a reality everyone 
has to face; however, every begin-
ning is an ending. We just don’t 
know it at the time. Don’t let the 
negativity of a less than successful 
job search affect making a positive 
last semester at Monmouth. Your 

dream job and you will meet, re-
gardless if you have it this coming 
May.

Whether you’re graduating or 
not, take notice of the people you 
spend your time with. There are 
friendships that hopefully will 
continue to exist long after gradu-
ation has become a memory. Enjoy 
the ability to simply hang out and 
have conversations face-to-face 
in your dorm, apartment or house 
with each other. Spend as much 
time with your friends as you can. 
After spending every Monday and 
Tuesday together for the past few 
years, working at The Outlook has 
become more of a family than a 
staff. It’s more than a workplace, 
because it’s become a home. This 
is the attitude upcoming graduates 
should consider.

A simple walk could be the 
best way to check out the cam-
pus before one leaves for the ‘real 
world’ and really put a place in 
their heart for the home of the 
Monmouth Hawks. By doing all 
this, it should generate enough 
memories and feelings to make it 
somewhat easier to say good-bye 
to the University.

Do things outside of your com-
fort zone. Take that job you’re a 
little nervous about. Join an orga-
nization, even if you don’t know 
anyone in it. Go to one of the 
movie screenings in Oakwood 
Hall. Don’t worry if you can’t get 
someone to watch the movie with 
you; everyone watches a movie in 
silence anyway! 

Be a little adventurous and you 
might surprise yourself. Look 
forward, future leaders, but re-
member where you came from.
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Beyoncé’s Blue Baby

When’s the Next Election?
ANDREA DOOLEY

STAFF WRITER

It’s interesting to me that all of a 
sudden, my generation is the genera-
tion in charge. It seems like just yes-
terday I was graduating high school, 
and now, in just a few short months, 
I’ll be graduating college, looking to 
move out of my parents house, join 
the work force and begin my life as 
a real person. 

Someone once said to me that our 
generation is the first and only gener-
ation that could go away to school for 
four years, graduate, and then move 
back in with their parents. It’s the sad 
hard truth of what our lives as young 
Americans has become. It seems that 
finding a steady job right out of col-
lege that can supply you with a decent 
salary and benefits has become less 
and less likely. 

After spending X amount on four 
years of education, it is nothing less 
then frustrating to know that using 
your degree and your good grades as 
a means to getting a job that interests 
you isn’t enough anymore. It seems 
the old saying “it’s not what you 
know, but who you know,” is more 
valid than ever before. 

Why is that? Why is it so tough for 
post grads to find stability in the work 
force, and begin their adult lives? 
Some of our parents were married 
with children when they were our 
age, while now; most of us are still 
children ourselves.

You need to ask, what is going to 
become of the world if we can’t let go 
of childhood?

With 2012 here, presidential elec-
tion campaigns are a hot topic of dis-
cussion, but how many of us, espe-
cially at the University, can name all 

of the presidential candidates?
To feed my own curiosity, I asked 

a few fellow students what they knew 
about the election, and who they 
thought they were going to vote for. 
The answers, to be honest, did not 
surprise me. Most people my age 
could not tell me more than two can-
didates, and most had no idea what 
political party those candidates be-
longed. 

I will admit, I’m no better. I have 
no interest in politics whatsoever, 
mostly because I truly believe every 
politician is liar and a thief, but that’s 
beside the point. It is our generation 
that can change the way we live, or we 
can let it continue in the downward 
spiral without attempting to make a 
difference. 

In the 2008 election, I was just two 
months short of being able to vote, 
and that didn’t phase me at all. I feel 

ANNA CHAMBERLAN
STAFF WRITER

“I’m going to get back in 
shape.” “I’m going to quit smok-
ing.” “ I am going to do more for 
the community.” These phrases 
seem to be part of every conver-
sation from December 26 up un-
til after New Year’s Eve. 

New Year’s resolutions seem 
to have become a cultural norm 
during the holidays, but at the 
same time people have become 
so desensitized that there is re-
ally no true desire behind these 
self improvements for the New 
Year. 

If we make these empty prom-
ises every year that never get 
seen through, a question comes 
to mind, why?

Let’s face it, most of us who 
decide to take on a New Year’s 
resolution and end up forgetting 
about it, or give up by the time 
Valentine’s Day rolls around. So 
why bother if we are not going to 
fully commit? Advertising has a 
part in it. 

Usually around the holiday 
season, there are tons of com-
mercials that offer great deals 
on gym memberships, or support 
groups to help you quit smok-
ing. Even restaurants and other 

vendors create drinks, food, and 
hold retail sales that will “help 
you start off New Year resolution 
right.” 

Having all these tools for self- 
improvement advertising 24/7, it 
is hard not to get swept up in the 
spirit of improving for the New 
Year. If you have set a resolution 
for 2012, that is fine, but there 
are a few things you may want to 
think about before you start hit-

ting the gym and signing up for 
every club that seems appealing.

First, why are you choosing 
this commitment? Many people 
choose resolutions like losing 
weight, community service, or 
being a better person because 
they are the most common. Just 
because others are choosing a 
certain resolution does not mean 
it is the best for you. 

It should be something that you 
are doing for you. If you really 
want to make the best of it, try 

sitting down and making a list of 
goals you want for the year and 
from there you can make the best 
goals for yourself. If it is some-
thing you really want it will be a 
lot easier to be committed. 

Do not be afraid to share your 
resolution either. Who knows, 
maybe a friend or group of 
friends has the same idea. It will 
make it easier to succeed if you 
have a support system. 

Second, is it realistic? Obvi-
ously the reason we choose New 
Year resolutions is to do some-
thing positive, but we can choose 
goals that can be out of reach. 
Trying to reach such a big goal so 
quickly can backfire. 

For example instead of say-
ing “I’m getting straight A’s for 
the semester” (not that it is not 
possible), a better way might be 
“I’m going to increase my study 
time by an hour” or “I’m going 
to dedicate one to two hours ev-

Three...Two...One...Happy New Year!

We all know how ridiculously 
famous Beyoncé is: there is no 
one out there that doesn’t know of 
her existence. She can even make 
grocery shopping look fierce. 

No one can resist from busting 
out of their chairs every time her 
hit “Single Ladies” comes on, 
doing their best interpretation of 
Beyoncé. 

Don’t sit there and shake your 
head, you know you’ve done it. 
For the people who are reading 
this and going, “I’ve never, ever 
done that,” you’ve probably done 
it the most, don’t deny it. 

Straying away from Beyoncé 
wannabes, her career is im-
mense; filled with Destiny’s 
Child and solo album hits. 

If you had to look to any one 
celebrity, to see who did every-
thing right it would come down 
to one word: Beyoncé. 

A few years after marrying 
the infamous rapper Jay-Z, they 
kicked their marriage up a notch 
(or nine months to be exact) and 
announced that they were going 
to have a baby. 

Let’s back track to last years 
VMA’s: Beyoncé comes out on 
stage singing her song “Love 
on Top,” the song that would 
make you reach for the volume 

and turn it up to its loudest. 
Through the entire performance 
she’s dancing and sing-
ing, making it seem ef-
fortless, while wearing a 
glittery blazer. 

Once she is finished 
dancing around with the 
microphone stand, she 
struts (notice not walk, 
but struts) along the run-
way of the stage. 

After she carries her 
song until its very last 
powerful note, she un-
fastens the button on 
her blazer to reveal the 
blouse she wore un-
derneath it, unveiling 
her baby bump, and the 
crowd goes wild. 

And that’s what start-
ed giant shenanigans: 
the pregnancy rumors 
and the paparazzi trying 
to get pictures of her and 
her baby bump. 

It was like looking for 
America’s Most Wanted, 
except the person that 
was most wanted wasn’t 
even born yet...and 
wasn’t a criminal. 

Everyone was wait-
ing for Beyoncé’s and 
Jay-Z’s baby to arrive, 
waiting to catch a glimpse of the 
little newborn.Finally the baby 

RACHEL GRAMUGLIA
STAFF WRITER

came, given the full name of 
Blue Ivy Carter. 

With a name so strange, quite 
the story comes with it. 

The “Blue” portion of her 
name derives from Jay-Z’s new-

est album Blueprint that 
is a major hit. 

A song titled “Glory” 
features the newborn, 
making her the youngest 
recording artist on the 
music billboard. 

The “Ivy” part of her 
name comes from a num-
ber of things, most impor-
tantly the number four. 
Both Beyoncé and Jay-Z 
have the Roman numeral 
IV tattooed on their ring 
fingers, they were married 
on the 4th of April, Beyon-
cé’s birthday is the 4th of 
September, Jay-Z’s birth-
day is the 4th of Decem-
ber, and Beyoncé released 
her fourth album this year. 

After Blue Ivy was 
born, post pregnancy ru-
mors began to stir. People 
questioned whether or 
not Beyoncé faked the 
pregnancy, and adopted 
a baby. 

Really people? How 
could Beyoncé, a woman 
who openly announced her 
pregnancy on the VMA’s, 
fake a pregnancy? 

What could she have 
done, stuff her shirt to make it 
look round? What are we, five-

years-old playing house? 
No. Beyoncé wasn’t a teenager 

looking to be on the show “Teen 
Mom,” she just wanted a little bit 
of privacy. 

She wanted to keep her fam-
ily life private, and I think we 
should do nothing but applaud 
her. 

Most celebrities would be 
soaking in all of the attention to 
only crash and burn later (Kim 
Kardashian’s wedding/marriage/
divorce would be a prime exam-
ple). 

I feel like certain things are 
blurred for celebrities when it 
comes to their private lives. 

I understand that they are ce-
lebrities and are always in the 
spotlight, but certain things 
shouldn’t be showcased for ev-
eryone to know. 

Cool beans, we all found out 
Beyoncé was pregnant, but that 
doesn’t mean we have to track 
her life and hunt her down for the 
first baby photos.

 I don’t think we should hype 
up things like celebrity pregnan-
cies or a wedding, or anything 
that is a part of someone’s pri-
vate life. 

Despite all the hype, rumors, 
and shenanigans concerning 
Beyoncé and Jay-Z’s baby, Blue 
Ivy, we can all agree that this 
was definitely “destiny’s child.”

like some people voted just for the 
sake of it, because they were of age 
and figured why not, but people for 
sure voted without any real knowl-
edge of who or what they were voting 
for. 

We’re an opinionated generation, 
that’s for sure, but our priorities are 
not what older generations think they 
should be. We are all about living life 
without cares, without worries, and 
there is nothing wrong with that, but 
in reality, we do need to start making 
real life decisions, such as “Who will 
be the next leader of our country?” 

The 2012 election will affect us the 
most. Our parents for the most part 
are on the brink of retirement; they 
have worked, paid their dues, and 
raised us as they felt necessary. They 
voted for what they believed in, and it 
has brought us to where we are now. 
We are a country billions of dollars in 

debt, at the so-called “end” of a war 
overseas, and the laughing stock of 
the rest of the world. 

We need to ask ourselves, is it fair 
that nonhard-working American can 
receive health care? Is it right that the 
price of oil fluctuates so often because 
someone somewhere said so? Do we 
want to live paycheck to paycheck 
when we have a college degree? Do 
we want our kids to live during a time 
when it will cost $20 to see a movie?

The 2012 election gives us the 
power to choose whether our country 
sinks or float in the global economy, 
because right now we’re headed for 
an iceberg. I urge everyone to fol-
low the 2012 presidential candidates. 
Learning about their standings is as 
easy as following @MnmthUProb-
lems, and while they may be less en-
tertaining, they are more important in 
the long run.

PHOTO COURTESY of mtv.com

The MTV VMAs 2011 was when Beyoncé 
revealed her pregnancy.

ery weekend at the library.” By 
simplifying a larger goal into a 
smaller solid idea, it stops you 
from putting more pressure on 
yourself. 

Another perfect example of 
an unrealistic resolution is com-
mitting yourself to getting back 
into shape/exercising more. They 
sit there looking miserably at 
their salads, or are on the verge 
of passing out after being on the 

treadmill for over an hour trying 
to lose those 15 pounds, just to 
end up at McDonalds at 2:00 am 
two weeks later. There are easier 
ways to go about this.

Taking small steps is a lot more 
effective. Taking a different 
route by going to the gym once 
a week can be less stressful, and 
all around healthier. 

Smaller steps will give you 
time to see if your goal is some-
thing that you really want to do, 
and if you want to increase you’re 

New Year’s resolutions seem to have become a cultural 
norm during the holidays, but at the same time people 
have become so desensitized that there is really no true 
desire behind these self improvements for the New Year. 

commitment. Sometimes we are 
focused on reaching for the stars, 
that we can miss out on other 
things or lose sight of what we 
are really trying to do in the long 
run.

 Finally, how far are you will-
ing to commit? This a big issue 
when it comes to making New 
Year’s resolutions and goals in 
general. Some people have no 
problem dedicating their time 
to one or more tasks. However, 
there are the rest of us that may 
have problems with seeing things 
through. 

I myself have trouble finishing 
projects I start. If you have a fear 
of commitment, or just do not 
have a lot of extra time on your 
hands, have no fear. Resolutions 
are not signed in blood. They can 
be short term and they do not 
have to necessarily be about you. 

They can be little things like 
donating a few hours to an ani-
mal shelter or a soup kitchen. 
There is no reason to feel de-
feated if you decide if a commit-
ment does not work out, just try 
something new until you find the 
right thing. 

Even if you decide not to take 
on a resolution, that can be a res-
olution in itself and a joke to you 
and your friends.
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With the current generations 
in America  who have been 
brought up learning that both 
men and women are equal, fi-
nally beginning to override the 
sexist powers, a female presi-
dent might be something seen in 

the not too distant future. With 
the rate of the public’s chang-
ing views on the topic, perhaps 
even within the next 15 years.

Jessica Costello, a fresh-
man, says “We need to wait for 
a candidate to come around to 
change America’s single mind-

Female President Anyone?

ALYSSA GRAY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY of hillaryclinton2008..com 

Hillary Clinton at a ralley during her run for the Democratic Nomination in 2008.

Ron Paul: Who is He?

If you were to ask any individ-
ual who the leader in global pow-
er was, most would have at least 
considered the United States. 
And why should they not? 

Aside from the reality that 
America has been able to grapple 
its way into free country status, 
there is also the fact that it’s one 
of the strongest contributors in 
the free market, while also prid-
ing itself in new innovations and 
beneficial risk taking. 

Why is it that the very country, 
known for cutting edge advanc-
es, has yet to employ an overdue 
concept, a female president?

The very concept of a female 
leader has been established for 
centuries, usually applied in the 
form of a Queen from some sort 
of hierarchical system; this form 
however has experienced some 
design changes to make it more 
applicable to the twentieth cen-
tury, democratic standpoint. 

Several nations such as Sri 
Lanka, India and the United 
Kingdom have been bringing 
women into high authority’s po-
sitions and utilizing them, to ad-
vance their countries and what-
ever purposes they may aspire 
for. It’s a bold statement, one 
that is thunderously overcoming 
the sexism that has been ever so 
prominent since the birth of lead-
ership roles. So, again, where is 
America in this capable wave of 
female engagement?  

“I feel that America fears 
change. Many question a wom-

an’s ability to lead, when many 
actually are really great leaders,” 
says freshman Olivia Caruso. It 
all stems back to the strong sex-
ist ideologies that had tainted the 
previous generations before this 
one’s current, and there is nobody 

to blame for that. At that time it 
was simply a way of thinking, 
however it is still a mindset that 
has derailed most sorts of female 
political progression. The closest 
to this change was Hillary Clin-
ton in 2008, who lost the Demo-
cratic nomination to President 

After Hillary Clinton, Who Will be the Next Female to Shoot for the Presidency?
Obama.

Professor Robert Cushman, an 
anthropology professor here at the 
University, believes that not only 
gender roles and stereotypes play 
a part, but also the age of the vot-
ers might be holding a certain ef-

fect over the polls. “I think a good 
percentage of voters in the last few 
elections were still in the older 
age bracket and from a time where 
they believed the president should 
be a man, or that a man would do 
a better job than a woman would” 
says Cushman.

edness.” In order for this change 
to occur though, several aspects 
need to be taken into account in 
order to make the best decision.  
According to Cushman, “There 
would be hurdles a female presi-
dent would have to deal with 
and overcome. There could be 
respect issues, from some in 
our own countries as well as 
from leaders in others. However 
it’s nothing a female president 
couldn’t handle or overcome.”

This candidate would have to 
be able to defy the stereotyped 
norms that society has associat-
ed with a woman, very much like 
the way President Obama had 
to overcome all segregated jabs 
merely based off of the color of 
his skin. 

Such a candidate would need to 
put up a strong emotional front, 
yet still hold enough charm and 
personality that would make 
such a person interesting enough 
to captivate the audience’s atten-
tion; something that many criti-
cize Hilary Clinton for not being 
able to accomplish, despite her 
cool, calculated exterior. 

