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Just in time for her soon-to-
be-relleased movie, Alice and 
friends are coming to MU.

Rachel Alexandra Wins Horse 
of The Year. Read more here.

Now that Jersey Shore is over, 
learn about the art of fist 
pumping.

The Greek community kicks 
of its spring recruitment with 
the Meet the Greeks.
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TD Bank Foundation Awards 
Debate Hawks Grant to Mentor 

High School
After nearly three and a half 

years, Sara Van Ness, a gradu-
ate student in the English MA 
program, is in the final stages of 
having Watchmen as Literature: 
A Critical Study of the Graphic 
Novel, a full length book that 
grew from her Undergradu-
ate Honors Thesis, released this 
coming spring.

In the summer of 2006, as a 
sophomore, Van Ness enrolled 
in an independent study focusing 
on Twentieth-Century American 
war literature with Dr. Stanley 
Blair, an Associate Professor of 
English. Among the books for the 
course was Alan Moore and Dave 
Gibbons’ Watchmen, a graphic 
novel. The book impressed her 
so much that it became the fo-
cus of her Undergraduate Honors 
Thesis.  

“I bought my copy [of Watch-
men] at the local bookstore, and 
like many readers, I read into the 

early hours of the 
morning.  I was 
drawn into the 
text by the reality 
of the characters 
and setting, the 
action and sus-
pense of the text, 
and the beauti-
fully detailed im-
ages,” Van Ness
explained.

After completing the first in-
dependent study with Blair, 
Van Ness worked closely with 
him during the next two years 
enrolling in additional indepen-
dent studies with him. “In each 
of these studies, I discussed the 

Student Writes 
First Full-length 
Work Analyzing 

Watchmen

VaN NEss

photo courtesy of petra Ludwig

Jordan T. Johnson, Asbury Park High School Sophmore; Domenick M.
Servodio, vice president, TD Bank; Dr. Joe Patten, political science pro-
fessor and advisor to MU Debate Team; Miguel Nunez, Asbury Park High 
School Junior; Dr. Rekha Datta, director of Monmouth University’s Institute 
for Global Understanding and chair of Department of Political Science.

Computer 
Science 
Students 

Celebrate UPE 
Establishment 

in D.C.
MOrGaNNE FirMsTONE

staff writEr

University members of Upsilon 
Pi Epsilon (UPE), the honor soci-
ety for Computer and Information 
Science, gathered in Washington, 
D.C. at the Newseum’s Greenspun 
Family Terrace to commemorate 
the founding of the UPE and to 
learn more about digital signage 
technology on January 11.

January 11, 2010 had tremen-
dous significance to UPE mem-
bers across the country including 
MU affiliates Brianna Kipnis, 
Maura Breiner, Jennifer Bassett, 
Abraham Dweck, Katelyn Mul-
liken, UPE advisor and Director 
of Information Technology, Pro-
fessor Maureen Paparella, and 
Information Technology Profes-
sor Guillermo Santamaria.  

On January 10, 1967 the first 
meeting of the UPE convened at 
Texas A&M University.  How-
ever, the president of the Drexel 
University chapter of the UPE 
noticed that January 11, 2010 at 
10:11:11 A.M. would represent 
something quite ironic.  Minus 
the punctuation, the date and 
time would be 1111 010 1111.  In 
binary code, significant to all 
computer and information tech-
nologists, this number represents 
1967—the year of the UPE’s es-
tablishment.

The location of this event was 
chosen due to interest in the 
Newseum’s installation of pro-
prietary high-end digital signage 
technology.  Dr. Michael Palladi-
no, Dean of the School of Science, 

Monmouth Professors Publish Social Work Text
LaUrEN bOyLE

staff writEr

This past fall Monmouth Uni-
versity professors Kelly Ward, 
PhD, LCSW, LCADC and 
Carolyn Bradley, PhD, LCSW, 
LCADC published a text titled 
Forensic Social Work: Psychoso-
cial and Legal Issues in Diverse 
Practice Settings. 

The text was co-published 
with Tina Maschi, PhD, a former 
Monmouth University professor, 

now at Fordham University. 
Several Monmouth faculty 

members also contributed ar-
ticles to the text including, Dr. 
Nora Smith and Dr. Rosemary 
Barbara of the School of Social 
Work, Dr. Nancy Mezey of the 
Political Science Department, 
Dr. Rebecca Sanford of the Com-
munication Department, Dean of 
the School of Nursing and Health 
Studies Dr. Janet Mahoney, Dr. 
Laura Kelly of the School of 
Nursing and Health Studies, 

Dr. Marie Mele of the Criminal 
Justice Department, and Social 
Work Graduate student Jennifer 
Ristow.

According to Dr. Carolyn 
Bradley, the book was the idea of 
Dr. Tina Maschi, former School 
of Social Work professor. “Dr. 
Maschi approached Dr. Ward and 
I to help with the book because 
of our expertise in topics that she 
wished to include in the book: 
mental health, addictions, and 
education,” Dr. Bradley said. 

Dr. Kelly Ward explained the 
process of completing the book, 
which took about 18 months. 
“We had to organize the book, 
and ask for the authors to write, 
review and edit those chapters. 
Then send those out to the pub-
lisher, who sent the book out to 
three blind reviewers.” Blind re-
viewers do not have knowledge 
about the authors of the book or 
the contributors.   

On the book’s contributions 
by other Monmouth faculty, Dr. 

Ward said, “we always conceptu-
alized it as a collaborative effort 
amongst many people who had 
interest in the field, and from a 
multi-disciplinary approach.” 

Social Work can encompass 
many different areas, and, ac-
cording to Dr. Ward, “There are 
a lot of social workers who are 
working in forensic areas, proba-

Text continued on pg. 4

The University’s Institute for Global Un-
derstanding (IGU), along with the competing 
Debate Hawks, have received a grant from 
the TD Bank Charitable Foundation in the 
amount of $7,000 to create a debate team for 
Asbury Park High School for the 2010-2011 
academic year. 

Members of the university Debate Team 
will mentor the high school students and 
teach them the skills and knowledge required 
for debating. The Debate Hawks will train 
the students so that they may be take part in a 
variety of high school debate competitions.

Dr. Joe Patten, Political Science professor 
and advisor of the Debate Hawks, is very 
supportive and excited for the creation of the 
high school debate team. He said when the 

team first made a trip to Asbury Park High 
School, there was “a lot of electricity in the 
room.”

How the training sessions will be con-
ducted are still in the planning stages, Pat-
ten said. He said he is really looking forward 
“to getting college and high school students 
together.”

Patten said that a grant was submitted to 
the TD Bank Charitable Foundation through 
the grant office. Taken from the submit-
ted grant, the program is aligned with TD 
Bank’s Charitable Foundation’s goal of “re-
inforcing basic learning skills, English as a 
second language, tutoring and mentorship, 
and education-focused youth development 
programs and initiatives.”
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MU President 

   Welcome to a new semester and a new decade!  It’s great to have you here as part of this campus community, a community that cares for one 
another and one that is built on mutual respect for the roles we all play here.

   As you settle in to a new semester, I want to encourage you to take advantage of all that is here to support your experience as a student. Use 
the new Fitness Center in the MAC to stay healthy; come out and support the many teams that represent Monmouth so well; participate in activi-
ties run by YOUR Student Activities Board; and if you need assistance for classes or anything else along the way, seek help at the Division of 
Student Services or the Center for Student Success.

The key to a successful semester is a healthy balance in your academic endeavors, work/family responsibilities, and social experiences. Try to 
make sure that you keep this balance through a sense of humor and optimism, even as you face difficult circumstances!

We are all here to help you achieve the goals you have identified for your personal growth and development.  Access our services. Ask ques-
tions. Become partners with us for your success!

Here’s to a great semester!

Mary Anne Nagy

Welcome back. And, if you are one of about 200 new students here, welcome to Monmouth University.
I trust you all had a great Winter Break and that you are ready to engage in the Spring Semester.  The semester will be filled with activities; 

athletic events in the MAC; the Spring Musical in February; the Global Understanding Convention in April; then we go out into the improving 
weather with spring sports, Spring Fest and lastly, a few good days at the beach. 

There will be a great deal going on.  Your most important task, however, is establishing an immediate and useful academic relationship with 
your new professors and focusing on good results in class.  America needs well-educated young leaders to take us back to prosperity.  You are 
our best hope.  Do well. 

Welcome back and … take care of each other.

Paul G. Gaffney II
President

P.S. Those of you within a semester or two of graduation should plan to talk to the Career Services Office on the lower level of the Stafford 
Center.

VP Student Services

The IGU have already estab-
lished a relationship with Asbury 
Park High School, when the Big 
Brother Big Sister mentoring pro-
gram was created between the uni-
versity and high school students 
this past year.

Patten said Rekha Datta, Direc-
tor of the IGU, was a major part 
of this establishment and of Big 
Brother Big Sister. He also thanked 
Tony Lazrur and Freda Karpf from 
the grant office “who worked so 
hard on this.”

“It is part of IGU’s mission to 
empower students for leadership 
through service in local and global 
communities. To us, the world is 
interconnected. By creating an op-
portunity for MU debaters to help 
Asbury Park High School create 
their debate team, we hope to ac-
complish many positive outcomes 
for all the participants. IGU already 
has a mentorship program with As-
bury Park High School students, 
and this grant proposal evolved out 
of that project,” Datta said.

Patten also said other grants are 
being sent to other opportunities 
to sustain more money for the pro-
gram. As for expanding the pro-
gram to other high schools, he said 

Debate Hawks Will Guide Asbury 
High School Students Next Fall

Debate continued from pg. 1 that for now the University “wants 
to maintain a close relationship 
with Asbury Park High School.” 

“It is a lot to do with just one 
school. A lot of time and commit-
ment goes into doing this. We are 
going to do special things.”

Datta also said, “The mentorship 
program is part of the United Na-
tions Academic Impact program 
that IGU is part of. As a part of that 
program, we hope to create bridges 
of understanding and empower-
ment between university and high 
school students, to open doors of 
higher education for all students. 
This is a local initiative, but can be 
replicated anywhere in the world, 
as education is an important source 
of empowerment in all societies.”

Senior and Debate Hawks Cap-
tain Kristyn Mikulka said she is 
excited about expanding debate 
to new schools and teaching them 
skills that will be beneficial to 
them in life. “I want to teach them 
the art of not only reason, but also 
for them to learn how to think on 
their own.”

Patten, who also coached debate 
teams at West Virginia University 
and Buena Vista University, stat-
ed, “One of the great things about 
[training the high school team] is 
that you learn a lot by teaching, 

and I think the students will learn 
a lot in life, in general, by mentor-
ing and  teaching the students at 
Asbury Park High School.”

The Debate Hawks have com-
peted against several schools, in-
cluding Cornell University, the 
U.S. and Naval Academy, Boston 
College, and New York University, 
and have received several awards 
and recognition. Their next com-
petition involves a trip to the Uni-
versity of Miami next week, where 

five teams from Monmouth will 
compete in tournaments from Fri-
day through Sunday.

The University’s debate team, 
which currently consists of 20 
members, was formed last year and 
is currently the highest ranking de-
bate team in New Jersey.

Patten also brought about the 
importance of a high school debate 
team. “It teaches you to speak in 
public structures, and in order to 
see weaknesses in argument. Some 

of the most well-known speakers 
have a background in debating. 
[Debating] is a skill that when you 
link it with knowledge, especially 
to link it with the Monmouth mot-
to, when leaders look forward, it 
makes that connection and link for 
debaters to lead.”

Patten said the Debate Hawks 
are always looking for new mem-
bers, and anyone who is interested 
can join. No experience is neces-
sary.

Photo courtesy of http://farm2.static.flickr.com

Asbury Park High School students will be trained by members of the University Debate 
Team from a $7,000 grant awarded to the Institute of Global Understanding and the De-
bate Team by the TD Bank Charitable Foundation.

1/20 - 1/26

THEFT
1/23/2010 - 
BETWEEN 12:00 & 3:00 AM
GREAT LAWN APTS.

POSS. OF CDS / 
PARAPHERNALIA
1/20/2010 - 12:34 PM
BAY HALL

THEFT
1/21/2010 - 10:35 PM

LOT #6

STUDENT MISCONDUCT
1/22/2010 - 2:58 AM
PINEWOOD HALL

UNDERAGE CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOL
1/22/2010 - 4:18 AM
PINEWOOD HALL

UNDERAGE CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOL
1/22/2010 - 11:09 PM
BEECHWOOD HALL

CRIMINAL TRESSPASSING / 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
1/24/2010 - 7:02 AM
GREAT LAWN APTS.
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 Wednesday, 2/10 Annual Diversity Awareness Training 
              Break the Cycle, Be the Change, 9:00am-10:30am, Wilson Auditorium Join 
members of the campus community for this presentation by the American Conference on Diversity which 
explores the connections between different forms of prejudice through skits, role‐plays and facilitated dialogue.  
Learn how individuals can become agents of unity at school, homes, workplaces and communities. 
              Journey into Diversity (requires on-line application) 10:45am-4pm, The Club 
Following “Break the Cycle be the Change” this program will delve further into diversity while helping you 
become an agent of unity. Please apply at http://www.monmouth.edu/resources/diversity_training/default.asp. 
      

     Thursday, 3/18 My Body, Myself, 2:30pm-4:00pm, Wilson Auditorium Ever had a bad “body” 
day? Week? Month? This program will help you understand the connection between your body and your feelings 
and moods.  

    Tuesday, 3/23 Safe Zone I Training, 2:30pm-4:00pm, Club Lounge A voluntary program which 
creates allies, support, and resources for MU lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning students and 
employees. The purpose is to create a network of allies with the hope of reducing homophobia and heterosexism, 
making our campus safe for all.  

     Thursday, 3/25 Take Back the Night, 7:30pm, Wilson Auditorium Rape, sexual assault, sexual 
abuse and domestic violence are often labeled “crimes of silence” because of low reporting rates and social 
discomfort with their public discussion. Men and women can come and take back the night for women 
everywhere by sharing a poem, story, or short statement of sexual violence.

     Tuesday, 3/30 Safe Zone II Training, 2:30pm-4:00pm, Club Lounge This is a follow up to Safe 
Zone I and was created for Safe Zone I graduates who want more resources and more practical application of how 
to be an ally.  
 
 
     Thursday, 4/8 Beat Stress Day 

Mental Health Screening, 11:00am-4:00pm, Afflitto Conference Room, RSSC 
Students are invited to participate in this mental health screening and learn about anxiety and other mood 
disorders.  After the brief screening, licensed counselors will provide feedback on the results.  Videos and self‐
help literature are available throughout the day. 

Emotional Freedom Technique Program, 7:00pm-8:30pm, The Club Set Yourself 
Free! A trained practitioner will present simple to use tapping techniques to reduce test anxiety and performance 
anxiety to increase academic and athletic performance. 

     Wednesday, 4/28 DeStress Fest, 1:00pm-4:00pm, Anacon Hall A & B Celebrate the end of the 
semester and get ready for finals!  Food, fun, door prizes, massage, reiki, movies and more.  Bring your friends! 

For information on Spring 2010 Discussion Groups, please contact CPS directly. 
 

Monmouth University 
Counseling and Psychological Services 

Tel. 732‐571‐7517 FAX 732‐923‐4758 Email: mucounseling@monmouth.edu  

For special accommodations, please contact us before the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A complete description of the Annual Diversity Awareness Training  
can be found 

http://www.monmouth.edu/resources/diversity_training/default.asp. 

Applications are being accepted. To apply, please complete our 
http://www.monmouth.edu/resources/diversity_training/application.asp. 

 
Additional Information regarding the Annual Diversity Awareness 

Training may be obtained by calling 
Kate M emoli, LCSW at 732-571-7517. 

 

Part 1: Break the Cycle, Be the Change 
       9:00am‐10:30am 
       Open to the Campus Community 
                Wilson Auditorium 

Part 2: Journey into Diversity 
       10:45am‐4:00pm 
       By application only 
 

For special accommodations, please contact us prior to the program at 732-571-7517. 

Is law school in your future?

If so, Law School Strategies can help. 
Join us at a seminar to get an insider’s 

perspective on what law school is 
really like. Come learn the strategies 

and approaches to follow, and the tools 
and skills you’ll need to navigate your 

way through law school.

For more information and to register, 
visit www.lawschoolstrategies.net.

 Or call Alan Lewenstein, Esq.,
at 201-625-5429. 

LAW SCHOOL STRATEGIESLAW SCHOOL STRATEGIES

in conjunction with Paparella 
and the UPE, have been working 
on bringing digital signage tech-
nology on campus. 

Palladino explained, “The digi-
tal signage project will involve 
strategically placing flatpanel 
touchscreen displays through-
out Edison and Howard Halls to 
enhance communication of key 
information.  For example, these 
displays will provide scrolling and 
touchscreen access to information 
such as department, faculty and 
staff office locations, announce-
ments, School of Science news 
items, and daily events in the 
School.” 

The digital signage project will 
not only add to the effectiveness 
of communication on campus, 
but it will also add prestige to the 

Students Present Binary Number 
for 2010 in Washington

Newseum continued from pg. 1 University and its students in the 
field of computing and technology, 
added Palladino.

Paparella made contact with the 
Newseum’s technology adminis-
trators to tour the facility during 
the visit, and MU UPE students 
spent over two hours with the Di-
rector of Engineering and produc-
er and manager of interactivity.

Palladino believes that the UPE 
and trips such as the Newseum 
visit are vital in the success of the 
University and its students. “By 
participating in the Washington 
D.C. trip, students from our UPE 
chapter showed their leadership 
skills by honoring the founding 
of UPE as a national honor soci-
ety, they benefited from interact-
ing with students and faculty from 
other UPE chapters around the 
country, and by doing so provided 
a visible presence for Monmouth 

University.”
Dr. Jay Wang, chair of the De-

partment of Computer Science and 
Software Engineering at the Uni-
versity, also noted the importance 
of organizations such as the UPE. 
“It enables students with outstand-
ing academic performance to be 
recognized for their achievement. 
It also helps students better under-
stand their field and how they can 
contribute to the field.”

Professor Paparella encourages 
those who are pursuing a degree in 
computer science, software engi-
neering or information technolo-
gy, with a minimum of a 3.0 GPA, 
an upper 35 percent class rank, 
and completion of 45 credits at the 
University (15 in a computing dis-
cipline), to join the organization 
and help to spread knowledge and 
awareness about Computer and 
Information Technology. 

photo courtesy of Maureen paparella

Abe Dweck, Maura Breiner, Prof. Guillermo Santamaria, Prof. Maureen Paparella, Brianna 
Kipnis, Jen Bassett, and Katelyn Mulliken pose at the Newseum in Washington D.C.

Catholic Center

Sunday Mass ~ 7 PM
 

Eucharistic Adoration ~ Mondays at 7 PM followed by 
Rosary at 8 PM

 
Daily Mass ~ Tuesdays through Thursdays ~ 12 PM in 

Wilson Hall Chapel

Bible Study ~ Wednesdays at 7:30 PM

Ash Wednesday Services ~ 12 PM, 12:30 PM and 1 
PM in Wilson Hall 

 
Social Nights ~ Thursdays at 7 PM

  
Catholic Centre at M.U.

