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Students Take 
the Runway

Fourth Annual Charity Fashion 
Show raises money for local 
organization, Alyssa’s Angels

Annual Fund Boasts 
Record Numbers

PHOTO COURTESY OF Jim Reme

The Employee Giving Campaign raised a record $210,010 
in 2007. 
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The Annual Fund’s Employee 
Giving Campaign featured record 
numbers for 2007 earning $201,010. 
The previous giving year raised 
$126,628.

Anthony DelFranco, director of 
the Annual Fund, said that this fund 
is the foundation of the university’s 
fund-raising. “Our job is to acquire 
new donors to come on board; those 
that have never made a gift,” he 
said. “Once they do come on board 
we want to have them continue to 
move up and renew their gift.”

The Annual Fund raises money 
through direct mail, face to face so-
licitation and the Phonathon. Direct 
mail, the cheapest yet least effec-
tive way, has raised approximately 
$60,000 to $70,000. Face to face so-
licitation is often aimed toward do-
nors of the President’s Society who 
make donations of $1000 or more. 
The Phonathon, the most effective 
way to raise money, allows the stu-
dents to reach out to the alumni as 
well as other donors.

“We have our own students do the 
Phonathon which is nice because it 
gives a job to students,” said Jeff 
Mills, Vice President of University 
Advancement. “We think it is more 
effective when you call and say you 
are a student from Monmouth.”

DelFranco said that, in regards 
to the Employee Giving Campaign, 
he has not seen success like they 
experienced recently. He believes 
one difference that contributed to 
this success is the switch from the 

giving year being a fiscal year to a 
calendar year. 

“Traditionally at the end of the 
calendar year is when most of the 
money comes in,” said Mills. “We 
got more and more people involved 
across campus in their areas.” 

He added that with the imple-
mentation of payroll deduction, em-
ployees were able to donate straight 
from their paychecks. In addition to 
that change, the naming category of 
giving was revised. 

Mills said that he was pleased 
with the amount of donors that par-
ticipated in the year’s Employee 
Giving Campaign. He said that 
55% of the full-time employees at 
the university gave gifts. “We have 
already seen people increase their 
gifts for this year,” said Mills. “We 
are trying to get across to people 
that fundraising isn’t just the devel-
opment advancement offices. It is 
everybody. Seeing the employees 
step up the way they have is a great 
sign of that.”

The average gift of full-time em-
ployees was more than $240 this 
past year.

DelFranco added that 29 depart-
ments had 100% participation, 
which is the most they have ever 
had. There has also been increasing 
numbers in the President’s Society 
boasting 53 members currently. 

“Another reason why this was 
important was because we are go-
ing to submit an application to the 
Kreski Foundation,” said DelFran-
co. “One of the things they look at 
is the employee giving.”

Employee participation has risen 

from 19% to 55% over the years.
Mills said this number shows 

great leadership on campus.
On Thursday, January 31 a lun-

cheon was held honoring the Annu-
al Fund’s record year in employee 
giving. Two hundred sixty people 
were in attendance including most 
of the university cabinet.

DelFranco believes one factor 
that sparked the increase from last 
year was the fact they had more 
captains to recruit more donors. 
“We had 30 captains,” said Del-
Franco. “Because of the success we 
had last year with payroll deduction 
we could concentrate more on new 
donors and that was reflected in 
the fact that we acquired 115 new 
donors.” He added that was a 22% 
increase from the previous year. 

DelFranco credits the Annual 
Fund staff consisting of Irene Wall, 
Associate Director; Jennifer Loy-
sen, Assistant Director; Delaine 
Sarraf, Administrative Assistant; 
and student worked Jennifer Pacetti 
for their efforts in contributing to 
making the campaign a success. 

The Annual Fund is currently 
working on their goal for the 2008 
giving year. “We are looking at 
people who made outright gifts,” 
said DelFranco. “We’re going to 
try to get them on payroll deduc-
tion.”

Mills added that he is, as well, 
hoping that more employees par-
take in payroll deduction.

Other goals for 2008 include an 
increase in participation. 

“With the overall annual fund, 
you always want to get more do-
nors and alumni particularly giv-
ing to the institution because again 
it shows the pride and that they are 
invested in the institution,” said 
Mills.

DelFranco added, “It all feeds off 
one another. It means our degree 
value will be as high as it has ever 
been.” He explains that the pride of 
one’s campus comes through when 
one gives and only improves the fu-
ture of the university.

Mills echoed similar sentiments. 
“One of the things that fundraising 
does if you do it well is that it helps 
get a better spirit up on the campus 
about pride and tradition,” he said. 
“I think there is a lot of that at the 
institution right now and I think it 
is symbolic of all the great things 
that are going on around the cam-
pus.”
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Monmouth students and lo-
cal designers showcased their 
“Creative Couture” at the fourth 
annual charity fashion show on 
Saturday, February 9 in Wilson 
Hall.

Proceeds went to Alyssa’s 
Angels, a charity in West Long 
Branch aiding children with dis-
abilities as well as their fami-
lies. The event was sponsored 
by Hawk TV, WMCX, Comm 
Works, PRSSA, Student Govern-
ment Association, and The Out-
look. 

According to senior Roberta 
Carlin, producer of the fashion 
show, $2752 was raised for the 
charity. 

Designers featured in the fash-
ion show included Killbrand, 
Prise, Pyknic Wear, Proven 
Clothing, Liar Liar Jeans, Andrea 
G, as well as others. “The design-
ers were selected on whether they 

created or made their own cloth-
ing,” said Carlin. “We preferred 
for them to be Monmouth stu-
dents or local designers.”

The plans for the fashion show 
began in November and took 
approximately four months to 
finalize. Carlin was assisted by 
co-producers Stephanie Fetchko 
and Nicole Reed. “Together we 
planned the whole show, from 
big details to little details,” she 
said.

Carlin believes that this show 
has been the best yet in the ener-
gy and drive put forth by those in-
volved this year. “It truly felt like 
a runway show,” she said. “The 
stage was decorated, there were 
awesome prizes to win from the 
Chinese Auction, and designers 
could sell their own clothing.”

“I enjoyed that everyone had 
a good time and that everything 
went so smoothly,” said Carlin. 
“I also loved that we could raise a 
lot of money for such an amazing 
organization.”

Since its inception this past fall, 
the Monmouth University chap-
ter of Students In Free Enterprise 
(SIFE) has worked diligently to 
create and implement projects 
that aim to create real economic 
opportunities for members of the 
local and global communities. 

These projects focus on one of 
the five criteria, set by the SIFE 
organization, which are: market 
economics, success skills, entre-
preneurship, financial literacy, 
and business ethics. 

Only four months after receiv-
ing official recognition by the 
University, SIFE has already 

MU SIFE Goes 
Global

Alison Waszmer
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completed one project, a Busi-
ness Ethics Program, and is cur-
rently working on seven others. 

In many places around the 
world, the significance and prin-
ciples of ethics have long been 
forgotten or devalued. SIFE has 
created a Business Ethics Pro-
gram with the hope of restoring 
an ethical view of the world in 
these areas. The program uses 
20 principles to create the foun-
dation for an ethical life, both 
personally and professionally. 
Through this program students 
will learn the importance of val-
ue driven management and social 
responsibility. 

SIFE continued on pg. 3
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Eight Students to Travel 
to Tanzania in May

Semester Fair Looks 
to Get Students 

Involved 

McCain Visits New 
Jersey, Takes Lead

Pundits had lined up to jab Ari-
zona Senator John McCain’s re-
cord until former Massachusetts 
Governor Mitt Romney dropped 
from the race on Thursday. Now 
it will be a test to conservatives if 
they can support the more moder-
ate McCain. McCain visited the 
Great Garden State last Monday, 
before the “Super Duper Tuesday” 
primaries and before Romney’s 
announcement.

The senator was joined by an 
all-star lineup: State Senator Bill 
Baroni, Florida Governor Charlie 
Crist, Former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani, Connecticut Inde-
pendent-Democratic Senator Joe 
Lieberman, and his 95 year old 
mother Roberta. Going forward, 
McCain will have to convince 
conservatives that he is their man, 
while at the same time appearing 
moderate enough to be viable in 
the general election.

McCain was shunned by conser-
vatives last summer after support-
ing a very moderate comprehen-
sive immigration reform bill. The 
bill included a path to citizenship 
for current illegal residents, often 
called amnesty, which is highly 
disliked by the conservative base. 
McCain-Kennedy took the steam 
out of the straight talk express and 
the Senator almost out of the race.

Many Republicans went to the 
camp of Mitt Romney, who po-
sitioned himself as the “true” 
conservative. But after Romney’s 
withdrawal announcement at the 
Conservative Political Action 
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Conference (CPAC) Thursday, 
conservative voters will have to 
reevaluate their options. With Mc-
Cain growing stronger every day, 
conservatives will be left choosing 
between McCain, a liberal demo-
cratic candidate, or an unforeseen 
third party candidate.

McCain’s return to being a front-
runner is due in part to his support 
for the troop surge in Iraq. The 
slight improvements in Iraq have 
made people think harder about 
the decision to leave, and have 
instilled a new trust in McCain. 
McCain’s persistent campaigning 
and record as a public servant, as 
well as the time elapsed since Mc-
Cain-Kennedy, also explains his 
return to the lead.

Senator John McCain has be-

come the Republicans’ presump-
tive nominee, far ahead of the 
remaining candidates, former 
Arkansas Governor Mike Huck-
abee and Texas Representative 
Ron Paul. Even if Huckabee, the 
second-place candidate, were to 
win every primary remaining, 
it is unlikely for him to come 
close to McCain. Many of the 
winner-take-all primary states 
have already voted, and McCain 
would still pick up noticeable 
delegates in the coming prima-
ries. Regardless, Huckabee is 
still running until a Republican 
candidate reaches “the magic 
number of 1,191” delegates. As 
of Friday, McCain has 714 del-
egates, Huckabee 181, and Ron 
Paul 16.

PHOTO COURTESY of Daniel J. Wisniewski

(left to center)Florida Governor Charlie Crist, NJ State 
Senator Bill Baroni, Connecticut Senator Joe Lieberman 
and Arizona Senator John McCain.

In May, eight students will em-
bark on a trip that will take them 
from much of what they are used 
to. These students will travel to 
Tanzania, Africa, with Cross Cul-
tural Solutions, a non-profi t orga-
nization that focuses on sending 
people around the world to help 
women and children.

These students will travel to 
Bagamoyo, which was founded at 

the end of the eighteenth century 
and was the original capital of Ger-
man East Africa as well as one of 
the most important trading posts 
on the East African coast.

“I can say that traveling to Africa 
has always been a life long dream 
of mine,” said Sarah Pfl eger, the 
head for the Monmouth University 
students’ involvement,  “I think it’s 
going to be an amazing place and 
can not wait to meet the people and 
see the country.”

Monmouth University graduate 
student, Shatiera Porte’e echoed 
Pfl eger’s sentiments, saying, “Once 
I heard that the school was plan-
ning a trip to go to Africa I was 
ecstatic.  Not only have I always 

KAITLYN KANZLER
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wanted to go to Africa, but to learn 
about another culture and get to 
meet people and share who we are 
with one another.  I feel that we are 
all blessed to get the opportunity to 
visit another country and embrace 
their culture, values, religious be-
liefs, and do whatever we can to 
help them.”

According to Pfl eger, the stu-
dents currently do not know where 
they are being placed but she does 
know that they will be working in 
schools, day cares, medical facili-

ties and anywhere else in the town 
where people need their help. They 
will also be working directly with 
some families because the area of 
Tanzania they are going to does not 
have orphanages.

Sam McCutchen, a senior and 
History major at Monmouth was 
inspired by high school classmate, 
James “Jimmy” Mazza, who died 
in 2007 because of what he had 
done in his short time on the earth. 

“It dawned on me that life is not 
promised to anyone. Even though 
I have achieved much in my own 
life, I still felt like something was 
missing. Where was my service 
to others? Where was my part in 
changing the world?” McCutchen 

said. “I realized that my benevo-
lence was mediocre. I wanted to 
be involved in something that did 
not just leave an imprint on me, 
but on the lives and the areas of the 
locations I would come in contact 
with. .  I recall Oprah saying once 
that when you teach and educate a 
girl, you will build and empower a 
nation. This is what I believe I am 
doing by participating in this once-
of-a-lifetime experience. I cannot 
wait!”

Despite the good deeds that 

these students hope to accomplish, 
everything comes at a cost. Every-
thing costs money and that is the 
biggest problem that the group is 
having.

“It is costing each of us $1,500.00 
for the fl ight and an additional 
$2,740.75 for the trip cost each!!  
We are looking for any help stu-
dents are willing to give,” said 
Pfl eger. “Every little bite helps and 
we would love it if people could do-
nate even $1.”