All in all, America is finally 
taking action towards the very 
change it has demanded for 
years. The time for patience is 
over, instead an action based 
course of impatience is now tak-
ing suit, coursing through the 
lifeblood of American vitality, 
and steering towards the mir-
rored hall where the rest of the 
world’s female leaders eagerly 
await the arrival of the very first 
Madame President of the United 
States.

As Republicans still decide on 
their choice for a presidential can-
didate and ultimately choose an op-
ponent for President Barack Obama 
in the 2012 Presidential election, 
Congressman Ron Paul from Texas 
continues to gain appeal and sup-
porters particularly among college 
students.

This is Paul’s third run for the 
U.S. Presidency. He first appeared 
as a candidate of the Libertarian 
party in the 1988 Presidential Elec-
tion. In 2008, Paul ran for President 
again, seeking the Republican nom-
ination and gaining a lot of support 
and donations from young voters.

With every election year, Paul 
seems to gain more and more recog-
nition and support, creating a base 
of young followers and military 
veterans. He stands apart from both 
Republican and Democratic politi-
cians while receiving little media 
attention.

“Ron Paul should be the next 
President of the United States be-
cause he offers a change to the sta-
tus-quo” said Bryan Wood, a resi-
dent of Asbury Park.

“I agree with everything Paul 
says and I have never felt so pas-
sionately about a politician before,” 
said Wood. “Not only do I agree 
with him on so many issues regard-
ing our economy, foreign policy, 
and civil liberties but his message 
of liberty is invigorating. At a time 
when government has grown so big 
it is refreshing to hear a politician 
who preaches personal liberty.”

Paul has been a U.S. House Rep-
resentative on and off since 1976, 
giving up his seat in 1985 to run for 
U.S. Senate but losing in the pri-
mary. He regained his House posi-
tion in 1997 and has remained there 
ever since, serving on various com-
mittees and subcommittees. He has 
decided to not seek a House seat as 

he starts his run for the Presidency.
“I think that Ron Paul should be 

the next President because, unlike 
Obama, he is a candidate that offers 
progressive thinking that leads to 
real change!” said Tom Ranzweiler, 
a junior at the University. “Most of 
the challenges in this country, such 
as the housing bubble, Paul has pre-
dicted and presented to Congress 
and his ravings of lunacy have fallen 

upon deaf ears.”
Paul is a self-described libertari-

an, a political affiliation that stresses 
individual constitutional rights and 
state laws over federal laws, saying 
he will “always vote the Constitu-
tion.” Paul is also a conservative pol-
itician as he supports to protect gun 
rights and the Second Amendment, 

and has been a staunch supporter of 
both abortion and stronger enforce-
ment of border security.

According to Paul’s campaign 
website, RonPaul.com, he stands 
with many of his constituents on 
economic issues, like calling for 
the elimination of capital gains and 
death taxes, ending “Unnecessary 
regulations on small businesses and 
entrepreneurs” and requiring a bal-

anced budget from Congress. But 
according to Wood, “He is the only 
candidate who has a bold plan to get 
us out of debt by cutting one trillion 
dollars from the government in his 
first year in office.”

“Also he wants to audit and end 
the Fed because their reckless print-
ing of money is responsible for our 

inflation and debt,” said Wood.
What makes Paul really stand 

apart from the rest of the Repub-
lican Party are his stances on for-
eign affairs. He has continually 
stated that the U.S. should not be 
involved in “nation building” or 
supplying funds to foreign coun-
tries, such as allies like Israel, 
saying “Our national security al-
lows for billions of dollars to be 

wasted.” 
Paul was one of the few politi-

cians to disagree with the invasion 
of Iraq, saying he never believed in 
the propaganda. Paul blames some 
of America’s recession and debt 
on wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
If elected, he promises to bring 
troops home from Afghanistan.

“There is more hatred towards us 
because of our warmongering. We 
should lead by example and nego-
tiate through peace and diplomacy 
not war,” said Wood. “Eisenhower 
warned of the industrial military 
complex and Ron Paul is the only 
GOP candidate who acknowledges 
that.”

Because of some of these stances, 
Paul has accrued the most donations 
from military personnel in both 
2008 and this current election year. 
Many soldiers and veterans believe 
he is the only candidate that stands 
with them and looking out for their 
safety.

As Republican candidates con-
tinue to drop from the presidential 
race, Paul continues to strive in 
the primaries and give the other 
candidates a run for their money. 
Even as Paul finishes fourth in the 
South Carolina primary, he “Vows 
to press on.”

“It is absolutely outrageous how 
unfair the media has been to Ron 
Paul,” said Wood. “If the media 
didn’t ignore him, I think Ron Paul 
would be the clear front runner can-
didate. His base is passionate and he 
has done remarkable so far in this 
race considering the media’s bias 
towards him.”

 “I think he will absolutely run as 
a third party candidate,” said Ran-
zweiler. “And I think once people 
stop thinking “Red v. Blue” and 
begin to think for the best of them-
selves and the nation as a whole, 
they’ll see it’s about the individual 
and not the party, which gives Ron 
Paul a pretty good shot.”

Ron Paul is looking to deny the 
odds stacked against him  but this is 
not the first time. But Paul continues 
to push on with his ideals in hopes 
that even if he is not elected, he will 
have people hear and impliment his 
ideas. Regardless of the result, he has 
a large group of loyal supporters who 
will continue to push for the changes 
Paul has been passionate about.

PHOTO COURTESY of cnn.com

Ron Paul at a recent CNN debate stating that he believes the Constitution is what should guide America.

DAN STE. MARIE
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Bipartisanship Can Lead to Change

Over the summer, Speaker of the 
House John Boehner and President 
Barack Obama held several talks to 
try to negotiate a long term deal on 
the deficit. They were making seri-
ous strides in a major compromise, 
which would have created the first 
concrete plan to solve our nation’s 
growing economic crisis. Presi-
dent Obama made a major politi-
cal sacrifice by putting Medicare 
and Social security cuts on the 
table during the talks. In return, 
the President asked of the Speaker 
to include revenue into the deal. 
These included closing corporate 
tax loopholes, ending federal sub-
sidies for oil companies which are 
recording record profits, and slight 
tax increases on those making over 
one million dollars a year. Those 
talks subsequently broke down. 

The idea of tax increases in any 
amount had forced the Republican 
leaders to back down from any 
serious deal on the federal debt. 
Why had the Republicans backed 
down when they were so close to 
a deal which would have saved 
our country? The answer to that 
question is the pledge created by 
Grover Norquist (which almost 
every Republican politician has 
signed) states that whomever signs 
the pledge will never agree to in-
creasing taxes at all. In return, the 
Grover Norquist led National Rifle 
Association or NRA, a Political Ac-
tion Committee with the ability to 
spend unlimited amounts of money 
that will spend millions of dollars 
attacking Democrats challenging 
these same elected officials.

What people fail to recognize 
however, is the potential benefits of 
the increased revenue. By asking 
those who make the most money in 
our country to pay their fair share 
it will tremendously help our econ-
omy. By increasing taxes on mil-
lionaires and billionaires 

Congress can come up with an 

historic deal that can tackle our 
nation’s debt and put America 
back into a position to be a global 
powerhouse. By just coming up 
with a deal, stocks will increase 
dramatically. In Europe once a 
vague outline of austerity mea-
sures to solve their economic crisis 
were announced the stock markets 
jumped five percent. In the U.S. a 
much larger stock market will only 
be expected to increase even more 
then in Europe.  Foreign invest-
ments will also rise. 

Once our debt is tackled, com-
panies abroad will begin invest-
ing in American start-ups allow-
ing for more small businesses to 
grow, helping the economy. Once 
the debt crisis is solved our credit 
rating will go back up to AAA and 
businesses will begin to hire more 
employees allowing the unemploy-
ment rate to drop. 

Most importantly with a deal 
in place and our federal budget 
balanced, the government can 
begin investing in our future. 
We can start to invest heavily in 
clean energy projects, reducing 
our addiction to foreign oil and 
becoming energy independent. 
Gas prices will plummet and our 
planet will thank us. Most impor-
tantly to students like us, the gov-
ernment can also help students 
pay back loans, or give out zero 
percent interest loans, something 
I am sure every Monmouth stu-
dent could use. 

Monmouth University Politi-
cal Science major and member of 
the debate team Lexi Todd agrees, 
“It is now more important than 
ever for our nation to spread the 
wealth, especially with the increas-
ing amount of defaults on student 
loans and the job market the way it 
is. Let’s face it enforcing a high tax 
on those already fortunate enough 
to afford a decent education is go-
ing to be the greatest way to get the 
ball rolling in terms of subsidizing 
universities like Monmouth. If we 
can gain support for these new tax 

policies, we can make the first step 
towards a lowered tuition rate. 

 The President’s job bill is also 
something which will be able to be 
paid for just by a simple increase 
in taxes for those who can afford 
them. With unemployment a huge 
problem in this country the only 
certainty to create jobs is having 
the federal government physically 
create them. 

Republicans will argue that mil-
lionaires and billionaires are the 
job creators; however should we 
use this money to give to the rich 
and hope that may create some jobs 
with it or should we take the money 
and allow the federal government 
to directly create jobs. 

The government can create con-
struction jobs to help rebuild our 
crumbling infrastructure, teaching 
jobs for math and science teachers 
desperate for an opportunity, or 
engineering jobs to help create new 
efficient energy solutions. 

Those against raising taxes on 
Americans who can afford it say 
that it will kill jobs and be bad 
for businesses. This argument 
however doesn’t take into ac-
count that the Bush tax cuts have 
been in effect for 10 years and 
our economy is not improving 
and that it was not enough to hold 
off a recession in 2008. In fact, 
many millionaires have come out 
since then and said that they took 
their Bush tax cut and spent it on 
a yacht built in Italy or on a dance 
floor to be installed in their base-
ment, according to reports from 
Huffingtonpost.com. 

This is extremely disheartening 
for the middle class that continues 
to suffer to make car payments no 
less buying a yacht.

So we must ask this question, do 
we keep the tax cuts in place and for 
millionaires to keep buying yachts 
in foreign countries, or should we 
raise revenue and allow our econo-
my to grow and make sure that the 
United States of America stays the 
greatest nation in the world?

The poor economic state of the 
country has put tax policy on the 
top of the national agenda. In par-
ticular, the increase of tax on mil-
lionaires and billionaires has bred 
controversy. When the government 
is struggling with its limited reve-
nue, it is difficult to see how lower-
ing taxes, especially on those in a 
comfortable position to pay them, 
will help us out of this turmoil. If 
the current tax rate remains, then 
many middle class Americans will 
be left paying a higher tax rate than 
the wealthy and ultra-rich.

Overall, tax rates on the top 
bracket have been in serious de-
cline since the 1960s’. According 
to a study conducted by Stanford 
University’s School of Political Sci-
ence, in 1960 the top bracket was 
paying a Federal Income rate of 
91% on all taxable income. Today, 
that number is staggeringly lower, 
with the official tax rate on the top 
bracket at about 34-35%, according 
to the IRS. But that does not in-
clude certain loopholes such as be-
ing able to classify income as “car-
ried interest” which enables a 15% 
bargaining tax rate as Mr. Warren 
Buffett points out in his 2011 NY 
Times piece “Stop Coddling the 
Rich.”

While our country is in such bad 
shape, and the middle and lower 
classes are being burdened so 
heavily with their federal and state 
taxes, it is unimaginable to think 
that billionaires and millionaires 
are evading the duty that all Amer-
icans are obligated to contribute to. 
It is truly unpatriotic. 	

Some of the “One percent” how-
ever understands this. Billionaire 
Warren Buffett has stated openly 
that his tax rate was substantially 
lower than the average middle class 
families. He has also advocated 
higher tax rates for the extraordi-
narily wealthy, and as it turns out 
his idea is not unpopular among 

that group. 
According to a blog post by Rob-

ert Frank in the Wall Street Jour-
nal’s “Wealth Report,” survey pub-
lished by the Spectrem Group stated 
that 68% of those with investments 
of one million dollars or more sup-
ported Buffett’s claim, and on top 
of that, 61% of individuals with net 
worth of five million dollars or more 
also supported higher taxes. The re-
sults seem to indicate that there is 
still a group of rich citizens that are 
willing to sacrifice to lift the bur-
den off of those who truly cannot 
afford to pay higher tax rates.

“Job creators” is another term 
that has been utilized over the past 
year. Many supply-siders claim that 
if we cut taxes on the wealthy, they 
will be more inclined to hire new 
individuals with the saved revenue. 
That sounds logical enough, but if 
we examine the facts a little more 
closely we will see that it’s not al-
ways the case. According to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, the current 
unemployment rate in the U.S. is at 
about 8.5%, when the top bracket is 
supposed to be paying about 35% 
in income tax. In 1995, unemploy-
ment was hovering at about 5.6%, 
when the tax rate was at about 40% 
for the top bracket. According to 
that information, job creators are 
not motivated solely by their tax re-
duced tax rate.

As the American economy re-
mains in its poor state, Congress 
along with wealthy Americans 
must realize that there cannot be 
tax disparities choking the middle 
class. It is not sustainable for fed-
eral revenue if billionaires are able 
to pay a true income tax rate of 15% 
while a middle class family’s pays 
twice that. 

Raising taxes on this group of 
individuals has nothing to do with 
punishing success, it is simply 
about affluent Americans contrib-
uting like everyone else and not 
reaping the benefits of loopholes. 
This is truly about paying their fair 
share.

President Obama Appoints While Congress is on Recess

The Justice Department is de-
fending the legality of President 
Obama’s recent recess appoint-
ments, releasing a 23-page legal 
opinion. Critics say it is “uncon-
vincing” and whose timing doesn’t 
coincide with the President’s deci-
sion.

The memo, justifying appoint-
ments made last week while Con-
gress was technically not recessed, 
concludes what the White House 
claimed at the time -- that Congress 
isn’t able to do business during 
“pro forma” sessions so it counts as 
a break.

“The convening of periodic pro 
forma sessions in which no busi-
ness is to be conducted does not 
have the legal effect of interrupting 
an intra-session recess otherwise 
long enough to qualify as a ‘Recess 
of the Senate’ under the Recess 
Appointments Clause,” reads the 
January 6th  memo written by As-
sistant Attorney General Virginia 
Seitz.

“In this context, the President 
therefore has discretion to con-
clude that the Senate is unavailable 
to perform its advise-and-consent 
function and to exercise his power 
to make recess appointments,’ it 
continues.

The memo, dated two days after 
President Obama made his con-
troversial appointment of Richard 
Cordray to the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau and three oth-
ers to the National Labor Relations 
Board, summarizes advice given 
to the White House before the Jan-
uary 4th appointments, an admin-
istration official said. 

While Republicans contemplate 
their next step, recess appointee 
Richard Cordray is running the 
new Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau and the National Labor 
Relations Board As of this report, 
the three temporary members of 
the Bureau, are all Democrats.

Obama left more than 70 other 
nominees in limbo, well aware that 
Republicans could use Senate rules 
to block some or all of them.

The White House justified the 
appointments on grounds that 
Republicans were holding up the 
nominations to paralyze the two 
agencies. The consumer protection 
agency was established under the 
2010 Wall Street reform law, which 
requires the bureau to have a direc-
tor in order to begin policing finan-
cial products such as mortgages, 
checking accounts, credit cards 
and payday loans.

The Supreme Court has ruled 
that the five-member NLRB must 
have a three-member quorum to 
issue regulations or decide major 
cases in union-employer disputes.

White House spokesman Jay 
Carney added that the Justice De-
partment’s legal opinion “was 
rendered before the decision was 
made by the President.”

“That’s my understanding,” 

Carney said. “The opinion was 
rendered verbally prior to the date 
of the opinion itself. The opinion 
was based on advice provided by 
OLC and it is very standard for, es-
pecially a long and as you see, as 
lengthy opinion as was put out, for 
those things to be delivered over a 
period of time, and the time frame 
for this is very similar to my under-
standing the previous occasion.”

But Republicans and others are 
doubtful about both the timing and 
the content.

“The Justice Department opin-
ion is unconvincing,” said Senate 
Judiciary Committee ranking Re-
publican Charles Grassley of Iowa. 

“Its conclusion is at odds with 
the text of the Constitution and 
the administration’s own previous 
statements. It fundamentally alters 
the careful separation of powers 
between the executive and legis-
lative branches that the framers 
crafted in the Constitution. It relies 
on no Supreme Court decision and 
many conclusions are unsupported 
in law or the Constitution. It rec-
ognizes that the courts might well 
disagree. And it flies in the face of 
more than 90 years of historical 
practice,” Grassley said in a state-
ment.

“Taken together with a laundry 
list of other assertions of the pow-
er to act without Congress, this is 
clearly an escalation in a pattern of 
contempt for the elected represen-
tatives of the American people,” he 
continued.