16 Beechwood Avenue ~ 732-229-9300
Gate to our house is located in the rear of  Lot 4, next to the Health 

Ctr.

 
Check us out on the web: www.mucatholic.org & on Facebook: Monmouth 

University Catholic Centre
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{732-923-4786  www.monmouth.edu /arts
Gallery Exhibitions

Free and Open to the Public

rOtary Ice HOuse Gallery
Tom Parr Comes Home: 1985 - 2010
(a multi-media exhibition by an MU graduate)

January 19 – March 12
Lecture: WIlsOn Hall audItOrIuM

thur | January 28 | 4:30 – 5:30pm

Opening Reception in gallery: 5:30 – 7pm

And in the 800 Gallery
Thomas Schneider: Recent Paintings & Drawings
January 25 – March 12
Gallery Talk and Opening Reception:
thur | February 4 | 4:30 – 7pm

© PeTer Turnley

artist’s Website: web.mac.com/tommyp23

Various University Authors 
Contribute to Text

Text continued from pg. 1

tion officers, parole officers, 
social workers in jails and pris-
ons, and there is not enough 
teaching material on the topic.” 

Dr. Bradley said, “The book 
expands the definition of forensic 
social work beyond the tradition-
al view of expert testimony and 
working with people who are in-
volved with the justice system.” 

The various contributing au-
thors of the text address the many 
different areas of study and in-
formation. Dr. Janet Mahoney 
co-wrote a chapter with former 
Social Work professor, Dr. Mor-
ris Saldov, titled “Forensic Prac-
tice with Older Adult Victims of 
Abuse”. As the population is ag-
ing, elder abuse is gaining more 
attention, Dr. Mahoney said. 

Jennifer Ristow, who gradu-
ated in December 2009 with a 
Masters in Social Work, was in-
vited by Dr. Maschi to work on 
the book.

From a student’s perspective on 
the way this text may benefit the 
field of social work, Ristow said, 
“I think of this book as a prac-
tical way for students to learn 
about potential career choices, 
and for the field of social work to 
continue to analyze its relation-
ship to the criminal justice sys-
tem. Social work operates from 
a human rights and social justice 
framework that can be difficult 
to maintain in a criminal justice 
system that struggles with multi-
ple inequalities. Students need to 
be aware of these challenges.”

This book is a showcase of the 
vast areas of interest that faculty 
at Monmouth have, and how it 
can overlap and cohesively come 
together in a text book to benefit 
the Social Work field. Accord-
ing to Dr. Ward, “This [book] 
will help highlight Monmouth’s 

Photo Courtesy of Amazon.com

Forensic Social Work: Psychological and Legal Issues in 
Diverse Practice Settings, which was published this past 
fall, is written by a number of Monmouth professors.

many strong scholars, and per-
haps increase students who 
might be interested in coming to 
Monmouth.”

A special topics course is be-
ing planned for the fall of 2010 
to incorporate the use of this text 
book, according to Dr. Ward. 

PRESS RELEASE
Chi ALPhA EPSiLon honoR SoCiETy

On Thursday December 3, 2009, thirty-three Educational Opportunity Fund Program (EOF) stu-
dents became members of the national Chi Alpha Epsilon Honor Society in a ceremony in Wilson Au-
ditorium.  Chi Alpha Epsilon was founded to recognize the academic achievements of students in sup-
port programs like EOF and federal Trio programs across the nation. These students were recognized 
for their outstanding academic achievements.  All of these students met specific induction criteria by 
achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above for two consecutive semesters. The inductees received 
honor cords and a pin they were then honored with a light reception immediately after the induction.  

Campus officials that were present for the induction included: Dr. Mercy Azeke, Dean of the Center 
for Student Success; Robert Hennessey, Assistant Director of Financial Aid; Mark Holfelder, Associate 
Director of Residential Life along with the EOF staff Colleen Johnson, Lupita Yonker, Nicole Martinez 
and Tyrone Smith.  

The honorary student group included: Stephanie Acuria, Andrew Bachmann, Esther Boulos, Mi-
chael Cunningham, Cynthia Del Aguila,  Cassandra Dramis, Jamey Flaccavento, Danielle Fokshner, 
DJ Fountain, Rachel Gentry, Carolina Gutierrez, Candace, Hart, Georlisa Kirby, Chelsea Lorentz, 
Shakira McDonald, George Mena, Erika Ortiz, Balkees Parveen, Daniel Pearson, Michael Pearson, Ju-
liana Pierce, Andre Renaudo, Maria Rios, Julio Rodriguez, Zeudy Rosario, Randy Rudofsky, Brandon 
Sheard, Lisa Stansbury, Gabriela Vasquez, Gloria Wathen and Stephanie Zoppi. 
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Rachel Alexandra Wins Horse of The Year
edward morlock
Contributing writer

2009 was a great year for fe-
males in Horse Racing. The two 
candidates for the coveted Horse of 
the Year award were Zenyatta and 
Rachel Alexandra. Both of these 
horses were deserving of the award, 
but the title could only be held by 
one of them. Ever since Zenyatta 
won the Breeders’ Cup Classic on 
November 7, 2009, there has been 
a debate between which horse has 
earned the award. In the Associated 
Press balloting for female athlete of 
the year, Zenyatta finished second 
to Serena Williams. Rachel Alex-
andra finished seventh on this list. 

During the past racing season, 
Zenyatta put together a perfect five 
for five campaign. While winning 
four Grade 1 races and a Grade 2, 
Zenyatta earned over $3 million. 
Beginning on May 23, she wowed 
racing fans with her gutsy perfor-
mances and breathtaking stretch 
runs. 

This 5-year-old mare is not one 
to win by huge margins, her larg-
est win of the year came on Junes 
27, beating Grade 1 competition by 
2 and a half-lengths in the Vanity 
Handicap. Her dramatic win in the 
biggest race of the year in Novem-
ber was the pinnacle of her career. 

Despite her perfect record, Ze-
nyatta does face some criticism. 
This racing season, she never raced 
outside the state of California and 
all five of her races were run on 
synthetic surfaces.  

Rachel Alexandra also had an 
impressive year in 2009. Her nine 
wins in nine races earned her over 
$2.7 million. She started her season 
off with an easy, eight length win 
over her opponents on February 
15. She proved to be the best three-
year-old filly after she demolished 
her rivals in the Kentucky Oaks by 
over 20 lengths on May 1. She fol-
lowed that historic performance by 
beating the top three-year-old males 
in the Grade 1 Preakness Stakes, 
the first filly to win that race in 85 
years.  A 19 length rout over Grade 
1 stakes company in June, as well 
as beating the boys two more times, 
made her resume one for the ages. 

Similar to Zenyatta, Rachel Al-
exandra also had her critics. Her 
owner decided to end her season in 
September, rather than competing 
in the Breeders’ Cup at Santa Ani-
ta, widely regarded as the weekend 
of thoroughbred championships. 

All of this added up to a tough de-
cision for Horse of the Year voters. 
It was so difficult, in fact, to choose, 
that the voting committee suggested 
allowing the option of electing co-
Horse of the Year. This proposal re-
ceived significant support from such 
notables as Steven Crist, publisher 
and columnist of the Daily Racing 
Form. However, the suggestion was 
not adopted. On January 18, 2010 
the voting results for Horse of the 
Year were announced. Rachel Al-
exandra won the award, receiving 
130 first place votes, compared to 
Zenyatta’s 99, a surprisingly large 
margin. The racing public does not 

appear to agree with these results. 
The two most prominent thorough-
bred horse racing websites, DRF.
com and Equibase.com, both con-
ducted their own online polls for 
Horse of the Year. Zenyatta won 
both of these polls in decisive fash-
ion. Zenyatta earned more than 60 
percent of the votes in these polls, 
while Rachel Alexandra attained 57 
percent of the votes in the Eclipse 
Award balloting. 

There must be an explanation for 
the disparity between the opinions 
of the 14 thousand racings fans who 
voted online and the 229 turf writ-
ers. I believe the reason for this dif-
ference in opinion is due to the fact 
that Zenyatta’s Breeders’ Cup vic-
tory is fresh in racing fans’ minds. 
The racing fans may be voting with 
a “what have you done for me late-
ly?” mentality. 

While the voters have decided 

that Rachel Alexandra is the better 
of the two, there may be a chance 
for the popular females to settle it 
on the racetrack. Zenyatta’s own-
ers have decided to push back re-
tirement and allow her to race as 
a 6-year-old. Rachel Alexandra’s 
connections have already stated that 
she will run as a 4-year-old in 2010. 
Racing fans around the world anx-
iously await a possible showdown 
between these two superstars.

photo courtesy of www.inquisitr.com

After finishing seventh place in the Breeder’s Cup on November 7, 2009, racehorse Rachel 
Alexandra received the Horse of the Year Award on January 18, 2010 with 130 first place 
votes.

Living 
Off-Campus 

101

Do you live off-campus right now or are you thinking about 
living off-campus in 2010/2011.  If so, stop by one of the 

three Living Off-Campus 101 workshops to learn more about 
making your time off-campus memorable for all of the right 

reasons.

Thursday, January 28 @ 12 pm in room 202-A, the Student Center
Monday, February 1 @ 1:30 pm in 202-A, the Student Center

Wednesday, February 3 @ 2:30 pm in 202-B, the Student Center

LOC101 is sponsored by the Office of Substance Awareness and the Office of Off-Campus and 
Commuter Services.  For more information call 732-263-5651 or email occs@monmouth.edu

Attendees will have a chance to win a Foodtown 
gift card and other FREE giveaways!
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Round Two
The OuTlOOk STaff

It’s a new year and the perfect 
time to quote the philosopher 
Seneca, but you might recognize 
these words from the band Semi-
sonic as well. Both have said, 
“Every new beginning comes 
from some other beginning’s 
end.”

Sure it’s cliché, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s not true. 

We have officially closed the 
first semester of the 2009-2010 
school year and there’s some-
thing to be said for new begin-
nings. 

Freshmen have made it through 
what might be the most difficult 
part of going to college and have 
adjusted to higher expectations 
and, for some, living away from 
home for the first time.

Some of you out there are se-
niors entering your last semester 
as college students. For some of 

you there is dread that the real 
world is looming just a few short 
months away, and for others 
there is excitement at the thought 
of opening a new chapter of your 
life very soon. 

Whoever you might be, this 
is where we are and there are a 
few things that you should keep 
in mind.

Whether you did well or poor-
ly during the first semester, the 
second semester of every year 
presents a unique opportunity. 

For those of you out there who did 
well in your classes and did what 
you set out to do, congratulations! 
Second semester is your chance to 
keep up the momentum and turn a 
good half of a year of school into an 
entire good year. Maybe it’s even 
time up the ante and take on some 
new challenges. One of the worst 
things you can do to yourself is to 
let yourself get bored. Maybe you’ll 
join a club or a Greek organization 

this semester? Who knows, maybe 
you’ll even start your own. 

For those of you who are say-
ing to yourself, “I wish I could 
have done better last semester,” 
now is the time to learn from past 
mistakes. There are an amaz-
ing amount of resources on this 
campus to help people succeed. 
If you think your writing could 
use some improvement, there’s 
the Writing Center. If you’re 
having some trouble with math, 
there are math tutors available 
to you. However you might be 
struggling, there are resources at 
your disposal. 

So, if you’re one of those peo-
ple who looking to make some 
changes, or if you’re just looking 
to keep up the good work, now is 
the time to do it. 

A new door is opening, but it’s 
up to you to take the first steps 
through it. Best of luck to every-
one and here’s to a great semester. 

Beauty is an extremely subjec-
tive term.  Like the old saying goes, 
beauty is in the eye of the beholder, 
so how is it ever possible to attain 
perfection?  Today all you need is a 
little money (scratch that, you need 
a lot) and you can completely alter 
your appearance.

Reality television star who we all 
love to hate, Heidi Montag Pratt, 
has been all over the news since her 
shocking People Magazine cover. 
Nearly unrecognizable, the 23 year 
old Pratt underwent 10, yes 10 pro-
cedures in 10 hours. Pratt told People 
Magazine, “For the past three years, 
I’ve thought about what to have done. 
I’m beyond obsessed.”

Work Pratt had done included 
a brow lift, Botox in the forehead, 
nose job revision, fat injections in 
cheeks and lips, chin reduction, neck 
liposuction, ears pinned back, breast 
augmentation revision, liposuction 
on waist and thighs, and a buttocks 
augmentation. The procedure took 
place on November 20 and Pratt was 
able to keep this a secret from her 
family and the media up until now.

Watching her on countless news 
programs this past week, it is hard 
not to notice her almost statuesque 
stance, not by choice, but because 
she still can’t fully move her face.  
She appeared to still be heavily med-
icated and drained as she explained 
her painful recovery. “I’m starting to 
move my face more and more,” Pratt 
said to Access Hollywood’s Billy 
Bush. “I feel very plastic.”

In Pratt’s eyes this was merely an 
“upgrade” and expressed her disap-
pointment that her doctor, Dr. Frank 
Ryan, would only allow her to get 
DDD breast implants which is equiv-
alent to a J, because she wanted to 
have H for Hiedi. 

I mean who doesn’t want their 

When Plastic Surgery 
is Taken Too Far

chest size to match their name? 
How did I not think of this before? 
Although I don’t think my size “T” 
would be manageable.

Telling Bush of her excruciating 
recovery in an after-care facility 
Pratt said, “I had too much Demerol 
like Michael Jackson did and my 
breathing was five breaths per min-
ute which is like, almost dead.” 

Upon returning to the comfort of 
her own home Pratt instructed her 
husband Spencer to cover all the 
mirrors in their home because she 
couldn’t bear to look at her bruises 
and scars. 

This leads me to the obvious ques-
tion, is it really worth it? According 
to Pratt, she is extremely happy with 
her decision but it is certainly caus-
ing a lot of scrutiny and criticism by 
the masses

Personally I don’t care what kind 
of obscure procedures Pratt, or any-
one for that matter wants to have 
done. It’s when they take it too far 
and brush with death that raises my 
attention. 

Pratt doesn’t seem to be the bright-
est bulb, so that’s when I wonder if 
it was ethical for the surgeon to go 
along with her laundry list of re-
quests. Possibly a smarter route 
would have been to space the surger-
ies out and not have them all done in 
one visit, but I’m no surgeon either. 
I’m just an average person who is 
shocked by the aftermath that I saw 
I saw on my television screen, a soft-
spoken Heidi who seemed to have 
no sign of life in her expressionless 
eyes.

Pratt also claims to be a devout 
Christian. Anyone who follows 
her on Twitter knows of her count-
less tweets quoting the Bible. When 
asked by Bush if she had surgery to 
correct what God had created, Pratt 
coyly responded by saying, “God 
created Dr. Frank Ryan, too,” with a 
little smirk on her on her face.

Cosmetic plastic surgery has and 
can change people’s lives for the bet-
ter. I’ve seen first hand the happiness 
cosmetic surgery can bring to one’s 
life, but I’ll also add that these sur-
geries were done modestly and in 
small doses. Surgery only changes 
the exterior but all of the insecurities 
on the inside remain the same. 

Do I think Pratt’s surgery was 
unnecessary? Yes. Excessive? Yes. 
None of our business? Yes. And this 
is the last I want to hear about Heidi, 
Spencer, and any of the ridiculous 
things they do during their five sec-
onds of fame.

TaylOr COrvinO
OpiniOn EditOr

Photo Courtesy of www. breesays.buzznet.com

Heidi Montag Pratt looking 
young and fresh prior to go-
ing under the knife. An aver-
age California girl about to 
become a reality teleivision 
celebrity.

Photo Courtesy of www.dailymail.com

Heidi Montag Pratt today, 
after 10 surgeries. She has 
transformed into a new 
woman, still unable to fully 
move her face, she is happy 
with the transformation.
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The art of fist pumping has 
become glorified by eight overly 
tanned, ridiculously gelled, self-
proclaimed guidos and guidettes. 
MTV has done it again, produc-
ing a racy and controversial re-
ality series that has turned into 
an obsession on Thursday nights 
with an array of drinking games 
to go along with it.

These 20-something year old 
nobodies were thrown into a 
summer beach house in Seaside 
Heights. From the Italian f lag 
colored garage door to the in-
famous duck phone, this house 
was a hodgepodge with disaster 
written all over it. When watch-
ing the coming attractions for the 

GTL All Day Everyday on the Jersey Shore
series I was steadfast in voicing 
my complaints about the premise 
of the show. 

Being Italian-American and 
having spent many summer 
nights down in Seaside I was dis-
appointed in the portrayal this 
had on New Jersey and many 
Italian-American anti-defama-
tion groups began to speak up. 

To the people that live here 
and have grown up on the shore, 
we know this isn’t entirely true 
and certainly not the norm. But 
somewhere between Snooki’s 
pickles, the grenade, and Pauly 
D’s stalker I fell in love with the 
show, not to mention the fact that 
The Situation is from my home-
town. 

I kid you not on the first day of 
classes this semester when going 

Taylor Corvino
OpiniOn EditOr

Photo Courtesy of www. nydailynews.com

The cast members of Jersey Shore spent their days working 
on the boardwalk and all night clubbing at Seaside hotspots.

Photo Courtesy of www. buzzhollywood.com

Eight strangers are picked to live in a summer beach house in Seaside Heights, New Jer-
sey on Jersey Shore.

Get Up, Stand Up
Making a right on red, not com-

ing to a complete stop at a stop 
sign, trying to have a party with 
some friends, going 5 MPH over 
the speed limit; have you ever 
been given a ticket for one of 
these things? If so, you are one of 
many who has fallen victim to a 
criminal justice that is supposed 
to serve and protect the people 
but instead serves unnecessary 
non-violent crime tickets and pro-
tects its own job from becoming 
obsolete. 

Instead of having law enforc-
ers, the people of local towns in 
New Jersey have security guards 
who have to fill quotas in order to 
keep their jobs. When the people 
fear their public protectors there 
is a fundamental flaw in society 
that needs to be addressed and ul-
timately changed.

During our recent economic re-
cession, $2 billion was allocated 
to police departments around the 
United States with New Jersey re-
ceiving $47.7 million of it to dis-
perse to the different counties. At 
the time, it seems like a good idea 
for creating new jobs. However, 
eventually the recession goes 
away and then police are forced 
to overcompensate for the lack of 
crime and search out minor crime 
and non-violent offenses that do 

Chris Klug 
Staff WritEr

not interfere with anyone else. In-
stead, police wait to give out tick-
ets for a myriad of options, mak-
ing rights on red where there are 
signs, going a little over the speed 
limit, and harass students who 
only want to have a good time, in-
stead of attempting to search for 
crime with merit, that has the pos-
sibility of hurting other people. 

There is a fundamental problem 
that arises when the protectors of 
society no longer have the need 
to protect its citizens and instead 
has a duty to fill quotas to protect 
their jobs to fulfill the business 
aspect of protection.