Visit www.my.crosscultu
ralsolutions.org and with the 
username spfl eger to make a dona-
tion. Each of the students has their 
names there where donations can 
be made.

“I feel that we are all blessed to get the opportunity 
to visit another country and embrace their culture, 

values, religious beliefs, and do whatever we can to 
help them.”

SHATIERA PORTE’E
Graduate Student

Thunderous chatter and the smell 
of popcorn fi lled Anacon Hall on 
Wednesday, February 6, as students 
gathered to learn about the many 
different clubs available to them at 
Monmouth University.

The Involvement Fair, which took 
place from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
gave the university’s clubs the op-
portunity to get their name out there 
and recruit new members.

Groups such as Hawk TV and 
PRSSA set up tables loaded with 
information for students who might 
be interested in joining, if they only 
knew they could.  

Along with more well-known 
clubs, the Involvement Fair was 
also host to a number of brand new 
groups. The Monmouth University 
Knitting and Crocheting Club is a 
fi rst year club that makes blankets 
and hats for Project Linus and Caps 
for Kids. Also a brand new club, the 
Women’s Political Caucus of New 
Jersey is on a mission to get stu-
dents involved in politics and vot-
ing.  For these groups, the fair was 
their chance to let students know 
they exist.  

“I’m hoping that people come 
and sign up.  People don’t know 
you’re out there if you don’t come 
to these things” Jessica Ball of the 
MU Knitting and Crocheting club 
said.   

The Student Activities Board 
(SAB) was responsible for success-
fully organizing the event.  SAB’s 
booth, located at the entrance of 
the fair, gave students the chance to 
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have fun by making bobble heads 
and snow globes with their pictures 
inside.

“The Involvement Fair will ben-
efi t students because they will get 
to see what clubs and organizations 
are on campus” SAB member Mon-
ica Beaumont said.  

Freshmen made up the majority 
of the Involvement Fair’s turnout.  
Monmouth freshmen Ashley Chee-
seman, Kristen Duff, and Jen Puck-
ett browsed the fair to fi nd activities 
that interested them.

“In high school I was always a 
part of a bunch of different activi-
ties, so I’m used to having things to 
do.  I thought I would continue that 
here” said Cheeseman.

Sororities and Fraternities made 
up a large part of the fair’s popula-
tion.  According to Duff, “It’s a real-
ly easy way to make a lot of friends 
all at once, and they (sororities) get 
involved in what they believe in.”

The Involvement Fair is held 
twice a year, once each semester.  
If you missed out on Wednesday’s 
event, or need more information 
on a club that peaked your interest, 
check out Monmouth University’s 
handbook, which can be found in 
the bookstore, downstairs at the 
Student Center.  Clubs are also list-
ed on the university’s website, with 
details about each as well as contact 
information.

If you have an idea for a club that 
does not currently exist, why not 
start it yourself?  For information 
on how to start a new club, contact 
Amy Bellina at the Student Activi-
ties Offi ce, on the second fl oor of 
the Student Center.

Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain 
valuable work experience valuable work experience valuable work experience valuable work experience 

before you graduate?  before you graduate?  before you graduate?  before you graduate?  

Growing Financial Services Firm is Seeking 
Candidates for  Part-Time Positions

Discovery - The Financial Information Group
Inc., makers of the Discovery suite of
databases of financial intermediaries, is
seeking ALL majors for a variety of part-time
positions.

PartPartPartPart----Time Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships Available

Computer Programmer

Lead Generation - Sales Intern

Data Acquisition Associate

Quality Assurance AssociateQuality Assurance Associate

Marketing Assistant

Client Relationship Assistant

Sales Administrator

Candidates must have strong interpersonal,
organizational and time management skills.
Each position will have certain qualification
requirements based upon the job
responsibilities.

Our company was founded by a Monmouth
University graduate and currently employs
many Monmouth graduates as well as current
students. These positions are based in
Shrewsbury, NJ. Flexible hours and hourly
wage plus bonus opportunity for exceptional
performance.

For immediate consideration, please submit your resume 
to jobs@discoverydatabase.com or fax to 732-530-6797.
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Campus Police Participate 
in Training Sessions

    Do you party often?  Or have 
you ever found yourself wishing 
that your after party plans were 
better prepared? Party Smart is 
a program that was developed by 
students to help other students 
party responsibly.  The program 
is aimed at bringing common 
sense habits to students who de-
cide to party and possibly have a 
few drinks.

   “The program is neat be-
cause students came up with it,” 
says Vaughn Clay, the Director 
of Off-Campus and Commuter 
Services here at Monmouth.  
Since the program was devel-
oped by students, their peers can 
be effectively educated on how 
to ‘Party Smart’ as well as even 
help to prevent any arrests or al-
cohol related problems.  

Party Smart gives out tips for 
planning a successful party, as 
well as tips for dealing with al-
cohol poisoning; mapping out 
the local noise, alcohol, and 
trash laws; and even a list of taxi 
numbers to call.  

Party Smart’s pamphlet high-
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lights more than just alcohol 
related solutions.  It offers tips 
on how to be good neighbors to 
those around you, as well as food 
ideas to help your guests to bet-
ter enjoy the party.  It even sup-
plies a list of ideas for activities 
that students can partake in when 
they are not in the mood to party, 
which range from camping to go-
ing to a movie to even taking a 
trip to NYC.  The pamphlet cov-
ers all of the bases in terms of 
keeping college students inter-
ested and having fun.

Nicole Stevens, SGA Senator 
and Chairperson on the Commit-
tee on Human and Community 
Relations talks of the program 
and says, “It’s a solution to im-
prove community relations re-
sponse at a party.” 

Since the project is aimed at 
keeping students safe, Party 
Smart kits were given out last 
Wednesday in the Student Cen-
ter with many different items to 
help students make their party 
successful.  Among these items 
were coupons for local food 
places, coupons for Watchung 
E-Z Delivery (to have food de-
livered directly to the students), 

and even a coupon for a free taxi 
ride from Paramount Cab Corp.

“It helps that the program was 
created by students who can re-
late to the party scene,” says 
Suanne Schaad, the Substance 
Awareness Coordinator in Health 
Services.  

Monmouth University Stu-
dents should take advantage of 
the ‘Party Smart’ program, be-
cause it can do nothing but help 
to make any party situation go 
smoothly.  All of the information 
is free to students who wish to 
take advantage of it, and geared 
toward helping students in a ma-
ture way. 

The Party Smart program is a 
collaborative effort of the offices 
of Off-Campus and Commuter 
Services, the Student Govern-
ment Association, and the Office 
of Substance Awareness.  

If any students are interested 
in this free kit, they can contact 
the Office of Off-Campus and 
Commuter Services, the Office 
of Substance Awareness, or the 
Student Government Associa-
tion.  You can also access any 
information online at www.mon-
mouth.edu/commuter.

SGA Begins ‘Party 
Smart’ Program

Marlboro, N.J.: Monday Feb-
ruary 4th, New Jersey Gover-
nor Jon Corzine held a town 
hall meeting in Marlboro High 
School to discuss his plan to 
restore fiscal responsibility in 
New Jersey. His plan included 
a toll raise on the turnpike and 
parkway, along with a freeze in 
state spending for the coming 
fiscal year. His plan has met 
strong opposition from both Re-
publicans and Democrats.

The Governor was intro-
duced by U.S. Congressman 
Rush Holt, hoping to galvanize 
support for the plan. Holt was 
summarily booed, a surprise to 
the congressman who is used 
to warm receptions. The audi-
ence seemed to be in no mood 
for politics, and called for the 
Governor.

Monmouth County residents 
erupted with jeers through-
out the Governor’s proposal. 
Some common interruptions 
were “oink oink oink,” and “cut 
spending!” – in reference to the 
Governor’s comment about f ly-
ing pigs over the statehouse be-
fore a spending cut in his State 
of the State address last month.

The Governors plan had been 
kept secret (the bill still is), un-

Corzine Holds 
Town Hall Meeting 

in Marlboro
DANIEL J. WISNIEWSKI
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til recently. New Jerseyans are 
upset about the toll hikes. Tolls 
are planned to increase 50% 
every four years, beginning in 
2010, and lasting until 2022, 
when the increase rate will be 
matched with inf lation. Over 
the next decade, the average 
Turnpike trip will go from $1.20 
to $5.85. Government waste and 
inefficiency is considered the 
main reason for budget deficits 
every year. Tax hikes are seen 
by many as another attempt by 
Trenton to take money from the 
pockets of normal Americans. 
Some are confident enough to 
call them a tax. 

Corzine pleaded with the au-
dience to understand that spend-
ing cuts could only come in edu-
cation and healthcare, and that 
toll hikes are the only solution. 
Over the past few months Cor-
zine has asked for alternative 
plans. Every alternative plan, 
usually including spending cuts 
by Republican opponents, has 
met disapproval from the Gov-
ernor.

New Jersey is in a bad situ-
ation, with more of the same 
from political leaders. New Jer-
sey residents are moving out 
of state in record numbers due 
to the high cost of living. New 
Jersey is the second most taxed 
state in the nation.

During winter break, the Mon-
mouth University Police Depart-
ment participated in training ses-
sions that occurred on campus. 
The purpose of each session was 
to practice measures in case of an 
emergency on campus.

Training began on January 
2 when the Monmouth County 
Emergency response team toured 
the university. “MOCERT is the 
county ‘SWAT’ type team that 
would respond to assist the MUPD 
in any emergency situation on 
campus,” said Chief McElrath.

On January 12, two sessions 
were conducted by the MUPD and 
the West Long Branch Fire De-
partment. The police department 
underwent active shooter training 
in Wilson Hall while offi cers were 
off duty. “Active shooter train-
ing was conducted in two three 
hour training sessions. Training 
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covered tactical formations, com-
mand and control, communica-
tions and entry into Wilson Hall,” 
said Chief McElrath. “The session 
ended with an after action review 
being conducted.”

The West Long Branch Fire De-
partment worked with Residential 
Life for fi re and rescue training. 
The session was three hours long. 
“One of the main purposes was 
to show fi refi ghters the types of 
building designs and layouts they 
would face in responding to a fi re 
emergency/ evacuation on cam-
pus,” said Chief McElrath.

In conjunction with the Center 
for Rapid Response, the MUPD 
completed a tabletop campus 
evacuation simulation on Janu-
ary 15 in the event of a Nor’easter. 
The purpose of the two hour ses-
sion according to Chief McElrath 
was “to test our emergency poli-
cies and procedures in handling 
an incident of this magnitude, and 
to have the various offi ces on cam-

pus interact with each other in an 
emergency type situation.”

Police supervisors and fi rearms 
instructors underwent “simuni-
tions training” in conjunction 
with the Long Branch Police De-
partment from January 17 to Janu-
ary 25. The simunition weapons, 
according to Chief McElrath, are 
similar to paintball guns. Dur-
ing this exercise participants re-
sponded to an active shooter situ-
ation in a local, unused school. 
“In this type of training, offi cers 
must decide whether to fi re upon 
“suspects” and to return fi re if 
fi red upon, all the whole trying to 
rescue hostages or civilians being 
harmed,” he said.

Chief McElrath said that the im-
portance of the training sessions is 
to ensure a safe campus. He added 
that by working closely with lo-
cal agencies that can be achieved. 
“The ultimate goal of all of us is 
to have as safe a campus as is pos-
sible.” 

With the help of Professor Buzza 
and Dr. Lombardi, both business 
professors here at Monmouth, 
SIFE will be taking this program 
abroad. The launch is set to take 
place at Fenyi College of Hungary 
in Miskolc, Hungary. The students 
range in age from 10-18 years old. 
In an effort to ensure maximum re-
sult, 4 students will be traveling to 
Hungary over spring break, at their 
own expense. 

Once in Hungary, they will pres-
ent the Business Ethics Program as 
a two day workshop. Hungary is 
only the fi rst stop for this program; 
SIFE is already working on bring-
ing this program to other parts of 
the globe.

One of the seven other projects 
SIFE has in the works is a system 
to empower the people of Nigeria. 
With the assistance of Father Iken-
na, the headmaster of Xavier Me-
morial College in Nigeria, SIFE has 

obtained land in Nigeria which will 
be used as to farm peanuts.  When 
mixed with certain other ingredi-
ents, peanuts create a product that 
is an excellent source of nutrition 
and inexpensive to produce. The 
peanuts grown in Nigeria will also 
be used in a commercial product, 
creating a source of income.  The 
nourishment provided by the pea-
nut butter mixture that will be pro-
duced will go toward feeding the 
poorer people of the area, while the 
income and the knowledge gained 
by creating a commercial product 
will act as the groundwork for fu-
ture economic successes. 