The American Center for Law 
and Justice, a conservative group 
focused on constitutional law, also 
called Thursday’s memo a “smoke-
screen.”

“This memo changes nothing: 
President Obama acted in a uncon-
stitutional manner in making these 
appointments -- ignoring the rule 
of law and nearly a century of prec-
edent,” said ACLJ Chief Counsel 
Jay Sekulow.

Dr. Enoch Nappen, Associ-
ate Professor of Political Science, 
Monmouth University’s pre-law 
advisor and Department of Politi-
cal Science and Sociology career 
advisor, says that this may very 
well go to the Supreme Court. He 
also brought up the fact that John 
Bolton, the former United States 
Ambassador to the U.N. was ap-
pointed by President George W. 
Bush during a Congressional re-
cess and had to leave when Con-
gress reconvened. 

Dr. Nappen also stated that Re-
publicans are fearful of an ‘Impe-
rial Presidency’ of the likes of Re-
publican President Richard Nixon, 
during the late 1960s’ and early 
1970s’. 

Republicans have to consider 
whether their actions, especially 
any decision to block all nominees, 
might play into Obama’s hands.

Obama has adopted an election-
year theme of “we can’t wait” for 
Republicans to act on nominations 
and major proposals like his lat-
est jobs plan. Republicans have to 

consider how their argument that 
the President is violating Consti-
tutional checks and balances plays 
against Obama’s stump speeches 
characterizing them as obstruc-
tionists.

Senate historian Donald Ritchie 
said the minority party has re-
taliated in the past for recess ap-
pointments by holding up specific 
nominees. “I’m not aware of any 
situations where no nominations 
were accepted,” he said. The nor-
mal practice is for the two party 
leaders to negotiate which nomina-
tions get votes.

According to the terms of a 
recess appointment at the time 
Obama made it, Cordray, who was 
successfully filibustered by Repub-
licans last year, will remain in the 
job until January 3, 2014. He is not 
personally objectionable to many 
Republicans, however, they want 
to change aspects of the agency he 
was named to lead and which was 
approved on a party-line vote in the 
2010 banking reform bill.  

But Republicans angry at 
Obama’s move -- and their allies 
willing to file suit -- may not have a 
legal case. Nowhere in the Consti-
tution is a recess expressly defined 
even though the document gives 
the chief executive the “power to 
fill up vacancies that may happen 
during the recess of the Senate.”

The real question is whether 
what Obama did was constitution-
al. This will be decided by the Su-
preme Court  in the coming weeks.
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A ballet-inspired “barre” work-
out has been sweeping the nation.  

Its popularity is driven by 
women wanting to achieve a 
dancer’s physique and strength, 
with or without tutus and ballet 
slippers.

At Align Pilates in Min-
neapolis, noses drip with 
sweat, muscles quiver with 
exhaustion, and Beyoncé 
blares from the speakers as 
class instructor Adrienne 
Fitzmaurice affirms what 
everyone is thinking:

“Yes, this is hard!” she 
hollers, encouraging the 
women to pulse, which 
means to make tiny move-
ments and hold each pose 
for just three, five or 10 
more seconds. “Especially 
if this is your first class ... 
you probably think this is 
crazy!”

Crazy hard anyway. 
That’s the verdict reached in 
the dressing room following 
the 60-minute class where a 
combination of Pilates, yoga 
and ballet movements, along 
with bursts of cardio and the 
use of a ballet barre for sup-
port and resistance provides 
a high-energy, full-body 
workout.

“Everyone’s been talk-
ing about getting their butts 
kicked in barre class,” said 
Sarah Pepin, 35, Minneapo-
lis. “I’ve never worked ev-
ery muscle that way before. 
I could hardly walk the next 
day.”

Barre is a buzz in the U.S., 
but the idea originated in 
London 50-years-ago with 
famous German dancer Lotte 
Berk. 

The method was refined in the 
United States in the 1970’s, and 
since then, fitness enthusiasts on 
the East and West Coasts, as well 
as celebrities like Madonna have 
caught on.

In the last year alone, at least 

A New Ballet Inspired Workout 
At Align Pilates, cardio is add-

ed to the barre workout, making 
it the most rigorous class offered, 
and the most popular. The classes 
are heavily populated with wom-
en in their 20’s and 30’s, but the 
men who show up are usually 
surprised by how challenging the 
workout is.

“I was a sweaty mess by 
the end,” said Ryan Brown, 
32, Minneapolis. “Pro ath-
letes use ballet to work on 
their strength, balance and 
core, so I thought I’d give 
it a try.”

For people who are less 
fit, it’s easy to make modi-
fications while keeping up 
with the class. 

Participants are encour-
aged to work at their own 
pace.

Yoga attire is suggested 
for barre class, or other 
form-fitting clothes so that 
the class instructor can 
check for correct body po-
sition. 

Class participants wear 
socks or go barefoot, but 
serious dancers prefer to 
wear ballet slippers and 
leotards in some classes.

Ballet Royale in Lakev-
ille, Minn., has added 
barre fitness classes to 
cross-train ballet students 
and adults, mostly moms 
of students, who want to 
learn the basics of ballet. 

The classes incorporate 
core Pilates exercises, but 
the focus is on proper bal-
let techniques. Classical 
music plays and everyone 
wears ballet slippers.

The YWCA-Uptown 
also offers a dance-centric 
barre class. Participants 

range from 18 to 70 years old and 
many are former dancers.

“I used to dance as a kid and I 
get to relive those days in barre 
class,” said Tivi Radder, 35, Min-
neapolis. “It makes me nostalgic 
for my childhood. It’s a really 
great workout, too. That’s the ic-
ing on the cake.”

Empowering Women is to Empower a Whole Society

The Arab popular movements 
that erupted a year ago are pro-
ducing significant political 
changes in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, 
and Yemen, with Syria possibly 
being added to that list. The fu-
tures of these countries however, 
remains uncertain; the challenges 
they face, both internal and exter-
nal, are enormous. 

From the beginning, women 
have been at the forefront of the 
march for freedom in the Arab 
world. Historically, they have 
been underappreciated, and con-
tinue to face major obstacles 
as a result of cultural heritage, 
despotic authority, patriarchy, 
and tribalism. The consequences 
of these barriers are conveyed 
through literacy rates, individual 
rights, and political participation.

Literacy rates are much im-
proved for young females in Leb-
anon, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
and Tunisia. However, according 
to the United Nations Education-
al, Scientific, and Cultural Orga-
nization female adult illiteracy 
rates are in the double digits in 
all Arab countries except Kuwait, 
Qatar, and Palestine. 

While divorce rights are equal 
in Libya and Tunisia, they favor 
men in Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Yemen. In Saudi Ara-
bia, women normally cannot ini-

tiate divorce procedures, and as 
for inheritance rights, women re-
ceive half their brother’s share in 
Egypt, Iraq, Libya, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, and Tunisia. Their share is 
even less in Yemen.

In some countries, women do 
not have equal citizenship and/
or legal entitlements. The Inter-
Parliamentary Union reports that 
women’s polit-
ical participa-
tion remains 
undervalued, 
with the re-
gional per-
centage of 
Arab women 
in the low-
er houses 
amounting to 
10.9 percent, 
and in the up-
per houses, 
if applicable, to 7.5 percent. The 
regional average in the Ameri-
cas is 22.2 percent, with Europe 
at 21.8 percent, and China at 21.3 
percent. 

 It is during conflict, wars, and 
occupation that conditions for 
women are at their worst. In ad-
dition to the pain and violence 
that surrounds them, women 
often find themselves shoulder-
ing more of the responsibilities, 
while not being allowed to fully 
secure their rightful place along-
side men. 

Any society that disempow-

ers half its population can never 
achieve meaningful progress.

There are signs of hope on the 
horizon, however, as some wom-
en are challenging authority and 
demolishing stereotypes that la-
bel them as passive and secluded. 

Lina Ben Mhenni, a prominent 
Tunisian blogger and cyber activ-
ist, addresses freedom of speech, 

human rights, social problems, 
and organ donation awareness 
in her opinion blog, “A Tunisian 
Girl.” When the unrest in Tuni-
sia began during the latter half 
of December 2010, Ben Mhenni 
traveled across Tunisia to docu-
ment the people’s protests and 
the government’s armed crack-
downs. The images she generated 
became evidence of the brutality 
of the Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
regime.

Israa Abdel-Fattah, also 
known as “Facebook Girl,” is a 

co-founder of Egypt’s April 6 
Youth Movement of 2008. The 
movement helped bring about the 
Egyptian revolution in 2011. As-
maa Mahfouz, called the “leader 
of the revolution,” received the 
European Parliament Sakharov 
Prize for Freedom of Thought in 
2011. 

She organized strikes for basic 
rights as part of 
the Egyptian 
April 6 Youth 
M o v e m e n t . 
Mahfouz’s You-
Tube videos, 
Facebook, and 
Twitter posts 
helped pro-
pel the Tahrir 
Square demon-
strations. 

S a l w a 
Bugaighis, a 

lawyer in her 40’s, started the re-
volt in Libya by having a sit-in in 
the office of the attorney general. 

Tawakul Karman, chair of the 
organization “Women Journal-
ists without Chains,” won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2011 (along 
with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and 
Leymah Gbowee, two women 
leaders from Liberia). 

As the Nobel Peace Prize Com-
mittee stated, “We cannot achieve 
democracy and lasting peace in 
the world unless women obtain 
the same opportunities as men to 
influence developments at all lev-

els of society.”
Razan Zaitouneh is a human 

rights lawyer who created the 
“Syrian Human Rights Informa-
tion Link” blog (SHRIL) that 
reports on current atrocities in 
Syria. Her posts have become 
a source of information for the 
Arab and international media. 

She is currently in hiding—the 
Bashar Assad regime has accused 
her of being a foreign agent, and 
has arrested members of her fam-
ily. 

At the University, the Provost’s 
Film Series for the spring of 2012 
goes on a journey into Muslim 
cultures, Arab and otherwise, 
with a special focus on women. 

The four movies that will be 
shown, “Sheherazade: Tell Me a 
Story,” “Made in Pakistan,” “Ra-
chida,” and “Under the Bombs,” 
relate to Egypt, Pakistan, Algeria, 
and Lebanon, respectively. These 
movies illustrate the serious pres-
sures and crises that women face. 

They call not only for empa-
thy, but also for an end to the 
violence, the female legacy of 
deprivation, and the impediments 
that sap women’s potential and 
prevent them from utilizing their 
full abilities. 

All movies are free of charge, 
and open to the Monmouth Uni-
versity community and the gen-
eral public. Details are at http://
www.monmouth.edu/newsdis-
play.aspx?id=17577.

SALIBA SARSAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“We cannot achieve democracy and 
lasting peace in the world unless 

women obtain the same opportunities 
as men to influence developments at 

all levels of society.”
THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE COMMITTEE

a half-dozen barre programs 
have launched in the Twin Cities, 
mostly by women who experi-
enced the workout elsewhere. 

Rachel Warford wanted to 
move back to the Midwest, but 
was unable to find the barre 
classes she had loved in New 
York. So in November, she and 

sister-in-law Paula Warford 
opened the Barre in downtown 
Wayzata, Minnesota.

The same month, Tina Dunlap 
opened Balanced Barre and Pi-
lates just a block away.

“I always said it would be a 
matter of time before barre came 
to Minnesota,” said Dunlap. “It 

just so happens it hit at the same 
time and now it’s really boom-
ing.” 

Dunlap, an avid marathoner 
and triathlete, had her first barre 
experience last January in Cali-
fornia and became “addicted.” 
“It was the most challenging ex-
ercise I’ve ever done in my life,” 

she said. “I’d planned on running 
home from class and had to have 
my husband pick me up because I 
was so exhausted.”

Several national franchises 
have formulated barre workouts, 
but independent studios often 
follow the original Lotte Berk 
Method or create their own. 

Some are more cardio-based, 
while others focus more on dance 
elements, but the principles are 
the same.

Barre class typically starts with 
stretching and a warm-up on a 
yoga mat to get the heart rate up, 
then incorporates a combination 
of Pilates, yoga and ballet move-

ments to sculpt and tone every 
muscle in the body. It’s basically 
a series of tiny isometric move-
ments that cause the muscles to 
shake to the point of exhaustion.

Oh yeah, and close attention 
must be paid to your posture and 
alignment, which the instructor 
often checks during class.

PHOTO COURTESY of pilatessportcenter.com

Barre was originally founded in London, but over the years it has become popular in America.

AIMEE TJADER 
MCT CAMPUS WIRE
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get special rates at  
               zipcar.com/monmouthu

you only need to be 18+ to join.

cars on campus, by the hour or day. 
                      gas & insurance included.
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Provost Film Series Puts A Perspective on Muslim Women

While movies have been in-
novated over the years by how 
people see them, from eye-pop-
ping 3D to awe inspiring IMAX, 
there is very little reason to re-
gress to old filming techniques. 
Especially when one goes back 
to the way movies were origi-
nally shown to audiences with no 
color, completely silent besides a 
musical score, and a story simply 
told through action and written 
dialogue. 

As creativity seems to be di-
minishing from Hollywood, Mi-
chel Hazanavicius’s film The Art-
ist shows audiences that out with 
the old and in with the new is not 
always true, even if that’s what 
the movie is all about.

The Artist dives right into the 
successful life of silent movie 
star George Valentin (Jean Du-
jardin) at the height of his career. 
His latest movie, “A Russian Af-
fair,” is having its premiere and 
the audiences love it. George 
hogs the spotlight with his dog 
Jack while movie head Al Zim-
mer (John Goodman) basks in the 
applause backstage.

As they exit the theater, the 
streets are packed with reporters 
and the women that love George,  
like Peppy Miller (Berenice 
Bejo), a beautiful unknown danc-
er. She’s pushed front and center 
as George stares at her in bewil-
derment at her natural beauty.  
He then bursts into laughter as 
she charismatically smiles and 
poses for pictures, the start to her 

bright career.
They keep crossing paths as 

George keeps making silent mov-
ies while Peppy steadily becomes 
a loved actress. George is doing 
fine, until Al shows the future in 
filmmaking, “talkies.” To the dis-
may of Al, George doesn’t see any 
prospect in it, saying “If that’s the 
future, you can have it!”

Al’s film company is going 
with talkies because “People want 
new faces, talking faces.” George 
doesn’t believe it as he’s the “one 
people come to see, they don’t need 
me to talk.” As George walks down 
the stairs of the studio, he passes 
Peppy and her boy toys as she goes 
to become the biggest star in Hol-
lywood. She hopes “maybe now 
we’ll do a picture together,” as he’s 
stunned by her while feeling jeal-
ous and distraught.

Dujardin is marvelous in every 
scene, really capturing the suc-
cess and triumph of the character 
in the beginning of the film to the 
depressed but proud person he be-
comes. He’ll make you laugh and 
he’ll grip at your heart at his low-
est, Dujardin could have had real 
success as a silent film star. 

Bejo is lovely to watch, though 
she’s at her best when she’s playful 
and smiling or with George. She 
is a charming and beautiful per-
son, but that’s the only mood you’d 
like to see her. Jack the dog will be 
the real favorite of everyone since 
he’s so adorable and saves the day 
constantly, reminding any classic 
movie lover of Asta from The Thin 
Man.

The rest of the ensemble is su-
perb. Goodman is a perfect match 

as Al the producer. 
He smokes on his ci-
gar naturally, beams 
with excitement 
at the prospect of 
money to be made, 
and is awkwardly 
unsettled when he 
has to let George go. 

But James Crom-
well is the real 
scene stealer as 
Clifton, George’s 
right hand man. He 
has a genuine loy-
alty to his boss, and 
sticks through thick 
and thin even at the 
lowest.

This movie is 
great for movie lov-
ers and certain view-
ers may notice small 
camoes throughout 
the movie from ac-
tors  like Missi Pyle 
playing George’s 
supporting and an-
noyed actress, Malcolm McDowell 
as a bored butler and Beth Grant as 
Peppy’s maid. Even I found some 
enjoyment in Joel Murray playing 
a policemen, as it’s only right one 
of the Murrays are in the movie.

Hazanavicius uses some awe-
some and brilliant tactics to pro-
voke the feeling of a scene, whether 
playing Zorro, a hero that every-
body loved or sinking in quicksand 
as his career crumbles. The night-
mare scene is incredibly empty of 
music but filled with sounds that 
haunt George. The dialogue is 
sparingly but each line has weight.

Hazanavicius has a real eye too, 

DAN STE. MARIE
STAFF WRITER

using lighting to put George in 
the shadows. You also some-
times forget you’re watching a 
new movie as the scenery and 
costumes are an exact replica 
of old Hollywood and classic 
films. The hairstyles of Peppy 
and George’s wife, Doris (Pe-
nelope Ann Miller), would have 
especially made Jean Arthur 
or Claudette Colbert extremely 
jealous.