Since when did the criminal 
justice system become a capital-
istic venture? The readers of this 
paper along have spent far too 
much money on non-violent tick-
ets, lawer fees, court fees, and 
fines, often just to get a plea bar-
gain, which often helps generate 
even more cash.

According to the University Po-
lice web site, there are 21 full-time 
officers and detectives, as well as 
safety officers, dispatchers, and 
traffic attendants. In 2008 accord-
ing to the Jeanne Clery act notifi-
cation which lists crime statistics 
for Monmouth, besides five sex 
offenses and one act of aggravated 
assault, the Monmouth police dealt 
with no non-violent crimes. 

So if, in fact, the Monmouth po-
lice are on duty 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week for most of 
the 365 days a year, they are only 
dealing with a few days of actual 
work involving legitimate crime 
that hurts others around the indi-
vidual committing the deed. 

However, a 21 officer task force 
that serves and protects an entire 
school of students seems reason-
able and justifiable considering 
the student body needs its own 
protectors, if not just from the 
students themselves. 

The problem for students arises 
from being located at a school that 
lies in West Long Branch which 
has its own police station, with 
three others only minutes away 
including Ocean Township, Deal, 
and Long Branch. That means 
students have to deal with five po-
lice forces all at the same time if 
they want to go anywhere in the 
county.

How is it that law enforcement is 
able to justify having four or five 
police stations within a 15 minute 
span of each other when there is 
virtually no violent crimes being 
committed? 

They do it through spending 
their time playing security guard 
around blind turns, setting up in 
spots where it’s hard to see no 
turn signs, and closely monitoring 
student activity on and off cam-
pus; so if the slightest bit of fun 
breaks out, they will be there to 
make a profit off it.

If there are this many local po-
lice, how is it possible to not dis-
cover something on the scale of 
the corruption in the Jewish com-
munity selling organs on the black 
market? If the police are going to 
be harassing college students and 
giving out questionable tickets, 
they should also earn their pay 
check by solving actual crimes 
that deserve attention.

If anything there needs to be 
a 50% decrease in local police 
budget which would cut back the 
sheer amount of police and the 
petty tickets shelled out at the 
people’s expense. 

So where is the justice? Who is 
there to protect the citizens from 
their protectors?

Those so-called “public de-
fenders” are no more defending 
the rights of the people than the 
police officers that sent them to 
court.

It’s interesting how every law-
yer and public defender would 
rather have you pay a ridiculous 
plea bargain than actually attempt 
to defend you from a possibly 
unjust ticket given out by police 
officers with nothing better to do 
than sit around and attempt to find 
ways to give out citations, tickets, 
and other pieces of paper that are 
essentially paying for that officers 
salary. 

Making money off the people 
the system is supposed to protect 

is unethical and against the basic 
rights of an American citizen to 
be free and unafraid in their own 
country. 

Obviously there are exceptions 
within the criminal justice system 
with people who are willing to 
defend you on basic principle and 
police officers who legitimately 
want to protect its people. Unfor-
tunately, it’s few and far between 
these “defenders of justice” are 
willing to protect the people when 
they know their jobs and income 
rely on making the general popu-
lation pay through whatever ticket 
or citation they can come up with 
at the time.

So what can you do? It’s a good 
question and not easily fixed or 
accomplished. The first step is 
knowing your rights as a citizen 
of the United States and being 
able to defend yourself against the 
injustice in the system.

After that does not work, which 
it helps but doesn’t protect you 
from those with power, civil dis-
obedience is the next step. The 
criminal justice system can’t in-
carcerate its entire people. It’s 
just not feasible. When a society 
stands up together against crimes 
of basic human rights not to live 
in fear of their protectors and 
not be a slave to a system which 
pays for itself off of the people’s 
money, their voices can and will 
be heard.  

around the classroom introduc-
ing ourselves and saying where 
we are from, the first thing a fel-
low classmate said when hear-
ing that I live in Manalapan was, 
“Did you know The Situation 
from Jersey Shore is from your 
town?” Yes I know that, and no I 
haven’t met him…yet. 

I’m not ashamed to admit that 
it was a reoccurring joke be-
tween my friends and I to find 
him over winter break, guess he 
was too busy cooking for ravi-
oli night to make an appearance 
around town.

Obviously these characters 
were a bit outrageous but have 
given us catchphrases that have 
become common vernacular. 
Who can pass up an opportunity 
to say they are “beating up the 

beat” or “GTL” (gym, tanning, 
laundry). If you watch the show 
with a grain of salt, it actually 
is quite funny; I just hope this 
doesn’t shape the rest of the coun-
try’s view of what it means to be 
from Jersey. It’s definitely not an 
accurate representation because 
living in Jersey all my life I cer-
tainly don’t look anything like 
J-Woww but I won’t deny that it 
makes for great entertainment.

One thing’s for sure, I have 
learned some valuable lessons 
from watching Jersey Shore. 
Just tell someone they’ve got a 
Fred Flintstone toe if you want 
to make them cry, underwear is 
optional when doing back f lips 
at the bar, committing a robbery 
doesn’t involve money and or a 
bank, before taking home a cou-

gar check if she has any relation 
to your boss, when you think a 
guys name is Ron it’s probably 
Russ, don’t go to the beach when 
you live on the beach that’s what 
tanning salons are for, and lob-
sters are in fact alive before you 
kill them.

We’ll have to wait it out until 
next summer for a Jersey Shore 
season two. Rumors have been 
f lying whether or not season two 
will film with the original cast or 
get a new slew of “gorilla juice 
heads” as J-Woww admiringly 
called them. It is also still being 
debated if these party animals 
will tear it up in Seaside again or 
move on to another Jersey Shore 
hotspot, possibly Sea Isle City.

Until summer 2010…keep 
beating up that beat Monmouth.
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Monmouth University’s Colleges 
Against Cancer is kicking off Relay 
season with a party on Wednesday 
February 3, 2009 at 6 p.m in  Magill 
Commons club rooms 107-109. Re-
lay for Life is Colleges Against Can-
cer’s big event that takes place across 
America on college campuses. While 
at the event, attendees will be able 
to learn about what Relay for Life 
is, the theme for 2010 and of course 
register for Monmouth University’s 
Relay for Life, which will take place 
in April on Kessler Field.  Free food 
and a DJ will be provided at the event 
for attendee’s to enjoy while learning 
more about relay.

Relay For Life is a twenty-four 
hour event that takes place in April, 
in which individuals form teams and 
through the night celebrate those who 
have fought cancer, remember the 
ones lost and fight for a cure. Teams 
of up to fifteen people stay up and 
walk around the track, while engag-
ing in activities throughout the night. 
Last year Monmouth University 
doubled its numbers in money raised 
and participants and hopes to con-
tinue to grow within the Monmouth 
Community. In only its third year at 
Monmouth Relay for Life has raised 
over a hundred thousand dollars for 
the fight against cancer. This year’s 
Relay event will take place from 
April 23-24 and all members of the 
Monmouth community and encour-
aged to participate in the event. 

Editor Note: The Club and Greek page contains articles written by the student members of these organizations. The Outlook is not
   responsible for the content of these articles.

Do you want your organization’s latest news posted in The Outlook? Win 
an award and want to tell everyone? Now you can! Send in a short blurb to 

outlook@monmouth.edu.

Club and Greek Announcements 
Relay foR life

To anyone who is participating 
in this year’s spring recruitment, 
we wish you the best of luck!  We 
look forward to seeing and meet-
ing all of you at round robin on 
Friday. Always remember to fol-
low your heart! Best regards, the 
sisters of Delta Phi Epsilon

Delta Phi ePsilon

Come and Become A Member of 
Tau Kappa Epsilon!!!

Greek Life can play a pivotal role 
in a person’s college experience.  
While joining a fraternity sparks 
much interest and curiosity, it is 
understandable that many people 
are unsure as to whether or not they 
want to join or make a commitment.  
Tau Kappa Epsilon, or TKE, is the 
largest fraternity in the world with 
274 active chapters and colonies 
in the United States, Canada, and 
Germany.  There are currently 30 
active brothers in the Kappa Kappa 
chapter of Monmouth University.  
TKE is also the most diverse fra-
ternity on campus with each broth-
er contributing their own sense of 
individuality and character to our 
prestigious organization.  

If you are interested, there are 
several events coming up where 
you can come and meet us.

•Dodgeball Tournament- Boylan 
Gym Jan. 29 @ 8 PM

•Meet the Greeks- Anacon Hall 
Jan. 26 @ 10 PM

•Round Robin- Bey Hall Jan. 27 
@ 10:15 PM

Interview dates for potential new 
members will be held on Feb. 1 @ 
10PM and Feb. 2 @ 9PM

If you have any questions you 
can contact DeMan Edmonson  
s0730471@monmouth.edu or Vin-
ny Oliva s0693812@monmouth.
edu 

tau KaPPa ePsilon

The Monmouth University Knit-
ting and Crocheting Club will be 
having weekly meetings every Tues-
day from 8-10pm in room 202A of 
the Student Center. Don’t know how 
to knit or crochet? Don’t worry we 
can teach you! Don’t have any knit-
ting or crocheting supplies? The club 
will provide them for you. All levels 
welcome! Please e-mail Jessica at 
s0630472@monmouth.edu if you 
have any questions! We hope to have 
our returning members from last se-
mester as well as some new faces!

Knitting anD CRoCheting Club

The Outlook would like to wel-
come the University community 
members, new and old, to the 
spring semester. 

We would like to remind the mem-
bers of the MU community that The 
Outlook is your voice here on cam-
pus. We are committed to reporting 
the news about this campus whether 
it is administrative news, club and 
Greek news, or sports news.

We are currently seeking stu-
dents to fill empty editor’s posi-
tions on out Study Abroad and 
Comics pages and will be having 
an open house in our office on the 
second floor of the Plangere Center 
on Wednesday, February 3 at 5:30 
pm. All students are welcome to 
the open house. There will be re-
freshments.

the outlooK

The brothers of Phi Kappa Psi 
would like to extend a warm wel-
come to all those returning for the 
spring semester as well as those of 
you out there that are just becoming 
members of the MU community. 

We would like to encourage all 
of those interested in joining Greek 
Life here at Monmouth do abso-
lutely do so. It’s a one of a kind ex-
perience. 

With recruitment beginning we 
would like to extend the invitation 
to all interested men to come join us 
for some of our up-coming recruit-
ment events. If you are interested 
please contact Mike Contardi, our 
Recruitment Chairmen at 732-241-
7970 or by email at s0659651 for 
more information about event loca-
tions and times. 

Join us in Boylan Gym on Sat-
urday night from 6-8 pm to play 
kickball and hang out.

Welcome back everyone! We 
hope this is an amazing semester 
for all!

Phi KaPPa Psi

Hawk TV, WMCX, The Out-
look and PRSSA will be sponsor-
ing a charity fashion show titled 
“Street Chic” on February 6th in 
Wilson Hall from 7-10 pm. This 
is the sixth year that the fashion 
show will be held to benefit the 
local community, this time go-
ing to help Daniel attend summer 
camp at Camp Oakhurst. Daniel 
is from Ocean Township and suf-
fers from fetal alcohol syndrome, 
mental retardation, autism and is 
also legally blind. Camp Oakhurst 
is a non- profit camp that caters to 
children with disabilities and al-
lows the children’s caregivers to 
take a break.  The event is $5 in 
advance with a Monmouth stu-
dent ID, $10 in advance and $15 
at the door.

The “Street Chic” helps to get 
the local community involved in 
a worth cause to help benefit a lo-
cal charity.  Through donations, 
ticket sales and raffles the event 
will raise money to allow Daniel 
to attend summer camp for two 
weeks at Camp Oakhurst this 
summer. 

fashion show

Join us on February 12 in the MAC 
as we host our Greek Life vs. Faculty 
and Staff basketball game. Tickets 
are $5 prior to the event and $7 at the 
door. All proceeds go to St. Jude.

uP ‘til Dawn

Semiannual Recruitment 
Week Kicks Off with 

Meet the Greeks
bRett boDneR

Club & Greek editor

Many potential new members, 
fraternities, and sororities gath-
ered in Anacon Hall on Tuesday 
night for the semiannual “Meet the 
Greeks”, which was the first of this 
semester’s recruitment events.

Meet the Greeks is an event that 
is held for interested students to 
collect information from chapters 
of Greek organizations and ask 
any questions they have about the 
organization and the recruitment 
process.

Each Greek organization had its 
own table set up, decorated with the 
organizations letters and members 
of each organization stood around 
the table to meet the possible new 
recruits and tell them about the 
chapters values.

“Meet the Greeks is important 
because it gives potential new 
members a first look into fraternity 
and sorority life.  It gives them the 
opportunity to meet the different 
chapters in a casual setting before 
recruitment begins,” said Beckie 
Turner of Phi Sigma Sigma.

This week and next week is go-
ing to be filled with all sorts of dif-
ferent recruitment events. Tonight, 
round robin will be taking place in 
Bey Hall at 10:30 for fraternities 
and sororities will have their round 
robin Friday night. Round robin 
works in an open-house format-
ted event, where prospective stu-
dents are broken into groups where 
they spend ten minutes with each 

Greek organization, where they 
get to know what the organization 
is about and can then make an in-
formed decision on which organi-
zation to join.

“The events following Meet the 
Greeks will vary depending on the 
type of organization students are 
looking to join.  Our Greek Sen-
ate has three different councils 
and each have different recruit-

ment processes.  One importance 
of Meet the Greeks is that students 
will start to hear about those pro-
cesses at the event,” said Assistant 
Director of Student Activities for 
Fraternity and Sorority Life, Tyler 
Havens.

The recruitment events will be 
held by all Greek organizations, 

in an attempt to land potential new 
members. The events will take 
place until Bid Day on February 5, 
when students will be able to swing 
by the Greek Senate Office in the 
Student Center to see which Greek 
organizations they received bids 
from.

Students must make sure that 
they have registered online on the 
fraternity and sorority life page. 
If they have not filled out the form 
then they will not be able to take 
part in the recruitment events.

Senior Rebecca Turner thinks 
that all students should come check 
out Greek life.

“Fraternity and sorority life has 
so much to offer students- leader-
ship opportunities, brotherhood 
and sisterhood, new social experi-
ences, and so much more. Even if 
students decide joining the frater-
nity and sorority community may 
not be for them it is still a great 
way to learn more about the Greek 
organizations at Monmouth,” said 
Turner.

Rush week began last night and 
all students who feel like they want 
to be a part of Greek life, should 
feel free to check it out and get in-
volved.

“We encourage all of our students 
to check out all of the organizations 
available to them through our re-
cruitment process. Over the course 
of the next week they will have mul-
tiple opportunities to meet with all 
of the groups and find out what they 
value and what they have to offer 
their members,” said Havens.  

“We encourage 
all of our students 
to check out all of 
the organizations 

available to 
them through 

our recruitment 
process.”
TyleR HAvenS

Assistant Director of Student Activi-
ties for Fraternity and Sorority Life

Photo Courtesy of Frank Gogol

Above: The brothers of Phi Kappa Psi, who took the most 
pledges in the IFC last semester, at Meet the Greeks last 
night. Below: Prospective members of the Greek commu-
nity last night at Meet the Greeks.
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 Club & Greek Profile: Outdoors Club
Imagine biking with a group of 

friends, down a beautiful trail on 
a nice sunny day without a worry 
in the world, or picture the rush of 
adrenaline you feel by going white 
water rafting. Maybe you are in-
terested in camping outdoors and 
being surrounded by friends and 
just having a good time. Sounds 
like a pretty good time right? All 
of this and more can happen by 
joining the Outdoors club.

The Outdoors club is a club that 
gives students experience with 
outdoor activities and the oppor-
tunity to experience nature. The 
club was started up four years ago, 
thanks to Senior Paul Mandala and 
Professor William Reynolds. 

“I was teaching freshman semi-
nar at the time and I asked the stu-
dents to get involved on campus. 
If the University did not have what 
you were interested in, then you 
can go right ahead and try to form 
a club. Sure enough, the next class 
Paul came up to me with a piece 
of paper asking for my signature 
to get the outdoors clubs started. I 
agreed to help him out and to get 
the club off its feet” said Reyn-
olds.

Paul Mandala is a current senior 
and he is president of the outdoors 
club. Many can recognize Paul as 
the student who always impresses 
numerous with his great skill and 
talent on the tightrope outside of 
Edison hall.

“I have had an interest in the 
outdoors since I was little, but 
became more adventuresome in 
high school and began to explore 
what the great outdoors had to of-
fer when I wasn’t playing soccer.” 
said Mandala.

The outdoors club participates 
in a great number of activities, 
which any Monmouth student is 
welcome to attend.  A few of these 
activities are biking, hiking, rock 
climbing, kayaking, rafting, ski-
ing, snowboarding, surfing, and 
many more. They go to places like 
Shark River Park, Cheesequake 
park, Hawthorne Heights, Blair 
State Park and Palisade Cliffs.

Several trips are held through-
out the semester and students can 
go to whichever event they want to 
go to. Trips are on weekends and 
they are usually to local areas like 
county parks and state parks. This 
gives students the opportunity to 
see other areas outdoors. There 
are even a few big trips that oc-
cur, such as camping and white 
water rafting. Most of the trips are 
free of cost, but some of the big 
trips require a small cost. The big 
trips include the white water raft-
ing trip, which the date is still to 
be announced, and a skiing trip to 
camelback coming up on January 
30.

In addition to these two big trips, 
the spring semester is filled with 
many outdoors club events On 
January 24, the club will be taking 
a trip to the Manasquan Reservoir 
for some biking, hiking, and/or 
running. February 7, they will be 
going hiking at Allaire State Park 
down in south Jersey. February 
28, there will be a long and intense 
hike up in the Pailsades. Then on 
March 6 they will be doing a nice 
easy hike, which will be followed 
by a barbeque. Following the 
hike/barbeque, there will then be 
a kayaking trip to Forge Pond in 
Brick on March 20. The club also 
makes sure that they doing some-
thing on Earth Day, which is April 
22. The club will look to do some 
sort of clean up activity and then 
have a campout right here on cam-
pus. The campout will either be in 
front of Bey Hall or possibly Shad-
ow Lawn or the Great Lawn. The 

Brett Bodner
Club & Greek editOr

last event of the semester will be a 
bike/hike barbeque at Manasquan 
Reservoir down in Howell. There 
are also little trisp that can occur 
on any given day, like rock climb-
ing at a place in Morganville, or 
maybe if someone just feels like 
doing something outdoors, they 
can just get a small group together 
and go out and do it.

Most of these trips occur during 
the day and on the weekends, so 
it is more convenient for the stu-
dents. The trips are filled with lots 
of activities, which includes play-
ing all sorts of different sports, 
eating great thanks to Professor 
Reynolds cooking skills, and they 
allow for a great opportunity to 
just hang out with people, bond, 
and enjoy themselves. The trips 
are very safe and no one has ever 
been injured, even those who may 
not have a lot of experience in that 
particular outdoors activity.

Afraid that you are not experi-
enced enough to be a part of the 
outdoors club? Don’t be. If you do 
not know how to do something the 
members of the club are more than 
willing to teach you how. No ex-
perience is required to be a part of 
the club.