In addition to the success of 
the projects, SIFE has also gained 
valuable alliances with major 
corporations such as Best Buy, 
Wal-Greens, and Magis-Shu. By 
working with these corporate and 
non-profi t sponsors, SIFE has ac-
cess to resources which are integral 
to the success of many projects. In-
dividual members have also seen 

the benefi t of these relationships. 
Most recently Best Buy has 

invited any interested member 
of SIFE to come spend a day job 
shadowing, allowing students to 
get a more detailed look into po-
tential careers. 

Over the past four months SIFE 
has made tremendous strides. The 
impact of their efforts is seen as far 
away as Hungary and Nigeria, but 
this is only the tip of the iceberg. 
The potential for SIFE is limitless, 
and it is never too late to join. The 
beauty of SIFE is that it is open to 
all students of all major. In the eyes 
of SIFE, diversity is an asset. The 
networking possibilities are phe-
nomenal and “real world” experi-
ence is unmatched. 

Any interested student is wel-
come to attend weekly meetings, 
which are held on Wednesdays at 
3 pm in Bey Hall room 229 or if 
you are unable to attend SIFE can 
be reached at sife@monmouth.
edu. 

SIFE continued from pg. 1

SIFE Takes New Program Abroad

On Tuesday, February 5, at 7:30 
p.m., in the MU Catholic Center’s 
House, the center’s members host-
ed a “Mardi Gras,” “Fat Tuesday” 
dinner party for all of the Catholic 
Center’s members to and guests. 

The party celebrated the next 
day was Ash Wednesday, the be-
ginning of the 40 days of Lent, 
before Easter Sunday, the holi-
est day of the Catholic Faith. Ash 
Wednesday is a day of fasting, 
for the active Catholic followers, 
so “Fat Tuesday” is symbolic of a 
day for active Catholics to fi ll their 
tummies and be ready to fast the 
following day.

Several regular members and a 
few of their welcomed guests en-
joyed the “Fat Tuesday” breakfast 
dinner, which members prepared 
for all. The meal shared included 
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, 
pancakes with M&M’s, wings, 
cookies and more. The vast meal 
was prepared in large part by the 
Catholic center’s president, Ash-
ley Hoppe, a sophomore, History, 
Political Science and Secondary 
Education major, and with help 
from the center’s Vice President, 
Jennifer Mastrangel, a freshman, 
History and Political Science ma-
jor and from a very active member, 
Gabrielle Furmato, a sophomore, 
Mathematic and Secondary Edu-
cation major. 

“The food was delicious!” Mary 
Ballesteros, a sophomore, Anthro-
pology and Elementary Education 
major, stated, “Props to the chef and 
kitchen helpers for making such a 
yummy, ‘Fat Tuesday’ meal!”

Gabrielle’s guest to the Catholic 
center, Brian Brzozowski, a sopho-

more, Mathematics and Secondary 
Education major, explained how the 
meal really hit the spot! “It was per-
fect; it was just what I need after a 
long day at school.”

AnnMarie Bond, a freshman, ac-
counting major, stated, “The food 
here was awesome. I am so glad Jen 
invited the girls and me. The Catho-
lic Center is the coolest place on 
campus; I’m sure I will be coming 
back here.”

 “The chow at this party was in-
credible. This should seriously be 
the new Dining Hall! If I could, I 
would eat here everyday, for every 
meal.” Stephanie Dip, a freshman, 
Art and Elementary Education ma-
jor, declared.

Anna Clemency, a junior, head 
of Outreach, Music Industry major 
explained, “We here, at the Catholic 
center, are the voice of tomorrow! 
Everyone should join; we welcome 
all who come!”

“To start with, there were under 
ten students celebrating, but to fi n-
ish the night off, there were many 
more rejoicing together. What a 
successful night.” Ashley, President 
of the center, stated, at the end of the 
night.

“We are open to any new mem-
bers, here at the center. We are a 
family.” Jennifer stated excitedly. 

Most agreed that the night was an 
overall success and helped to pro-
mote the image and stature of the 
Catholic Center

Gabrielle happily explained, 
“Overall, everyone thought it was 
a great experience; great food and 
friendly faces at a very welcoming 
atmosphere. I feel so at home with 
members of the Catholic center; 
the center is my home away from 
home. Everyone should come and 
be a part of it!” 

Catholic Center 
Celebrates Mardi Gras
SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON

ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
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GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIIN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!VITIES!!
732-571-3586 • 2nd Floor, Rebecca Stafford Student Center • activities@monmouth.edu

Campus Events This WeekCampus Events This Week
WEDNEWEDNESSDAY, FEBRUARY 13DAY, FEBRUARY 13

Housing Deposits • 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM • Magill Dining Commons
Lenton Mass • 12:00 PM • Wilson Hall Chapel

Orientation Leader Information Session • 2:30 PM • Carol Affl itto Conf.
Artisan Workshop - Native Andean Craft • 2:30 - 6:20 PM • Art Building 601

Film Viewing - Danton • 6:00 PM • Wilson Auditorium
Exercise - Chest, Back and Arms • 7:00 PM • Fitness Center

THURSTHURSDAY, DAY, FEBRUARY 14FEBRUARY 14
Housing Deposits • 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM • Residential Life Offi ce

Artisan Workshop - Native Andean Craft • 2:30 - 6:20 PM • Art Building 601
Valentine’s Day Party • 7:30 PM • Catholic Centre

Battle of the Sexes • 8:30 - 11:30 PM • Magill Dining Commons
FRIDAY, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15FEBRUARY 15

Blood Drive • 10:30 AM - 3:30 PM • Student Center Parking Lot
Resident Assistant Applications Due • 5:00 PM
Film - Soy Andina • 7:00 PM • Pollak Theatre
Yoga Class • 7:00 PM • Oakwood Lounge

Movie - Bee Movie • 7:00 PM & 11:00 PM • The Underground
SATURSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16DAY, FEBRUARY 16

Camelback Ski Trip - SOLD OUT • Departs @ 2:00 PM • Student Center
Movie - Enchanted • 7:00 PM & 11:00 PM  • The Underground

SSUNUNDAY,DAY,  FEBRUARY 17FEBRUARY 17
NO EVENTS SCHEDULED
MONMONDAY,DAY,  FEBRUARY 18FEBRUARY 18

Exercise - Legs • 8:00 AM • Fitness Center
Film Screening - Dias de Santiago • 7:00 PM • Pollak Theatre

TUESTUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19DAY, FEBRUARY 19
Orientation Leader Information Session • 6:00 PM • The Underground

Jewish Culture Composer Mark Zuckerman • 7:30 PM • Wilson Auditorium
Comedian Lynne Koplitz • 9:00 PM • Anacon Hall

Date Auction • 10:00 PM • Pollak Theatre
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2020

Break the Cycle, Be the Change • 10:00 AM • Wilson Auditorium
Info on Becoming a First Year Peer Advisor • 2:30 PM • Carol Affl itto Conf.

Time Management • 2:30 PM • Bey Hall 223
SGA Auction • 2:30 PM • Anacon Hall

Film - Hands of God • 7:00 PM • Wilson Auditorium
Exercise - Legs • 7:00 PM • Fitness Center

To have your campus-wide events included, send an e-mail to activities@monmouth.edu.  We do not list 
club or program meeting times in this schedule. •

WEEKEND WEEKEND 
FILM SERIESFILM SERIES

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15
7:00 PM & 11:00 PM7:00 PM & 11:00 PM

BEE MOVIE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16
7:00 PM & 11:00 PM7:00 PM & 11:00 PM

ENCHANTED

THE UNDERGROUNDTHE UNDERGROUND
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F E B R U A R Y

7 p.m. FILM SCREENING

Soy Andina (Topic: Peru)

Q & A: Mitchell Teplitsky, Director
  Pollak Theatre

7 p.m. FILM SCREENING

Dias de Santiago (Lima) (Topic: Peru)

Q & A: Prof. Bill Mitchell
  Pollak Theatre

7 p.m. FILM SCREENING

Hands of God (Topic: Peru)

Q & A: Prof. Bill Mitchell
  Pollak Theatre

7 p.m. FILM SCREENING: Agouti’s Peanut 
(Tropical Forest People)

Q & A: Prof. Bill Mitchell
  Pollak Theatre

  6

11

  8

12
13
14

18

15

20

22 6 p.m. WELCOME: Dean Stan Green
ILLUSTRATED CLOSING LECTURE: Prof. Bill
 Mitchell: If the World is Flat, Why Are   
 There So Many Bumps?: The Economic   
 Crisis in Peru and Latin America
BOOK SIGNING: Prof. Bill Mitchell

Voices from the Global Margin
7 p.m. Prof. Rosemary Barbera and
 Prof. Ken Mitchell: Perspectives on
 Latin America from Chile and Argentina
7:30 p.m. FILM SCREENING

State of Fear (Topic: Peru)

Q & A: Prof. Rosemary Barbera,
 Prof. Ken Mitchell, Prof. Aaron Ansell,
 and Prof. Megwen Loveless
  Pollak Theatre

MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY
WEST LONG BRANCH, NEW JERSEY

Call 732-263-6889
or visit our website
www.monmouth.edu/arts

ALL EVENTS
ARE FREE TO
THE PUBLIC
(except Peruvian 
dinner and 
Peru Negro)

PERU NEGRO FREE
TO MU STUDENTS
WITH ID

C E N T E R P I E C E E V E N T S

5:30 p.m. FOODS OF PERU DINNER

  Tickets: $35. Dinner and Show packages available

    West Long Branch Community Center
8 p.m. PERFORMANCE: Peru Negro
   Tickets: $48 / $36 / $24 / Free to MU students with ID

    Pollak Theatre
2:30 - 6:20 p.m. PERU CERAMIC WORKSHOP

  Ceramics Studio 601

7 p.m. FILM SCREENING

Quilombo Country (Topic: Brazil)

Q & A: Prof. Sean Mitchell and
Prof. Hettie Williams

  Pollak Theatre

2 - 4 p.m. PERU CERAMIC WORKSHOP

  Ceramics Studio 601

2:30 - 6:20 p.m. PERU CERAMIC WORKSHOP

  Ceramics Studio 601

2:30 - 6:20 p.m. PERU CERAMIC WORKSHOP

  Ceramics Studio 601
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DISCLAIMER: All articles appearing in the Op/Ed section of The Outlook are solely the opin-
ions of the authors and do not refl ect the views of The Outlook’s editors (unless otherwise noted) or 
any and all advertisers. Opinion articles are run unedited and the content is the sole responsibility 
of their authors. All students and faculty are welcome to respond to any opinion piece that appears 
on these pages, and everyone is encouraged to submit an article for consideration. The Outlook 
reserves the right to withhold any articles deemed inappropriate or otherwise unfi t to print in the 
Op/Ed section.  Due to legalities, The Outlook will no longer print anonymous articles.

The Outlook

HOW TO SUBMIT ARTICLES OR LETTERS
The Outlook provides the Monmouth University community 

with information concerning issues in and around the University 
while serving as a forum for expression of the ideas of its 

readers.
Contributions must be submitted

(email outlook@monmouth.edu) by 12:00 p.m. Mondays to 
The Outlook offi ce,

2nd fl oor, room 260, Plangere Center.
All copy must include the author’s full name and contact 

information.
The Outlook accepts articles and graphic material from students, 

faculty and administrators,
and reserves the right to edit or reject
any material which they determine is

not suitable for publication or its readers. 
Copy and advertising appearing in The Outlook do not 

necessarily refl ect the views of
Monmouth University or The Outlook.

Monmouth University’s
Student-Run Newspaper
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Phone: (732) 571-3481    
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 Did you know... your cartoon or picture can be here next week! 
It can be about anything but should be related to the Monmouth community, 

student life, or something going on in the news that week. E-mail 
submissions to outlook@monmouth.edu and it will be printed here. 

How cool is that? Very.
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EDITOR IN CHIEF

Time is of the Essence

Interested in writing, editing, photography or layout 
& design? Join The Outlook! General meetings are 

Mondays at 8 p.m. in The Plangere Center Room 260.

As everyone will agree with 
me there are not enough hours 
in a day. If I could have a few 
extra hours here and there I 
would probably be a lot less 
stressed and frazzled than I am 
right at this very moment. Late-
ly, people’s phrase of choice to 
say to me is, “Calm down and 
take one thing at a time.” I laugh 
and say I wish I had time to do 
that. I’m sure everyone is in the 
same predicament as me which 
is why I made this the subject 
of my editorial this week. Time 
is a precious thing especially in 
college when you have so much 
on your plate. Not only do you 
have to worry about homework, 
projects, papers but also figur-
ing out what you want to do with 
your life.