The real treat of the movie is 
the beautiful score by Ludovic 
Bource that helps transcend the 
mood of scenes, being lovingly 
majestic as the stars gaze in 
each other’s eyes and mysteri-

ously eerie and dismal as George 
falls into a lonesome depression. 
It’s peppy and lively as audi-
ences laugh and cheer or big and 
extravagant as actors dance and 
twirl.

While people in the UK were 
unimpressed that The Artist was 
a silent movie and demanded 
their money back, the silence 
helps the audience laugh and en-
joy the movie together. 

I wouldn’t give it the title for 
best movie of the year, but it’s a 
great timely piece that deserves 
plenty of acknowledgment and 
will be adored for years by the 
people that really enjoy it.

The Artist Silences Audiences With Nostaglia

PHOTO COURTESY of screened.com

Jean Dujardin plays silent movie star George Valentin in the Oscar nomi-
nated film, The Artist, who deals with the emergence of “talkies” and a relationship 
with upcoming film star, Peppy Miller (Berenice Bejo).

The University will be hosting 
the Provost’s Film Series featur-
ing movies on Muslim cultures 
with a focus on women. 

The four films being presented 
at Pollak Theatre were organized 
by Provost Thomas Pearson, his 
office and the Office of Global 
Initiatives and will be shown 
throughout the spring semester.

The movies this year are Sche-
herazade: Tell Me A Story (Janu-
ary 30), Made in Pakistan (Feb-
ruary 21), Rachida (March 21), 
and Under the Bombs (April 5).

Each film comes from a dif-
ferent country, each with its own 
unique story of women in Mus-
lim culture. Three of the films 
were produced and made in the 
Middle East, shot in locations 
such as Egypt, Lebanon and Al-
geria. 

For example, Made in Paki-
stan is a documentary filmed in 
Pakistan following four citizens, 
including two women entrepre-
neurs. 

Pearson says this year’s theme 
was inspired by the Arab Spring 
and thought “it would be great to 
have a film series that deals with 
one of the most ancient places in 
the world which was now becom-
ing politically dynamic.”

Saliba Sarsar, Associate Vice 
President of Global Initiatives at 
the University, is part of the com-
mittee in selecting films, saying 
this year’s theme is also impor-
tant “because we are tying it to 
the Caravanserai initiative which 
focuses on the Muslim culture.”

“A large majority of the people 
who live in the Middle East are 
Muslim. At least half of those are 
women,” Sarsar said. “So the se-

ries here focuses on women, and 
we have different expressions of 
how women are impacted.” 

This is the fifth Provost Film se-
ries that has been organized, with 
other series’ focusing on jazz, rev-
olutions, and Russian culture. 

Pearson says the idea to start 
the film series came from hosting 
the Two River Film Festival at the 
University. 

Once the film festival was 
moved to Red Bank, a professor 
suggested that the Provost should 
develop his own film series be-
cause of his passion for film.

Pearson said he’s had a pas-
sion for movies since his child-

hood, building up an 
extensive film collec-
tion since. He started 
using films in his 
western civilization 
classes, especially 
when teaching Rus-
sian history, as he 
feels “films that deal 
with historical ma-
terial helps students 
visualize the era, get 
a sense of character-
istics and some of the 
main problems.”

“The kinds of films 
that really appeal to 
me are those that show 
the interaction of dif-
ferent cultures,” Pear-
son said. “I’m very 
interested in film that 
shows how people are 
impacted by signifi-
cant changes…how 
various cultural iden-
tities will collide or 
develop.” 

Andrew Demirjian, 
communication pro-
fessor, is excited for 
the film series as he 
“loves Provost Pear-

son’s selection of movies.” 
“I always think he does a ter-

rific job and I’m happy to be able 
to help support the great movies 
that come here because I feel like 
they’re always thoughtfully cho-
sen,” Demirjian said.

Pearson is interested in pro-
moting awareness of different 
subjects through film. He will 
be acting as host at each screen-
ing, introducing and explaining 
the theme of the films. Sarsar be-
lieves the Provost is the highest 
authority on film. 

“He is so knowledgeable about 
film, not only among the people 

of Monmouth but anywhere. He 
knows so much about film, he’s 
a top expert.”

Demirjian said films are ef-
fective in displaying “cultural 
nuances and cultural differ-
ences in very powerful ways 
that an essay, paper or speech 
can’t.”

“There’s a level of humanity 
that comes through in a film 
that really strikes an emotional 
accord, creates an emotional 
appeal to the people,” Demir-
jian said.  “You really connect 
with the characters in the story 
in a much kind of deeper emo-
tional way, and that’s really the 
power of cinema.”

Demirjian hopes students 
and the community will have a 
better perception of the “com-
plexities of this culture” and 
not a “dismissive understand-
ing of Pakistan as this kind of 

place that hides terrorists.”
“The most important thing 

or one of the great things about 
this film series for…a lot of 
these countries is we get such 
a narrow band of information 
about these countries in our 
news,” Demirjian said. “You 
get to see how the people actu-
ally live and what their actual 
thoughts are, and you kind of 

get an understanding what the 
real people of these cultures feel 
and think.”

Pearson and Sarsar encourage 
all students, professors and fac-
ulty members to attend these free 
events that are also open to the 
general public.

“People become more sensitive 
to their surroundings, if they get 
to understand how the rest of the 
world is living or existing,” Sar-
sar said. “We have no real agenda 
to say we are advocating over-
haul of society, but we are ask-
ing people to become educated 
about the other and create posi-
tive change.”

Pearson hopes to carry on the 
film series next year. Although 
he is unsure of what the theme 
will be, he will continue to show 
foreign films on campus.

“We’re most likely not going to 
be able to visit all of those places, 

but often you can get a sense of 
the culture, the ways of life, the 
pressing ideals and attitudes of 
people through film,” said Pear-
son. “But you also realize there’s 
a lot that binds us together as hu-
mans.”

The first film presented in this 
year’s series is Scheherazade: 
Tell Me A Story on Monday, Jan-
uary 30 at 7:30 pm.

PHOTO COURTESY of filmalgerian.blogspot.com

Rachida, one of the films in this year’s 
Provost Film Series, is about an Algerian 
teacher who is caught between her country’s 
culture and its domestic turmoil in the 1990’s.

“I’m very interested in film that 
shows how people are impacted by 
significant changes…how various 

cultural identities will collide or 
develop.” 

THOMAS PEARSON
Provost
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Reunions and Annual Events Top 2012 Concert Season

With the dawning of a new 
year, questions and rumors arise 
of what to expect from the 2012 
concert scene as music lovers 
buzz with excitement of what is 
to come.  Based on the successes 
of last year’s music scene and the 
newest artists’ announcements, I 
present the top 10 most anticipated 
musical events of 2012.

10.) Van Halen
Formed in the 70’s, Van Halen 

was praised for their signature 
shrieks of Eddie Van Halen’s elec-
tric guitar and the unmistakable 
energy of front man David Lee 
Roth.  After great success with 
number one hits like “Jump,” ten-
sion between the band members 
led to replacing their main vocal-
ist.  

Van Halen continued to play to-
gether without Roth, but did not 
achieve their original success. Just 
before all hope had been lost of the 
band reuniting, Van Halen played 
a surprise show at a café in New 
York City with Roth as their lead 
on January 6.  

The band has announced the re-
lease of their new album, A Differ-
ent Kind of Truth, for February 7 
and their plans to go on tour.  Lo-
cal shows include two at Madison 
Square Garden February 28 and 
March 1, or at the Wells Fargo 
Center in Philadelphia March 5.  
This epic opportunity is not inex-
pensive however (cheapest tickets 
at MSG run about $60).

9.) Red Hot Chili Peppers
 Grammy-winning band The 

Red Hot Chili Peppers (RHCP) 
are going on a world tour for their 
newest album I’m With You (2011) 
starting April 27 at venues such as 
the Prudental Center in Newark 
(May 4).  The album concerned 
many fan due to the absence of 

lead guitarist John Frusciante.  
Feature guitarist Josh Klinghof-
fer plays on the album and will be 
playing on the 2012 tour.

Although Frusciante will be 
missed, the RHCP never put on a 
dull show. Lead singer Anthony 
Kiedis and legendary bassist Flea 
are an unstoppable mixture of punk 
and funk. Sure, the newest album 
may not match up to the perfec-
tion that is Blood Sugar Sex Magik 
(1991), but this band never seems to 
leave hungry fans unsatisfied.

8.) Mayhem Fest
Rockstar Energy Drink Presents 

Mayhem Fest is considered one of 
the most popular metal festivals 
today and will be coming to Phila-
delphia late July 2012.  This mov-
ing festival will be making stops 
throughout the US from June 30 to 
August 5; it plans to be one of the 
best years yet. The line up of bands 
playing the 2012 event will be an-
nounced today.  

Previous bands that have played 
include Disturbed, Godsmack, 
Megadeth, Rob Zombie, and Lamb 
of God.  Metal heads have crowded 
forums with supposed headliners 
yet nothing has been confirmed.  
The event promises to be a head 
banger’s dream with enough trash-
ing and mosh pits to satisfy the 
heaviest metal fans. 

7.) The Beach Boys 
50th Anniversary Reunion

The Beach Boys announced  they 
are releasing a new album and tour 
celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of their first album, Surfin’ Safari 
(1962).  

According to the official press 
release on Brian Wilson’s website, 
the remaining members Wilson, 
Mike Love, Al Jardine, Bruce 
Johnston, and David Marks are 
working in the studio and plan to 
announce a 50-date world tour 
starting with headlining The New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. 

This is the first time the members 
have played together on an album 
in decades.

The Beach Boys have won the 
Academy’s Lifetime Achievement 
Grammy Award as well as been in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame.  The chance to see these 
legends live will be a huge moment 
in 2012.

6.) Bamboozle
The festival returns to its home-

land of Asbury Park for 2012.   
Bamboozle is an annual three day 
festival which will be taking place 
May 18 to 20.  According to Bam-
boozle’s website, the festivals goal 
was to help launch musicians’ ca-
reers and provide great live enter-
tainment.  This year’s Bamboozle 
announced one of the best line-ups 
yet.

A few artists performing are the 
Foo Fighters, Incubus, Blink-182, 
Mac Miller, Skrillex, Jimmy Eat 
World, and many more.  The timing 
and location of this festival is  also 
perfect for Monmouth students.

Tickets are pretty pricey for a 
three-day pass (currently $216 with 
fees) however, single day passes 
are available for about $90 a day.  
Regardless of the high-price, the 
amount of music to be seen and its 
location makes Bamboozle well 
worth the money.

5.) At the Drive-In Reunion
After 11 years of hiding, heavy 

post-hardcore rock band At the 
Drive-In announced reunion shows 
in 2012.  First formed in 1994, the 
band split after the release of the 
remarkable third album titled Rela-
tionship of Command (2000).  The 
split created two new bands, The 
Mars Volta and Sparta, both were 
successful. 

No word of At the Drive-In get-
ting back together surfaced until 
the announcement of Coachella’s 
line-up was released with the band 
on the list.  However, stay tuned for 

tour dates. Cult fans are surprised 
and thankful for the reunion and 
expect nothing but greatness from 
the band in the future.

4.) Madonna
Move over Lady Gaga, the sen-

sei of shock-pop wants her spot-
light back.  Madonna has been 
confirmed to play the 2012 Super 
Bowl XLVI halftime show and is 
rumored to be considering touring.  
According to MTV News, the half-
time show is being created with the 
help of Cirque du Soleil and exten-
sive chorography.  This show could 
be the kick-start Madonna needs to 
bring forth a brilliant comeback or 
a complete embarrassment to the 
Queen of Pop.

Speculations of a possible tour 
have been leaked online by sourc-
es such as Perez Hilton and other 
blogs but nothing has yet to be 
confirmed.  If Madonna does tour 
as wished, the shows could poten-
tially be historic.

3.) Camp Bisco 11
Since the first Camp Bisco in 

1999, the festival’s attendance 
has gradually increased annually.  
What started as a tiny camping 
event hosted by jam band The Dis-
co Biscuits, erupted into one of the 
most hectic sold out events of 2011.  

According to Seatgeek.com, 
Camp Bisco 10’s attendance rose 
75 percent from the previous year 
at Camp Bisco 9.  With the rise of 
Electronic and Dub-step music, the 
festival sold out with over 25,000 
attendees crammed on a reserva-
tion in Mariaville, New York. 

Camp Bisco 11 promises to be 
more prepared for 2012. Camp 
Bisco has become one of the crazi-
est experiences a person can have 
at a musical event and will be only 
more insane this year.

2.) Tool Reunion Tour
After about 18 months of hiber-

nation, Tool has finally returned to 

play a 2012 tour.  Tool is consid-
ered one of best metal bands of our 
time and is known for their unique 
live performance both musically 
and aesthetically.  

The lead singer Maynard Keen-
an has recently been on tour with 
his side project, A Perfect Circle, 
which left fans to believe that he 
would not be working with Tool 
anytime soon.  

The surprise tour began January 
21 in Texas.  Tickets for the show 
at the Susquehanna Bank Center 
in Camden have sold out, however, 
tickets for the show at the IZOD 
Center in East Rutherford on Jan-
uary 31 are still available for about 
$70, but not for long.

1.) Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival

This Californian music festival 
has always seemed remarkable 
due to the beauty and warmth of 
the location, but this year seems 
too good to be true.  Coachella is 
a camping included festival that is 
being held twice on two separate 
weekends of April 13 to 15 and the 
20 to 22.

A variety of different camping 
options are available from tra-
ditional tent camping to swanky 
safari honeymoon tents.  What 
makes this event highly antici-
pated is the extremely impressive 
list of artists playing. Headliners 
are The Black Keys, Radiohead, 
and Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg 
while other artists include Swed-
ish House Mafia, Explosions in the 
Sky, Florence and the Machine, 
Bon Iver, At the Drive-In, Santi-
gold, and more.

Unless you are willing to spend 
about a grand to attend a music 
festival, this show is already sold 
out.  Although this festival may be 
over crowded, with quality of the 
music offered, no attendees should 
have any complaints.  The music 
makes this festival the most antici-
pated musical event of 2012.

After Call of Duty: Black Ops 
was released in November 2010, I 
was excited for Infinity Ward and 
Activision to release another Call of 
Duty: Modern Warfare (MW) title. 
With the game being released the 
same month in 2011, I was worried 
that IW would rush to get it done 
and just sell the games with the idea 
that people would buy them because 
of the title. I hate it when I’m right 
about these kinds of predictions, 
but this time I was wrong. Despite 
small flaws, Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare 3 is an enjoyable game that 
gives my Call of Duty fix a boost. 

I can admit, I’m a Call of Duty 
fan boy (calm down Battlefield 
fans, I like those games too).  I loved 
the WW2 era Call of Duty games, 
Modern Warfare 1 and 2, and even 
Black Ops. These games got me 
excited for the release of Modern 
Warfare 3. Modern Warfare 2 was 
fun, but it needed some improve-
ments, so I was excited to see how 
Modern Warfare 3 was. After I got 
my game at Gamestop, I drove back 
to my apartment and put the disc in 
my Playstation 3, eagerly waiting 
for the game to load. After playing 
the game for a couple of hours, I 
was not disappointed with it at all. 

Let me start off with the single-
player campaign of the game. It 
picks right up from the ending of 
Modern Warfare 2. Like MW 1 and 
2 (and other Call of Duty games), 
you switch back and forth between 
the missions to play as different 
characters. The United States at war 
with Russia and an elite team of sol-
diers led by Captain John Price is 
on the hunt for Vladimir Makarov. 

Modern Warfare 3 Finishes the Trilogy on Target

With Makarov playing a small role 
in MW 2, he is now the primary bad 
guy for MW 3. Somehow, he be-
came responsible for tricking Rus-
sia into attacking the United States, 
which I still don’t understand how 
the Russian army managed to bring 
together a gigantic army to attack 
Washington D.C. in MW 2.

After the U.S. army beats back 
the Russians in New York City, Bo-
ris Vorshevsky, who is the fictional 
Russian President, sets up a peace 
conference with the U.S. However, 
Makarov arranges to have the Presi-
dent captured to hold off the peace 
conference. After the kidnapping, 
Makarov manages to have Russia 
invade all of Europe after a devas-
tating chemical attack in the capital 

cities. Again, it’s really unrealistic 
for Russia (or any country as a mat-
ter of fact) to have the manpower 
and capabilities to invade ALL of 
Europe in a single day, but it’s a vid-
eo game, what do you expect?

With the adrenaline rushing ac-
tion of MW 3, it’s a disappointingly 
short game even on the hardest dif-
ficulty. Despite being played on an 
older game engine, the game is still 
visually appealing. The lighting 
and the graphics makes the player 
believe they are fighting a hope-
less battle in Paris against an army 
of Russian soldiers. However, with 
today’s Call of Duty games, it’s all 
about the online multiplayer. Multi-
player in any Call of Duty game is 
dangerously addicting, and Modern 
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Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 keeps the series in solid, entertaining forma-
tion as the U.S. goes to war with Russia.