“We will teach anyone how to 
do a certain activity, as long as 
they want to. Last year on one of 
our kayaking trips, I was out in 
the parking lot teaching everyone 
how to row and do everything be-
fore we went out to the water and 
began kayaking. If anyone doesn’t 
know what they are doing, we are 
more than willing to show them 
how to do so.” said Reynolds.

As far as equipment goes, Most 
equipment is supplied like tents, 
sleeping bags, kayaks, life jackets, 
etc. Students are allowed to bring 
backpacks on hiking trips to carry 
safety gear and other supplies. 
Food is supplied as well, so no one 
has to worry about that. Students 
are free to bring whatever they 
choose and don’t mind bringing 
with them onto the trips.

The club is also very involved in 

fundraisers and community ser-
vice. They take part in an on cam-
pus cleanup recycling program, 
in which they recycle cell phone 
batteries, ink cartridges, and other 
materials like that. To raise money 
for the club, they sell t-shirts and 
do a number of different fund-
raising activities throughout the 
semester. They also help clean up 
the parks out in the Monmouth 
County Park System. The out-
doors club also plays a big role in 
“The Big Event” which is the big 
clean up that Monmouth takes part 
in every year.

The outdoors club is always 
looking for new members and 
many new students join the club 
year after year. The club is up to 
170 members and that number is 
continuing to grow. A lot of credit 
goes to Paul for the growth and 
success of the club. Paul always 
grabs attention outside of Edison 
hall with his tight rope walking.

“I bought the tight rope over 

summer because I got bored. I saw 
it online and wanted to buy one. 
I taught myself how to do it and 
I started doing it out on campus 
over the summer. I set it up a lot 
last semester so other people can 
try it out and gain attention for the 
club. It’s a very difficult thing to 
do and on a scale from one to ten, 
I give it an eight or a nine.” said 
Paul.

Paul is also a cross country bike 
tour leader, who pedaled across 
America last summer and will be 
doing the same thing again this 
year. Paul has also mastered an 
impressive activity called the fire 
poi, which he demonstrates in 
front of the club. Fire poi is Hawai-
ian fire dancing, which consists of 
twirling around two fire balls that 
are soaked in kerosene. It’s an ex-
tremely dangerous activity and 
there are only two members of the 
club who can do it.

The clubs first meeting will be 
held this Wednesday, January 27 

at 3:30 in room 227 of Bey Hall. 
Professor Reynolds and Paul Man-
dala both suggest that any student 
interested should definitely come 
check it out.

“It’s an opportunity they 
shouldn’t pass up and meet some 
of the most interesting people 
you’ve ever met and it’s a great 
chance to meet lifelong friends 
and it has opened many doors to 
things I would have never done be-
fore.” said Paul.

The outdoors club gives stu-
dents the opportunity to get out 
and get some exercise. It gives 
them a chance to get off their rears 
and off the video game console 
and out into the fresh air.

Professor Reynolds said “This 
club has so many activities and 
everyone is so positive and enthu-
siastic, that it keeps people com-
ing back for more. Outdoors club 
is a club for people with a positive 
attitude who just want to have fun 
the healthy way.”

Photo Courtesy of Paul Mandala

Above: Members of the Outdoors Club on a tubing trip. Below: The members of the Outdoors Club on a camping trip.
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Study AbroAd FAQ

Monmouth University currently 
offers three semester programs. You 
can choose to study abroad in Lon-
don, England, at Regent’s College, 
and/or in Sydney, Australia, at Mac-
quarie University and/or in Florence, 
Italy at Lorenzo de’ Medici (fall 
only). The England & Italy semes-
ters run along similar times as our 
own. In Australia, the fall semester 
begins in late July and runs through 
late November; the spring semester 
begins in late February and ends in 
late June.

During the summer (typically 
from late June through July), we 
offer a six-week Cádiz, Spain, pro-
gram. Students take 6 credits while 
receiving excellent instruction in 
Spanish courses, ranging from be-
ginner to advanced level. Classes are 
kept small and intimate for optimal 
language learning. See available 
courses on the Cádiz, Spain FAQ’s 
page.

We also offer in summer, a four-
week program in Florence, Italy 
through our affliation with Lorenzo 
de’ Medici.  Students take 6 credits 
in courses ranging from the Arts, 
Social Science, Business and Italian 
Language.  See available courses in 
the ‘Initial Information Packet’.

The College Consortium of In-
ternational Studies (CCIS) also pro-
vides study abroad in 80 programs 
offered in more than 30 countries. 
Monmouth University is a member 
of this highly respected partnership 
of colleges and universities.

Where can I go?

G’Day and farewell Macquarie 
University Village. Nearly two and 
a half weeks ago, I left the Syd-
ney area for the semester. As most 
Monmouth students headed back to 
New Jersey, I took this great oppor-
tunity of being in the South Pacific 
to travel on to New Zealand. My first 
three stops were in the South Island: 
Christchurch, Queenstown, and Mil-
ford Sound.

When I first got off of the plane 
and made my way into the city, I was 
surprised at the size of the mountains 
that were in Christchurch’s distance. 
I spent two days in Christchurch, 
walking around, sitting in the parks, 
and enjoying some the atmosphere of 
the city. Christchurch was founded 
by the English, which certainly re-
minded me of the time I spent while 
I was studying in London nearly two 
years ago. In the city centre is the Ca-
thedral which gives this unique city 
its name.

After two days, I took a bus through 
the countryside of New Zealand 
where I became more amazed at the 
size of the mountains and its natural 
beauty. On this seven hour drive, I 
had an opportunity to gaze at Mount 
Cook, the largest mountain peak that 

JordAnnA SpAulding
Staff WrIter

Touring New Zealand
can be found in South Island, along 
with other amazing glacial lakes and 
vegetation. After a long afternoon 
travelling on this shuttle, I found my-
self in Queenstown, New Zealand 
which is home of the Southern Alps 
and the famous setting of the Lord of 
the Rings movies. 

Once I was settled into my hostel 
room, I went out adventuring Queen-
stown. I couldn’t believe what I saw. 
I sat at the lake staring at the moun-
tains. This time of the year is the be-
ginning of their summer, and there 
was still snow on the caps of these 
mountains. There is a definite com-
parison between these mountains 
and the Alps, from what I remember 
when I was in Switzerland. Every 
day while I was in Queenstown I 
spent time at this park around din-
ner time while I was in town. These 
mountains were formed from gla-
ciers so the water was an amazing 
hue of blue. I spent 4 more days in 
the Queenstown area, where each 
day had its own adventure. 

Each adventure was based around 
the amazing scenery of the South Is-
land. First, a cruise around Milford 
sound with close-ups of its enormous 
waterfalls that poured downed the 
mountains. Next, an adventurous 
drive on the left side of the road to 
a few quaint towns called Glenorchy 

Photo Courtesy of Jordanna spaulding

Spaulding visited Queenstown Lake while in New Zealand.

and to another called Paradise, as 
many of you might know this area 
from the Lord of the Rings movies, 
and last to Arrowtown for dinner. 
Queenstown offers its own spec-
tacular aerial viewing centre of the 
mountains from the top of the gondo-
la where I spent an entire afternoon 
relaxing and having lunch in the sun. 
On the last day of my Queenstown 
experience I relaxed at the park I 
went to every evening for a while 
again for some afternoon sunshine.

I left the South Island after six days 
and headed to New Zealand’s capitol 
city, Wellington, where I have family 
living in the suburbs who showed me 
around town for the day and a half 
that I stopped over for. My last stop 
in New Zealand was to Auckland, the 
city of sails. This is New Zealand’s 
most popular city which is found the 
North Island. Here, I met up with my 
cousin who I have not seen in ten 
years. She and her husband showed 
me around Auckland and its suburbs 
for a week.  I was also lucky enough 

to go to the Bay of Islands, which is 
a chain of Islands off the of the East-
ern coast of North Island that con-
sists of about 136 islands, including 
the world famous, hole in the rock. 
This famous rock formation is an is-
land where water has eroded a hole 
in it, almost like a large cave that cuts 
through an entire island. We were on 
a boat all day taking in the scenery 
and the excitement of the dolphins 
that were playing the waves from the 
boat and watching whales puff air 
out of their blowholes. 

After Auckland, I am heading 
back to Sydney for a day to see some 
friends who are still lingering around 
the city and its beaches’ suburbs be-
fore I finally depart Australia and 
the Southern Pacific with five whole 
months of amazing memories and 
experiences. As one of my final se-
mesters as an undergraduate, I could 
not have asked for a more unique ex-
perience. Most days at Monmouth go 
on the same, but while travelling ev-
erything turned into an adventure. 

Photo Courtesy of Jordanna spaulding

Map depicting Spauldings stops while in New Zealand.
Photo Courtesy of Jordanna spaulding

Spaulding visiting the famous Hole in the Rock in Auckland.

Not only will you be continuing on 
your way to a Monmouth University 
degree, but you will greatly enhance 
you sense of independence and self-
confidence. 

You will probably have one of the 
most memorable and best experienc-
es of your life! 

You will gain an international di-
mension and a global perspective in 
your personal and professional life. 

You will have the opportunity to 
travel extensively and see parts of the 
world you may have only dreamed 
about! 

Your resume will have that extra 
something that makes you ‘stand 
out’ from the pack. The courage and 
decisiveness that propel a student 
to study abroad are very important 
components in his or her market-
ability.

Why Would I Want to Do 
this?

Monmouth University semester 
programs have the same tuition and 
fee costs as on-campus. Room and 
board rates also are similar. 

Your current financial aid travels 
with you for the Monmouth semes-
ter programs. This means you can 
use your Monmouth grants, merit 
awards, and scholarship money. 

Athletic scholarships cannot be 
used toward a study abroad semes-
ter but can be used for the summer 
Spain/Italy program. 

If you go through CCIS or any 
other outside study abroad program, 
you can apply all financial aid, ex-
cept your institutional aid. 

Airfare and spending money will 
make up the bulk of your expenses 
outside of tuition and room and 
board. 

Airfare and spending money are 
considered legitimate educational ex-
penses, and students are usually able 
to borrow for them, if necessary.

How Much Does it Cost?
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Richie Havens
Woodstock Opening Act

Friday
Jan 29

8pm

Pete Fornatale
Book Signing - Back to the Garden 

and Presentation
with film screening of 

TAKING WOODSTOCK
Wed | Jan 27 | 7pm

7 3 2 - 2 6 3 - 6 8 8 9
www.monmouth.edu/arts

Pollak Theatre

Brooklyn
 Rider

Fri 
Feb 19
8 PM

MODERN 
STRING 
QUARTET

CHERISH THE LADIES

Free Concerts for MU Students!  Call 732-263-6889 for details!
T I C K E T  P R I V I L E G E S  F O R  A L L !

S T U D E N T S :
Full time MU Students with current ID are eligible for 1 free ticket to 2 Performing Arts Series events per academic year. 

Additional events carry a $5 charge. One additional guest ticket can be purchased for $5 per event.

Part time MU Students with current ID are eligible for 1 free ticket to 1 Performing Arts Series event per academic year. 
Additional events carry a $5 charge. One additional guest ticket can be purchased for $5 per event.

A L L  M O N  U  E M P L OY E E S :
Monmouth University employees with current ID are entitled to 2 tickets (per show) to any Performing Arts Series 

event at $5 off the regular admission. Additional tickets may be purchased at the regular price.

Fri 
Feb 26 

8 pm
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Sandra Meola
EntErtainmEnt Editor

novel with her, suggested to 
and discussed with her critical ap-
proaches to and criticism on the 
novel; read, commented on, and 
discussed her essays, papers, drafts, 
and annotated bibliographies; and 
encouraged her to continue to pur-
sue her interest in writing about the 
novel,” Blair said.

“I can honestly say with one hun-
dred percent assurance that without 
Dr. Blair’s continued and tireless 
support, I would never have pub-
lished,” Van Ness said.

“As she was writing her thesis, I 
suggested that it had potential as a 
book-length project and that such a 
book would be marketable,” Blair 
said. He then searched for a pub-
lisher that might have interest in 
Van Ness’ work and the search led 
to McFarland Publisher, Inc. Once 
an appropriate publisher had been 
found, Blair and Van Ness devel-
oped a query letter. 

Van Ness submitted the query 
letter McFarland Company, Inc. in 
which she pitched the basic idea for 
the book and why it would be a good 
time to publish work on Watch-
men.  A couple of weeks later, the 
publisher contacted her asking for 
a full-length book proposal.  This 
included an overall description, a 
proposed table of contents, an esti-
mated total word count and comple-
tion date, a preface for the book, an 
analysis of the marketability for the 
proposed book, a summary of any 
incorporated photographs or illus-
trations, and a sample chapter.  

About a month after she sub-

Student Writes First Full-length 
Work Analyzing Watchmen

Watchmen continued from pg. 1 mitted the proposal, the publisher 
expressed interest in the project, 
however, it wanted the book to be at 
least twice the proposed length. Van 
Ness proposed five additional chap-
ters, one being based on the recently 
released motion picture adaptation, 
and a new anticipated completion 
date.

“I was really skeptical up until I 
had the contract in hand that they 
were actually interested enough in 
my work to sign a contract with me, 
but once I saw the offer in print, it 
was very surreal, and if I’d have to 
describe it, it was a mixture of abso-
lute elation, numbness, and frankly, 
terror,” she said.  

She was contracted with McFar-
land on September 11, 2008 and 
completed the manuscript on June 
15, 2009, writing the majority of the 
book in about 9 months.  

“My actual writing process for the 
book really depended on the chapter. 
For some [chapters], I spent a great 
deal of time on research, while for 
others, I spent more time concep-
tualizing the chapter’s structure or 
organization,” Van Ness said. 

The hardest obstacle to over-
come, Van Ness explained, was 
setting and meeting her own dead-
lines. “The writing required an im-
mense amount of self-discipline. It 
was crucial to set my own deadlines 
and to stick to them.  I had a lot to 
complete in a fairly short amount of 
time, so I was sure to write every 
single day, and tried to finish at least 
three pages per day,” she said. 

In December Van Ness made the 
final edits to the page proofs, revised 
the introduction, and completd the 

index before the end so the book can 
go to the printer this month.

“Sara’s book is the first by a single 
author on Watchmen. Her book is a 
sustained application of the meth-
ods and materials of professional 
literary studies to a highly regarded 
work of popular culture,” said Blair. 
“Another contribution is her book’s 
implications for literary study: to 
challenge some basic assumptions 
about the generic definition of a 
novel, about the interrelationships 
of words and images within a nar-
rative, and about the nature of lit-
erature as a category. Perhaps a cu-
mulative effect is to challenge some 
basic assumptions about literary 
studies as a profession.”

In the introduction to the book, 
Van Ness explains her hopes for 
the book. “For me, writing Watch-
men as Literature has bridged a gap 
between the scholarly and popu-
lar, and my purpose has been to 
provide readers from a variety of 
backgrounds, experiences, and per-
spectives the opportunity to do the 
same,” she said. 

According the McFarland web-
site, the book is due for release in 
the spring, but no specific date has 
been given.

Van Ness anticipates graduating 
with an MA in English in fall 2010, 
and then applying for PhD programs 
with the goal of one day teaching on 
the college level.  

“I don’t think that I’ll ever be ‘fin-
ished’ with Watchmen.  It’s the kind 
of text that I find not only deserves 
critical attention, but really demands 
repeated readings and analysis,” she 
said. 

PHoto courtesy of Amazon.com

Cover to Van Ness’ Watchmen as Literature due this spring.

Wonderland Characters 
Coming Soon to Monmouth 

and the Big Screen

The Department of Music and 
Theatre Arts is currently pro-
ducing an original show called 
Roasting Alice: A New Musical 
Revue. The revue is directed 
and written by Professor Ni-
cole Ricciardi and musically 
composed by Professor George 
Wurzbach. Based on the charac-
ters created by Lewis Carroll in 
her book, Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, audiences can ex-
pect to see their beloved child-
hood characters in a completely 
new way. 

Sheri Anderson, Stage Man-
ager of the production and Spe-
cialist Professor in the Depart-
ment of Music and Theatre Arts 
said, “…The students have the 
rare treat of being directly in-
volved in literally every stage of 
the process. To the best of my 
knowledge, this is the first time 
this has happened at Monmouth 
University, so it is truly excit-
ing.” The Mad Hatter, White 
Rabbit, Cheshire Cat and others 
will roast Alice with jokes and 
songs on her “unbirthday”: any 

day that is NOT Alice’s birth-
day. 

According to Linda A. Dela-
ney, Production Associate in 
Woods Theatre, Roasting Alice 
will not be your average little 
girl’s story, but instead filled 
with ribald humor, shocking 
descriptions, and original cos-
tumes. What better way to take 
a break from late-night studying 
in the upcoming workload of the 
semester, than to lose yourself 
in the theatrical world of imagi-
nation, color, and obscurity. 

Performances will be held on 
Friday February 26 and Satur-
day February 27 at 8:00pm in 
Woods Theatre. Parental Dis-
cretion is advised for children 
under 13 years of age. 

The Disney feature film of 
Alice in Wonderland, directed 
by Tim Burton will be released 
a week after the University’s 
production of Roasting Alice 
on March 5th. Exhibiting traits 
similar to Burton’s Nightmare 
Before Christmas, the remake 
of Alice in Wonderland will dis-
play gothic cartoon character-
istics, costumes, and scripting, 
much different than the Disney 

interpretation of Carroll’s book 
in 1951.  Australian actress Mia 
Wasikowska has the role of Al-
ice, alongside the Mad Hatter, a 
character tailored for the extrav-
agantly odd but brilliant acting 
of Johnny Depp, who has worked 
with Burton many times before. 
Helena Bonham Carter plays the 
Red Queen, Anne Hathaway as 
the White Queen, and Stephen 
Fry as the Cheshire Cat. Alice 
will once again follow a rab-
bit through a not so probable 
borrowing hole and fall deeply 
away from the world of real-
ity and into the mystic world of 
Wonderland where she will re-
alize that she must end the Red 
Queen’s reign of beheading, and 
replace terror with tranquility 
and happiness. As Alice is con-
trolled by the ticking of a pocket 
watch and haunted by unfamil-
iar “friends,” audiences can ex-
pect a masterpiece, at best from 
Tim Burton. The word, genius, 
will undoubtedly be used in the 
upcoming reviews.  

The film is catered to young 
children as well as those who 
read the book when they were 
young fifty years ago. 

PHoto courtesy of   www.stylefizz.com

Johnny Depp in costume for his role as the Mad Hatter in 
Alice in Wonderland released on March 5, 2010.
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Whenever Denzel Washington 
takes a role, he never seems to 
play the same character twice.   
He’s played a hard-nosed crimi-
nal, a corrupt cop, and an inspi-
rational football coach, to name a 
few, and distinguishes each role 
to be independent of the other.  
In his new film, The Book of Eli, 
Washington plays a wanderer in 
a post-apocalyptic setting who is 
on a heroic journey.  While many 
might have a seen such a char-
acter in other films before, audi-
ences haven’t seen Washington 
play such a role. 