I’m at that place in my col-

lege career right now as I know 
many of my fellow seniors are. 
May 20 will be here before we 
know it and the job hunt is on 
the brain of all seniors right 
now. I know I’m feeling that 
presently as I’m putting the fin-
ishing touches on my resume, 
getting my portfolio together, 
and at the same time trying to 
remain sane in the process as I 
begin interviewing for jobs. It 
is exciting yet scary at the same 
time thinking of the future and 
that in three short months my 
life is about to change in a big 
way. I will be out of the bubble 
that is college and into the real 
world. Going back to the subject 
of time, it goes by fast in college 
and real life is slowly creeping 
on all of us. It reminds me of 
one of my favorite quotes from 
the movie “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off”. The quote is, “Life goes 
by pretty fast. If you don’t stop 

and look around once in a while, 
you could miss it.”

As much as I want to begin the 
next phase of my life, it’s hard 
to believe that that time has al-
ready come. It seems as though 
it was just yesterday I was tour-
ing the Monmouth campus de-
ciding if I wanted to make a life 
for myself here the next four 
years. Now I’m about ready to 
graduate and I’m wondering 
where the last four years went. 
Probably a majority of them 
was spent in The Outlook of-
fice writing articles and laying 
out sections, but nonetheless I 
know it was time well spent. As 
I mentioned in the beginning of 
this editorial about having more 
time, I wish I had more time to 
spend here. As the saying goes, 
time is of the essence. With that 
said, I have to make the most of 
the time I have as does everyone 
else.

The Outlook is currently looking to fi ll associate 
and assistant editorial positions. If you are 
interested, please attend Monday general 

meetings at 8 p.m. for additional information.
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In last week’s Article of Interest 
“Comics: A Shared Language,” a 
few typographical errors mate-
rialized concerning some of the 
French words used within. Where 
mistakes originate (whether in 
this or any work) is beyond my 
knowledge, and I can only at-
tribute them to the same unique 
forces which Marcel Duchamp 
and his fellow Dadaists would 
credit with further shaping their 
works.  While the forces work-
ing upon the art of Duchamp in-
cluded the accidental dropping of 
his artistic vision and its subse-
quent dust collection (as was the 
case with his 1915-23 The Bride 

Pardon my Mistake, 
I’m Only Human

BRIAN BLACKMON
STAFF WRITER When the topic of dog breeds 

inevitably comes up in casual con-
versation, many automatically feel 
that pit bulls are mean, untamable 
and ferocious.  This, however, is 
simply not so.  

Any animal can be bred to be 
nasty.  Any animal can also be 
bred to be lovable.  It all depends 
on how it is brought up.

Why do pit bulls have a bad 
reputation?  Many ruthless owners 
breed their pit bulls to fi ght because 
they have very muscular bod-
ies and extremely powerful jaws.  
Their bodies are often compared to 
a weightlifter’s.  Even if one has a 
very muscular body, that does not 
mean that he or she is always ready 
to hurt another person.   

Many pit bulls are bred to fi ght.  
At a very young age they are en-
couraged to fi ght each other and 
are brought up knowing no other 
lifestyle.  The trainers of these dogs 
often abuse, malnourish and pester 
the pit bulls incessantly.  They are 
taught to attack indiscriminately 
and often.  One recent example in 
the news is the former NFL player, 
Michael Vick, who raised pit bulls 
solely to fi ght

If any animal is raised to fi ght, 
then naturally, it will be an aggres-

CATHARINE CODY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Pit bull: Friend, Not Foe
sive animal.

Pit bulls are not inheritably 
mean.  They actually have a very 
sweet demeanor and respond well 
to commands.  This is why they are 
easily led astray by their masters to 
become guard dogs and fi ghters.

In the nineteenth century, pit 
bulls were actually used as nannies 
for young children.  If brought up 
correctly and treated well, pit bulls 
will guard their masters and protect 
them.

On a personal note, my family 
owns a pit bull.  He is the sweet-
est and smartest dog I have ever 
known.  Not only is he unfailingly 
loyal, but he is also extremely smart 
and very lovable.

He can often be found snuggling 
with one of my family members.  
He is the biggest cuddler and al-
ways wants to be the center of at-
tention.  In the middle of the night, 
he’ll actually go under the covers 
of my parent’s bed and sleep in be-
tween them.

He knows when he is being talk-
ed about and in what context.  If 
someone is crying or upset, he in-
stantly comes to that person’s side 
and shows his support. 

 He not only knows if someone is 
approaching the house, he’ll sense 
immediately if they are friend or 
foe.  If someone is delivering food 
to the front door, for example, he 

merely pokes his head out of the 
door and wags his tail. Thankfully, 
our house has never been robbed, 
but it is safe to say that our dog 
would scare off any person intend-
ing to do us harm.

Whenever we mention the word, 
“walk,’ he immediately gets excit-
ed and knows that in a few minutes 
he will be put on his leash and tak-
en outside for a nice, leisurely stroll 
around the neighborhood.

It is always hard to hear people 
say bad things about pit bulls.  Yes, 
some are mean.  But that is only be-
cause of the environment they have 
been raised in.  I feel really sorry 
for those dogs that are abused and 
made to fi ght.

My family rescued our dog 
from an abusive home.  At fi rst he 
cowered in the corners whenever 
someone went to pet him.  After a 
few days he realized that our fam-
ily truly loved him and wanted to 
see him happy.  Now he is the best 
dog ever.

Yes, sometimes he does chase 
our cat.  But it is only in jest.  He 
would never actually harm another 
living thing.

It is important for people to open 
their eyes and realize that it is not 
a dog’s fault if it is aggressive or 
mean.  It is usually due to the fact 
that the owner has mistreated it or 
bred it to be vicious.  

Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors), 
in the technologic present, it is 
now the infi nite fallibility and 
limited vocabulary of spell-check. 
Other mistakes are of the human 
variety of course, with those 
sneaky typos that pop up like so 
many Gremlins to blemish even 
the best work of journalism or lit-
erature (everyone from Heming-
way to Capote has experienced 
them). Mistakes are part of being 
human, and the next time—faith-
ful Outlook readers—that you 
come across mistakes in this or 
any other literature, remember 
that it is the beautiful mark of the 
human mind, the same source as 
the poetry of Shakespeare and 
the prose of Washington Irving.  
Even mistakes have beauty.

*Valid only at locations listed. Student must present valid 2007-2008 college ID. Offer expires 4/15/08 and may not be combined with any 
other offer or discount. ©2007 H&R Block Services, Inc.

Students, avoid the hassle of doing your taxes.

Bring them in and get 50%
off tax preparation.*

50% off taxes. 
100% off hassle.

Offer valid 1/1/08 – 04/15/08 at this location only:
Location Name, Street Address
City, State Zip
Phone Number

ATTENTION SENIORS and GRADUATE 
STUDENTS - If you think you will finish in May, apply NOW for 
graduation! 

March 7, 2008: LAST day to submit an e-FORM 'Application for 
Graduation' and graduate in May.

April 4, 2008: LAST day to submit e-FORMs for "Substitution' or 
'Waiver' and graduate in May.

APPLICATIONS, SUBSTITUTIONS or WAIVERS 
RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATES WILL 
NOT BE PROCESSED, THEY WILL BE HELD UNTIL 
JUNE 2008.

Sincerely,
The Office of Registration and Records
1 February 2008

WANT TO WRITE FOR 
THE OUTLOOK ?

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR SPORTS, 
NEWS, OPINION, AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITERS

open meetings are mondays at 8 p.m. in JP260
(Located on the second floor of the Plangere Center)
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Political Debate: Should English be the National Language? (Week 2)
Here students debate political issues of the day. Week 1 students make their initial argument followed by Week 2 in which they respond to 

their opponent.

Hello everyone! For those interested in writing for the Political 
News page of The Outlook, please contact Daniel Wisniewski, 
President of The Political Science Club to get started! You can 
contact him at daniel.j.wisniewski@monmouth.edu. All topics 

and viewpoints are welcome! Thank you!

Side 1: Making English Offi cial. No Esta Bien
MARGARET DEVICO

VICE PRESIDENT, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB
   Last week, my opponent and 

I made our cases for whether or 
not English should be made the 
offi cial national language of the 
United States. I made the case 
that implementing such a measure 
would be unnecessary, while my 
opponent argued that not doing 
so could prove disastrous for the 
country.

   Making English the offi cial 
language of the United States 
would not mean that everybody 
would be forced by statute or Con-
stitutional Amendment to learn 
English, it simply means that the 
federal government and its bu-
reaucracies would conduct busi-
ness only in English. Therefore, 
the only unifi cation that would 
occur would be in the realm of 
the conduction of governmental 
affairs. The by-product of this bu-
reaucratic unity would be a rift be-
tween the citizens of the country; 
a rift that could easily be avoided.

   My opponent asserts that it 
was a series of language barriers 
between the citizens of the ancient 
Roman Empire that led to the 
empire’s downfall. This may very 
well be true, and if we decided to 
conquer Mexico, it might make 
sense to try and get them to start 
conducting government affairs 
in English. Machiavelli would 
certainly agree. However, since 

America is like Rome only in its 
power and not in dominion, this 
argument makes no sense. Even if 
America were to absorb Cuba and/
or Puerto Rico as additional states 
in the Union, It would be more 
reasonable and far less incendiary 
for them to adopt statewide legis-
lation regarding language than to 
leave it up to the federal govern-
ment.

   However, America is not at-
tempting to conquer half the globe, 
and is not even likely to be absorb-
ing any new states any time soon. 
So once again, why pick this time 
in our history to adopt an offi cial 
national language? As I stated last 
week, the number of non-English 
speakers is almost 5 times less 
than it was a hundred years ago, 
so the novelty of the issue is not 
a viable reason. The number of 
bilingual Americans is increas-
ing faster than the non-English-
speaking immigrant population, 
so growing numbers can’t be the 
issue either. Making English the 
offi cial language of the United 
States is largely counterintuitive 
to the argument that a single na-
tional language would bring unity 
to the country, since it would do 
nothing more than accentuate a 
problem that is, once again, fi xing 
itself.

   For argument’s sake, let’s say 
that things were not improving as 
they are. The number of non-Eng-

lish-speaking Americans was on 
the rise and citizens were crying 
out for a solution. Even in this sce-
nario, 27 of the 50 states have al-
ready implemented English-only 
legislation of state Constitutional 
Amendments (one of which nam-
ing the state’s language as “Amer-
ican” as a snub to the British). If 
there was ever a perfect example 
for the reason we have a federal-
ist system, this is it. Allowing the 
individual states to conduct their 
own business is one of the larg-
est responsibilities of the federal 
government, and at least in this 
case, the states have been address-
ing the issue as they have seen fi t. 
Whether or not the steady decline 
in non-English-speakers is a result 
of the states’ laws is debatable, but 
the fact that both the state govern-
ment and citizens are taking steps 
to solve the problem is indisput-
able.

   This side of the argument has 
not been “why we should not make 
English the offi cial language” but 
rather “why should we?” A sim-
ple examination of the available 
data proves that this is not a new 
problem, a growing problem, nor 
a divisive problem. The only way 
to make it into a new, larger, or 
divisive problem, in fact, would 
probably be to make English the 
national language, so why not just 
let the problem continue to solve 
itself?

While much has been writ-
ten on gender and racial voting 
trends in 2008, the most impor-
tant and underreported story 
is that college age students are 
now voting in record numbers. 
The youth vote in New Hamp-
shire was twice as large as in 
2004, and the youth vote in 
Iowa tripled.  Election results 
from Super Tuesday reveal that 
this trend is now sweeping the 
nation. The youth voter turn-out 
rate doubled in Massachusetts, 
and tripled in Georgia and Mis-
souri from just four years ago.  
The youth vote is also playing 
a decisive role in the electoral 
outcome of several key states.

The Super Tuesday primary 
established a clear front-run-
ner in the Republican Party and 
delivered a split decision in the 
Democratic Party.  Republican 
Senator John McCain won nine 
primary states on Tuesday, in-
cluding the delegate rich states 
of California, New York, New 
Jersey, Illinois, and Missouri, 
making him the overwhelming 

DR. JOSEPH N. PATTEN
ADVISOR, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB

The 2008 Election: The Young and the Restless
favorite to capture the Repub-
lican nomination. Democratic 
presidential candidates Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton 
can each declare victory after 
processing Tuesday’s results.  
Obama won 13 of the 22 prima-
ries and caucuses, but Clinton 
won California, New Jersey, 
and her home state of New 
York, three of the most popu-
lated states voting on Tuesday.