ALEX FILLIMON
STAFF WRITER

Warfare 3 made 
some great chang-
es. 

The “killstreaks” 
have also been de-
signed into strike 
packages to bring 
an equal balance to 
all types of players. 
For all the non-Call 
of Duty gamers out 
there, killstreaks 
are rewards play-
ers get for killing 
certain amounts 
of enemy play-
ers without dying. 
Killstreaks include 
attack helicopters 
and UAVs (which 
pinpoint enemy 
locations, stealth 
bombers, etc).

You still unlock 
abilities in strike 
packages by get-
ting kills, but now 
you can focus your 

killstreak rewards so they suit your 
play style. If you’re not the type of 
player who goes on high streaks 
and not always caring about your 
kill/death ratio, you can take a sup-
port strike package. This package 
doesn’t have rewards that are as 
offensively focused as the assault 
package, but all kills carry over be-
tween spawns. This gives new play-
ers a way to positively contribute 
to the match. This new feature in 
multiplayer provides a more enjoy-
able experience for the player, and 
increases replay value instead of 
constant frustration.

Another new feature which I en-
joy is a type of match called “kill 
confirmed.” This type of match 

changes how the game plays, en-
couraging teamwork in ways the 
Modern Warfare series never of-
fered before. In this type of mode, 
everyone drops a dog tag when they 
get killed. In order for the kill to 
count and to get points, you have 
to not only kill the person, but also 
collect their tag (you can take away 
enemy kills by collecting the tags of 
your allies before the opposing team 
does). This type of game creates an 
entirely new type of gaming, where 
players must coordinate, play as a 
team, and attempt to use the dog 
tags as traps for enemy players. 

“Spec Ops” is another type of 
mode that was featured in Modern 
Warfare 2. In Modern Warfare 3, 
there are new missions and objec-
tives that you have to complete. For 
example, you might have to quickly 
take over a plane, while in another 
mission you’ll be tasked with dis-
arming chemical weapons. If you 
need help completing these missions 
(I know I do), you can have a friend 
help you so that you can get through 
the missions without a scratch, or 
bullet holes in this case. Additional-
ly, there’s a “survival mode,” where 
two players try to survive against 
endless waves of increasingly diffi-
cult enemies. Even though “survival 
mode” is very similar to Black Ops 
and World at War’s “zombie mode,”  
it is still very fun to play with a 
friend.

With all these new features for 
Modern Warfare 3, I’m glad I 
made the purchase for this game. 
They allow players to enjoy the 
full experience that Call of Duty 
currently has to offer. I know that 
I will be playing this game for a 
really long time…or at least until 
the next game comes out.
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Thirty-Four Years and Counting at the University  

As people usher in a new year, they 
often feel compelled to set New Year’s 
resolutions; goals that they hope to ac-
complish in the coming year. Unfor-
tunately, many people fail to follow 
through and achieve their goals. Ac-
cording to usa.gov, some of the most 
popular resolutions each year are to 
eat healthier, get a better education, 
get a better job, lose weight, manage 
debt and stress, quit smoking, recycle, 
save money, take a trip, and volunteer 
to help others. 

Proactivechange.com cites that 40 
percent of American adults set one or 
more resolutions each year. However, 
after the first two weeks of the year, 70 
percent of resolutions are maintained, 
but halfway through the year, only 45 
percent of people are still working to-
ward achieving their resolutions. 

“Everyone’s reasons for setting 
New Year’s resolutions are different,” 
said Thomas McCarthy, University 
psychologist. “It seems that resolu-
tions are a part of our culture. Psycho-
logically, there may be the perception 
that with a new year comes a new 
beginnings or a new start,” McCar-
thy added. “By making a new year’s 

resolution, a person may feel 
that this can be their chance to 
change their lives or change a 
bad habit.”

When setting New Year’s 
resolutions, people tend to 
forget that setting goals and 
achieving them are two sepa-
rate things. Just because one 
sets a goal does not mean that 
the goal will be met. Often 
times, New Year’s resolutions 
give people a false sense of 
accomplishment. They feel 
that the incoming year will be 
different simply because they 
have set a goal for themselves. 
However, people forget that 
it takes effort to meet their 
goals, and they have to put 
time and energy into achiev-
ing them. 

If one’s resolution is to exer-
cise more and to lose weight, 
going to the gym every day 
for the first two weeks of the 
year is not enough. People 
have to be willing to put the 
time into their resolutions 
from January 1 to December 
31. Resolutions are meant to 
be a continuing goal and not 
a onetime ordeal. “Success or 

A New Year, a New You 
NANA BONSU

STAFF WRITER 

JENNA INTERSIMONE
SENIOR EDITOR 

As busy members of the Universi-
ty community, we sometimes forget 
all of the work that goes behind find-
ing our professors, organizing our 
esteemed curriculums, and financ-
ing our residence halls and extracur-
ricular activities. However, standing 
behind all of these imperative deci-
sions is Provost Thomas Pearson, 
Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs, who is the longest standing 
Provost in the Northeast.

Pearson’s specialization is in Rus-
sian history, which he said interests 
him because, “It’s a land of fascinating 
paradoxes. It is the largest landmass 
in the world, a history of strong state 
power, and yet people are still able 
to evade it and challenge it.” He said 
that even when he was young, flip-
ping through an atlas, Russia always 
had a “mystifying” quality to it that he 
was attracted to. Plus, he grew up dur-
ing the 1960’s, the Cold War period, 
which only increased its perplexing 
characteristics. 

He went on to study Russian history 
as an undergraduate at Santa Clara 
University, and then as a graduate and 
doctoral student at the University of 
North Carolina. 

However, Pearson did not ever in-
tend to hold the position of Provost. 
In 1978, he started as an assistant 
Russian history professor, brought 
forth from Auburn University to 
Monmouth College in search of the 
ability to develop as a teacher. When 
Pearson was hired at Monmouth in 
1978, the then-college was facing 
some tough times as the faculty went 
on a two-week strike in 1979, which 
led to the removal of President Rich-
ard J. Stonesifer. Dr. Samuel Magill 
succeeded him in 1980.

Following his hiring, Pearson 
served as History Department Chair, 
Chair of the Academic Policy Com-
mittee, Director of the Honors Pro-
gram, Coordinator of Graduate Stud-
ies, and Chair of Faculty Council, 
among other positions. 

After four years at the University, 
Pearson stepped down as History De-
partment Chair so that he could work 
on his second book. Two weeks later, 
in 1981, Magill asked him to be his 
Provost for the remaining year. 

He accepted the job, thinking that 
it was temporary and he could try his 
hand at it. Thirty-one years later, Pear-
son still holds the position as Provost.  
Throughout his time here, Pearson has 
seen the University go through many 

changes. Starting out, Pearson said 
Monmouth had quite a few issues to 
deal with in 1978. “The campus was 
in very poor condition. The finances 
were troubled. The enrollment and 
quality of students was way below 
what we have now, and there was a 
lot of worry of month-to-month how 
Monmouth College would survive. 
It was pretty desperate. I even won-
dered, when I first got here, what I 
was doing here in the first place,” he 
said. 

Throughout the drastic positive 
turnaround that the University has 
gone through, Pearson said that his 
proudest accomplishment is, “We 
have become a university that is ma-
ture, respected, and has a strong aca-
demic reputation.” This ties in with 
the strong Centers of Distinction that 
exist throughout the campus, such as 
the Urban Coast Institute, the Rapid 
Response Institute, Kislak Real Es-
tate Institute, the Polling Institute, 
and the various schools and pro-
grams that exist throughout.

One of the many jobs of the Pro-
vost is to manage all affairs concern-
ing the faculty. Pearson hires faculty 
members, reviews them for continu-
ance, and determines if they will re-
ceive tenure or receive a promotion. 
In order to make the most responsible 
decisions for the University commu-
nity, he works with the faculty coun-
cil. 

Dr. Kevin Dooley, Honors School 
Dean and former student of Pear-
son’s, said, “Working with the Pro-
vost as a member of the Academic 
Affairs Planning Group (AAPG) has 
convinced me that he always leads 
with what is best for the academic 
reputation of the University. He also 
always takes others' opinions into 
consideration when making a deci-
sion. His best quality is his ability to 
eloquently convey a point in the most 
respectful manner to students and 
faculty who might be in a state of dis-
agreement.” Pearson also develops 
programs and curriculums, accredits 
all programs, and plans budgets. Ev-
ery academic department reports to 
the Provost, making him the key to 
keeping the entire University system 
moving in a stable direction. 

In order to manage such responsi-
bilities, one must be a careful plan-
ner, which Pearson considers himself 
to be. Even with careful planning, 
however, being Provost brings about 
new unforeseen issues constantly. He 
said, “Just about every day, a chal-
lenge comes about that I had not 
anticipated.” If he had to describe 

his job in one sentence, he would say, 
“Busy all the time.” The biggest chal-
lenge of being Provost, according to 
Pearson, is managing the reduction of 
resources due to the economic down-
turn. In 2007, the University received 
three and a half million dollars in aid 
from the state, which has been zeroed 
out because of the monetary crisis. The 
issue becomes how to not only create 
quality programs, but also continue to 
develop those programs with three and 
a half million less dollars. 

 “We don’t have big debt like other 
institutions do. In terms of quality, we 
have gotten great reviews and we are 
now being used as a model for other 
institutions. Plus, at 78-years-old, we 
are still very young compared to other 
schools,” he said. 

The Provost said that this is also 
what the biggest misconception in his 
position is; that he has “deep pockets.” 
He said, “This is different than it was 
from when I started. Now we have 
to ask ourselves, ‘Do we need this 
position?’ ‘What can we do with this 
space?’”

However, with these challenges, 
Pearson deals with a great amount of 
stress. “Anyone who has been doing a 
job like this for 20 years begins to feel 
a bit of fatigue from time-to-time, but I 
think what is good now is that I have a 
lot of experience. I also have wonder-
ful family and colleague support. The 
people in this office are unbelievable 
with working with me and keeping 
me on track. There are times when I 
think, though, ‘What day of the week 
is this?’”

One thing that he finds helpful is 
to work with other divisions to solve 
problems. Pearson said, “I find that 
in life if you just try to do it your-
self, you’re not going to get as far as 
you will when you work with others 
because you’re not getting a broader 
scope of ideas.” This is part of the job 
that interests Pearson the most. He 
said that he is always trying to figure 
out how the University can get to the 
next level, how we can get the right 
people working here, and how we can 
get the resources that we need. 

“It’s been very enjoyable to see the 
University develop as it has,” he said. 
“When we began to build up enroll-
ment, we had resources and money that 
came in and we had to decide do we 
want to use this or invest it? It was a lot 
of that thinking that allowed us to put 
money back into the campus presence.”

Even though it is a tremendous 
amount to manage and plan, Pearson 
said, “I have my moments when I feel 
everything is collapsing and crazy. Be-

ing a historian, I often think about 
the changes here and my time here 
has coincided with what the Soviet 
Union went through. That’s a much 
bigger change and a much more 
catastrophic one, but for us, its been 
largely an onward and upward pro-
gression.”

However, Pearson’s career as Pro-
vost has not been without regrets. 
He said, “Back in the early 2000’s 
when we were doing really well with 
enrollments, we missed an oppor-
tunity to price ourselves with an in-
crease in tuition, which would have 
led to more money to flow back into 
academic programs. So now we are 
looking to correct our pricing, but 
we are in an economic crisis that 
doesn’t allow us to.”

 This was not solely the Provost’s 
call, but he feels that he should have 
pushed harder so that conditions to-
day would be easier. Normally, there 
is a four percent increase in tuition 
per year, making the University 
above the middle line of private in-
stitution tuition in the early 2000’s. 
Now, we are in the bottle third for 
tuition rates. 

“For what we represent and the 
quality of the experience, it’s not 
good to be in the bottom third. We 
want to be close to the middle, but it’s 
hard to get there due to the economic 
conditions. We should have done 
five and a half percent increases in 
tuition for a few years,” he said. One 
of Pearson’s goals in the next five to 
10 years is to see Monmouth become 
a national leader in its programs, as it 
is already a leader in many programs 
on a state basis. We are already well 
on our way, being that nationally, 
the School of Social Work is in the 
Top 100, the School of Business is in 
the Top 280, and the Department of 
Communication is becoming very 
strong. Also, Monmouth holds one 
of the only undergraduate software 
engineering programs in the coun-
try. 

On the same note, Pearson hopes 
to continue educating students with 
teacher-scholars, who continue to 
produce and publish high quality 
work and research while teaching 
students. One of Pearson’s proud-
est accomplishments was decreas-
ing the professor course load so that 
professors had more time to publish 
work and superior professors could 
be hired. “We can always continue 
to do better,” Pearson said. “We 
should continue to stretch ourselves, 
since when you’re stretched, you 
feel good at what you accomplished 

and you feel better about taking the 
next step. In the working world, 
you’re going to be stretched all the 
time. There aren’t many free rides 
any more.” Pearson said that it dis-
tresses him when he hears that stu-
dents say they graduated Monmouth 
easily, since that means that students 
are depriving themselves of a true 
undergraduate experience. 

“People always say it’s the best 
time of your life, but that depends 
on the circumstances. You never 
have an opportunity like you do in 
these four years to explore who you 
are and to tap into something of in-
terest,” he said. The Provost teaches 
one course a semester, which he says 
helps him “keep pulse with the stu-
dents and faculty” and is his “energy 
source.” 

Tom Morton, who took Russian 
history I and II with Pearson, said 
that he only took the class because 
Pearson has such a strong passion 
for it, which makes the class exciting. 
Morton said, “I find him to be enthu-
siastic about Monmouth, which I see 
mirrored in his enthusiasm for Rus-
sian history.”

Pearson said, “I think it’s pretty 
good if you can say that after 40 years 
studying a subject, you’re still excited 
to continue with it. I’m still learn-
ing new things about it. Plus, I love 
working with the students. It’s a cli-
ché that the students keep you young, 
but if you really love what you do, you 
can handle a lot of things well. And, 
teaching sometimes gets me out of 
another meeting.” 
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One of the most common resolutions is 
to be fit for the upcoming year. 

failure has more to do with 
the preparation for attaining 
the goal and the person’s mo-
tivation,” McCarthy added. 
“So even if the resolution is 
difficult, I believe it is attain-
able if it is realistic, the per-
son really wants to make this 
change, they have a plan for 
how to accomplish this goal, 
and a support system to help 
them on their way.”McCarthy 
cites unrealistic goals as one 
of the main reasons people 
fail to follow through with 
their resolutions. 

“If a person really wanted to 
change a bad habit all year and 
did not, it is difficult to believe 
that they will be able to do so 
just because it is January 1,” 
McCarthy added. “In theory, 
New Year’s resolutions and 
the thought of accomplishing 
some task may sound like a 
good idea, but the difficult part 
is putting it into practice. The 
person may not have the mo-
tivation to change or the will 
power or skills needed to ac-
complish the resolution.”

Jason Elias, staff psycholo-
gist at McLean Hospital in 
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Provost Thomas Pearson is 
the longest standing provost in the 
Northeast. 

Belmont, Massachusetts, told Web-
MD, “What New Year’s resolutions 
tend to be is a statement of your mo-
tivation of your intentions. But the 
problem with that is that sometimes 
people set their goals too high, such 
as ‘getting my life on track,’ and those 
things are way too big to keep track 
of, to know whether or not you’re 
even making progress on them.” 
Elias recommends that people openly 
share their New Year’s resolutions be-
cause it may help act as a motivator 
to encourage people to stick to their 
plan. It places a certain level of ac-
countability on the individual. How-
ever, if the individual does not set a 
plan, their goal becomes harder to 
achieve.

“There may be several things a 
person can do to increase the like-
lihood that he or she will succeed 
with a New Year’s resolution,” Mc-
Carthy said. “First, set a realistic 
goal, and it is probably best to iden-
tify one instead of numerous goals 
at the same time. Finally, don’t be 
discouraged if you have a ‘slip up.’ 
No one is perfect, and many times, 
making a change takes time, and 
some ‘slip ups’ happen, but don’t 
give up, and continue working to-
ward the goal.”
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Following in the Footsteps of the Rich and Famous 

From athletes, to icons of en-
tertainment, to intellects who 
have made astounding contribu-
tions in their particular fields, 
many great names have attend-
ed our own university. Though 
some of these people may not 
have made it to MTV, we can 
still call them hometown heroes 
and celebrities. 

Who hasn’t heard of the rap-
idly growing reality series 
started practically in our own 
backyard? The idea for “Jersey 
Shore” was born at the Uni-
versity, originating from the 
imagination of Anthony Bel-
tempo, 1998 graduate. Profes-
sor Dolphin, television produc-
tions professor, said that she 
taught him in several produc-
tion classes as well as a theory 
class in the 1990’s. 