Being a seasoned actor, Wash-
ington gives the role his all and 
it shows.  He does well with what 
he is given and develops Eli as 
a man with scars both inside his 
body and out.  In addition to per-
forming action sequences nicely 
and working well with co-stars, 
Gary Oldman (The Dark Knight) 
and Mila Kunis (Forgetting Sar-
ah Marshall), he has some of the 
best lines.  When confronted by a 
pack of deadly bandits or hijack-
ers, Washington says, “The only 
good thing about no soap is you 
can smell hijackers from a mile 
away.”  Audiences don’t hear that 
in every end-of-the-world movie, 
now do they?

Directed by the Hughes Broth-
ers (Menace II Society) and writ-
ten by Gary Whitta, The Book of 
Eli is about a world after a disas-
ter known as “the f lash.”  The 
movie follows a man, Eli (also 
referred to as “The Walker”), in 
this dead world who is traveling 
across the country on a divine 
quest.  

In his possession is the “good” 
book that has the potential to save 
the world and restore it in the 
process.  Armed with a machete, 
two guns, bow and arrows, and a 
great pair of aviator sunglasses, 
Eli fights off anybody that gets 
in his way or his quest.  How-
ever, his faith is never far behind 
him in his travels.    

Soon, Eli stumbles into a town 
looking only for water and assis-
tance from an electrician.  The 
town is governed by an evil man, 
Carnegie (Oldman), who is on 
a quest of his own to find the 
“good” book, with the help of 
bandits and his right-hand man 
Redridge (Ray Stevenson).  After 
a bar brawl involving Eli, Carn-

egie meets Eli and sees him as a 
man that could help him in his 
quest.  Eli declines.  During the 
night, he meets Solara (Kunis) 
and talks to her about his past 
as well as prays with her.  Lat-
er, when Carnegie hears Solara 
praying, he knows that Eli has 
what Carnegie is looking for.

As Eli leaves, he gets into a 
fight with Carnegie and that 
makes him the number one target 
on Carnegie’s most wanted list.  
Soon, Solara catches up with Eli 
and together they try to reach 
their destination as Carnegie and 
his men are right behind them.  

The script by Whitta is won-
derfully written and has such 
spirituality in both theme and 
content but without feeling like 
a sermon.  It makes audiences 
think about what it means to 
have faith and the right way to 
use it as demonstrated by char-
acters.  This doesn’t distract the 
movie from being an interesting 
end of the world story.  Keeping 
the faith helps to distance The 
Book of Eli from other movies of 
the same subgenre by making it 
feel unique.  

Throughout the movie, Eli is 
nicely portrayed to be the shep-
herd that seems to hold the key 
to helping humanity.  Whitta 
develops him as skillful warrior 
but also a man who has faith all 
the time, reciting biblical verses 
before a fight.  He is a compas-
sionate man but a stern teacher 
to those who challenge him. 
Even the holy book that Eli car-
ries around seems to be just as 
much a character as the people 
on this dead world.    

The Hughes Brothers direc-
tion helps bring this script to 
life.  They understand the great 
themes of the story and the 
characters as well.  Numerous 
times, the movie feels like a 
silent movie with Eli walking 
among the destruction of the 
planet (with some terrif ic cin-
ematography by Don Burgess).  
This brings to mind that even 
if the f ilm didn’t have dialogue 
it would still be fantastic, al-
lowing each frame to feel like 
a dark portrait.  The Hughes 
Brothers know how to capture 
the feeling of the moment and 
make it come alive.  

In addition to knowing the 
best way to direct this story, the 
Hughes Brothers have an eye 
for detail that makes the look of 

the film great.  They build up 
Whitta’s script and really cre-
ate the feeling that this world 
is like the Old West.  There are 
shops, showdowns in the center 
of town, and, frontiers as far as 
the eye can see.

The action in the film is han-
dled with skill and grace.  The 
Hughes Brothers never make the 
action over-the-top and keep it 
exciting so it never feels like the 
audience missed anything.  When 
Washington fights, the scenes 
are either quick or get into the 
moment, but in any case they are 
f luid and well choreographed.  
Sometimes, this directing duo 
has fun with the camera such as a 
shoot-out scene, where the cam-
era pans back and forth in a fun 
way to recreate the feeling of a 
videogame.  Overall, this direct-
ing team seems to have found 
its groove after their last film, 
2001’s From Hell.  

The supporting cast of the 
movie is a joy to see.  Oldman as 
the diabolical Carnegie is terrific 
as the villain.  Like Washington, 
Oldman develops his character 
but as the opposite of Eli.  He 
does well in giving people the 
impression that while Eli’s faith 
is to help everyone, Carnegie’s is 
just to help himself.  When the 
film introduces Oldman read-
ing a book about Mussolini, the 
irony is not lost.  

Kunis is fantastic and contin-
ues to be a rising young star.  She 
shows that despite her time on the 
sitcom, That ‘70’s Show, she can 
handle drama, too.  When she is 
acting against Oldman or Wash-
ington, she stands her ground 
and performs wonderfully with 
them.  Kunis is great in the ac-
tion scenes and shows she has 
the chops to fight like one of the 
guys.  Can’t wait to see what she 
appears in next.  

The film ends with an excel-
lent twist that helps to put the 
whole faith and spirituality 
of the movie into perspective.  
Also, one terrific actor shows up 
toward the end, which is another 
surprise.

Who knew a movie about the 
end of the world could be so 
spiritual? Obviously, the Hughes 
Brothers and Gary Whitta did.  
Together, they created an excel-
lent a movie with a stellar cast 
that is an awesome way to start 
off this year’s batch of movies.  
Amen.   

PHOTO COURTESY of www.filmofilia.com

The Book of Eli, starring Denzel Washington, opened this passed Friday and is a well-
made, must-see movie.

Keeping the Faith in 
a World with None

We are always looking for qualiiied 
applicants to iill positions at all levels in

all areas.  

With over 50 locations in the tri-state 
area, we always have a job for

yyou.  Please submit your resume to 
Monmouth@beachbumtanning.com. 

 For you submitted
resume, you will receive a free tan 
in any bed.  Limit one coupon per 

customer. 
FFree tan will be emailed to you to 

submit 
to:

Eatontown:
53 Route 36 West

Eatontown, NJ 07724
(732)440-4204

The The Free Tan may also be redeemed at 
one of the following locations:

Brick: (732)262-8261
Cinnaminson: (856)786-0123

East Brunswick: (732)698-7712
Holmdel: (732)888-3700

Manalapan: (732)625-8261
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Steve Black, a star defenseman 
for the Monmouth IceHawks, was 
selected to be on the ACHA (Ameri-
can Collegiate Hockey Association) 
Division 2 hockey team.  The team 
toured Europe at the end of last year 
and played against other D2 teams 
from around the globe.  

Last season, the Monmouth Ice-
Hawks went on to win the DVCHC 
(Delaware Valley Collegiate Hock-
ey Conference) championships.  

The IceHawks, a division 3 club 
team, dominated the league statisti-
cally, according to the MUHawks 
website, with three of their players 
leading the conference in scoring. 

 Defenseman Steve Black led in 
goals and points, having 40 points 
on 24 goals and 16 assists.  Accord-
ing to the site, “Monmouth were led 
all season by [him]”; he won a num-
ber of post-season awards including 
the Atlantic Region’s Most Valuable 
Player Award and being named First 
Team All-Atlantic Region.  

“Both of my two older brothers 
played and my godfather played in 
the NHL.  So it was a given that I 
was going to follow my older broth-
ers footsteps,” Black says.  

Black started playing hockey 
at age 7, playing mainly Center 
throughout his youth career.  After 
graduating high school, he took a 
year off to focus on hockey. 

 “Most kids play two to three 
years of junior hockey in order to 
get noticed by NCAA Division 1 
schools,” he says.  “I didn’t want to 
wait that long to go to college, so I 
decided to give the EJHL (Eastern 
Junior Hockey League) a shot for 
one year.”  

After having a less than favorable 
experience with the team and get-
ting injured during the season, Black 
decided to come to Monmouth Uni-
versity for its academics.  Black is a 
business major with a concentration 
in finance.  

Now a senior, he has had intern-
ships at AIG and Morgan Stanley.  
“I have been extremely focused in 

Monmouth IceHawk 
Joins Prestigious Team

pursuing a career in the finance in-
dustry…This past spring is really 
when I started to realize that pro-
fessional hockey was an option for 
me,” he said.  

Playing for the IceHawks marked 
Black’s first experience as a full-
time defender.  Because of his 
naturally offensive playing style, 
coaches have always played him as 
a forward.  

But Black sees his skill set of bet-
ter use on the defensive end.  “I am 
definitely an offensive defenseman,” 
he says. 

 “The game of hockey has 
changed.  It’s a much faster game 
now…To play at a professional level, 
my best chance and position would 
be on defense.”  

His efforts did not go unnoticed.  
After three years of playing with the 
IceHawks, Coach Fred Berzolla had 
this to say about him: 

“I can pretty much sum up my 
impressions of Steve Black in one 
sentence.  In 20 years of coaching 
this sport, Steve possesses the most 
talent I have ever seen in a hockey 
player, period.”  

During an annual meeting in Flor-
ida with the president of the ACHA 
league, Steve’s coaches mentioned 
his name for consideration.  

Steve got a call from one of the 
ACHA coaches, who interviewed 
him and told him he would call up 

MichaeL Martin
Contributing Writer

coaches from opposing teams and 
ask their opinions of him.  After a 
couple of weeks, he called to con-
gratulate him and invite him to Eu-
rope.  

The ACHA D2 Select team con-
sists of 26 players from different 
colleges and universities across the 
country.  The team toured Europe 
and played six games against teams 
from Italy, Germany, France, Swit-
zerland, and Austria from Decem-
ber 27th to January 7th.  The ACHA 
D2 team won all six of these games

European professional teams have 
been known to scout players from 
the ACHA D2 tournament.  “Yea, 
that would be nice to be scouted by 
a European professional team.  I am 
going to try to pursue a professional 
[hockey] career after college,” Black 
said.  

This could detract from his origi-
nal goals in finance, but Steve takes 
it all in stride.  

“Now I kinda have to sacrifice 
some of my career goals, like find-
ing another internship, to work out 
daily and pursue hockey.  I have the 
rest of my life to work, is the way I 
see it.”

In the meantime, check the web-
site at gomuhawks.com for a sched-
ule of upcoming games.  The season 
has already started and will con-
tinue through February. And keep 
Steve Black on your radar.  

photo courtesy of  GoMuhawks.com

Above: Steve Black is shown playing the game he has loved since the age of 7. Below: 
The whole team gathers to take a celebratory photograph, to remember their 2008-2009 
DVCHC championship.

Tips for 
Becoming a 

Dorm Room Chef
MeLissa roskowski

Staff  Writer

As college students, we can all 
agree that living in dorms has its 
downfalls.  With a little work, 
cooking your own hot meal does 
not have to be one of them.

Most colleges allow mi-
crowaves somewhere in their 
dorms, but students rarely take 
full advantage of them.  

The golden rule of becoming 
a dorm room chef: use your mi-
crowave.  You can make a quick 
and easy version of almost any 
meal using the microwave. To 
start off, all you need are some 
ideas and a sense of adventure.

Note: Microwave cooking can 
be daunting and I am sure grand-
mas around the world would dis-
approve.  However, grandmas do 
not have to live in dorms.  Col-
lege students are nothing if not 
resourceful. 

I have had 
the pleasure of 
being forced 
into microwave 
cooking and 
have a few tips 
to share:

1. Breakfast 
is important. 
It’s not a myth.  
Omelets, or 
s o m e t h i n g 
that resembles 
them, are easy 
to make in a 
m i c r o w a v e .  
The Incred-
ible Edible Egg 
website has a 
good method 
for this.  

Basically, you butter the bot-
tom of a microwavable bowl and 
add your scrambled eggs.  Cook 
the eggs for 2-3 minutes and 
toward the end; add in any top-
pings you would like. As long 
as the egg is fully cooked and is 
not runny, you have made your 
omelet goal.

2. It is my own personal be-
lief, and you may disagree, that 
chicken should never be cooked 
in the microwave.  It calls to 
mind rubber toy chickens. 
Yuck.

3. Ground beef, on the other 
hand, works out surprisingly 
well.  I would not suggest cook-
ing a steak in the microwave, 
but ground beef is pretty safe.  

4. To ease into the whole 
microwaving-meat-thing, you 
should start off with something 
easy, like tacos.  They are hard 
to mess up.  I adapted a recipe 
found on www.allrecipes.com.  

All you need is ground beef, 
a packet of taco seasoning, and 
any shells or toppings you enjoy.  
Use about one pound of ground 
beef if you are serving a few 
people and want some leftovers. 

Put the beef into a bowl and 
cook, covered, in the microwave 
for around five minutes.  Drain 
and add seasoning packet and 
enough water to keep the mix-
ture moist. 

 Return to microwave and 
cook, covered, for about four 

minutes.  Add to shells and use 
your favorite toppings.

5. Pasta is possible.  There 
are many different ways to cook 
pasta in the microwave, but they 
are all close to the same. It real-
ly depends on what kind of pasta 
you are using and how you like 
it cooked.  

The recipe I like to use is from 
eHow.com and uses elbow mac-
aroni.  

You combine about six ounces 
of pasta and one and three-quar-
ters cups of water in a microwav-
able bowl. Place in microwave 
and cook for 9-10 minutes, until 
pasta is cooked to your liking.  
Drain excess water and you are 
ready for many pasta possibili-
ties.

6. Vegetables are one of the 
easiest microwave foods.  Ward 
away the dreaded freshman fif-
teen by adding some veggies to 

your routine.  
You can either 
buy frozen 
bags of micro-
wavable veg-
gies or save 
some money 
and buy fresh.  

Fresh veg-
etables can be 
steamed eas-
ily by adding 
water in the 
bottom of a 
microwavable 
bowl. 

Put your 
vegetable of 
choice (green 
beans work 
really well) in 
the bowl, cover 

them with water and cover the 
bowl with plastic wrap.  Then 
you should microwave for about 
four minutes.  Microwaving for 
too long will result in mush, so 
keep an eye on them.

7. Now that the healthy food 
has been taken care of, let’s not 
forget about dessert.  My mom 
received an email one day con-
taining “The Most Dangerous 
Cake Recipe.”  We decided to 
make this recipe, ignoring its 
title, and loved it.  

It is chocolate cake that can be 
made in the microwave.  You will 
need a large mug or small bowl, 
four tablespoons each of flour and 
sugar, two tablespoons of cocoa, 
an egg, three tablespoons each 
of milk, oil, and chocolate chips, 
and a splash of vanilla extract.  

Take your mug or bowl and 
combine the dry ingredients. 
Next, mix in egg and then the 
wet ingredients mix again. Add 
your chocolate chips and vanilla 
extract and cook in microwave 
for three minutes.  Enjoy your 
decadent, five minute dessert.

Dorm room cooking is a chal-
lenge, but it is not impossible. 
Once you get the hang of it, it 
can even be fun.  Try out some 
of the tips and recipes I gave you 
and pretty soon you will be cre-
ating your own dorm-friendly 
dishes.  Who knows, you may 
even get grandma’s approval 
one day.

The golden rule 
of becoming 
a dorm room 

chef: use your 
microwave.  You 

can make a quick 
and easy version 

of almost any 
meal using the 

microwave.
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The Fantastic Lore of Pulp Fiction: 
Superheroes of the Mass Media

Brian Blackmon
staff writer

The mythology of the comic 
book superhero has played a sig-
nificant part in modern American 
folklore, ever since the late 1930’s 
when characters such as Lee 
Falk’s The Phantom (introduced 
to newspaper funny pages on 
February 17th, 1936); Jerry Sie-
gel and Joe Shuster’s Superman 
(debuted in 1938’s Action Comics 
#1); and Bob Kane and Bill Fin-
ger’s Batman (who first appeared 
in Detective Comics #27, 1939) 
were able to exercise a creative 
impact over our nation’s cultural 
imagination. 

While the comic book/comic 
strip medium is often viewed as 
being synonymous with the lore 
of the superhero (a misconception 
which might offend artists such as 
Art Spiegelman, or the late Will 
Eisner), many historians find that 
the superhero archetype precedes 
not only the comic book page, 
but even the printed word for that 
matter. Once we can identify Per-
seus and his rescue of Androm-
eda as the prototype for all future 
dragon slayers (from Siegfried 
to the present), it is just as easy 
to find a correlation between the 
misadventures of Greece’s dei-
ties and the soap opera drama that 
surrounds Superman, Lois Lane, 
Lex Luthor, and a rock of kryp-
tonite.  

Yet if we restrict our discussion 
to the heroes of the modern mass 
media age, who populated news-
stand racks and drove readership 
and sales figures through the roof 
with each new installment, we 
still find that superheroes predate 
their comic book appearance.    

In 1887, the publication of Bee-
ton’s Christmas Annual gave the 
world its first renowned hero of 
the mass media, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s beloved character Sher-
lock Holmes (in a story entitled 
“A Study in Scarlet”). Inspired by 
Edgar Allan Poe’s Dupin stories 
(the first of which was “Murders in 
the Rue Morgue” from Graham’s 
Lady’s and Gentleman’s Maga-
zine, April 18th 1841), Doyle’s 
Holmes and Dr. Watson created 
a benchmark for the art form that 
Poe had created.

 The popularity of Sherlock 
Holmes was such that when Mr. 
Doyle assassinated the character 
in an epic struggle against nemesis 

Moriarty, casting both off the Re-
ichenback Falls in the December 
1893 issue of Strand, the public 
outcry demanded, and eventually 
received, a resurrection of their 
hero (a common plot device used 
in countless comic books today).  
Fans (of which I shall include my-
self) while always be grateful to 
Mr. Doyle’s generosity. 

While Sherlock Holmes was the 
initial champion of mass media 
entertainment, turn of the century 
pulp magazines would introduce 
readers to an entire cosmos. 

  Edgar Rice Burroughs, easily 
considered the king of the pulps, 
created whole genres to contain 
his imagination. His first hero 
was John Carter of Mars, who 
premiered in the serial “Under 
the Moons of Mars” beginning 
with the February 1912 issue of 
All Story Weekly. Tarzan of the 
Apes (Burroughs’ most recogniz-
able creation) was soon to follow, 
launched in the October issue of 
All Story that very same year. 
The romance of Tarzan and Jane 
in their African Eden is one of the 
most well known myths in mod-
ern times. 

The influence that Burroughs’ 
work had upon science fiction 
and fantasy is endless, and it is in 
the superhuman figures of Tarzan 
and John Carter that we find the 
clearest origin of the modern su-
perhero. 

In addition to Burroughs’ glad-
iators and amazons, All Story 
Weekly served as the birthplace 
of Johnston McCulley’s Don Di-
ego Vega, better known to the 
world at large as Zorro. The story 
was “The Curse of Capistrano,” 
the first installment of which was 
published in the August 9th, 1919 
issue. When Douglas Fairbanks 
adapted the character to the si-
lent screen in 1920’s The Mark 
of Zorro, the popularity of this 
masked swashbuckler was forever 
solidified in the minds of movie-
goers, and readers (Mr. McCulley 
sensed the character was more 
than a one-shot, and wrote of the 
Zorro’s exploits until the time of 
his death in the late 1950’s). With-
out a Zorro, there would be no 
Batman. 