The unfolding historic battle 
between Obama and Clinton 
mirrors the 1968 Democratic 
race between Robert F. Kenne-
dy, Eugene McCarthy, and Hu-
bert Humphrey in two impor-
tant respects.   Barack Obama, 
akin to Robert Kennedy, is run-
ning as the insurgency candi-
date, challenging Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton’s nearly two decade 
old predominance over the 
Democratic Party.  Obama em-
phasizes the need for “change” 
and a renewed sense of “hope”, 
while Clinton contrasts by ac-
centuating her experience and 
reminding voters that she will 
be “ready on day one”.   Anoth-
er important similarity to the 
1968 campaign is the extent to 

which this campaign is enlist-
ing college age students to the 
cause. 

 Barack Obama has been ei-
ther the largest benefactor or 
cause of this youthful political 
resurgence. Early exit polls re-
veal that Obama won by large 
margins in the youth demo-
graphic, even in states won by 
Clinton.  Obama won the youth 
vote 59 percent to 39 percent 
in New Jersey, while losing the 
state by 10 percentage points.  
Young voters, however, put 
Obama over the top in several 
key states, including Missouri, 
where Obama won by a razor 
thin margin after winning the 
youth vote 59 percent to 33 per-
cent.  Political focus groups re-
veal that young voters are mak-
ing an emotional connection to 
Obama’s personal narrative and 
his campaign’s call for a new 
purpose driven politics that 
hopes to unify the nation from 
partisan gridlock.       

Young people have largely 
disconnected from our politi-
cal process since the 1968 elec-
tion.  A vicious cycle developed 
where presidential candidates 

stopped targeting young vot-
ers in serious ways because the 
young stopped voting, prompt-
ing the young to claim that they 
were not voting because cam-
paigns were not speaking to 
them.  While political participa-
tion takes shape in many forms 
and can be expressed through 
many channels, the primary 
variable for measuring political 
participation has always been 
voter turn-out.  The voter turn-
out rate among 18-29 year olds 
since 1968 has been faint, slip-
ping to an all time presidential 
election low of 43 percent in 
the 2000 presidential race.  

Explanations for these disap-
pointing voting trends largely 
focus on structural and societal 
factors.  The structural expla-
nation posits the young vote in 
lower percentages because of 
voter registration guidelines 
and rules governing voter ac-
cess across states.  Nearly one-
third of the nation relocates ev-
ery two years, mostly from the 
youth demographic. New Jer-
sey’s rigid registration laws re-
quiring voters to register weeks 
in advance of an election dis-

proportionately disenfranchises 
college-age voters because of 
their transient lifestyle.  States 
allowing same day registration, 
such as Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and Maine, can rightfully brag 
of signif icantly higher voter 
turn-out rates.  Others argue 
that societal factors explain low 
voter turn-out rates.   Research 
found that low voter turn-out in 
college-age students represents 
a lifestyle choice that rises in 
time with the strengthening of 
community ties, suggesting the 
young are simply preoccupied 
with more immediate concerns 
than voting, such as f inding a 
suitable mate and/or career.

Efforts to reverse college-age 
voting trends are working.  We 
caught a glimpse of this in the 
2004 election.  Over 20 mil-
lion 18-29 year olds voted in 
the 2004 presidential election, 
up from 16.2 million in 2000.  
Young voters are now turn-
ing out in record numbers in 
almost every state across the 
nation.  The young are turning 
their restlessness into political 
action, and that is a very good 
thing for American democracy.

Side 2: English Should be the 
National Language

ASHLEY HOPPE
SOPHOMORE, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB

Setting a national language 
would be one of the most eco-
nomical things we could do at 
this moment. Yes, as it has been 
pointed out twenty-five states 
have English Only legislation 
on the books, another four 
states have English-Plus Reso-
lutions and the state of Hawai’i 
has a constitutional amendment 
declaring the state bilingual. 
Yet, with all of these states 
passing legislation in support 
of English as the official lan-
guage, the government is still 
paying for translators at meet-
ings, printing documents in 
multiple languages, and other 
such things. If we as a nation 
already have resolutions in 30 
states regarding the language, 
then why should the federal 
government not take the next 
step and declare English as the 
national language? At least re-
quire English in the printing of 
federal documents and legisla-
tion. Think of the money that 
the government would save in 
printing everything in multiple 
languages, think of the trees 
and paper that would be saved 
(for all of those ‘Lets Go Green’ 
advocates). This is a viable way 
for the federal government to 
save some money and to unify 
the nation.

This argument is not to say 
that we should exclude peo-
ple’s native cultures, or let bi-

lingual people lose their other 
language. Declaring English as 
the national language would be 
more of a unifying source for 
the government and schools. 
The school system would be 
expected to help students learn 
English at a rapid, eff icient rate; 
this initiative would also allow 
for ESL (English as a Second 
Language) programs to be bet-
ter funded, which would help 
train the teachers in the most 
eff icient means. As for the gov-
ernment, declaring English as a 
national language would allow 
for new legislation to be pub-
lished only in English, which 
would save money on transla-
tors and printing costs.

In short, English needs to be 
declared as the national lan-
guage because it would be an 
eff icient means of uniting the 
nation. We need to allow for 
people to retain their own cul-
ture and combine them with the 
traditional American culture to 
create American English.  Eng-
lish is a multicultural language, 
and we live in the United States 
where English is already the 
language by de facto.  It is time 
for the English language to re-
ceive its rightful place in the 
United States as our national 
language. We are a melting pot 
nation, but it is important for 
us to maintain the American 
identity as part of that melting 
pot, which is why we need to 
declare English as our national 
language.
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ATTENTION SENIORS and GRADUATE 
STUDENTS - If you think you will finish in May, apply NOW for 
graduation! 

March 7, 2008: LAST day to submit an e-FORM 'Application for 
Graduation' and graduate in May.

April 4, 2008: LAST day to submit e-FORMs for "Substitution' or 
'Waiver' and graduate in May.

APPLICATIONS, SUBSTITUTIONS or WAIVERS 
RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATES WILL 
NOT BE PROCESSED, THEY WILL BE HELD UNTIL 
JUNE 2008.

Sincerely,
The Office of Registration and Records
1 February 2008

PAIGE SODANO
NEWS EDITOR AND OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENT

Hey guys!  So I’m writing this 
outside at the moment, because it’s 
such a nice day and I’m looking 
out at the beautiful Regent’s Park, 
which as I mentioned last week, 
surrounds Regent’s College. 

It’s one of the Royal Parks of 

London and I didn’t realize how big 
it was until a bunch of us walked 
around it the other day. The park in-
cludes the home of the London Zoo, 
boating areas, 
and many open 
fi elds for play-
ing sports. 

We stopped 
to watch all the 
people playing 
soccer, or foot-
ball as they call 
it here, which 
was fun to see 
how intense 
they get. The 
weather has 
been awesome 
here - you know 
it’s nice out 
when you see 
people eating 
lunch outside in 
the beginning 
of February.

Regent’s broadcasted the primary 
for us to watch on a big screen, so 
it was cool seeing live footage from 
Boston, New York, and a few other 
cities around the U.S., and getting 
fi lled in on what’s going on with 
our politics back at home.

It’s really surprising to me how 
so many people over here are inter-
ested in our politics.

Last week I had mentioned that I 
went to Camden Markets, the huge 
open-air market, but unfortunately 
it caught fi re on Saturday, so that 
has been big news here.

Starting off the weekend, my 
friends and I decided to do some-
thing different, so we went salsa 
dancing! Even though we weren’t 
near experienced as the majority of 
people there, we still had a really 
good time.

Just walking through London 
with no destination can be so much 
fun, because you always end up 
fi nding so many things to see and 
do.

On Saturday, we attempted to 
visit the London Aquarium, but 
the line was ridiculously long, so 
we decided to just do it another day 
when it won’t be as crowded. An-
other thing that I want to try and do 
again is the Changing of the Guards 
ceremony at Buckingham Palace. 

After standing outside the 
Queen’s residence for about an 
hour, we were fi nally told that the 

ceremony wouldn’t take place un-
til the next day – oh well, I still got 
some great pictures. 

After walking around some more, 
we ended up fi nding guards stand-
ing on horses, which are called no 
other than Horse Guards.  They 
remain as the offi cial entrance to 
Buckingham Palace and St. James’s 
Palace. This entrance then contin-
ues to lead into Green Park, another 
one of the Royal Parks of London. 

Later on, we ended up at the 
Churchill Museum and Cabinet 

War Rooms. The museum part of 
it is dedicated to the life and work 
of Sir Winston Churchill, the for-
mer British politician who served 
as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. 

This museum included every-
thing from documents he had 
signed, to clothes he had worn at 
important events. Also included in 
the exhibit is an electronic, comput-
erized timeline of Churchill’s life, 
divided into certain time periods, 
which can be moved with just a 

touch of a fi nger. 
The War Rooms portions of the 

exhibits are the actual rooms in 
which the prime minister, his sec-
retaries, and everyone else working 
for him, would stay in as shelter 
from possible bombs. It was really 
neat seeing the actual things that 
came straight out of the World War 
II era. 

I’m off to Dublin, Ireland on 
Thursday, so I’ll be writing as soon 
as I can back from there!

Cheers.

PHOTO COURTESY of Paige Sodano

The beautiful statue of the 
Queen Victoria Memorial 
stands outside of Bucking-
ham Palace.

PHOTO COURTESY of Paige Sodano

Sir Winston Churchill’s kitchen is part of the 
underground War Room exhibits found in the 
Museum.
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For those of you who can-
not wait for the Sex and the 
City Movie this spring, there 
may be relief for you, in Lip-
stick Jungle. 

Based on the book written 
by Sex and the City writer, 
Kristen Bushnell, Lipstick 
Jungle is NBC’s newest 
guilty pleasure. The hour 
long drama follows three 
successful women working 
in New York City, who just 
so happen to be best friends. 

Wendy Healy, played by 
Brooke Shields, is a movie 
executive at Parador Pic-
tures, who leads a high pro-
file life full of celebrities and 
premieres. Wendy is also a wife 
and mother of two, trying her best 
to balance her home life with her 
demanding career. 

Nico Reilly, played by Kim 
Raver, is the editor-in-chief of a 
trendy fashion magazine called 
Bonfire, where she is aggressively 
working her way up the corporate 
ladder. Although Nico is married, 
she has chosen to put a family on 
hold and hopes her business savvy 
skills take her straight to CEO.  

Lastly there is Victory Ford, 
played by Lindsay Price. Victory 
is a flashy young fashion designer 
who is still looking for her knight 
in shining armor. 

All three women were named 
among “New York’s 50 Most Pow-

erful Women,” according to the 
New York Post, clearly outshin-
ing their male competitors. These 

women send a noble message to 
young girls today, that hard work 
earns respect. Wendy, Nico, and 
Victory are always a step ahead 
of their competitors and are not 
scared to take risks. They are con-
fident in what they do and it shows 
in their work.   

This show, although not very 
original in its storyline, appeals to 
the masses. As more women attain 
executive positions in the dog-eat-
dog world of corporate America, 
many will relate to the successful 
women featured on the show each 
week. 

Nico, like so many women to-
day, struggles with the demands 
of a high profile career coupled 
with the pressure of making the 

decision of when to have children. 
For now she remains focused on 
her career but as a result, is often 

scrutinized and at times 
judged by colleagues, 
family and friends. 

Wendy is determined 
to balance her career 
and family life, how-
ever, quickly realizes it 
is much harder than she 
thought.  Her husband 
takes charge when it 
comes to caring for their 
children after school 
and must reconcile the 
fact that he often lives 
in his successful wife’s 
shadow. 

Lastly, all women 
probably see a little bit 
of themselves in Victo-

ry, a single woman hoping to find 
Mr. Right. Victory faces criticism 
for her latest fashion show that is 
getting less then rave reviews.

Although the trio seems to have 
it all; expensive clothes, designer 
shoes, and killer handbags, at the 
end of the day they still need each 
other. Whether it is a major fash-
ion show flop or an unstable mar-
riage, these women band together 
and console one another in times 
of need. Sometimes money and 
success is not everything, some-
times all you need is a night in 
with a few good friends. 

To watch how Wendy, Nico, and 
Victory’s lives unfold, make sure 
to tune into next week’s episode 
Thursday night at 10pm on NBC.

NBC’s Newest Guilty Pleasure: 
Lipstick Jungle

Taylor Corvino
staff writer
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Wendy, Victory, and Nico are three pow-
erful women in New York City.

Just when you thought the air-
waves were finally safe, Simple Plan 
broke the silence of their two year 
hiatus. The French Canadian quin-
tet released their self-titled album 
on Tuesday, in hopes that their lat-
est musical production will follow 
the lead of their prior two Platinum 
selling releases.  