The next “Jersey Shore” name 
that was once on the rosters at the 
University may be more familiar. 
From Manalapan, New Jersey, 
Mike “The Situation” Sorrentino 
attended the University as a busi-
ness student. A Fox News inter-
view with Sorrentino revealed 
the entire history of his college 
education. 

“I went to Brookdale Commu-
nity College and received an as-
sociate’s degree before transfer-
ring to Kean University and then 

CASEY WOLFE
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to Monmouth College. I was al-
ways interested in business and at 
a young age ended up working in 
the mortgage profession- before 
the industry crashed.”

“The Situation” is not 
the only reality TV star to 
come from the University. 
Another an MTV reality 
show, “The Real World: 
Back to Las Vegas” casted 
Heather Marter from Del-
ran, New Jersey. She was 
a broadcast journalism 
major at the University as 
well as a member of Delta 
Phi Epsilon.

Two more reality TV 
stars have emerged from 
the University as well. 
Survivor: Palau contes-
tants Katie Gallagher and 
Stephenie La Grossa both 
attended the University. 
Gallagher, originally from 
California got her degree 
in communications with a 
concentration in tv/radio, 
for which she also won a 
national award. 

La Grossa was a 2002 
graduate living in Toms 
River, New Jersey. She 
earned her degree in mar-
keting and management. 
While at the University, 
La Grossa played lacrosse 
and became team captain by her 
senior year. Quite a few success-
ful athletes got their start at the 

University as well. Dallas Cow-
boys wide reciever, Miles Austin, 
played for the football team in 
college before going professional. 

His college profile can be found 
at gomuhawks.com. Also on the 
site is the profile of John Nalbone, 

now tight end for the Seattle Se-
ahawks. Nalbone graduated in 
2007. According to his official 
Major League Baseball (MLB) 

profile, Padres baseball 
player, Brad Brach attended 
Monmouth. Brach is from 
Freehold, New Jersey and 
was the college team’s all-
time leader in career wins 
and strikes. 

Ed Halicki played for the 
MLB as well as a pitcher 
for the San Francisco Gi-
ants. He made his MLB 
debut in 1974 at the age 
of 23. Halicki received his 
education at the University 
as well.

Christie Rampone, fa-
mous Monmouth alum, is a 
women’s soccer player from 
Point Pleasant, New Jersey. 
Her profile on ussoccer.com 
lists her as the University’s 
all-time leading scorer. She 
was also a point guard for 
the girls’ basketball game, 
but missed numerous games 
due to traveling with the na-
tional team. 

Well suited for his de-
gree in criminal justice, 
Greg Soto is a professional 
Ultimate Fighting Cham-
pion (UFC) fighter. Soto 
came to the University from 

New York City and now fights in 
Ocean, New Jersey. He revealed 
on his profile that he was not in-

After 30 years of painstaking 
research and investing billions 
of dollars in nanotechnology, In-
ternational Business Machines 
(IBM) scientists have rocked the 
modern scientific world yet again. 

Since the dawn of modern com-
puting, speculations of various 
calibers have plagued the question 
of how many atoms it would take 
to build a reliable magnetic mem-
ory bit. IBM’s research, published 
in the peer-reviewed journal, Sci-
ence, has shown that the numbers 
of atoms required to store a single 
bit of information, which now is 
generally stored in about a million 
atoms, has been slashed down to 
only twelve.

“Storage devices in 12 atoms?” 
said an awestruck Shivam Patel, 
sophomore biology major. “It is 
shocking to accept, but technol-
ogy is growing at a rapid pace in 
society today. It may cost a for-
tune to produce these devices, but 
it consumes less, making it energy 
efficient.” Of the various forms of 
information computers can under-
stand, the most basic type is a bit. 
Analogous to a door that can be 
only be open or closed, a bit can 
only have one of two values, “0” 
or “1.” The word “Think,” which 
is the corporate motto of IBM’s 
century old legacy, was encoded 
on an array of only 96 iron atoms. 
According to IBM.com, “a mag-
netic byte was imaged five dif-
ferent times in different magnetic 
states to store the ASCII code for 
each letter…one bit was stored by 
12 atoms and there are eight bits in 
each byte.”

Marveling at this new research, 
Sam Broadbent, sophomore 
chemistry major, said, “The abil-
ity to make a jump from the most 
advanced storage system, which 

Dawn of 2012 Revolutionizes Computing at 12 Atoms
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contained about one million atoms, 
to one which contains only 12 mol-
ecules shows what the scientific 
community is truly capable of.” 

Dr. Robert Pastore, adjunct pro-
fessor of physics, belives that “gi-
gantic amounts of storage will be 

available in the next couple years. 
This research may lead to micro-
processors base in quantum me-
chanics which can be utilized to 
solve big problems.” 

Possessing similar properties to 
the magnets on your refrigerators, 
the ferromagnets used by IBM 
have a unidirectional spin, which is 
the origin of the atoms’ property of 

magnetism. 
They are, according to IBM.

com, a major obstacle for down-
scaling magnetic data storage to 
the atomic scale because of the in-
evitable interaction of neighboring 
bits with each other due to the pres-

ence of magnetic fields. 
Consequentially, the harnessing 

of atoms to perform useful work 
requires an incredibly precise com-
mand of the quantum interactions 
between the bits.

This is accomplished via a scan-
ning tunneling microscope (STM) 
that allows scientists to actually 
manipulate the atomic configu-

ration of the 12 antiferromag-
netically coupled atoms that were 
used to store the bit of data for 
hours on end near absolute zero 
(about -460 degrees Fahrenheit).  
The STM cannot only be used to 
capture images of atoms but also 

reposition individual atoms, much 
the way a billiard ball might be 
moved by a pool cue with a sticky 
tip, according to the New York 
Times.

By harnessing the power of the 
STM, researchers have now gained 
the power to pack adjacent mag-
netic bits closer to each other than 
ever before, whereby significantly 

“[amplifying] the magnetic stor-
age capacity without disrupting 
the neighboring bits,” according 
to IBM.com. “As a result, these 
new magnetic storage devices are 
at least 100 times denser than, 
“today’s hard disk drives and solid 
state memory chips.” 

“This is really where we live,” 
said Andreas Heinrich, the lead 
investigator into atomic storage 
at IBM Research in Almaden, 
California, reported by the New 
York Times. “If you step outside 
of the press release, we are trying 
to control the quantum mechanics 
of this spin behavior to coax them 
to do whatever we want them to 
do.” In the future, this novel type 
of nanostructure will allow busi-
nesses to construct storage de-
vices that can store upwards of 
100 times more information in 
the same amount of space. The 
applications of this research are 
spilling on the tabletops of every 
branch of society as we live in an 
increasingly technologically ad-
vancing world.

As if it was a biological en-
zyme, technology has catalyzed 
the progress of our world in al-
most every facet of society, from 
transportation to telecommunica-
tion, from entertainment to edu-
cation, to render the world we live 
in and the tasks we perform rou-
tinely as nothing short of “magic” 
to an individual alive a hundred 
years ago. 

By the way we are going, Siri 
may answer that for you by do-
ing slightly more than answering 
witty questions. “The nation that 
discovers the next logic switch 
will lead the nanoelectronics era 
and reap the economic rewards 
associated with it,” said Ian Steff, 
vice president for global policy 
and technology partnerships of 
the Semiconductor Industry As-
sociation.

Public Figures of the University 

Will Allow Businesses to Store 100 Times More Information 
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Scanning tunneling microscopes allow scientists to manipulate the atomic configuration of the 12 anti-
ferromagnetically coupled atoms that were used to store the bit of data for hours. 

terested in wrestling in college 
and intends to continue his career 
in criminal justice with the New 
Jersey State Police. 

Monmouth has not only pro-
duced famous athletes and re-
ality television stars, but many 
intellects as well. Icons of law, 
medical studies and government 
among other subjects have at-
tended our own University and 
have encountered much success 
in their areas of knowledge. 
Noel Hilman, studied at the 
University and is now a United 
States federal judge. Also mak-
ing a major contribution in their 
field is the late Doctor Ronald 
Lapin. Lapin performed surgery 
on severely anemic patients 
without using blood transfu-
sions. He was known for help-
ing Jehovah’s Witnesses as well 
as other religious groups. The 
“bloodless surgeon” passed 
away in 1995.

Such hometown celebrities and 
icons give the University pride 
and confidence in its ability to 
educate its students. It also shows 
students that fame can come from 
close to home and success can 
arise from the grounds of West 
Long Branch, New Jersey.

Other people who have attend-
ed include Olympic swimmer 
Wendy Boglioli, Jack Lawless, 
Drummer for the Jonas Brothers, 
and Declan O’Scanlon, New Jer-
sey Assemblyman.

PHOTO COURTESY of siliva.com

Mike “The Situation” Sorrentino attended 
the University as a business major before his big 
break as a “Jersey Shore” star. 
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The Other Girls
Monmouth Dance Team Takes Third in The Battle of the Northeast Competition

NICK HODGINS
CLUB AND GREEK EDITOR

If you have ever been to a Uni-
versity football or basketball 
game than you have certainly 
seen this hard working group of 
students perform, whether it be 
during a time-out of a basketball 
game or half time at a football 
game. I’m not talking about the 
Cheerleading Squad. I’m not 
talking about the Pep Band. I’m 
talking about the Dance Team.

The University Dance Team 
was officially recognized during 
the spring semester of 2001. The 
team performs at every home 
football game as well as every 
home men and women’s basket-
ball game. This year the dance 
team consists of nine girls; three 
freshman, one sophomore, four 
juniors and one senior. 

Lauren Buonpane, junior math 
education major, is captain of the 
dance team, and has been danc-
ing for 15 years. Buonpane came 
to the University with plans to 
join the dance team. “I love be-
ing able to dance after all these 
years,” explained Buonpane, 
“and being involved with the 
University is great.” As captain 
Buonpane holds the responsibil-
ity of running practices every 
Monday, Wednesday and Sun-
day, helping choreograph the 
dances and being a leader.  Bu-
onpane said, “Being a junior and 
being captain is a lot of work, but 
the team has really come togeth-
er this year and I am proud of all 
the girls for the effort they put in 
every week.”

In addition to dancing at foot-
ball and basketball games here at 
the University, the Dance Team 
also takes part in competitions, 
their most recent one taking 
place in January of this past win-
ter break. The competition took 
place at South Brunswick High 
School and was called The Bat-
tle of the Northeast. The team 
placed third in the jazz dance di-
vision, finishing behind Rutgers 

and Providence College. 
According to Kristen 
Isaksen, advisor to the 
team, this was the best 
the team has ever placed 
at that particular compe-
tition.  

Isaksen works at the 
University as the Asso-
ciate Director of Finan-
cial Aid and has been 
involved with the Dance 
Team since it began in 
the spring of 2001. Isak-
sen referred to herself 
as the team’s strongest 
supporter. “My job is to 
handle as many adminis-
trative tasks as possible 
so the team can focus on 
what they do best – danc-
ing,” said Isaksen. She is 
the middle man between 
the team and University, 
attends practices, per-
formances, meetings and 
travels with the team. 
Isaksen said, “I really 
enjoy the time I spend 
with the team. All of the 
members are committed 
to making this team the 
best it can be. I’m proud 
of how far the dance team 
has come over the last 10 
or so years and I’m glad I 
could be a part of it.” 

Lindsey Irwin, is a ju-
nior English elementary 
education major and trea-
surer for the team. Irwin has 
been dancing nearly her whole 
life as well and came to the Uni-
versity with intent to join the 
team. As treasurer Irwin han-
dles most monetary tasks for the 
team such as collecting fees for 
competitions, clothing and fun-
draising. Irwin and Buonpane 
both agreed they prefer dancing 
for basketball games over foot-
ball games, because the team 
has more involvement during the 
basketball games. At the football 
games the dance team performs 
once before the game and once 
during half time as opposed to 

the basketball games where in 
addition to half time they also 
perform during time outs. “I love 
dancing for the University,” said 
Irwin, “More students should 
go the games though; the games 
are more fun when the MAC is 
full and it’s great to see school 
spirit.”

The dance team has competed 
at the NDA Nationals in Dayto-
na, Florida for the past two years 
and although they are skipping it 
this semester they plan to come 
back strong next year. Buonpone 
said, “It’s an expensive trip but 
it’s also a lot of fun. With five 
new girls on the team this year 

PHOTO COURTESY of Lauren Buonpane
The Monmouth Dance Team placed third in the jazz dance division in The Battle of the Northeast competition, 
finishing behind Rutgers and Providence College.

and only one graduating next 
year we decided to skip this year 
and practice hard with plans of 
competing march of 2013.” 

Nicole Dobron, junior health 
studies major, is co-captain of 
the team. “I love dancing for 
Monmouth and doing something 
I love as well as being part of a 
close group of girls that share 
the same passion I do,” said Do-
bron. The position involves help-
ing choreograph, helping with 
makeup before performances 
and pretty much whatever the 
team needs me for she explained. 
“Sometimes I feel the student 
body doesn’t realize how hard we 

work and what really goes into 
getting prepared before events; 
it’s not just simple games. Get-
ting prepared for the games, na-
tionals, and or competitions is 
a ton of work and is extremely 
time consuming,” Dobron said.  

Next time you are at a basket-
ball or football game, take note 
of the group of girls between the 
pep band and the cheerleaders. 
Maybe wait an 10 extra minutes 
during half time before getting 
up to get that pretzel or hotdog.  
All three teams collaborate at 
athletic events to bring enter-
tainment and support to the stu-
dents and atheletes. 

PRESS RELEASE

WEST LONG BRANCH – Relay for Life of Monmouth Uni-
versity will be kicking off their fifth birthday celebration on 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 2:30 pm in the Rebecca Stafford 
Student Center – Anacon Hall. Enjoy free food, activities, and 
prizes as we kick-off this year’s Relay Season.

If you were previously on a team or a participant of Relay and 
you have pictures from fundraisers you have done, we would 
like to showcase your fundraiser at this year’s kick-off! Please 
email your pictures to us at relaymonmouthu@gmail.com. 

To be a part of kick-off RSVP at relaymonmouth@gmail.com. 

Kick-Off Relay 
For Life!

Graduate Studies

Find out more by visiting

www.tcnj.edu/graduateprograms

Or call 609.771.2300

Take the right turn. Premier education ahead.

TCNJ | On Your Way
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Welcome Back to Those 
Who Studied Abroad

The Study Abroad Office welcomes all new and returning students. Our office makes it easy to 
participate in one of the University’s semester or summer study abroad programs. Live and learn 
with other Monmouth University students and students from other colleges and universities located 
in America and around the globe.

Welcome back!

Australia: Fall 2011: Alyse Desimone, Craig Dudek, Joshua Lewis, Christopher Libera, Kather-
ine Lyons, Matthew Marini, Paige Rossnagel, Jason Wiemken

England: Fall  2011: Michael Acosta, Britney Acquaire, Kaitlyn Baklarz, Joseph Battaglia, Dan-
ielle Comeau, Kathryn Culhane, Holly Deptula, Kathleen Dorsey, Anthony Guarnieri, Sarah Kirk, 
Samantha Kofsky, William Low, Benjamin Lowy, Rebecca McCabe, Kimberly Pereira, Walter Ra-
mos, Casey Reilly, Jamee Shea, Quinn Sims, Melanie Smith, Benjamin Sutton, Jonathan Warhol, 
Jaime Williamson

Italy: Fall 2011: Lianna Bass, Alexa Bolton, Amy Cancillieri, Lauren Cassel, Laura England, 
Alexandra Fitzgerald, Traci Luisi, Rachael Miseo, Christine Platania, Nicholas Salemme,  Ekta 
Shah,  Kaitlin Shea

Good luck!

Australia: Spring  2012: Janine Averbach, Noelle Downing, Katherine Gibson, Brendan Mal-
lon, Jason Weir

England: Spring 2012: Nicole Calascibetta, Matthew Carmel, Jacob Cohn, Shawn Diamond, 
Jennifer Dwiggins, Alexis Fox, Ryan Gilbert, Ayla Gudelsky, Michael Hamilton, Amanda Howson, 
Meghan Hughes, Jason Kane, Melanie Martinez, Hannah Rang, Kathryn Riordan, Melisa Safchin-
sky,  Matthew Scala, Andrew Sklover, Hannah Tichansky, Katherine Wells

 

Saliba Sarsar, Ph.D.		     Chris A. Hirschler, Ph.D., MCHES
Associate Vice President 	    Faculty Director, Study Abroad
for Global Initiatives 		     Assistant Professor,
Professor of Political Science	    School of Nursing & Health Studies

Robyn Asaro			       Rose Chasey
Assistant Director, Study Abroad   Secretary  
 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
AUSTRALIA – ENGLAND – ITALY, Fall 2012
ITALY – SPAIN, Summer 2012
Monmouth.edu/study_abroad

Club and Greek 
Announcements 

Begin by Believing
Begin by Believing is having 

a general club meeting Wednes-
day, February 1 at 3:30 pm in 
the student center’s carol affili-
ate conference room.  We will 
be talking about spring events.