Philip Francis Nowlan’s Buck 
Rogers is another vital figure in 
the mythology of the superhero; 
introduced as Anthony Rogers 
in the story “Armageddon 2419 
A.D” for the August 1928 issue of 

Hugo Gernsback’s groundbreak-
ing Amazing Stories (founded 
1926). As a result, toy ray guns 
and rocket ships filled Pre-World 
War II toy aisles, and the word 
“zap” was first introduced into 
vernacular (Mr. Nowlan is cred-
ited with creating the word, along 
with predicting a range of than 
future technologies which we are 
currently enjoying in our present 
day). 

Superheroes ran rampant in 
the pages of the pulp magazines, 
even finding themselves in the 
middle of the horror title Weird 
Tales. Since its founding in 1923, 
contributor H. P. Lovecraft had 
diligently crafted a complex my-
thology of ancient creatures from 
other galaxies and dimensions, 
against whose occult presence 
humanity lacked any power.

 It was a mythology that Love-
craft allowed his friends to freely 
make use of, and as a result had a 
large impact on the subject mat-
ter covered in Weird Tales’ pages. 
One of these friends, who made 
use of Lovecraft’s monsters from 
beyond, was Robert E. Howard. It 
was against these creatures that 
he often pitted his many barbar-
ian heroes and heroines, the most 
famous of which was Conan, in-
troduced in the December 1932 
in the story “The Phoenix on the 
Sword.”  It was Mr. Howard who 
brought the barbarian into vogue 
as a fantasy figure, and his leg-
acy is much imitated, but never 
equaled. 

In compliment to the superhero, 
there will always be a requisite 
supervillian. While some of the 
evil doers of pulpdom often failed 
to survive past the story in which 
they were introduced. 

The one of one villain who 
seems to have had the most suc-
cessful career during this time 
was the evil (or in the worlds of 
his creator Sax Rohmer, “insidi-
ous”) Dr. Fu Manchu. Fu Manchu 
was introduced in the magazine 
The Story Teller, for issue #67, 
Oct 1912; and repeatedly came 
close to bringing about heroes 
Nayland Smith and Dr. Petrie’s 
demise through the types of de-
vises and traps that Ian Fleming 
would later threaten his James 
Bond.  

While pulp magazines no lon-
ger litter the magazine racks of 
American newsstands, the as-
tounding work of authors such 

as Burroughs and Howard have 
found longevity within the pa-
perback market. A search of any 
used bookstore will uncover tat-
tered collections of paperbacks 
with sensationalistic covers (in 
keeping with the pulp spirit) of 
Frazetta and Boris  John Carters 
and Conans running amuck. 

The mythology of the super-
hero continues to grow, as it has 
throughout the history of mass 
media. With each new outlet of 
communication, the adventures 
of characters such as Tarzan and 
Zorro are retold and expounded 
upon. 

Also, in the same way that the 
medium of radio added to pulp 
fiction’s ranks such heroes as 
Street and Smith’s The Shadow, 
and George W. Trendle and Fran 
Striker’s The Lone Ranger and 
Green Hornet, each new medium 
and age will only add to the width 
and breadth of the growing Olym-
pus residing within our imagina-
tions.

Photo courtesy of Google Images.

Zorro creator Johnston McCulley poses here with actor 
Guy Williams, who portrayed the famous masked avenger 
for Walt Disney. 

Photo courtesy of Google Images

King of the pulps Edgar Rice 
Burroughs brought Tarzan 
and John Carter of Mars to 
life.
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Joseph Lieberman, Con-
necticut’s foremost son, has 
bestowed a bizarre legacy 
upon the American politi-
cal landscape.  Between Al 
Gore’s dismal campaign, his 
own failed presidential bid, 
his crusade against rocker 
Marilyn Manson, and his op-
position to Obama’s health-
care plan, Senator Lieberman 
has made countless enemies, 
and numerous headlines dur-
ing his career.  

One of the more unique rem-

nants of Lieberman’s legacy is 
the small third-party, the Con-
necticut for Lieberman Party, 
which formed to propel him to 
re-election in 2006, following 
his exile from the Democratic 
Party. The grand irony, how-
ever, is that the Connecticut 
for Lieberman Party,  origi-

nally intended to be nothing 
more than a ballot-qualified 
cult of personality, recently 
nominated John Mertens, an 
ardent critic of Senator Lie-
berman, as its candidate for 
senate in 2010. 

“The two party system is 
broken,” said Mertens. “On 
my website, I have thirty de-
tailed solutions [to pertinent 
problems]; neither major can-
didate talks about these prob-
lems, they just make vague 
promises.”  

Mertens condemnation of 
the two-party system is ri-
valed only by his criticism of 

Lieberman.
“Republicans like him 

now because they think he is 
‘voting for America,’” said 
Mertens. “But his approval 
rating is in the forties.”

Mertens is well aware that 
his candidacy will be an uphill 
battle, but he feels that wide-

spread discontent with the 
major parties, and the lack of 
intelligent discussion between 
the candidates, will help es-
tablish him as a viable choice. 

Mertens promotes Con-
gressional terms limits and 
gay marriage while opposing 
Eminent Domain and fiscal 
irresponsibility. While the 
majority of Americans would 
respect his platform, few will 
actually hear it. He points out 
that during the 2008 presiden-
tial campaign, third party can-
didates were excluded from 
the televised debates, leading 
to a severe lack of differing 
opinions.

“They really weren’t de-
bates,” said Mertens. “They 
were more like commercials.” 

Mertens, however, has a plan 
to garner much needed media 
attention. He has purchased 
airtime on local television sta-
tions, which will begin broad-
casting his political infomer-
cial four times a month. 

“Nobody has done this be-
fore,” said Mertens. “It will 
be seen in 130 towns for 10 
months!”

Mertens will need to earn 
at least one percent of the to-
tal vote for the Connecticut 
for Lieberman Party to retain 
its ballot access. He believes 
he can accomplish this task 
despite the many roadblocks, 
and anxiously awaits 2012.

“[In 2012] the party will run 
a candidate against Joe Lie-
berman!”

Connecticut for Lieberman Party 
Nominates Anti-Lieberman Activist

Dennis Mikolay
staff writer
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John Mertens is nominated by the Conneticut for Lieber-
man Party to run for the Senate seat in 2010.

“The two party system is broken. On 
my website, I have thirty detailed 
solutions [to pertinent problems]; 

neither major candidate talks about 
these problems, they just make vague 

promises.”
JohN MerteNs

2010 Candidate for U.S. Senator

As a new semester begins 
the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) looks to build 
upon their achievements in the 
fall semester as well as begin 
new projects.

“We wanted to see more 
students get involved and we 
wanted to see spirit on cam-
pus rise. We also wanted to 
address problems students 
have, such as the availability 
of classes and advising,” ex-
plained SGA President Nata-
lie Rambone.

During the fall semester 
SGA hosted its two annual 
events; the Big Event and 
Homecoming. Every year the 
big event is implemented on 
campus and in the local com-
munities and the Monmouth 
University community comes 
together to clean up and beau-
tify these areas. The other 
fall annual event, Homecom-
ing, took place in late October 
with the theme of “Around the 
World.”

One of SGA’s goals was to 
add two new annual events 
to the fall schedule. The first 

event was a revamped Pep 
Rally. The second event was 
SGA’s first annual Confer-
ence.   

“I think that the senate did 
a great job in reaching the 
goals we set for ourselves. We 
have had many conversations 
with Vice President Nagy and 
other administrators about the 
issues facing 
M o n m o u t h 
Students and 
how these is-
sues can be 
r e s o l v e d , ” 
said Ram-
bone.

L o o k i n g 
ahead to this 
s e m e s t e r , 
SGA hopes 
m a i n t a i n 
their momen-
tum and build 
upon last semester’s achieve-
ments.

Some of the main points on 
SGA’s spring agenda include 
continuing to find and imple-
ment ways to increase school 
spirit and teamwork on cam-
pus.

The University community 
can expect to see some the 

typical spring semester events 
from SGA including their an-
nual charity auction, student 
awards ceremony, and Spring-
fest. 

In addition to the annual 
events, SGA has several other 
goals that are ongoing efforts 
every year.

“Student Government will 

also continue to work towards 
improving things on campus 
that students want and need. 
We also want to make students 
aware of different things tak-
ing place on campus, off cam-
pus, and statewide,” Rambone 
said. 

Another goal for SGA has 
come from the recent earth-

quakes in Haiti.
“We are also going to put ef-

forts into helping raise money 
for the efforts in Haiti,” said 
Rambone.

SGA hopes to achieve of 
all of its goals by combining 
efforts with different depart-
ments and organizations as 
well as teaming with the cam-

pus commu-
nity as whole 
for some.

“To help 
build team-
work and 
school spirit, 
we are work-
ing on dif-
ferent proj-
ects that will 
help bring the 
M o n m o u t h 
C o m m u n i t y 
together. To 

raise money for Haiti we are 
working with the University 
and with other organizations, 
as well as brainstorming about 
events we can do. And SGA 
will continue to take the ideas 
and opinions of students, dis-
cuss what they want or need, 
and follow up with the appro-
priate administration to get 

frank gogol
editor-in-chief

sGA Looks to Build on Fall successes
the student Government’s Plans for spring 2010

“SGA is asking the student body to let 
us know what we can do to make your 

college experience better because 
we care about the students and 

Monmouth University as a whole.”
NAtALie rAMBoNe

SGA President

these ideas heard,” said Ram-
bone. 

To achieve their goals SGA 
also hopes to garner support 
from the student body. A large 
portion of some of their meet-
ings is spent discussing ways 
to get more students involved, 
explained Rambone.

“SGA is asking the student 
body to let us know what we 
can do to make your college 
experience better because we 
care about the students and 
Monmouth University as a 
whole,” she said. 

For Rambone there are two 
main goals for the remainder 
of her tenure as SGA Presi-
dent. She is directly con-
cerned with the success of 
SGA’s events. 

“The senators put in a lot of 
time and effort into working 
on these events that benefit the 
students and they are working 
diligently to make our campus 
better,” she said.

In a more general sense, she 
explains, “It’s important to me 
that we are hearing what stu-
dents want and need and that 
we are doing everything pos-
sible to make sure their voices 
are heard.”
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Political Debate: Is Obama’s newly outlined Cash for Caulkers plan a good idea?
Here students debate political issues of the week. Side 1 students make their initial argument followed by Side 2 in which their opponent responds.

Cash-for-caulkers, more for-
mally known as Homestar, offers 
many benefits to the American 
consumers, American compa-
nies, and to the American econo-
my.  Its composition was inspired 
by the widely considered success-
ful program nicknamed cash-for-
clunkers (Car Allowance Rebate 
System or CARS) a program 
whereby the government paid 
high rebate prices for the trad-
ing-in of old cars in exchange for 
new cars.  This program actively 
increased consumer spending 
and increasing fuel efficiency 
(for those who upgraded from a 
clunker to new car) by an average 
of 58%!   

Due to the success of the CARS 
program, it has sparked discus-

sions in DC to sponsor similar 
programs; the most plausible of 
course being Homestar.  While 
the details of the Homestar pro-
gram are still in the works, the 
proposed program would be ben-
eficial for a number of reasons.  

First of all it would increase 
consumer spending.  Providing 
incentive for consumers to up-
grade their home appliances and 
fixtures with ones that are more 
efficient encourages consumer 
spending.  Although as of De-
cember 2009, no offical legisla-
tion has been released however it 
has been proposed that the gov-
ernment would pay 50% the cost 
of each homes’ improvement 
capped at a maximum of $12,000 
to be paid to each home.  A 50% 
discount offers a powerful incen-
tive for American consumers and 
should be comparably successful 

as the CARS program.
Even more powerful an incen-

tive is the estimated potential 
20% reduction in energy con-
sumption by homes that take 
“full advantage” of the program.   
Not only is this factor attractive 
to consumers but it would also 
have positive impacts on the en-
vironment.  Such a significant 
reduction in energy consump-
tion is important not only to the 
energy-conscious consumer but 
also for the country because it 
stands to improve America’s im-
age in the international arena for 
implementing such a progressive 
policy towards combating cli-
mate change.  

Furthermore the Homestar 
program would undoubtedly cre-
ate more jobs for Americans.  By 
increasing the demand for said 
fixtures and appliances, as well 

as installation, it will also in-
crease demand for workers.  This 
aspect is particularly crucial in 
the wake of the recent economic 
recession from which we are only 
starting to recover.  This positive 
impact on the unemployment rate 
will further simulate the nation’s 
economy as we strive towards a 
prosperous tomorrow.  

Although the CARS program 
has had its fair share of criticism 
this is all the more reason to im-
plement Homestar.  Regardless of 
said criticism, the CARS program 
was still considered a success; 
therefore we can use utilize this 
opportunity for another progres-
sive program by preemptively 
preparing and compensating for 
any of CARS’ shortcomings.  For 
example, one of the more substan-
tial criticisms of CARS was how 
Americans tended to buy cars 

Side 1:The Cash for Caulkers Plan is a Good Idea

Side 2:The Cash for Caulkers Plan is Not a Good Idea

Mark r. Schechter
COntrIbutIng wrIter

from non-American companies; 
perhaps under the Homestar plan 
we might alter the stipulations to 
contain certain incentives to en-
courage consumers to buy from 
American companies.  

So in conclusion, the Homestar 
program should be implemented 
as soon as a feasible policy plan 
has been constructed by Con-
gress.  Homestar offers great 
potential benefits for the United 
States and consumers.  It would 
seem that the recession is behind 
us however there is still ample 
room for economic improvement.  
The fact of the matter is that the 
more we stimulate the economy 
the further away from another 
economic downfall we get.  The 
potential for such a policy is 
quite vast and promising; not just 
for some but for the United States 
as a whole.

On Tuesday, December 8, Presi-
dent Obama proposed a new stim-
ulus program that would create 
jobs as well as help the environ-
ment. Running off of the idea of 
the “Cash for Clunkers” program 
that provided economic incentives 
to consumers trading in old cars 
for more fuel efficient ones. “Cash 
for Caulkers” would be the new 
program that provides cash incen-
tives for homeowners to weath-
erproof their house and be reim-
bursed for up to $12,000. 

Although the bill has not been 
passed yet and details are still 
hazy, but a very raw outline drawn 
by the president shows that it “cre-
ates jobs, saves money for the 
families, and reduces the pollution 
that threatens our environment”. 
It would create jobs with the use 
of private contractors conducting 
energy audits in people’s homes, 

buy necessary products, and install 
it according to the Senate Energy 
Committee. 

Officially called Home Star, the 
program seems like a good idea, 
help the environment and help 
American people. However, once 
again the bill is targeting only a 
small percentage of Americans. 
The bill would also help small 
business growth, which would 
help the economy but it seems 
to target middle to upper class 
America. Consumers would have 
to find $2,000 to $4,000 to weath-
erize their home, which for those 
who don’t have jobs nor have the 
practice in a trade such as this, the 
program will be of no benefit to 
them. 

A home audit typically exam-
ines a home’s construction, heating 
system, insulation, showerheads, 
light bulbs, and how well doors 
and windows are sealed according 
to Mass SAVE, a Massachusetts 
public-private partnership that 

encourages energy conservation. 
On average, an audit costs around 
$400-$500 for suggestions on how 
to “weatherize” your home. This is 
not including the amount of money 
it would cost to purchase and ei-
ther have someone install it or find 
the time to do it yourself. Some of 
the audits would recommend ho-
meowners to replace furnaces or 
insulate the attic, which could cost 
upwards of $2,700. 

Although people will be eligible 
for a rebate, the government has yet 
to clarify which items would count 
as part of the program. Weather-
ization projects can differ between 
homes making this program dif-
ferent from the Clunkers program 
in which it was clearly identified 
of which cars could be traded in 
based on the gross vehicle weight, 
according to the guidelines from 
the Car Allowance Rebate Sys-
tem. At the moment, this program 
is more open to fraud; contractors 
could claim any renovation quali-

trenna Field
Staff wrIter

fies as a weatherization project, ac-
cording to venture capitalist, John 
Doerr. The problems of “Cash for 
Caulkers” also include creating a 
job economy in which weatheriza-
tion professionals are needed, not 
simply any contractor. The demand 
would outweigh the supply of the 
experts as well as creating the po-
tential for fraudulent weatheriza-
tion experts. 

Cash for Caulkers is not the 
best way to spend the government 
stimulus money. IT only targets a 
portion of America who has the 
money to spend on their homes. 
It seems to forget the majority of 
Americans whose homes are be-
ing foreclosed on or the portion of 
America who rent rather than own. 
Cash for Clunkers was able to work 
so well because as Doerr points 
out, “consumers often only need 
to put a little money down initially 
when purchasing a car, but can pay 
the loan over 5-7 years.”  The pay-
off for the Caulkers program will 

not come until years down the road 
when the energy savings add up, 
and although it will be good for the 
environment, there are two obvi-
ous problems: Americans need the 
financial help now and Americans 
want instant gratification, like a 
new car, and not insulated attics, 
that shows what they spend their 
money on. 

The government could create 
a program much more beneficial 
to the American economy rather 
than Cash for Caulkers. Of course 
the environment is important and 
it was a nice idea to reduce hom-
eowner’s carbon emissions, how-
ever that is only one problem, 
only helping homeowners and not 
renters. Cash for Caulkers should 
not be the stimulus package that 
follows Cash for Clunkers be-
cause with the rough draft Presi-
dent Obama outlined, it just will 
not help more than a select few, 
and the United States already has 
enough policies like that.

Will New Health Care Plan Help or Hurt Our Country?

President Obama is currently try-
ing to pass a national health care 
reform bill through Congress that 
would provide free health insur-
ance coverage to American citizens 
courtesy of the federal government.  
Many people and organizations are 
in favor of this bill as they point out 
the many flaws and high expenses of 
our current health insurance system.

The National Coalition on 
Health Care (NCHC) is an inter-
est group that has been working 
to promote the idea of health care 
reform since 1990.  Its member or-
ganizations collectively represent 
more than 50 million Americans.

The NCHC says, “Experts agree 
that our health care system is riddled 
with inefficiencies, excessive admin-
istrative expenses, inflated prices, 
poor management and inappropriate 
care …These problems increase the 
cost of medical care associated with 
government health programs … and 
health insurance for employers and 
workers and affect the security of 
families.”

The NCHC also predicts that 
health care will cost the U.S. popu-

lation $4.4 trillion by 2018.  With 
these high prices and disapproving 
opinions of our current health care 
system, it is hard to imagine anyone 
arguing against free healthcare.  But 
there are many American citizens 
unhappy with President Obama’s 
current proposal.

Dr. Robert H. Scott, 33, from Nep-
tune, NJ, is a professor of econom-
ics at Monmouth University in West 
Long Branch, NJ. Scott says he favors 
health care reform as he feels that 
it will go a long way in simplifying 
the health care system.  Rather than 
having hundreds of insurance com-
panies, everybody’s health insurance 
information will be consolidated into 
one body – the government.