Jam packed with highly predict-
able lyrics and a washed up sound, 
this album unsurprisingly lacks any 
creativity and originality. With a 
growing de-
mand for the 
‘pop punk’ 
genre over the 
past couple of 
years, more 
c o m m e r c i a l 
bands, who 
are not exactly 
oozing with 
talent, have hit 
the scene.  

With their 
Converse pre-
vailing as the 
most ‘punk’ 
thing about them, Simple Plan puts 
most of their musical focus on the 
pop end of the spectrum.

While barely being able to sit 
through all 11 tracks, it became in-
creasingly apparent that each one 
was pretty similar. None of them 
stood out, and each was just as ir-
ritating as the one that followed.

The opening track, “When I’m 
Gone”, which is currently the band’s 
first single off the new album, was 
somehow the most tolerable of the 
bunch. This upbeat, motivating an-
them comes clad with a lyrical credo 
about seizing the moment and going 
after your dreams.

“Your Love Is a Lie”, perhaps the 
most aggravating track on the entire 
CD, is a whiney rant about a cheat-
ing significant other. The lyrics, 
repetitive and mundane, consist, 

almost exclusively, of front man 
Pierre Bouvier calling his adul-
terous girlfriend “nothing but a 
lie” over and over again. Even 
when he is not repeating him-
self, Pierre continues to get to 
the bottom of the shady behav-
ior by singing, “I found a note 
with another name; you blow 
a kiss, but it just don’t feel the 
same”. These lyrics are perhaps 
the most uninventive since Paris 
Hilton graced us with her mess 
of a musical contribution to the 
industry.

“Time to Say Goodbye” is 
about a love that is bet-
ter off left behind.  Pierre 
sings about all of the lies 
and letdowns that acted as 
catalysts in bringing this 
bond to a screeching halt. 
It basically presents it-
self as follow up to “Your 
Love Is a Lie”, exposing, 
once again, the burdens 
of an unfaithful lover. At 
this point, it was unclear 
of what was more nause-
ating, Pierre’s vocals or 
hearing about this rela-
tionship for the second 

time.
“Holding On” is about how 

depressing the world can be, but 
there is that certain someone that 
continues to keep him from let-
ting go. In short, it is a typical 
love song with the same idea that 
has been reiterated an uncount-
able amount of times.  

After having two years to lay 
low, Simple Plan managed to put 
forth an album that shows no mu-
sical or creative growth since their 
emergence. With the occasional ad-
dition of synthesized beats and vo-
cals, their music continues to sound 
like recycled versions of what they 
have previously thrown together. 
The only notable difference appar-
ent to me is Pierre’s new and emo-
improved haircut, which is coinci-
dently nothing too swank either.

Sounds Like 
A Simple Plan

Alexandra Johnson
staff writer
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Simple Plan
Atlantic Records
© 2008

Top 5 on the 
Billboard

1) Alicia Keys -- As I Am

2) Juno Soundtrack

3) The Mars Volta--The Bedlam In 

Goliath

4) Bullet For My Valentine--Scream 

Aim Fire

5) 2008 Grammy Nominees

Hey Idol lovers! On last Tuesday’s 
episode of American Idol, the show 
hit its final stop on the audition tour in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Joshua Jones opened 
up the auditions with his Queen rendi-
tion. While his vocals were fairly de-
cent, Simon expressed concern about 
Jones’ “demonic” eyes. They were so 
bad that the judges actually made him 
turn around and sing for his audition!  
Nevertheless, he received his golden 
ticket, with advice from the judges to 
work on keeping his eyes normal.

Every season features contestants 
who have auditioned in the past. How-
ever, 99% of the time, there is a rea-
son why they did not receive a golden 
ticket in the first place. J.P. Tjelmeland 
is proof of this theory. He appeared in 
season four, and said he sat two per-
sons away from Carrie Underwood 
and expressed his regret for not talking 
to her more and keeping in touch (like 
he would have had a shot). He came 
back for season seven, hoping to have 
a better audition, yet unfortunately, 
butchered his Rascal Flatts song. Let’s 
just hope he doesn’t come back again.

One of the most heartfelt stories this 
season combined with an amazing 
performance goes to Asia’h Epperson.  
On her way to Atlanta for the audi-
tions, she was on the phone with her 

dad to tell him about her upcoming au-
dition and how much she loved him. A 
half hour later, she received news from 
her brother that her dad was killed in a 
car accident. In his memory, she sang 
LeAnn Rimes’ “How Do I Live?” for 
her audition. She knocked it out of the 
ballpark, bringing herself and Paula 
to tears, and Simon told her, “I think 
your dad would be very proud of you.”  
Expect great things to come from this 
girl over the course of the season. (One 
of my roommates has already picked 
her to win, and I would have to agree.)  
We’ll hopefully be seeing her in the fi-
nale this year.

Last Wednesday night, American 
Idol provided us with the best of the 
best, and worst of the worst episode 
(although I’m surprised that Epperson 
wasn’t saved for this episode). As much 
as I love Idol, this was the most disap-
pointing best/worst episodes of the 
series. It felt as if we were just merely 
watching another city’s audition. The 
whole point of the episode is to show 
the very best and the very worst, which 
the producers did not present very 
well.  

Regardless, there were still some 
interesting performances—both good 
and bad. Tiffany McCambell pro-
claimed that her voice was a gift from 
God, and as Simon put it, was a gift that 
needed to be returned.  Her rendition 
of “Hallelujah” was horrendous, and 

she screamed the whole thing. (If I was 
a non-Christian, it certainly wouldn’t 
make me want to become one.)

Plus-size model JoAnne Borgella 
from Hoboken, N.J., who has sung 
at Madison Square Garden, wowed 
the judges with her Celine Dion per-
formance. Represent Jersey well, 
JoAnne!

This episode surprisingly showed 
two exceptions to the “don’t ever re-
audition again” theory. Chikezie Eze 
auditioned last year for Idol but did not 
make it through. This time around, his 
Luther Vandross rendition impressed 
the judges, especially Randy, who 
didn’t “feel him” last year, and fi-
nally received his golden ticket. Sev-
enteen-year-old Danny Noriega also 
auditioned last year and was elimi-
nated. His performance of “Proud 
Mary” surprised the judges and was 
one of the best they have seen this 
year. He was more confident, which 
Simon noticed, and Noriega agreed 
that he was more himself this year, 
which helped him access the doors to 
Hollywood.

Out of over 100,000 people who 
came out to audition throughout the 
nation, 164 received golden tickets.  
Be sure to watch American Idol this 
week, and don’t forget to tune into 
The Outlook next week to find out 
what drama unfolds this year in Hol-
lywood.

Veronique Blostein
staff writer

This Season 
on Idol
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Every single person on the planet 
can say that they in some way shape 
or form has come in contact with any-
thing American Idol. You may have 
seen a commercial, heard one of the 
six winners songs, or, you may be like 
me and have been a fan since the days 
of Kelly Clarkson. You may think the 
show is completely glamorous, and 
you probably have heard people say 
that the judging process is somewhat 
unfair, but you have no idea.

For the sake of getting to the bottom 
of the rumors (and to support my best 
friend and actually see if I had some 
shot at fame) I decided to go the dis-
tance and audition for Season seven of 
American Idol. 

My weekend started off on Friday, 
August 24th. After making the almost 
three hour drive from North Shore 
Staten Island, all the way down to the 
tip of South Jersey, I made it to my 
friend Krista’s house around dinner 
time. After I got settled in, we decided 
to do a drive by of the Wachovia Cen-
ter in Philadelphia, where the auditions 
would be the following day. People 
were lining up already! Krista and I 
got nervous, but decided we would do 
as we were told, and arrive when we 
were told. We ended up passing out at 
around 10pm considering we needed 
to line up at 5am the next day. 

Here is the itinerary as follows for 
the weekend. Saturday 5am - Monday 
before 9am you can go to the Wacho-
via Center to register for your spot to 
audition. Monday, auditions are set to 
start (haha, they said start) at 10am. 

3:30am Saturday the 25th. Alarms 
go off, time to shower, get all dolled 
up, and hit the road for the grueling 
day ahead. Oh, but wait, not until we 
make sure we have our signed release 
form, which basically meant Ameri-
can Idol owned our lives and could 
use anything about us that they find 
out or film, in any form they want. 
They could even turn something posi-
tive, into a negative for national televi-
sion, and there is nothing we could do 
about it. 

Krista and I arrived at the Wacho-
via Center around 4:30. We followed 
two women (who we later referred to 
as our adopted moms) to the end of the 
line, and the beginning of our slow and 
painful weekend. Did I mention there 
were about 3 thousand people in line 
in front of us at this point already? 
The sun had not come up at this point 
yet, so the heat was still bearable. 

However, hours passed, we had not 
yet moved, and the sun was up and at 
full force. For those of you who don’t 
know me, I know I’m sexy and all, but 
I don’t look good when I sweat. 

So now it’s almost 1pm, and we fi-
nally start moving. We make our way 
all the way to the front of the line, flash 
out ID and release form, and are hand-
ed a bracelet and ticket. Best part, we 
can’t get the bracelet wet, and it is now 
Saturday, and the auditions aren’t 
until Monday (cue showering with a 
plastic baggie). Krista and I go back 
to her house, and practically sleep 
until Monday morning. 

We were told we needed to arrive at 
the Wachovia center at 6am on the day 
of the audition, so we assume that we 
will be arriving and 
going right in...wrong! 
They make us wait 
outside on a line again 
until about 11am. At 
11, the doors opened 
and we began to let 
our nerves surface, as 
we made our way into 
the arena.

We made it inside 
and headed to our 
pre-assigned seats. It 
takes about an hour 
for the place to finally 
fill, and for the audi-
tions to start (or so 
we thought). So were 
sitting there, and 
some guy gets on a 
microphone, trying 
to get us pumped up. 
Basically he tells us 
how the day is going 
to work, and what the 
rules are. Then he makes us sing “I 
Love Rock and Roll”, for about a half 
hour. Snore fest, shouldn’t we be sav-
ing our voices? He then tells us that a 
special “guest” is going to be joining 
us, and that when that guest gives us 
the cue, we need to shout “First stop, 
Philadelphia!” and then cheer like a 
proud dad at a little league game. Gee, 
I wonder who that guest could be?! 
(For all of you people confused, it’s 
Ryan Seacrest, who is the shortest 
man I’ve ever seen in my entire life).

Ok, I’ll fast forward, Ryan comes, 
we cheer, and get all excited. Now 
they start setting up for the audition 
process. They set up about 14 stations 
on the arena, all separated by a large 
black curtain. In each station there is 
a table, a few chairs, and one or two 
“judges”. These judges range from pro-

ducers from fox and Idol, to other em-
ployees of the show. That’s right kids, 
Randy, Simon and Paula do not audi-
tion everyone. It would be impossible 
for them to do that. 

They start wrangling us up, start-
ing from one section of the arena, and 
going all the way around until each 
person has the chance to audition. The 
order in which you registered, is the or-
der in which you audition. So basically, 
first in line on Saturday went first, last 
in line had to wait until the very end. 
Krista and I got lucky in that out of 
the 13,000 people in the arena audi-
tioning, there were only about 3,000 
people ahead of us.

How the audition process works is 
as follows. You make your way down 

to the arena floor, and you are placed 
in a group of four. Then, employees of 
the show gather you together and place 
you in front of one of the stations. 

When it’s your group’s turn, one 
at a time starting from the right, 
you step forward and start singing. 
When the judge puts their hand up, 
you step back and the next person 
goes, and so on, until all four sing. 
Your audition song can last any-
where from five seconds to 30 sec-
onds. And yes, they actually stopped 
some people after five seconds. You 
are not allowed to say anything, not 
even your name or what it is that 
you’re singing.

After the four audition, you step 
forward to the table, and the judge 
tells you yes or no. If it’s a no, you 
walk behind the table, get your brace-

let cut off, and walk to the right to exit 
the arena. If it’s a yes, you stay behind, 
get handed a piece of paper, and must 
walk to the left. 

So since Krista and I had a few hours 
before we auditioned, we were able to 
see (and hear) some of the other people. 
Let me tell you, this show is so unfair. 
We started to notice a trend; great peo-
ple weren’t getting put through, aver-
age people stood a better chance, and 
if you wore a costume, let’s just say 
you had the best chances of making it 
through. It was insanely unfair. One 
girl even told us that some guy in her 
group took off his shirt and danced, 
and he made it through to the next 
round. She said he didn’t even sing one 
note! Naturally, after that, our nerves 

grew even more, but neither one of us 
were going to turn away after invest-
ing this much time in it.