Lambda Theta 
Alpha

Lambda Theta Alpha will 
be having a few events for the 
month of January.

First we will be at Meet the 
Greeks on January 24. Also, we 
are having an information social 
for ladies that are interested in 
learning more about us and our 
chapter on January 31. Location 
and times will be announced. 

February 21, we are having an 
event called Meet the Lambdas 
where both Lambda Theta Al-
pha Latin sorority, Incorporated 
and Lambda Theta Phi Latin 
Fraternity, Incorporated will be 
present.

Outdoors Club

The Monmouth Review is 
hosting a release party open mic 
in the lobby of Edison Hall on 
Saturday January 28 from 7:00 
pm to 11:00 pm. 

Bring your poems and guitars 
and come pick up a copy of the 
new magazine! Hope to see you 
there.

Monmouth Review

Men’s Lacrosse
The University men’s lacrosse 

program enters its third season of 
competition in the Liberty Con-
ference of the NCLL.  The Hawks, 
in their first season under head 
coach Jerry Dohn, went 2-0 in fall 
competitions in 2011, notching a 
5-4 win against Rowan and a 7-6 
victory over preseason #12 TCNJ.  

Led by senior captains Vin 
Sodano, Joe Milano, and Michael 
Asprocolas, the Hawks seek their 
first ever playoff berth and look to 
compete for the Liberty Confer-
ence Championship.  

Be sure to witness the team’s 
rise to national prominence this 
spring in home contests against 
Rutgers-Camden, Rowan, La-
Salle, Cabrini, Arcadia, TCNJ, St. 
Joseph’s, Temple, Delaware Val-
ley, and Rider.  GO HAWKS!

Welcome back! I hope you all 
had an excellent break and are 
ready to get back into Outdoors 
Club. 

We will be having a meeting 
this Wednesday, January 25 at 
3:30 pm in Bey Hall Room 132. 

We will discuss many things 
including a hike this Saturday, 
indoor rock climbing/boulder-
ing, paintballing, cross country 
skiing, a polar bear plunge and 
fundraising ideas. 

We will also discuss our po-
tential spring trip to Gettysburg 
and will have our new Outdoors 
Club t-shirts for sale. 

Please make every effort to at-
tend so we can gauge interest for 
the spring trip and discuss po-
tential ideas that you might have 
for the semester.

Debate Team

The Debate Team and will 
be having their second annual 
Monmouth University Debate 
Tournament on campus the 
weekend of January 28.

Alpha Xi Delta
Welcome back to another 

exciting semester! We hope ev-
eryone had a fantastic break. 

Just a reminder that Formal 
Spring Recruitment is January 
27-29! 

We encourage all eligible girls 
interested to come out and see 
what all the sororities have to 
offer!

All Lifestyles 
Included

ALI is sending a warm wel-
come back to the University’s 
returning students and newcom-
ers! 

Just a reminder that ALI 
meets every Wednesday on the 
third f loor of the Student Center 
(in the corner near the Affilito-
conference room)at 3:30 pm. 

We have a lot of exciting 
events and fun social gathers 
this semester including our 
fabulous, annual drag show and 
so much more! 

Come check us out, we are 
always doing something enter-
taining and getting everyone 
involved!

PRESS RELEASE

WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ – Jennifer Tornetta, President of PRSA NJ and Director of Pub-
lic Relations at AtlantiCare, kicks off the 2012 Speaker Series on January 25 beginning at 2:30 
pm with light refreshments. 

     
Tornetta joins membership appreciation day to enlighten members on internships, collabora-

tions, interviews and making connections to help them personally and professionally. 
     
Kimberly Mahon, President of PRSSA, comments on the event, “Jennifer Tornetta is an ac-

complished and esteemed public relations professional, so we are excited to have her as our 
first speaker of the semester. We are also looking forward to showing our appreciation for the 
incredible work that members of PRSSA have done this year.”

    
To show appreciation for the members and all their hard work, PRSSA will be supplying light 

refreshments such as coffee, tea and cookies. All are welcome to join the event and become a 
member of PRSSA!

    
The PRSSA bio-monthly Speaker Series was instituted in 2009 to provide networking oppor-

tunities for public relations students and professionals. To stay up to date about who is speaking 
when follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/speakerseries . For more information about 
the speaker series or Monmouth’s PRSSA Chapter go to www.monmouth.edu/prssa or contact 
Amanda Erdmann, Communication Director, at s0756510@monmouth.edu, or Dr. Shelia McAl-
lister-Spooner, Faculty Advisor, at smcallis@monmouth.edu.

2012 Speaker 
Series Kickoff

Featuring President of PRSA NJ on 
Membership Appreciation Day
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If you won the lottery, what would you do with the money?

“I would put a portion in an 
account for my kids and then 

buy a house for myself.”

“I would take off and 
concentrate on things I love 

doing, like music.

“Pay off my college tuition.” “I’ve always wanted a Great 
Dane, so my money would go 

towards that.”

Peter
junior

Nicole
sophomore

Allison
sophomore

Matt
junior

Allison
sophomore

Liz
sophomore

Phil
sophomore

Nicole
sophomore

Marisa
sophomore

“Probably travel. I would 
definitely go to Europe.” 

Tehya
sophomore

“I would probably travel the 
world and see everythring that 

I’ve always wanted to see.”

“I’d give half of it to charity 
and do something crazy with 

the rest of it.”

“Buy a house on the beach.” “I would put a portion away in 
savings and I would buy a car 

since I live out of state.”

“I would pay off school and 
save the rest for after 

I graduate.”

OAKWOOD LOUNGE
8PM & 11PM movies

S.A.B. EVENTS

27TH

28TH
Gift Card Bingo

25 TH
MLK Tribute Featuring Poet:
Marilyn Nelson
    7:30pm Anacon Hall

FRATERNITY & SORORITY LIFE

WELCOME  BACK!

Cash Attack Game Show
6:30pm Magill Dining Hall

8pm RSSC Cafe

BI
NGOWed. January 25th 

RA/OL Info. Session 2:30pm RSSC 202B

Housing Info. Session 2:30pm Young Aud.

Mon. January 30th 

Housing Info Session 7pm Wilson Auditorium

Tues. January 31st 

Housing Information Session 4pm Wilson Aud.

STUDENT MEETINGS

25TH - IFC Round Robin 10:15pm Bey Hall

26TH - IFC Recruitment Begins Runs through 1/31

27TH - PHC Formal Recruitment through 1/29

31ST - PHC Continuous Recruitment  Runs 1/30 - 2/1

GIFT  CARD  
B INGO

Sat. January 28th 

8pm RSSC, Cafe

Fri. 27th - Footloose (2011)

Sat. 28th - Drive

& Student Activities

JANUARY  25 TH - 3 1 ST   
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all your favorite beauty brands, makeup application & so much more!
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University Employee
Has Comic ‘Awaken’ing

MATTHEW FISHER
COMICS EDITOR

By day, Janine Frederick works 
for the University as an Assistant 
Website Developer, but by night 
she’s traveling into the furthest 
reaches of her imagination for the 
next great comic book story.  Re-
cently, Frederick wrote a five-page 
story titled “Awaken,” drawn by 
Ian Dorian, in the comic book 
anthology, “Out of Our 
Minds: Tales from the 
Comics Experience.”

“Awaken” is about a 
teenage girl who discov-
ers she is the Anti-Christ.  
The comic opens with the 
main character contem-
plating a dream where she 
kills an angel.  Soon, she 
delves into magic and en-
ters a vast library where 
she confronts an angel 
who informs her of her 
destiny.

The basis for “Awaken,” 
Frederick said, came out 
of her life.  “When I was 
younger, I’d have reoccur-
ring dreams that involved 
a lot of angels.  There was 
also a malevolent and evil 
presence in the dreams.”  
She continued to say that 
when it came to this story, 
“Let me do something 
cool with that and apply 
it to this 16-year-old girl.  
Are their problems less 
important than ours?”

Writing “Awaken” took 
about a month for Freder-
ick “in dribs and drabs.”  
She said each page took 
around three hours to 
write.  “You are commu-
nicating with an artist and 
an editor and telling them 
what’s in your head.  You 
have to picture things as writer, 
producer, and director all in one.  
Writing comics is the most chal-
lenging thing there,” Frederick 
added.

As for Dorian’s art, Frederick 
said, “I wanted [the story] to feel 
ether real.  You can look at the pic-
tures and study the pictures.  He 
lays out the pages so it isn’t messy, 
it’s interesting.”  Their collabora-
tion consisted of going over the 
story and the layout of the pages 
to make sure the art matched the 
script’s tone.  

From here, Frederick saw that 
Dorian understood her story, and 
“he made it even more beautiful 
than it was in my head.”  Dorian, 
who studied under artist Mark 
Texeria (“Ghost Rider”), also used 
Wilson Hall as inspiration for the 
story as well as places in Italy 
where he had studied art.  

While Frederick would write 
her story independently, she found 
guidance for trying to tell the best 
story possible in Comics Experi-
ence, where eager writers and art-
ists learn the trick of the trade for 
comic book narratives.  “I was 
taught how to form my ideas a bit 

better” and find “the comic story I 
wanted to tell,” she said.  The “Out 
of Our Minds” anthology consists 
of 12 stories by writers and artists 
in the workshop.  

Within this program are men-
tors that have experience in the 
comic book industry such as Andy 
Schmidt, Chris Sotomayer, Dave 
Sharp, and Jon Barber.  “[Comics 
Experience] is like having an editor 
always accessible.  It’s like a con-

stant Comic-Con.  We’re working 
24 hours a day online,” Fredrick 
said.  She also mentioned that Nick 
Spencer, writer of Image’s “Morn-
ing Glory” and Marvel’s “Secret 
Avengers” and “Ultimate Comics 
X-Men” was once involved in this 
program.

She continued to explain that in 
Comics Experience writers and 
artists communicate online, but 
those in the program will meet 
each month for sessions in the eve-
ning.  Frederick said, “We all want 
to see each other succeed.”

Although “Awaken” in the “Out 
of Our Minds” anthology has se-
cured a place for Frederick’s pursuit 
to be a comic book writer, she said 
she originally “did it for fun and 
didn’t think I’d do anything with it 
at all.  By way of [her husband] Ken 
drawing comics, I wanted a crack 
at writing comics.”  

Since then, her foray into the 
comic book industry has included 
stories with small publishers as 
well as second place in a competi-
tion by Zuda Comics (DC Comics 
defunct online comics’ site) in 2010 
for “Alexander Kristov,” written by 
Frederick and drawn by her hus-

band.
“Alexander Kristov” is about a 

Russian boy who runs away after 
his dad dies in an “accident,” and 
as he matures, he becomes a mer-
cenary for the KGB.  The story also 
required a large amount of research 
for Frederick, who studied Russia 
and its cities like Leningrad.

She described the experience 
as “grueling, gut-wrenching, and 
awesome.  If they still had the com-

petition, I’d do it again in a 
heartbeat.”

Frederick explained the 
Zuda competition by say-
ing that it was not only 
the United Sates, but other 
countries like Russia and 
China competing against 
each other with their on-
line comics.  “Everybody 
had the same tools start-
ing out, and whatever you 
did with the pages was up 
to you.”  She also men-
tioned how creators were 
successful immediately in 
the Zuda completion, and 
that the comments sec-
tions were alive with con-
versations.

Yet, Frederick men-
tioned that not all of her 
projects worked out quite 
as well but that’s the part 
of playing in the comic 
book industry.

Sarah Savarese, Direc-
tor of Enrollment Publi-
cations and Communi-
cations, is quite familiar 
with Frederick’s comic 
book escapades and said, 
“I think it’s great that Ja-
nine is so engaged and 
active in comic book writ-
ing.  She enjoys it very 
much and I’ve seen her 
garner increased attention 
to her talent in this area 

since she started working in my of-
fice.”

Savarese herself has a connec-
tion to the comic book world with 
her husband, who attended the Joe 
Kubert School in Dover.  “What’s 
cool is that he recognizes names of 
people he went to school with when 
we’re looking at what’s new in the 
comic book shop.  Who knows, 
maybe I’ll see Janine on those racks 
one day too,” she continued to say.

Currently, Frederick is work-
ing on a new project, which she 
wouldn’t delve into, but when 
it comes to writing or choosing 
stories, she wants to grab read-
ers emotionally.  Whether it is a 
humor, horror, or science fiction 
story, this upcoming writer said 
it doesn’t matter what the genre is 
along as she manages to make the 
reader reflect on her stories and feel 
something.

Overall, when it came to mak-
ing a comic book in general, get-
ting it published, and having others 
peruse it, Frederick summed up 
this excitement by saying, “There’s 
an adrenaline rush when you’re 
holding your book in your hands.  
That’s you.”

PHOTO COURTESY of Janine Frederick

“Awaken,” about a girl who learns she’s 
the Anti-Christ, was written by Janine Frederick, 
University Assistant Website Developer, and featured 
among other stories in the comic anthology, “Out of 
Our Minds: Tales from the Comics Experience.”
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Women’s Basketball Team Picking Up Steam

MAGGIE ZELINKA
STAFF WRITER

Hawks Have Won Their Last Seven Games After Starting 3-8

The saying “there’s no place like 
home” could not have been truer 
for the Lady Hawks basketball 
team this break. While most of the 
students of the University were 
rewarded with a winter break, the 
same could not be said about their 
team. From December 21 to Janu-
ary 16, the women competed in six 
games. Heading into the month 
long break, the women held a los-
ing record of 3-8. By January 15, 
the Hawks managed to improve 
their record to an even 8-8 by win-
ning five consecutive games.

The first team the women op-
posed over break was a 5-5 Nor-
folk State on December 29. Hav-
ing home court advantage, the 
women were able to pass Norfolk 
69-62. Although the Hawks did 
win, it was difficult to tell the out-
come during the first half of the 
game. Both teams were consistent 
in their play during the first half 
which lead to a fairly close game 
at half time with Monmouth hav-
ing a mere five point advantage. 
The second half was much like the 
first, a game of ups and downs for 
the two teams. 

It was not until the last two min-
utes of play did it become apparent 
that Monmouth was the dominat-
ing team. The key player of that 
game was junior wing Chevannah 
Paalvast. She had a career-high 16 
points along with four assists.

The team next hosted the Wild-
cats from Villanova University 
in which the crowd of 512 people 

may have seen the most up in the 
air game the women have had to 
date. Both teams kept their offense 
sharp during the first half and their 
defense even sharper. By halftime, 
Monmouth was leading Villanova 
27-20. 

Villanova bounced back and 
within six minutes of the sec-
ond half, they were able to make 
Monmouth’s lead only four points. 
The Hawks stayed strong and 
with about two minutes left on the 
clock, they were leading the game 
49-42. Villanova pushed their of-
fense to full force and with 50 sec-
onds left to play, all they needed 
was a field goal to tie up the game. 
Luckily for the Hawks, Villanova 
only scored a basket making the 
final score 49-48 in Monmouth’s 
favor.

After extending their winning 
streak to two games, the women 
then faced Wagner College who 
then held a record of 2-11. High-
lights of the game were Paalvast 
hitting double digits in points for 
her third straight game along with 
Alexis Canady scoring 15 points. 
Excluding the first minute of play, 
the women were able to stay ahead 
of Wagner for the entire game. 
Safe to say, the women soundly 
won with a final score of 65-42 
boosting their record to 6-8.

Closing out the Hawks home 
stand on January 9 was a Mount 
St. Mary, a team with an equal re-
cord as Monmouth. Since the two 
teams seemed evenly matched, it 
was hard to determine the outcome 
for the first 15 minutes of play. But 
at the five minute mark, the Hawks 

pulled ahead to a seven point lead. 
The women were able to sustain 
their lead and secure a 59-52 win 
making their record one win short 
of .500. The Hawks then traveled 
to Long Island on January 14 and 
St. Francis on January 16.  De-
feating Long Island 67-57 and St. 
Francis 53-44, Monmouth brought 
their record to a game over .500 

for the first time all season.
On January 21, the team came 

back to West Long Branch in or-
der to host a 9-8 Robert Morris 
as their opponent. Although the 
girls won that game 75-66, the real 
headlines were junior guard Aly-
sha Womack for scoring a career-
high 27 points to aid the women 
in their win. With this victory 

against Robert Morris, the girls 
currently are two games over .500 
with a 10-8 record. The women are 
half way done their season at this 
point and have some tough teams 
to face in their future. Upcoming 
games include Bryant on January 
28 away, rival Central Connecti-
cut State away on January 30, and 
Quinipiac at home on February 4.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Athletics

Alysha Womack has played a big role in the team turnaround, as she has averaged 13.6 points in seven 
games this season.

Indoor Track and Field Sprints 
Ahead of Competition

GAVIN MAZZAGLIA
STAFF WRITER

The indoor track and field team 
has posted some very strong fin-
ishes so far this year. 