However, Scott says he dislikes 
the current proposal for health care 
reform because he feels that it fails 
to address the underlying problem 
of big insurance companies.  Rather 
than letting the patients choose their 
doctors and treatments, this plan 
simply transfers the power of choice 
from the insurance companies to the 
government, he said.

“If the bill passes, we will be 
spending more money for very little 
benefit,” said Scott.

Scott wants to see a health care 

plan that will promote healthier 
Americans.  “Give doctors incentives 
to keep people healthy as opposed 
to having them keep people sick to 
make sure that they keep coming 
back,” he said.

As for the concern that the new 
health care plan will place the U.S. 
in even deeper debt, Scott said that, 
“The number of jobs that will be cre-
ated will offset the debt it creates.”

Barbara Juliano, 46, a physician 
from Long Island, NY, has much 
experience in the medical field 
and voiced her own concerns with 
President Obama’s current pro-
posal.

Having worked at Beth Israel 
Medical Center and Queens Hospital 
Center over the last 20 years, Juliano 
said she feels that there is a lack of 
representation of doctor’s true needs 
and concerns, most importantly, mal-
practice reform.

This is a concern of many who are 
already against national health care.  
Opponents of President Obama’s 
plan feel that medical lawsuits will 
become even more commonplace 
since the U.S. government, which 
controls massive sums of money, will 
assume liability in the case of a mis-
take made by a health care employee.  

Physicians, such as Juliano, desire 
to see Obama address this concern 
in his proposal before it becomes a 
larger issue than it already is.

“If you bring about a frivolous law-
suit against a doctor, you should be 
penalized with your attorney,” said 
Juliano.

Juliano predicts that if frivolous 
lawsuits continue to be brought 
against doctors, it will lead to a lack 
of physicians in the future.  In turn, 
this shortage “will increase my work-
load, meaning more hours for less 
money,” he said.

When asked what her biggest con-
cern with the current proposal for 
national health care is, Juliano said, 
“The government is trying to reform 
the whole system when it isn’t all bro-
ken just so a small percentage of the 
population who cannot afford health 
insurance can get it.”

Today’s generation of college stu-
dents appeared no happier with Presi-
dent Obama’s new health care plan.

Jonathan Goodman, 19, a business 
major at Monmouth University, said 
he dislikes the idea of the majority 
of the U.S. population paying higher 
taxes to benefit the minority who 
cannot afford health care.  He favors 
a tax break for those who cannot pur-

chase health insurance rather than a 
revamping of our entire health care 
system.

As for what the medical field will 
look like under President Obama’s 
plan, Goodman said, “I think you’ll 
see less quality of doctors because 
there will be less specialists and more 
generic doctors.”

Arielle Giordano, 19, is also a stu-
dent at Monmouth University who is 
majoring in political science and his-
tory.  She took a more extreme oppo-
sition to the national health care plan 
than Goodman.

As an American citizen, Giordano 
feels that President Obama’s plan 
takes away her right to choose health 
care.  Furthermore, she thinks that it 
will raise the U.S. deficit by trillions 
while we are already in a recession.

Rather than reforming the whole 
system, Giordano said, “I would pre-
fer to see health insurance companies 
be allowed to cross state borders.  
This will increase competition and 
lower the price of health insurance.”

Whether or not President Obama 
is successful in passing his new 
health care plan has yet to be seen.  
However, his chances of pleas-
ing all American citizens appear 
slim.

anthony paniSSidi
COntrIbutIng wrIter
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Campus Events This Week 
_______________________________________________________________________
Donation containers are at registers in the student center, bookstore, Aramark and other 

locations to give money directly to Haitian relief. Please help out your fellow man.
_______________________________________________________________________

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
Housing Info Session • 2:30pm • Young Auditorium

V-Day Info Session • 2:30pm • 202B
Designated Driver HERO of the Year Awards • 3:30pm • Magil Lounge
Back to the Garden (& Film: Taking Woodstock) •7pm • Pollak • $10

MLK Tribute Celebration • 7:30pm • Anacon
IFC Recruitment Round Robin • 10:30pm • Bey Hall

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
Living Off-Campus 101 • 12pm • 202A

Tom Parr Comes Home: 1985-2010 Lecture • 4:30-5:30pm • Wilson Aud
Opening Reception • 5:30-7pm • Ice House Gallery

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
Q & A with Richie Havens • 3pm • TBD

Movie: Where the Wild Things Are • 7&11pm • Oakwood
Spa Night –Free Massages, manis, pedis, and chocolate fountain• 8pm • Magil 107/108

PHC Recruitment Round Robin • 4:45pm • Bey Hall
Richie Havens • 8pm • Pollak • $30

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
Movie: Couple’s Retreat • 7&11pm • Oakwood

NT: Live WORLD PREMIERE! Nation• 2 - 5 p.m. •Pollak Theatre 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1
BHM Flag Raising • 12pm • Great Lawn
Living Off-Campus 101 • 1:30pm • 202A

PHC Formal Bid Day

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Housing Info Session • 4pm • Oakwood Lounge

Panel: The Politics of Civility •1-2:30pm •Wilson Aud.

WEDNESDAY, FEBUARY 3
Living Off-Campus 101 • 2:30pm • 202B

Quit 2 Win Smoking Cessation Group • Wednesdays in February (10 weeks) • 2:30pm •McAllan 302
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Kickoff • 6-8pm • Club Dining Rm

Bling: Blood & Diamonds, & Hip-Hop • 8:30pm • Oakwood
Moscow Does Not Believe in Tears (not rated) • 4:30-7:15 pm•  Pollak Theatre

GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!
732-571-3586 • 2nd Floor, Rebecca Stafford Student Center • activities@monmouth.edu

Saturday

Oakwood

Free movies
& popcorn!!! 

Movies play at
 

7pm & 11 pm

FRIDAY
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Where

the  Wild
 Things Are

Free  SPA NIGHT
For Men and Women

Free Massages!

from Licensed Massage Therapists!

And More!!!

Fri., Jan. 29   
8-11pm   

107/108 Magill

Free Manis and Pedis!

from professionsals!

Free 
Chocolate 
Fountain

!Uif!BOOVBM!NML-!kS/!

uSJCVUF!dFMFCSBUJPO

NCNW Presents Wednesday, J an. 27
Anacon Hall, 7:30 pm

 

SPRING 2010 STUDENT DISCUSSION GROUPS 
Body Image  

Want to share your thoughts or experiences with body acceptance, disordered 
eating, or other issues? Then join us at the Body Image student group.  

Meetings will be Every  
Monday from 3:00pm-4:00pm 

 

2/1/2010- RSSC 202B 

2/8/2010-RSSC 202A 

2/15/2010-RSSC 202B 

2/22/2010-RSSC 202A 

 

 

 
 

 

 

3/1/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/8/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/15/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/22/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/29/2010-RSSC 202A 

4/5/2010-RSSC 202A 

4/12/2010-RSSC 202A 

 

Contact Suzette Lawler at slawler@monmouth.edu  

Living with Lyme 
You are not alone. If you are living with Lyme disease come out to meet and 

express your thoughts in a safe, private environment.  

Meetings will be Every  
Wednesday from 3:00pm-4:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3/3/2010-RSSC 202B 

3/10/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/17/2010-RSSC 202A 

3/24/2010-RSSC 202A 

Contact Lynne Lehrkinder at llehrkin@monmouth.edu 

2/3/2010- RSSC 202A 

2/10/2010-RSSC 202A 

2/17/2010-RSSC 202B 

2/24/2010-Bey Hall 129 

 

3/31/2010-RSSC 202B 

4/7/2010-RSSC 202A 

4/21/2010-RSSC 202A 

 

Counseling and Psychological Services 
Tel. 732‐571‐7517   email mucounseling@monmouth.edu 

For special accommodations, please contact us before the program. 
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702 Shrewsbury Ave • shrewsburymotors.com • 732-741-8500

Sales Hours:
M-Th 9-8pm

F 9-6pm
Sat 9-5pm

Service Hours:
M-F 8-5pm
Sat 8-1pm

Offers avail to qual buyers; subject to primary lender approval. All offers avail on approved credit (based on excellent credit). Prices incl all costs to be paid by a consumer, excpt tax, lic, reg fees, 1st mos pymt, & $179 doc fee. Sale prices include ALL factory incentives and 
factory rebates assigned to dealer; special fi nancing in lieu of factory rebates. *36 mo. lease inclu: 10K mi/yr.,20¢ mi thereafter. See dealer for details. Avail to qual Tier 1+, 1, 2 buyers with credit approval. **$0 down pricing based on 7.99% apr for 72 mos/6.99% apr for 
60 mos. Free Maint. for 1 yr. excludes TDIs and vehicles with 60K mi. or more. Maint. only incls 2 oil changes & 1 tire rotation, avail. on pre-owned VWs only. *Must bring AD to receive this promotion/Hand held system/Cannot be combined with any other offer/No cash value. 

Offer good while supplies last. Not valid on prior purchases.Offer is non-transferable. Must have job with steady income and perm residence. No other discounts or coupons may be used in conjunction with this offer. Not responsible for typo errors. All offers expire 2/1/10.

VW CERTIFIED PRE-LOVED VEHICLES. OVER 40 AVAILABLE!
2yr/24,000 mile limited warranty + balance of Factory Warranty• 112 pt inspection • Roadside Assistance

PRE
    ‘d

PRE
    ‘d

PRE
    ‘d

Exclusive Deals for Students & Faculty ONLY!
MUST PRESENT CURRENT COLLEGE ID TO QUALIFY FOR THESE SPECIAL OFFERS.

AUTOMATIC,MAT KIT. VIN #3VWJZ7AJ3AM028610. Stk#AM009582. MSRP: $19,620. 

$ 0 due at inception. $9540 total pymnts. $11,183.40 residual. miles allow: 10K mi/yr & 
20¢/mi thereafter. $0 due at signing includes zero security deposit (tax, registration, title extra).

NEW 2010 Volkswagen

JETTA S
Lease $265 x36 mos

AUTO, CC MAT KIT, IPOD. VIN #WVWML7AN3AE507877. Stk#AE507877. MSRP: $29,814. 

$ 0 due at inception. $12,564 total pymnts. $15,503.28 residual. miles allow: 10K mi/yr & 20¢/mi 
thereafter. $0 due at signing includes zero security deposit (tax, registration, title extra).

NEW 2010 Volkswagen

CC SPORT
Lease $349 x36 mos

PRE
    ‘d

PRE
    ‘d

Manual w/OD, HEATED SEATS/MIRRORS. VIN #WVWAB7AJ6AW101718. Stk#AW101718. MSRP: $18,415.  

$ 0 due at inception. $9324 total pymnts. $9944.10 residual. miles allow: 10K mi/yr & 20¢/mi 
thereafter. $0 due at signing includes zero security deposit (tax, registration, title extra).

NEW 2010 Volkswagen

GOLF
Lease $259 x36 mos

$0due at signing*
Excludes title, taxes, options,
& dealer fees.

$0down
payment*

$0fi rst month
payment*

2005 VW
PASSAT GLX

Stk #5E035723, 4 DR, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/winds/lks/htd 
lthr seats/sunrf, alloys, wood trim, silver, 63K mi.

   $12,995

2006 VW
JETTA VALUE ED.

Stk #6M759731, 4 DR, 5 cyl., 5 spd. manual, 
p/s/winds/lks/htd mirrs, cd plyr, silver, 27K mi.

   $13,495

2003 VW
GOLF GLS

Stk #34061294, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/winds/lks/
sunrf, alloys, htd mirrs, black, 82K mi.

   $9,995

2004 VW
JETTA GLS

Stk #4M049213, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/winds/lks/
sunrf, lthr, alloys, sec sys, black, 45K mi.

$10,995

2005 VW
PASSAT GLS 1.8T

Stk #5E010173, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/winds/lks/
sunrf, Monsoon sound, alloys, sec sys, gray, 39K mi.

   $13,995

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE BLOWOUT! **2.99% APR Available! Free Maintenance For 1 Year!
**$0 Down Available on our ENTIRE Pre-Owned Inventory!

*FREE NAV SYSTEM when you purchase any New or Certifi ed Pre-owned vehicle!

3 years / 36,000 miles
$0 scheduled maint. fees 
on 2010 models.

THESE DEALS AND SO MUCH MORE AT SHREWSBURYMOTORS.COM
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1/27  MLK, Jr. Tribute Celebration:  Anacon,  7:30 pm. 

2/1 Black History Month Flag Raising Ceremony: Great Lawn, 12 pm  
  -Featuring the MU Choir

2/3 Film: Blinged: Blood Diamonds & Hip Hop: Oakwood, 8:30 – 11 pm

2/9 Game Night, Anacon, 7:00 pm 

2/10 Training: Break the Cycle, Be the Change: Wilson Aud., 9-10:30 am *open to public
 Journey into Diversity: (requires online app.) The Club, 10:45 am – 4:00 pm

2/11 Film: CNN’s Black in America: Magill Club 108/109, 1-2:15pm

2/15  Key Note  Speaker: Sherrill Wilson, PhD, Urban Anthropologist
 Topic: The African Burial Ground and Slavery in Colonial New York
 Magill Club 107/108, 1-2:15 pm

2/18  Tribute to African American Culture: Wilson Auditorium,
  Featuring  a performance by the Trinity AME Church of Long Branch 
  Gospel Choir, 7:00 -7:45 pm
  Student Performances,7:45 to 8:45

2/22 Panel: Examining the Black Experience: Magill Club 108/109, 10-11:15am

2/25  Film & Discussion: Do the Right Thing- Examining the Historical and Cultural 
 Signifi cance on the 20th Anniversary of the Film: 4:30 -7pm, Pollak Theater

2/26 Black History Month Flag Lowering Ceremony: Great Lawn, 12 pm

Celebrating the Contemporary Black Experience
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Most effective and Pain Free Laser
available in New Jersey

The College of New Jersey

* Applications for Counselor Education 
must be submitted and fully complete 
by February 1. Applications completed 
after this date will be held for the 
Spring ’11 semester.

Summer/Fall ’10 Matriculation Deadlines:
February 1—Priority Consideration for most programs*
May 1 —Final Deadline

Fall ’10 Non-Matriculation Deadlines:
August 1—Priority Consideration
August 18—Final Deadline

Apply today at
www.tcnj.edu/graduateprograms
graduate@tcnj.edu 
609.771.2300

Applications will be reviewed until programs 
reach capacity or until final deadlines.

Chart a New Course...
Take One of Ours!

INCOME TAX RETURN PREPARATION 

STEPHEN A. SHEBELL, CPA, MBA 

 INDIVIDUALS, TRUSTS, ESTATES 
 BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL SERVICES 
 ELDERCARE SERVICES 
 REASONABLE RATES 
 MONMOUTH U. ALUMNI! 

122 W. SYLVANIA AVENUE 
NEPTUNE CITY, NJ  07753 

732.988.7919 or 732.915.0889 
 

sshebell@hotmail.com    www.shebellcpa.com 
 

 

 
 

                           
NEED EXTRA CASH? 

Earn it while having FUN! 
 

My Gym Shrewsbury is seeking athletic and energetic 
candidates who love working with children. 

 Applicants will lead and assist children’s 
classes and birthday parties 

 Competitive Wages 
 Flexible Hours 
 Weekend availability a must 
 Please contact Melissa (732) 389-9669 

 

 
Help Wanted 

A sales representatives  
is needed in our company  

for the open
position of book keeper 
and personal assistant.  

 
For more information

contact us at  
howard.appliances@gmail.

com

Advetrise in 
The Outlook!

Call :732-571-3481
outlookads@monmouth.

edu

at Monmouth University
Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday

- Transactions -       9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
- Appointments -     1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

See Bruno Mikol, CFP at 
Student Center, Lower Level
400 Cedar400 Cedar Avenue
West Long Branch, NJ 07764

We are always looking for qualified applicants to fill positions at all levels in all areas.  
With over 50 locations in the tri-state area, we always have a job for you.  

Please submit your resume to Monmouth@beachbumtanning.com.  
For you submitted resume, you will receive a free tan in any bed.  

Limit one coupon per customer.  
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Aries • (Mar. 21 - April 19) 
Home disputes and family discussions may this week require deli-

cate timing. Loved ones will now request public loyalty concerning 
group plans or social promises. Dramatic moments, although even-
tually helpful, will be unavoidable. Remain diplomatic. A previously 
distant friend will ask for greater involvement in your private life. In 
the coming weeks emotional demands will increase. Pace yourself.

Taurus • (April 20 - May 20)
A workplace battle of wills may be on the agenda this week. Egos 

are easily bruised over the next few days. Avoid acting as mediator 
and refuse to be drained by petty differences. Later this week a close 
friend may reveal an unexpected romantic attraction or social his-
tory. Listen objectively and offer encouragement. 

Gemini • (May 21 - June 21) 
In the coming weeks new love affairs will rapidly expand to in-

clude revised social celebrations or new home routines. Friends may 
probe for private details. Remain silent: this is not the right time to 
reveal personal hopes, dreams or desires. Friday through Sunday 
minor financial restrictions will be lifted.

 
Cancer • (June 22 - July 22) 

Be supportive of friends but stress underlying emotional conse-
quences of their actions. Reliable guidance may be needed. Many 
Cancerians will encounter a complex financial proposal from an 
older colleague or key official. All may not be as it seems: remain 
cautious and watch for unexpected facts.

Leo • (July 23- Aug. 22)
Group alliances may be disrupted this week by sudden disagree-

ments. Long-term friends may now openly question the romantic 
ethics or social sensitivities of others. Wait for clarity: this week 
disputes will be brief but extremely irrational. Friday through Sun-
day a family member may reveal a powerful need for privacy. Offer 
meaningful support.

Virgo • (Aug 23 - Sept. 22) 
Short-term finances will require creative planning over the next 

few days. Although resources may be limited, special purchases 
are now highly favorable. Propose new ideas to loved ones and ex-
pect concrete, timely answers. Many Virgos will be asked to take 
on added workplace responsibilities or assist new employees. Don’t 
hesitate to show enthusiasm: key officials may be quietly reviewing 
the skills and habits of others. Stay focused. 
        
          Libra • (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)

Business colleagues and officials may this week rely on your ex-
pertise. Past experience, public reputation and the ability to lead will 
now create new job openings. In the coming weeks co- workers may 
ask for guidance and new direction. Your efforts will be respected 
and acknowledged. Private family events or romantic promises may 
be a concern. Remain philosophic. 

Scorpio • (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 
Distant or forgotten friendships may reappear over the next six 

days. Scorpios will now return to old relationships in order to prop-
erly resolve outstanding emotions. Study complex memories for 
valuable clues. Workplace promises and minor financial agreements 
may quickly prove misleading. Take your time: private tensions may 
be high. 

Sagittarius • (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
Seniority and workplace respect may be a delicate issue this week. 

Expect reluctant or reserved colleagues to express strong opinions 
and ask for greater authority. Welcome all improvements and expect 
new roles to soon bring clarity to group relations. Late this week 
someone close may discuss a recent social disappointment or roman-
tic triangle. If so, remain silent..