At this point it’s about 5pm, and 
it’s almost our turn. We head down 
toward the tables, holding hands, 
trying not to let our nerves get the 
best of us. Before we know it, we are 
standing face to face with one of the 
judges. I was standing in the third 
spot, Krista in the fourth. The guy 
who sang first, was not good. Next 
was this girl who sang an up beat 
song that sounded like it was from 
a musical. As she’s singing, all I can 
think of is “Ok Anthony, you’re next, 
just do your best and don’t throw 
up!” The judge puts up her hand, 
the girl stops, and I step forward. I 
decided on a song by Idina Menzel, 
called “Come Rain or Come Shine”. 

I chose that because it best shows my 
vocal range. It’s kind of jazzy and 
kind of sultry, and to my surprise, 
the judge let me sing for the full 30 
seconds. So she put up her hand, and 
I proudly stepped back and gave the 
floor to Krista, who sang a beauti-
ful rendition of an Alanis Morissette 
song called “Your House”. She also 
let Krista sing for the full 30 sec-
onds. So now, the next few seconds 
seemed like an eternity. 

All day I had been saying that I was 
only there in support of my friend, and 
if I didn’t make it, I really wouldn’t care, 
but in the back of mind I was thinking, 
“How cool would it be if I made it past 
round one!”. Then all of a sudden the 
judge opened her mouth. She politely 
told us that we were all great, but not 
what the show was looking for. All I 
could do was look at Krista and see 
how upset she was. She really wanted 
this and you could tell it hurt for her to 
hear those words. 

After getting our bracelets cut, and 
heading out the doors of the arena, all 
we could do was talk about how un-
fair this whole thing was, and that we 
would never go through it again. Don’t 
get me wrong, the experience was 
something I’ll never forget, but it was a 
long, draining weekend. After the day 
was over, they narrowed down 13,000 
contestants to a mere 250. Those 250 
then came back a few weeks later to 
audition in front of Randy, Simon, and 
Paula. A friend of mine also auditioned 
and made it through to Hollywood. She 
said that that out of the 250 that made it 
past the first round, only about half of 
them actually deserved to be there.

To make a long story short, if you 
ever plan on trying out for future sea-
sons of American Idol, make sure you 
are fully prepared for all that goes into 
it. Be prepared to wait in long lines in 
the sweltering heat for hours. Be pre-
pared to be compared to people who 
are not good at all (and lose to them). 
And be prepared to get your dreams 
shot in a matter of seconds. 

I hope all of this didn’t change your 
views on the show. In the end, Ameri-
can Idol always ends up finding great 
talent, and the show still is a great suc-
cess. I just hope this brings you some 
understanding in how the whole pro-
cess works. So, with that being said, 
I wish the best of luck to all those on 
season seven of American Idol, and for 
all you readers out there who plan on 
trying out for future seasons. 

In the famous words of Ryan 
Seacrest; Esposito, out!

anthony esposito
contributing writer

photo courtesy of Anthony Esposito

Thousands of people try their luck at being the next American Idol.

Do You Really Want to Be the Next 
American Idol?

A first hand look at the American Idol Audition Process

As I first reported back in No-
vember, there was a strike within 
the Writer’s Guild of America. 
Since then, America has seen what 
actual reality television is like, be-
cause those were the only televi-
sion shows that were still able to 
be in production. 

Walking down the streets of 
New York or Los Angeles every 
day during normal working hours, 
the writers were picketing out-
side a different corporation. They 
handed out fliers to people pass-
ing by asking them to help in the 
strike. 

People may think they can’t do 
anything, but all they have to do is 
write a letter to all the big guys at 
these corporations and tell them to 
give the writers what they deserve 
because we want our shows back.

Without the writers at work, 
there were no new scripts, and 
shows (and movies) couldn’t even 
film the scripts they had because 
filmmakers didn’t have the rights 
to tweak the script at all.

Some shows couldn’t even film 
because the actors in the show are 
members of the WGA. Those ac-
tors couldn’t cross the picket lines 
and had to support the cause they 
they are a part of.

The strike was so serious that 
it caused the cancellation of the 
Golden Globe Awards due to the 
fact that no actors or writers were 
going to cross the picket line. 

In hopes to reach an agreement 
with the bigwigs at the major 
media corporations before Os-
car night so a Golden Globe re-
peat wouldn’t happen, the writers 
have succeeded and will be back 
to work on Wednesday, February 
13th.

There was a meet-
ing with the head of the 
WGA and the heads of 
the media corporations 
on Saturday February 
9th, and now writers 
will be receiving a nice 
share of royalties from 
their work when it is 
broadcast over the Inter-
net. This was the main 
concern the writers had. 
Whenever their work 
is broadcast on televi-
sion or sold through 
DVDs, the writers get 
a percentage of money 
that can help take care 
of their life and family. 
This past holiday sea-
son was very rough for some of 
them that live from paycheck to 
paycheck. Having Internet royal-
ties will especially help all of the 
struggling writers big time.

Former CEO of the Walt Dis-
ney Company, Michael Eisner 
said, “It’s over. They made the 
deal, they shook hands on the 
deal…. It’s possible they will turn 
it down, but it would be insane if 

they [did].”
Details of the deal made 

between the corporations 
and the writers haven’t been 
announced yet, but I’m sure 
they will soon. 

The past three and a half 
months have been hard on 
Hollywood as well as Ameri-
ca, and now we can all get on 
with the rest of the television 
season.

I for one am happy for 
the writers who are getting 
what they deserve. Without 
them, all of the lines that we 
constantly repeat, and epi-
sodes that we know by heart 
wouldn’t have been there 
without the brilliant writers 

inventing them.
I’m very excited to have my 

shows back, and continue to laugh 
every Thursday night while watch-
ing new episodes of The Office.

kristen renda
entertainment editor

The Strike is Finally Over

photo courtesy of Kristen Renda

Writers picketing outside of Viacom in 
Times Square.
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Valentine’s Day is right around 
the corner, and for a lot of people, 
this is good news. However, it 
may not be for others! Either way, 
it should be a day to be enjoyed, 
whether you’re single or attached. 
There’s no need to mope around 
simply because you don’t have a 
date…you can still have fun with it 
anyway!  Here are some ideas (in-
cluding last minute!) for your sig-
nifi cant other if you’re attached, or 
some neat little party or gathering 
ideas for you and your friends if 
you’re single!

Valentine’s Day is all about 
love…and chocolate of course! 
Here are some fun chocolaty ideas 
to give to your partner or your 
friends!

− Chocolate covered strawber-
ries

- Brownies – use a cookie cutter 
to shape them as hearts

- White chocolate raspberry 
cheesecake 

There are tons of recipes you 
can look up using many different 
types of chocolate. There is bitter-
sweet, semisweet, milk and white. 
You  can mix and match or create 
something yourself using one or 
all of them!

Of course, if you are waiting un-
til the last minute, there is always 
the conventional box of chocolates 
that you can pick up at almost any 
store!

Valentines Day Breakfast in 
Bed

If you are really feeling ambi-
tious, you could go all out for your 
loved one, roommate, or friends 
by serving them a really awesome 
breakfast in bed! You can make 
this extra special just by decorat-
ing the tray with the little Valen-
tine’s Day heart candies, red and 
pink napkins and plates, or if you 
really want to get fancy a few rose 
petals. You can bake them some-
thing extra sweet the night before 
if you wish. 

Crepes can be a great idea 
since they are easy and don’t 
take long at all to make. Here is a 
recipe for some Valentine’s Day 
Crepes!

½ cup whole milk
½ cup fl our
A pinch of salt
1 tbsp butter 
1 egg
1 to 2 tbsp sugar

Melt butter and allow to cool 
a little bit. While that is cool-
ing, mix in milk and eggs with 
a whisk. Add butter and whisk 
well. Add a little bit of sugar 
while whisking. Apply thinly to 
a nonstick pan (or use Pam). Sep-
arate crepes with a paper towel 
so they don’t stick.  You can add 

anything to crepes; bananas, 
fruit, jelly, etc. To make them ex-
tra special for Valentine’s Day…
roll two crepes up with fruit (or 
whatever you like) and decorate 
them with confectioner’s sugar 
and use raspberry jam to make a 
heart around them.

Attached? Here’s a custom-
ized (and inexpensive!) gift 

idea!

Being a student, money doesn’t 
exactly grow on trees for us. You 
may think that this may hinder 

getting your honey the perfect Val-
entine’s Day gift…but here’s a sim-
ple idea that he or she will love!

Pick out your favorite picture of 
the two of you together. You can get 
a picture frame at a Dollar Store, 
and pick up some decorating sup-
plies at AC Moore, Michael’s, or 
anything like that. Customize the 
picture frame to how you think your 
signifi cant other might like it! It’s 
thoughtful, inexpensive, and guar-
anteed to get the right reaction!

Single? It’s Party Time!

If you’re single, there’s no reason 
to stay in and mope around! Have a 
little get together with friends. Here 
are some party favor ideas to make 
your friends’ Valentine’s Day fun 
too!

- Fill a basket with red, white and 
pink carnations, each tied with rib-
bon. Have corsage pins on hand if 
guests choose to pin on fl owers as 
they arrive.

- Cover your front door with fun 
decorations like red gift wrap and 
cut out red and pink hearts.

- Place red and pink candles 
around the house and in the bath-
room for a more romantic feel!

- Make a mixed CD of a few love 
songs (or songs completely against 
love, if you prefer!)

- For take-home party favors, fi ll 
red glass votive candle holders with 
candies. Set each in the middle of a 
square of tissue paper, twist to close 
and tie at the twist with ribbon.

- Bake some heart-shaped sugar 
cookies and leave out decorations 
for your guests to decorate on their 
own!

- Have a bowl of red punch. A 
great recipe for punch is simple: 
Equal parts cranberry juice, cher-
ry juice and lemon-lime soda with 
crushed ice to keep it chilled.

Leave candy hearts (the ones with 
the little sayings on them) around 
the kitchen or dining room table (if 
you have one) for decoration. 

As you can see, you don’t have 
to be attached to someone to enjoy 
Valentine’s Day! There’s great ideas 
for all of your loved ones, includ-
ing your friends and family! Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

Information courtesy of allreci-
pes.com.

Happy Valentine’s Day MU!
DANIELLE DECARLO

FEATURES EDITOR

IMAGES COURTESY of google.com

As you can see, there are many different ideas that you 
can either make yourself or pick up at the store for your 
sweetheart or friends for Valentine’s Day!

IMAGE COURTESY of google.com

Valentine’s Day crepes!

Recipe for sugar cookies:

7 cups fl our
2 cups white sugar
2 tsp salt
2 tsp baking powder
1 ½ cups shortening
3 tsp almond extract
1 cup milk
3 eggs
Preheat oven to 375 degrees

In a large mixing bowl, mix together 
fl our, sugar, salt, and baking powder. /
Mix in shortening. Once the shorten-
ing is well blended, stir almond fl avor-
ing and milk into the dough at the same 
time, followed by eggs. Roll out dough 
onto a fl oured surface, using a fl oured 
rolling pin. Roll the dough thick. Cut out 
cookies and arrange them on a cookie 
sheet. Use a heart shaped cookie cut-
ter for shape.
Bake at 375 degrees F (190 degrees 

C) for 8 to 10 minutes, or just until bot-
tom is golden. 

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

You can prepare Valentine’s Day breakfast in bed for your 
sweetheart, parents, or friends to make their day extra 
special! Prepare some of it the night before if you or your 
signifi cant other has work in the morning.

PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628
609.771.2300
graduate@tcnj.eduTh
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TCNJ offers graduate programs in:

■ Education
■ Nursing
■ Health and Exercise Science
■ Counselor Education
■ Educational Leadership: Principal
■ Educational Leadership: Instruction
■ English
■ Reading
■ Teaching English as a Second Language
■ EducationalTechnology
■ Special Education

Application Deadlines
for Fall Admission:

March 1
Counselor Education, Master of Arts
in Teaching, and Master of Education in
Educational Leadership: Instruction.

April 15
All other programs.

For information and an application,
visit www.tcnj.edu/graduateprograms

Graduate Programs
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FREE 
PRACTICE
 TESTHow would you 

score on test day? 
Take a free Practice 
Test and find out!

1-800-KAP-TEST  |  kaptest.com/practice

Kaplan. The smarter way to prep.

*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.  PGR01607

Space is limited.
Register today!

LSAT    GMAT    GRE    MCAT
*

Sunday, February 17th 

Edison Hall 

12:00pm
MCAT - Room E117 

LSAT - Room E118 

GMAT - Room E120 

GRE - Room E121

Sponsored by Counseling and Psychological Services with the support of Human Relations Advisory Council, and in collaboration 
with the Office of Affirmative Action, Human Relations, and Compliance. 

For special accommodations, please contact us prior to the program at 732-571-7517.

Presented by The American Conference on Diversity

Online application and more information at
www.monmouth.edu/resources/diversity_training/application.asp

Interested in learning more about 
diversity??
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Advertise

in                
The Outlook                                                                              

at              
                 
 732-571-3481

My Gym Shrewsbury is seeking athletic, energetic, candidates
who love working with children.