The men’s and women’s teams 
kicked off the new year at Rut-
gers University in Piscataway, 
NJ the weekend of January 6-7 
in the Rutgers Invitational. 
Monmouth won a combined 14 
events for the men’s and wom-
en’s team, the most at the meet 
since 2003. 

Vince Elardo shined once 
again, after winning back-to-
back Northeast Field Athlete of 
the Week honors. He came in 
first place with a throw of 17.26 
m. in the shot put event. He also 
finished in first place in the 
weight throw with a throw of 
17.23 m. 

Shane Carle finished in fourth 
place in the shot put with a throw 
of 15.29 m. In the weight throw, 
Taylor Bernstein posted a third 
place finish with a distance of 
13.84 m. 

In the long jump, Joshua Lewis 
finished in second with a jump 
of 6.67 m. Stevenson Cajuste fol-
lowed with a third place finish, 
posting a mark of 6.44 m. 

For the women, Lindsey Walsh 
qualified for the ECAC Cham-
pionships in March after she 
recorded a high jump of 1.70 
m. She also finished in third in 
the long jump. In the pole vault, 
Lauren MacDonald finished in 
first place with a mark of 3.2 m. 

In the shot put, Rachael Ali-
otta came in first place with a 
mark of 13.02 m. 

The next and final day of the 
meet for the Hawks was promis-

ing. Rachael Watkins posted a 
first place finish in the 60 meter 
hurdles with a time of 9.15 sec-
onds. Amanda Eller finished in 
first in the 1000 meter run with a 
time of 2:57.26. 

In the 60 meter dash, Lachelle 
took first with a time of 7.95 
seconds. In the mile run, Jen-
nifer Nelson claimed first place 
with a time of 5:15.81. In the 
400 meter run, Laura Williams 
finished in first with a time of 
58.70. 

On that Saturday, the men 
also continued to post strong 
finishes. Chris Rutherford 
claimed first place in the 60 me-
ter hurdles with a time of 8.53 
seconds. Khari Bowen finished 
in first place in the mile run 
posting a time of 4:22.85. In the 
1000 meter run, Ford Palmer 
claimed first place with a time 
of 2:27.85. 

The following weekend, the 
Hawks were scheduled to travel 
to West Point, NY to compete in 
Army’s six team meet. 

For the men, Geoff Navarro 
claimed first place in the 60 yard 
dash with a time of 7.04, quali-
fying him for the IC4A Champi-
onships. Navarro also took first 
place in the 200 meter dash with 
a time of 22.58. In the like run, 
Ford Palmer took first with a 
time of 4:14.73, also qualifying 
him for the IC4A’s. 

Khari Bowen came in second 
place in the 3000 meter run with 
a time of 8:35.57, which was a 
new freshman record. This past 
week, Bowen received Northeast 
Conference Rookie of the Week 
honors for his record setting fin-
ish. Bowen was also recognized 
four times during the cross coun-

try season for his stand out per-
formances.

Elardo once again dominated 
in both the shot put and weight 
throw, claiming first place in 
both. 

On the women’s side, Ra-
chael Watkins finished in sec-
ond place in the 400 meter dash 
with a time of 1:01.52. Colleen 
Rutecki took third place in the 
500 meter dash with a time of 
1:18.57. 

In the mile run, Amanda 
Eller came in first with a time 
of 4:58.57, qualifying her for 
the ECAC Championships. First 
place spots were also taken by 
Lindsey Walsh and Rachael Ali-
otta. 

This past weekend, some of 
the team competed in the Great 
Dane Invitational in New York 
City while some competed in the 
Lehigh Mountain Hawk Invita-
tional in Bethlehem, PA. 

For the men, Vince Elardo 
finished in first in shot put with 
a distance of 18.31 m/60’1”. It 
was good enough to qualify him 
for the USA Championships. 
Elardo came in second in the 
eight throw with a mark of 18.89 
m/61’11.75”. 

On the women’s side, Jen Nel-
son came in first place in the 
5,000 meter run with a time 
of 17:27.30, qualifying for the 
ECAC’s. On Saturday morning, 
Monmouth posted some solid 
finishes at Lehigh. 

Darvin Henderson finished in 
fifth place in the triple jump with 
a mark of 12.78 m/41’11.25”. In 
the shot put, Dan D’Amato fin-
ished in sixth place with a mark 
of 14.18 m/46’6.25”. 

For the women, Kim Price 

came in third place in the tri-
ple jump with a mark of 11.06 
m/36’8” and in the shot put, 
Amber Brown finished in fifth 
place with a distance of 11.65 
m/38’2.75” followed by team-
mate Taylor Johnson who fin-
ished in sixth place with a mark 
of 11.33 m/37’2.25”. 

The Hawks will return to ac-
tion this weekend when some of 
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Mark Bernardo and Anthony Branco run for the finish line in a 
distance relay race.

the athletes will compete in the 
Terrier Classic at Boston Univer-
sity. Some of the others will be 
competing in the Bison Open at 
Bucknell University in Pennsyl-
vania. 

The Hawks next home meet 
will be next Wednesday, where 
they will be competing in the 
Moonlight in the MAC meet at 
4:00 pm.  
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Men’s Basketball Team Struggles
Continued Over Winter Break

Monmouth University; the 
small private college planted in 
the heart of the Jersey Shore, 
surely cannot produce profes-
sional quality athletes, cor-
rect? There is much doubt that 
a school of such size and cali-
ber will ever contribute to the 
ranks of the NFL, NBA, MLB 
and various other professional 
outlets…Boy could that as-
sumption be farther from right! 
Monmouth University, since 
its inception, has seen its share 
of draft picks and names heard 
once or twice on nationally 
broadcast television. 

Today’s focus will not be 
so much on every name of an 
alumnus who wore a profes-
sional athletic jersey, but to fo-
cus in on a handful which will 
dramatically change your per-
spective on the athletic talent 
here at MU. 

Surely the name Miles Aus-
tin jumps out, especially as he 
repeats the words “Attended 
Monmouth University” on Sun-
day Night Football, Monmouth 
is the alma mater of Kevin Ow-
ens, a New Jersey born profes-
sional basketball player who 
has seen time in the NBA De-
velopmental League and is now 
in Estonian professional basket-
ball. Fellow Hawk alumni and 
basketball player Alex Black-
well made the leap to the NBA 
in the early nineties and put Di-
vision-1 Monmouth on the map 
as a member of the Los Angeles 
Lakers. Other notable alumni 
from the Monmouth hard-
wood, according to basketball-
reference.com include names 
of draftees John Blair, Clair 
McRoberts, Bill Terry, and 
Don Wiley, who undoubtedly 
contributed immensely to the 
Hawk program in their heydays. 

As a Division-1 AA football 
member, critics might claim the 
program cannot produce NFL 
ready players. But this again 
would be an untimely guess. 
Monmouth-groomed athletes 
have seen their share of NFL 
gameplay. This of course in-
cludes Dallas Cowboys’ stand-
out receiver Miles Austin, but 
also: John Nalbone, former MU 
tight end who was drafted by 
the Miami Dolphins in 2005. In 
more recent Hawk football his-
tory, former players Chris Ho-
gan and Tom Ottaiano received 
serious NFL prospecting. Wide 
receiver Hogan was signed by 

the 49ers as an undrafted free 
agent early in the season and 
later was signed to the New 
York Giants practice squad. Ot-
taiano, an MU offensive line-
man, was drafted by the New 
York Jets before the 2011 sea-
son. 

A respectable baseball pro-
gram such as the one situated 
at MU bares no ignoring…
much respect should be paid to 
them as they’ve seen countless 
numbers of players go on to the 
professional ranks. Those taken 
deserve a high respect level and 
include names like: seventies 
professional Ed Halicki, for-
mer MU standout and recent 
San Diego Padres September 
call-up Brad Brach, and recent 
graduate Ryan Terry who was 
drafted by the Tampa Bay Rays 
in 2011. This only touches on 
Monmouth’s historic baseball 
past, but clearly, eyes must be 
opening as the column contin-
ues. 

A nationally-ranked men’s 
soccer program will clearly be 
expected to put forth profes-
sional caliber athletes…and 
that’s just what the coaching 
staff here did! Players such 
as Bryan Meredith and Ryan 
Kinne entered the MLS in 
2010 and Hugh McDonald, who 
played for the New York Red 
Bulls, even represented  his 
West Long Branch roots in the 
MLS. These names only touch 
on a few of the outstanding 
athletes who have ran across 
the sacred Great Lawn in his-
tory. RJ Allen, just drafted by 
Chivas USA, is the next name 
to watch out for. The Women’s 
soccer program can even add 
that they produced the US Na-
tional Team’s captain in Chris-
tie Rampone. Surely, the critics 
must be silenced by now.

A professional coaching staff 
may overlook the immense 
athletic drive this small school 
holds. But after briefing one’s 
self on the broad history of 
dominant talent that has passed 
through the campus, maybe tal-
ent scouts may want to book 
their next trip to an MU ath-
letic event. Being a part of the 
NEC, which itself has a his-
tory of producing professional 
athletes, Monmouth’s future in 
the area can only be bright. As 
our programs continue to rise in 
national stature, attention will 
only begin to wane more and 
more towards the potentially of 
this oh-so-small private ‘Jersey 
college.’ 

Shore Conference Player of the 
Year, First Team All-American two 
years in a row, and NSCAA/Adidas 
North Atlantic Region First Team 
Honors are only a few of the titles 
that can be added to soccer star, Ryan 
Clarks’, list of achievements. Being 
named player of the year by bigapple-
soccer.com is just one more major ac-
complishment this junior can add to 
the list.

The Freehold native first started his 
soccer career at the age of three when 
he played for a recreational soccer 
team coached by his mother. Being 
the first one in his family to play soc-
cer, Clark tried every sport before he 
made the decision to give up every-
thing else.

“I’ve played everything,” explained 
Clark, “I gave it all up before high 
school to just focus on soccer.” And 
it’s a good thing he did because once 
he reached high school Clark was be-
coming more recognized in the soc-
cer community. He was named Player 
of the Year, First Team All State, and 
All Region Player with 11 goals and 
15 assists in his senior year. 

Clark never imagined that his soc-
cer career would have brought him to 
where he is today. “I’ll play through 
high school,” stated Clark. “But then 
people started telling me I could go 
pro.” When deciding what University 
to play for, Clark really connected 
with the coaches here and the direc-
tion that they were heading in. 

As a freshman, Clark started all 20 
matches that he appeared in and land-
ed himself on College Soccer News’ 
top 100 Freshmen from Coast to 
Coast to Keep an Eye on. He ranked 
second on the team with six goals and 
17 points, which tied him for fourth in 
the league. Once his sophomore year 
came around, he only continued to 

improve, contributing more and more 
to the team. 

Although Clark plays midfield 
he still recognizes the meaning of 
‘team,’ and what it means to work 
together in order to win. “I couldn’t 
have gotten anywhere without my 
team,” expressed Clark. “You’re not 
going to receive any awards if you 
don’t win.” With a mentality like that, 
it is no wonder why the Universities 
soccer team has continued to be a 
strong and successful team. 

After one of his most successful 
seasons thus far, it appears that he has 
put in his share of hard work and ded-
ication Clark has put into his soccer 
career. Being named the player of the 
year is a huge accomplishment. “It’s 

pretty exciting,” Clark explained. “I 
worked really hard so it’s good to see 
that all my hard work pays off.” 

Clark’s road to success starts bright 
and early at six in the morning when 
he wakes up to ensure that he can get 
his full workout in before practice and 
classes. With such strong dedication 
also comes many sacrifices. “I can 
sacrifice what I’m doing now to bet-
ter my future,” are words that Clark 
lives by. 

Looking up to professional soccer 
players Christian Renaldo and Zena-
dine Zenad, Clark hopes to one-day 
play at the professional level after 
graduation. His advice for anyone just 
starting out is to “take it seriously and 
then just go with it.” 

The men’s basketball team fell to 
4-17 Saturday night after falling to 
Robert Morris University (RMU) 
81-73 in overtime. Junior guard 
Velton Jones carried the Colonials 
to their 15th win of the season. 

“Velton Jones is one of the best 
players in this league as a junior. 
He’ll be one of the best guys in this 
league next year. I bet he was one 
of the best guys in this league last 
year. He’s a tough kid,” said Head 
Coach King Rice. “That young man 
just really, really, really had a good 
game.”

Jones led all scorers in the con-
test with 35 points. He shot 10 of 20 
from the field, making six of his 11 
three-point attempts. 

None of his shots were bigger 
than one with 2:50 remaining in 
regulation. Phill Wait had just made 
a layup to put Monmouth ahead 
65-63. Jones silenced the crowd by 
draining a three-pointer from well 
beyond the arc to give RMU the 
lead and the momentum. 

Junior guard Dion Nesmith was 
the leading scorer for the Hawks. 
He shot eight of nine from the field, 
six of seven from beyond the three-
point line. Facing foul throughout 
most of the game and eventually 
fouling out, he scored 22 points in 
24 minutes of action. 

The Colonials led for most of the 
first half. Jones scored their first 
eight points, and eleven of their 
first 16. RMU was ahead 33-29 at 
the half, and Jones had accounted 
for 17 points. Nesmith was leading 
MU with 11. 

The Blue and White came out fir-
ing in the second half. Jesse Steele 
hit back-to-back three’s to give the 
Hawks a 35-33 lead early on. The 
Hawks went on a 19-1 run to start 
the half, leading RMU 48-34. The 
advantage was 15 after a Nesmith 
three with 12:15 remaining in the 
game. 

From here the Colonials never 
gave up. Their defense stiffened 
and they started making their shots. 
With just over five minutes remain-
ing in the game, an Anthony Myers 
layup tied it at 61. 

The teams went back and forth 
and were tied at 67 with 36 sec-
onds left. Monmouth put the ball in 
Steele’s hands to make something 
happen. His shot at the buzzer was 
off the mark and the game headed 
into overtime.

The Colonials dominated in 
overtime, outscoring the Hawks 
14-6 and winning the game. 

Steele scored 15 points to go 
along with six steals in the contest 
for MU. Wait also got into double 
figures, scoring 12 points in only 19 
minutes of action. Andrew Nicho-
las and Marcus Ware led the team 
in rebounds, each grabbing six 
boards. 

Myers joined Jones in double 
figures for RMU, scoring 16 points 
off the bench. Lucky Jones led the 
Colonials in rebounding with 14. 
Velton Jones added six assists to 
go along with his 35-point perfor-
mance.

Before this game, the Hawks 
finally put an end to their losing 
streak on January 19, when they 
defeated Saint Francis (Pa.) 68-50.

Mike Meyers Keitt led the way 

for the Hawks with 17 points and 
seven rebounds. The Hawks led 
24-23 at half time, and then had a 
dominant second half.

The Hawks put together a strong 
defensive effort and in the end they 
were able to grab an 18 point vic-
tory over a fellow NEC opponent.

This week the Hawks travel 
to Central Connecticut State and 
Bryant for Northeast Conference 
(NEC) contests. 

Monmouth struggled while stu-
dents were away on break. The 
team went 1-8. Their lone win came 
against Mount St. Mary’s. 

The Hawks are near the bottom 
of the NEC with a 2-6 record in the 
conference. Long Island University 
Brooklyn leads the conference at 
7-0. Wagner and Central Connecti-
cut State are tied for second with re-
cords of 6-1. Robert Morris is next 
with a 6-2 record. 

Coming into the Robert Morris 
game, Monmouth had the worst 
defense in conference, allowing 79 
points per game, 18.5 points more 
than the conference leader. 

Monmouth is also eleventh in the 
conference in free throw percent-
age, making only 63.2%. Giving up 
a lot of points and missing out on 
easy opportunities like free throws 
are the kind of things that hurt a 
team. These are two important 
reasons why the Blue and White 
haven’t had a successful year so far. 

Up next for the Hawks, they 
will travel to Connecticut to take 
on Central Connecticut University 
on Thursday. Following that game 
then will play another game on the 
road in Rhode Island against Bry-
ant University.

RJ Allen Selected 
Fifth Overall in MLS 
Supplemental Draft

THE OUTLOOK SPORTS STAFF
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Ryan Clark was recently named bigapplesoccer.com’s player of the 
year, adding to his numerous accomplishments this season.

RJ Allen became the third 
Hawk to be selected in the MLS 
Supplemental Draft in the past 
two years. He joins the likes of 
Bryan Meredith (selected by Se-
attle) and Ryan Kinne (selected 
by New England).

Allen was chosen fifth overall 
by Chivas USA last Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Allen’s Hawk career came to 
a close with 37 points on 7 goals 
and 23 assists. He was monumen-
tal in helping the Hawks make 
three straight NCAA Tournament 
appearances and four-straight 
Northeast Conference Regular-
Season Championships.

This season he also received 
his second straight All-American 
Honor and third straight All-Re-
gion First Team honors.
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