Capricorn • (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
Authority figures will be easily dissuaded from new ideas. Com-

peting instructions from managers or unusual disagreements may be 
an ongoing problem. Although new business ventures are promis-
ing, expect long-term projects to be postponed. Through Saturday a 
trusted friend may act and react more emotionally than usual. Minor 
home disputes or private family needs may be at issue. Offer support 
and encouragement. All is well. 

 Aquarius • (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) - This week is a 9
Love relationships will now experience a wave of nostalgia. Expect 

loved ones to reflect on recent romantic or family breakthroughs. 
Honesty and acceptance are a continuing theme this week. Use this 
time to explore new levels of emotional intimacy and expect others 
to be genuinely supportive. 

Pisces • (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20) This week is a 10
This week is an excellent time to plan revised strategies and sub-

mit new applications. Stay alert to new ideas. Friday through Sunday 
romantic promises are meaningful and revealing. Key relationships 
will steadily expand over the next 18 days: make sure others under-
stand your needs, goals and expectation.

Horoscopes

Horoscopes are strictly 
for entertainment purposes.

lasHa seniuk
MCT CaMpus
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Basketball
Men Halve NEC Games, Sit in Fifth 

Place in Conference Standings at 5-3

Women Proving Critics Wrong with NEC Play

kevaney martin
AssistAnt sports editor

Charles kruzits
AssociAte sports editor

photo courtesy of Jim reme/Monmouth university

Will Campbell had 12 points on 5-of-7 shooting 
in the 29-point win over st. Francis.

The men’s basketball team was 
aware that they had to step it up in 
a big way this past week when they 
took on two NEC opponents at home 
as they were without their leading 

scorer, Travis Taylor. On Thursday, 
the Hawks rose to the challenge and 
registered an impressive 69-40 win 
over St Francis University, but fell 66-
53 to the defending NEC champions, 
Robert Morris, on Saturday.

“All of the guys stepped up in a 
big way. We knew it was going to 

be a tough pair 
of games with or 
without Travis. We 
came together and 
played hard,” said 
sophomore William 
Campbell, who fin-
ished the SFU game 
with 12 points off of 
5-of-7 shooting. 

Campbell helped 
Monmouth improve 
to 9-10 overall and 
5-2 in the NEC 
after their victory 
over the Red Flash.  
Eight of Campbell’s 
12 points were ac-
counted for in the 
opening six minutes 
of the contest which 
came as a result of a 
pair of treys which 
set the score at 10-
10. 

The Red Flash 
managed to claim 
a 15-12 lead after 
Cedric Latimer’s 
three-point play, 
but it didn’t stay 
that way for long 
as Justin Sofman 
answered with an 
even more impres-

sive four-point play 
that was followed by 

a Nick DelTufo dunk off of a SFU 
turnover with 8:28 remaining in the 
half to give the Blue and White a 18-
15 lead.

After Kurt Hoffman cut the lead 
back down to one on a put back the 
Hawks put together a 7-0 run over the 
next 2:53 to put the home squad up 
25-17 with 5:04 left in the half. The 
run was highlighted with another 
slam by DelTufo off of a dish from 
Mike Myers Keitt. 

SFU managed to cut the lead back 
down to five, but Freshman Ed Waite 
answered their rally by scoring the 
last five points of the first half, giving 
MU a 32-25 advantage at intermis-
sion.

The second half picked up right 
where the first ended with a 9-0 run 
by the Hawks which gave them a 
comfortable 16 point lead. The scor-
ing onslaught continued with R.J. 
Rutledge and Sofman hitting back-
to-back three-pointers to add to the 
Hawks point total.

The game was capped off with 
a slam by George Barbour to give 
Monmouth a 29 point victory, tying 
their largest victory margin of the 
season. 

The momentum, unfortunately, 
failed to carry over to their next out-
ing as the Hawks fell to 9-11 overall 
and 5-3 in conference with a loss to 
RMU. 

Despite maintaining a ten point 
lead early in the second half, the 
Colonials, who improved to 7-1 in 
the NEC, proved to be too much as 
they orchestrated a late comeback 
which stole the lead and ultimately 
the game.

Will Campbell had another solid 
performance with a team-high 15 

points while also 
contributing six 
rebounds. Both 
Campbell and R.J. 
Rutledge hit early 
three-pointers to 
put the Hawks on 
top 6-5, but the Co-
lonials answered 
scoring six straight 
points to claim an 
11-6 advantage with 
7:22 remaining be-
fore the break.

With 4:52 left on 
the clock Camp-
bell nailed another 
trifecta as well as 
a baseline jumper 
to pull the Hawks 
within one.  The vis-
itors responded and 
took a 15-12 lead, 
but at the 2:15 mark 
Whitney Coleman, 
who finished with 
11 points, drained 
a three-pointer that 
tied up the score. 

MU ended the 
first half on a 7-2 
run and continued 
it on through the 
second half  with the 
help of Coleman who drained his sec-
ond three of the game and Ed Waite 
who completed a four-point play to 
increase the spurt to 14-2. 

James Hett contributed to Mon-
mouth’s lead by adding a trifecta of 
his own to go along with a layup to 
give them a 29-19 advantage with 
16:19 left in regulation. RMU then 
went on a staggering 16-3 run over 
a span of 6:40 to take a 37-34 lead 

and Monmouth was never able to re-
cover.

“It was a disappointing loss. They 
came out in the second half and just 
out played us,” said junior James 
Hett.

Monmouth returns to action 
on Thursday at 7:30 pm when the 
Hawks travel to Central Connecticut 
State University to take on the Blue 
Devils. 

photo courtesy of Jim reme/Monmouth university

Whitney Coleman was second on the team with 
11 points in the 66-53 loss to robert Morris.

This year’s women’s basketball 
team has many new faces, to be 
exact there are 10 players who are 
new to the Monmouth program, 
while five are returning from last 
season’s team that lost in the confer-
ence championship. This year was 
expected to be a transition season 
for the Hawks while the newcomers 
get acclimated to playing Division I 
college basketball. 

The players weren’t listening to 
those “neighsayers” because as of 
late the Hawks have been competing 
and winning in conference games.

Since December 9th the women 
have played in 12 games and accu-
mulated a 6-6 record and a 4-4 re-
cord in conference play. The high-
light of the season for the women 
came when they traveled to Western 
Pa., to take on St. Francis and Rob-
ert Morris. The first game on the trip 
came against St. Francis and it was a 
stalemate up until the last minute. 

With strong guard play from 
sophomore Alexis Canady and ju-
nior Gabby Singer in the final min-
ute of play the Hawks went into Lo-
retto, Pa., and won 65-61. 

Canady and Singer amounted 
for eight points in the last minute 
of play including a terrific and-one 
jump shot from Canady. Singer led 
all scorers with 23 points while 
shooting 3-of-5 from the three-point 
range.

Facing off against RMU was 
going to be a true test for this MU 
squad.  However, the tough non-
conference opponents that head 

photo courtesy of Jim reme/Monmouth university

Alysha Womack led all scorers with 25 points in the 77-74 overtime 
victory against st. Francis in the MAc.

coach Stephanie Gaitley scheduled 
proved to pay huge dividends when 
facing a team like RMU. Through a 
half of play MU was down by three 
while Singer had five points and 
four rebounds and freshman Abby 
Martin had four points and five re-
bounds. 

The Hawks opened up the sec-
ond half a little passive and RMU 
exploited their play by going on a 
16-6 run and leading the Hawks by 
13. MU placed themselves in a bad 
spot while being on the road and 
they needed to answer back quickly 
to keep the game within grasp.

The Hawks went on a similar run 
by scoring 19 points while only al-
lowing six points from RMU to cut 
their deficit to two. With 27 seconds 
left to play the Hawks were down by 
five and in need of a big shot. Canady 
found an open Alysha Womack who 
knocked the shot down and cut the 
opponents lead to just two with 20 
seconds left. 

After a foul from the Hawks, 
RMU was to shoot a one-and-one. 
Angela Pace missed the first at-
tempt and Womack rebounded the 
ball and pushed it down court to 
find freshman Carly Thibault open 
for three, in which she swished and 
placed MU up one with 12 seconds 
left.

RMU inbounded the ball look-
ing to push it down the court when 
freshman guard Erin Rooney fouled 
Vega Gimeno-Martinez and Mar-
tinez made both free throws to lift 
RMU to a one point lead with eight 
seconds left. After dribbling the ball 
to half court MU called timeout to 
get the best lineup in and draw up 

a play. 
One of the players subbed in was 

junior transfer Chanel Gomez, and 
her entrance in the game proved 
to be a great decision by the MU 
coaching staff. Everyone expected 
a guard to get the shot but after get-
ting the ball in the corner Thibault 
realized she was double teamed.  
Gomez came wide open and Thi-
bault passed her the ball to score a 
layup and win the game by one. 

A week later the Hawks had the 
home court advantage and both St. 
Francis Pa. and RMU came to the 
MAC. On Thursday, the 21st, SFU 
and MU played such a tough 40 
minutes that they needed overtime 
to decide the victor. 

Led by Womack’s 25 points the 
Hawks proved to be too strong for 
SFU and escaped with a 77-74 vic-
tory. 

The second time around against 
RMU the Hawks couldn’t find 
an answer to stopping or scoring 
against their conference foes. From 
the tip-off to the ending buzzer the 
Hawks didn’t once have a lead over 
RMU during the 40 minutes. 

The Hawks ended the first half 
down 12 and their deficit would in-
crease as time passed. This game was 
one the Hawks will have to move on 
from and continue to compete for a 
full 40 minutes. The Hawks lost by 
a score of 62-45; Womack lead all 
scorers with 16 points and nine re-
bounds. 

The Hawks return to action this 
Thursday on the road against con-
ference foe Central Connecticut 
State followed by another NEC con-
test on Saturday against Bryant.
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The men’s and women’s track 
and field teams participated in 
two highly competitive meets this 
weekend when half of the squad 
traveled to Bronx, N.Y. on Friday 
while the other half visited Princ-
eton, N.J. 

The Hawks saw much success 
at the Great Dane Classic, hosted 
by Albany. Michelle Losey not 
only placed fourth in the 55 meter 
sprint and second in the 200 me-
ter dash, with times of 7.12 and 
24.63, respectively, but also broke 
school records in both events. 
These times also qualified her for 
the ECAC Championships.

Chris Rutherford posted two 
qualifying times for the IC4A 
Championships after coming in 
third for the 55 meter hurdles 
(7.71) and seventh for the 500 me-
ter run (1:04.96). Geoff Navarro 
qualified for the IC4A, as well, 
with a tenth place finish of 22.09 
in the 200 meter dash.

With a time of 3:52.09, the 
women’s 4x400 meter relay team 
of Rachel Watkins, Losey, Ajda 
Dotday, and Crystal Stein fin-
ished third and qualified for the 
ECAC Championships. Stein also 
qualified individually for the 500 
meter run, recording a time of 
1:15.86.

The record books would be 
rewritten once again after Chris 
Taiwo broke his own record in the 
indoor triple jump. Placing third, 

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field 
Teams Excel at Split Squad Events

A Word on Sports

charles kruzits
associate sports editor

rex ryan’s statements come Back to Beat Him, and History repeats itself 
for Favre in an NFc championship Game

eric Walsh
sports editor

stefanie Bucholski
coNtriButiNG writer

Taiwo qualified for the IC4A’s 
with a jump of 47’ 9.25”. In the 
women’s triple jump, Brittany 
Gibbs finished third with a mark 
of 38’ 7.5”, which was one of the 
top-five finishes in Monmouth 
history.

The second meet of the week-
end was the Princeton Relays. 
Vincent Elardo, Tom Ciccoli, 
and Shawn Sabo all placed in the 
top ten of both the shot put and 
weight throw. 

Elardo recorded the best re-
sults, finishing third in the shot 
put with a throw of 16.44 meters, 
and second in the weight throw, 
with a mark of 16.87 meters. 

In the women’s shot put, San-
dra Jean-Romain finished fourth, 
throwing 13.07 meters, and Sym-
mone Fisher placed eighth (12.37 
meters). Samantha Hegmann re-
corded a 14.79 meter mark in the 
weight throw, placing seventh.

Colleen Rutecki placed seventh 
in the women’s long jump. Her 
leap of 5.18 meters was a person-
al best. Not only did Mary Kate 
Walsh place ninth (5.13 meters) in 
the same event, but her jump of 
11.48 meters garnered her a first 
place finish in the triple jump. 
In the men’s long jump, Marcus 
Goode placed fifth with a mark of 
6.96 meters, while Kollan Reevey 
recorded a seventh place jump of 
6.69 meters.

Rich Bills cleared a height of 
1.91 meters, finishing in fifth 
place for the men’s high jump. In 
the women’s high jump, Alison 

Day placed second by clearing a 
mark of 1.60 meters. Jenn Tarsan 
and Kelly Dantley also cleared 
the 1.60 meter height, but finished 
fourth and fifth, respectively, due 

to more previous misses.
The Hawks will travel again 

this coming weekend when they 
compete on Friday in the Bison 
Open and Heptathlon/Pentathlon 

(4:00 pm start) and the 101st Mil-
rose Games (5:00 pm start), and 
on Saturday in the Thomson In-
vitational (9:30 am start) and Ter-
rier Classic (2:00 pm start).

photo courtesy of Jim reme/Monmouth university

Chris Taiwo (left) and Geoff Navarro compete at the Great Dane classic at the Armory in Nyc Friday.

Peyton Manning shined and 
Brett Favre threw his team out 
of the Super Bowl yet again. The 
conference championships lived 
up to the hype as each game gave 
fans what they wanted and that was 
120 plus minutes of action packed 
football. The first game kicked off 
between the Cinderella Jets and 
Manning’s Colts. 

After a loss to the Falcons in 
week 15 the head coach of the Jets, 
Rex Ryan, believed that his team 
was out of playoff contention.  Boy 
was he wrong. Two straight wins to 
end the season proved to be enough 
to get the Jets into the wildcard po-
sition at 9-7. There were question 
marks about this team and what 
they could do in the playoffs and 
they didn’t let their fans down. Af-
ter wins against the Bengals and 
the Super Bowl favorite Chargers, 
the Jets had their work cut out for 
them when they traveled to India-
napolis to face Manning and com-
pany.

The first quarter proved to be an 
offensive struggle as neither team 
could put points on the board, but 
the second half would be a differ-
ent story. Quickly into the second 
quarter the Colts capped off an 
eight play 82 yard drive with a 25-
yard field goal from Matt Stover to 
give the Colts a 3-0 lead. 

However, one pump fake later 
and Mark Sanchez and Braylon 
Edwards hooked up on an 80-
yard deep ball for the touchdown. 

The Colts answered back with what 
looked like would be a touchdown, 
but the defensive minded Jets held 
the high-scoring Colts to yet another 
field goal to keep their lead at 7-6.

Rookie quarterback Sanchez dis-
played signs of brilliance when he led 
the Jets on a seven play, 77-yard drive 
down the field which was capped off 
with a nine-yard touchdown pass to 
tight end Dustin Keller. 

The series after the touchdown, 
the Colts came out and running back 
Joseph Addai fumbled which was 

recovered by safety Jim Leonhard 
and returned five yards to the Colts 
29 yard line. The Colts flexed their 
muscles on defense and sent the Jets 
to three-and-out and only a field goal 
in which the Jets took a 17-6 lead. It 
didn’t take long for Manning to show 
why he was awarded the MVP for 

the fourth time as he led the Colts 
down the field on three plays before 
connecting with Austin Collie for a 
16-yard touchdown and minimize 
the Jets lead to four heading into 
halftime. 

The Jets were playing as if they 
were headed to Miami to play in the 
Superbowl but the Colts showed just 
why football is a 60-minute game. 
Manning and his prolific offense 
scored 24 unanswered points to end 
the game and the chance of the Jets to 
return to the Super Bowl for the first 

time in 41 years. Manning finished 
up the day 26-of-39 for 377 yards 
and three touchdowns, but knowing 
Manning he isn’t truly satisfied with 
his performance. The Colts were to 
await the winner of the Vikings and 
Saints game to see who their oppo-
nent would be in Super Bowl XLIV. 

To those who didn’t get to see the 
game between the Vikings and the 
Saints I have two words for you…
I’m Sorry!  When Brett Favre came 
out of retirement to sign with the 
Vikings this season he said the main 
reason he came back was because he 
had the best shot to go to the Super 
Bowl with this team. Well, he was 
one game away from proving his 
critics wrong. 

The last time Favre was in a con-
ference championship game was 
in 2008 with the Packers against 
the eventual Super Bowl champion 
New York Giants. In 2008, Favre’s 
gun slinging mentality got the best 
of him when he threw an intercep-
tion in overtime to give the Giants 
the field position to kick the winning 
field goal.  Well, “say it ain’t so” be-
cause he did it again. 

With the ball on the Saints 38-
yard line the Vikings had the ball in 
the closing seconds of regulation, a 
completed pass of 10 or so yards and 
Favre gives his kicker Ryan Lon-
gwell a chance to kick them into the 
Super Bowl. 

But, Favre didn’t play it smart; he 
again played reckless and threw an 
interception which ended his teams 
run to the Super Bowl and possibly 
the last pass he ever throws in the 
NFL.

What is baffling is that Favre had 
at least five or six yards in front of 
him to run and safely make it out-of-
bounds to stop the clock.  Instead, he 
chose to try to be the hero, costing 
his team, and himself, a shot at the 
Colts in the Super Bowl.  

Critics may argue this for weeks.  
Who chose to run that play?  Was it 
head coach Brad Childress, or the 
veteran Favre who called his own 

number?  You do have one of the 
best running backs in the league 
in Adrian Peterson to hand the ball 
off up the middle to gain a few ex-
tra safe yards to give the kicker a 
little breathing room and then call 
a timeout.  

But what may have been the big-
gest bone-head play of the NFL 
year was the fact that the Vikings 
had 12 players in the huddle, cost-
ing them five yards and maybe 
forcing them into trying to throw 
the football to make it an easier 
field goal attempt.  This mistake 
may have been the precursor to 
the turnover that could have been 
avoided had it not been for the 
penalty for too many men in the 
huddle.  

We will never know what would 
have happened had that penalty 
never been called, if the field goal 
would have been made.  So maybe 
it is silly to argue it anyway.  Nev-
ertheless the game went on, as the 
Saints took full advantage of their 
second life.       

The game was sent into over-
time with the Saints winning the 
coin toss and obviously electing 
to receive the ball “because we’re 
gonna score” as Matt Hasselback 
said some time ago. Ten plays and 
39 yards later the Saints called on 
their second year kicker Garrett 
Hartley, out of Oklahoma to win 
them the game.  The distance was 
of 40 yards and Hartley kicked it 
straight through the uprights to 
send the Saints to the Super Bowl. 

On February 7th the Saints and 
the Colts will go head to head in 
Miami to determine who will be 
the Super Bowl Champions of the 
2009-2010 season. 

photo courtesy of http://bleacherreport.com/

Brett Favre sits on the bench after experiencing deja vu in nightmarish 
fashion when his pass attempt was picked off late in the game against 
the saints in the NFc championship Game.
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