Need Extra Cash?

Applicants will lead and assist children’s classes and birthday parties
Competitive Wages
Flexible Hours
Weekend Availability a Must

Earn it while having
FUN!

Please contact Tom or Melissa 732-389-9669TomTom Tom Please Contact Melissa at 732-389-9669

                                                      
   ATTENTION STUDENTS                                                  

NEED CASH                                    
                                                                                     $10hr + Benefi ts

Ocean offi ce
fl exible  schedule 

open 7 days     

1-888-974-5627                                 
    Equal employment oppurtunity employer

Unlimited Tanning 
As low as 19.95 

no session fees!

                                                            Catholic Centre at Monmouth
   
    Mass                                    Valentine’s Day Party                                                                                               
   Every Sun 7 PM                     Thursday, Feb 14 at 7:30 Pm 

   Eucharistic Adoration                    Lenten Masses
   Every Monday 3:30 - 4:30 PM    Wed,Feb 13, 20,April 5 and 19 at 12 PM in Wilson Chapel 
   
   Rosary                                           Bible Study            
    Every Monday 9 PM                    Tuesday at 7:30 PM beginning Feb 19                                         
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                             Catholic Centre at Monmouth University
                                                     16 Beachwood Avenue
                                                        732-229-9300
                           Gate to our rear house is in the corner of Lot 4, next to the Health Center
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                          ALL are welcome
                                                        Food Alwyas Served
                                                         www.mucatholic.org               
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Editor Note: This page contains articles written by the student members of these organizations. The Outlook is 
not responsible for the content of these articles. Send articles to outlook@monmouth.edu. Deadline is Mondays at 

2:30 p.m. Otherwise, publication may not occur.
Alpha Sigma Tau Women’s Political Caucus of NJ, MU Chapter

RHA/Winterball

RHA meetings are every Tuesday at 9pm in the Oakwood Lounge.  Residents and commuters welcome!  
RHA is also the proud host of Monmouth’s Annual Winterball in Wilson Hall.  This year our theme is *A 
Hollywood Affair* and it will take place on Saturday, February 23, 2008 at 7 p.m.  Tickets are on sale now 
in both the dining hall and in the information booth in the student center.  

Prices are: 1 for $30; 2 for $45; 3 for $60; 4 for $75 . We look forward to seeing you at this red carpet event!Political Science Club

Alpha Sigma Tau will be hosting the fi rst annual “Beauty and the 
Greek” on Monday, Febraruy 25, 2008. “Beauty and the Greek” is a 
chance for Greek and non-Greek students to be partnered up and com-
pete for fabulous prizes. The format to the event is similar to the show 
“Beauty and the Geek”. The proceeds of the event will go our many 
philanthropies such as Suicide Awareness. Mark your calendars and 
please come to support the sisters of Alpha Sigma Tau!!! If you have 
any questions or are interested to participating as a contestant please 
contact Jenna DeLozier (s0620281@monmouth.edu) or Nicole Russo 
(s0583809).

The Political Science Club is planning an exciting spring semester! If 
you’re interested in writing about politics or recent news events write-
for the politics page of the outlook. Interested in debate? The club is 
beginning a debate team this semester. The club is also planning a Sup-
port the Troops event as well as a trip to Washington, D.C. If you’re 
interested in having a lot of fun with the Political Science Club, stop by 
a meeting every Tuesday in Bey Hall room 228 at 3:45.

The Women’s Political Caucus of NJ Monmouth University Chapter wants YOU!  If you missed us at the 
involvement fair, and are interested in politics please contact Nicole Kavanaugh at s0664922@monmouth.
edu for more information on this multi-partisan organization. The WPCNJ MU Chapter will be the second 
WPC chapter at a University in the country, and second only to Rutgers.

Student Activities Board *SAB*

Come help organize and plan fun activities and events on campus.  We want your suggestions and ideas, 
and we want to hear what you have to say.  SAB is open to all students on campus so stop by our meeting 
this Thursday at 4pm, 3rd fl oor student center.  Have a 4:30? Stop by for 15 minutes!  Every minute makes a 
difference!  Can’t make it to the meeting?  No problem, email us at sab@monmouth.edu or stop by our event 
in the dining hall this Thursday at 8:30pm.  We invite everyone to attend this free event on Valentines Day 

Learn how sexual assault can impact you and gain 
the support and information necessary to heal from 
this intimate form of personal violence.  Meet with a 

trained rape counselor on campus. 

Every Tuesday 
Counseling and Psychological Services 

Rebecca Stafford Student Center, First Floor 
10AM-1PM 

For more information stop by or call: 

Counseling and Psychological Services at 
 732-571-7517 

email: mucounseling@monmouth.edu 

This service is FREE and CONFIDENTIAL
For Monmouth University students. 

No Appointment Necessary. 

Co-Sponsored by: 
Counseling and Psychological Services 

180-Turning Lives Around 

$$$$ Great Student Specials! $$$$ 
Your favorite meals-on-the-go for just 

$1.04—$2.18 each! 

Cupboard bare? 
DON’T CALL MOM & DAD— 

CALL US!

$$$$BUY IN BULK & SAVE $$$$ 
Your one-stop shopping source for 

Food & Beverages 
   Household Supplies 
   Bottled Water 
   Toiletries  
   Pet Products 

Shop our on-line store 24/7/365! 
www.WatchungSpringWater.com

OR
Call 800-624-0081 to order today! 

Red Bull               24 cans              $41.24 

Power Bars          24 bar variety pack                $25.00 

Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup at Hand  
8 pack/10.75 ounces                                          $17.47 

Chef Boyardee 7.5 oz Microwavable Bowls (8 count) 
Beef A Roni, Lasagne, Ravioli, Spag & MB       $11.98 

Cheerios or Raisin Bran Bowls    10 Bowls       $12.50 

M&Ms         48 Packs, 1.69 ounces each          $24.00 

HAWKS SPECIAL 
FREE FREE FREE 

BREAKFAST FOR THE SCHOOL WEEK! 
Receive 5 cereal bowls with 

any E-Z Delivery Order. 
One per customer.  Exp. 2/29/08. Code: H2 

May not be combined with other offers. 
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“NOTHING!!!” “It’s a suprise!” “Going out to dinner and then going to 
sleep.”

“I hope I have a date!”“Hopefully someone suprises me 
with some roses and something 

romantic...hint hint.”

“Trying to win a Wii at the Dining 
Hall.”

“Going out with friends”

What are your plans for Valentines Day?

“Working, it’s just another day.”

Roxann
Junior

“Going to SAB event in the DH to 
win a Wii.”

“Going to dinner with my best friend.”

Bob
Senior

Nicole
Senior

Sarah
Freshman

Megan
Freshman

Grace
Senior

Sam
Sophmore

Kait
Freshman

Cori
Senior

Jackie
Sophmore

Brought  to  you  by  Student ActivitiesBrought  to  you  by  Student Activities
Ad  Supported  by  SGA  and  SABAd  Supported  by  SGA  and  SAB
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1. Sacred Heart
(11-2)

2. Robert Morris
(10-2)

3. Wagner
(9-2)

4. Quinnipiac
(8-3)

5. CCSU (8-5)
6. Mount St. 

Mary’s
(7-6)

7. Long Island
(4-8)

8. Fairleigh 
Dickinson

(3-9)
St. Francis (PA)

(3-9)
10. Monmouth

(2-10)
11. St. Francis 

(NY) (2-11)

ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

ANDREW SCHETTER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Late Season Slump
Women defeated by Mount St. Mary’s 78-72, outlasted by Sacred Heart 64-55

Hawks Go ‘Oh’ and Two
Men drop two more NEC games to Sacred Heart and Mount St. Mary’s

 NEC Men’s 
Basketball 
Standings

The Monmouth men’s basket-
ball team has played hard all sea-
son, making almost every game 
a close contest.  However, the 
Hawks have found themselves on 
the losing end of 17 of the 22 total 
games they have played this sea-
son.  This remained true for the 
team’s two games this past week, 
as Monmouth played hard, but lost 
both games by a close margin.  

On Thursday, the Hawks came 
out fl at at Sacred Heart, going 
down by double digits in the open-

ing half.  The team clawed back 
valiantly in the second half, only 
to lose by 12 in the end, 74-62.  On 
Saturday night, in a game that was 
televised on MSG, the Blue and 
White once again dropped a hard-
fought game, this time to Mount 
St. Mary’s, 76-66.  With the loss-

es, MU drops to 5-19 overall, and 
2-10 in the NEC.

Against Sacred Heart, the Blue 
and White took an early lead as 
Whitney Coleman hit a three-
pointer from the wing.  The Pio-
neers came right back as Chaunc-
ey Hardy hit back-to-back threes 
to start an 11-0 run for SHU, who 
went up 13-5 with 14:41 remaining 
in the fi rst half.

The Pioneers kept coming at 
the Hawks, increasing the score 
to 23-8, as the run swelled to 21-3 
in 8:23.  With 5:24 remaining in 
the fi rst stanza, Sacred Heart led 
32-13 after another pair of threes 

from Hardy and Luke Granato.
The Blue and White put togeth-

er a few successful offensive sets, 
but found themselves down 40-24 
at the halftime intermission.

The second half opened in an 
ugly fashion for Monmouth, as 
Sacred Heart scored the fi rst two 

baskets.  However, MU went on a 
14-point run to make the score 44-
38 with 14:09 remaining in the con-
test.  Yaniv Simpson’s two three-
point baskets got the Hawks going, 
as they were able to chip into the 
Pioneers’ large lead.

Simpson hit another three to 
make the score 46-41 with 12:39 
to go, but MU could only manage 
two free-throws over the next 2:50, 
allowing SHU to build the lead to 
55-43 with just over nine minutes 
remaining in the game.

Monmouth answered back with 
two long distance threes from 
Simpson, and added another from 
R.J. Rutledge to cut the Sacred 
Heart lead to 57-52, but the Pio-
neers went on another scoring run 
to expand their lead to 68-52 with 
three minutes left.

Monmouth was able to pull with-
in 10, but could not get any closer, 
losing 74-62.  

Simpson led Monmouth with 20 
points, off his career-high six three-
pointers.  Coleman contributed 10 
points in the losing effort.

In their second televised game 
in three weeks, the Hawks looked 
to get a victory the second time 
around.  But the Mountaineers of 
Mount St. Mary’s had other ideas 
as they pulled out the victory, 76-
66.

Coleman scored the game’s fi rst 
six points as the Hawks took an 
early 6-2 lead, and held an 11-8 ad-
vantage after a low-post move by 
Nick DelTufo was successful.

After the Mountaineers took a 
12-11 lead at the 14:11 mark in the 
fi rst half, the squad went on a 10-
0 scoring run that was capped by a 
three-pointer by Will Holland in a 
transition set.

Monmouth fi nally got a basket 
from Coleman, after going score-
less for 5:29 to cut the lead to 22-
15.

The Blue and White went on a 
6-0 scoring spurt behind a cut-
ting lay-up from James Hett, to cut 
the score to 22-19.  But Mount St. 
Mary’s answered right back with 
a 6-0 scoring run of their own to 
infl ate their lead to 28-19 with 4:24 
left in the half.

The Hawks cut the lead to just 
four as the teams took a break for 

halftime, with the Mountaineers 
holding on to a 34-30 advantage.

Monmouth evened the score 
within the fi rst two minutes of the 
second half, with a three-pointer 
from Rutledge and a free-throw 
from Coleman.  Monmouth used 
their momentum to go up 41-36, 
with Rutledge scoring the fi rst 
eight points of the second half for 
the Blue and White.

Monmouth held onto the lead 
until the 6:05 mark, after a bevy 
of Mount free-throws and a 
three-pointer that gave Mount St. 
Mary’s the 55-52 lead.

After the Mount took a 56-52 
lead, Coleman ended a four-
minute scoreless drought for the 
Hawks with a pair of free-throws.  
The visiting squad extended their 
lead to 60-54 after another three 
from Holland.

After an exchange of threes 
from Coleman and Chris Vann, 
Vann’s second three gave the 
Mountaineers a 66-57 lead that 
they never conceded, going on to 
win 76-66.  

Coleman led all scorers with 
18 points, and pulled down eight 
rebounds.  Rutledge scored all of 
his 14 points in the second half, 
and Hett added 11 points on 4-of-
5 shooting.

Monmouth is now in 10th 
place in the NEC standings, but 
is still just one game out of a tie 
for eighth place with Fairleigh 
Dickinson and St. Francis (Pa.). 
With only six games left in the 
regular season, all of which come 
against teams in the top eight in 
the NEC, the blue and white have 
a tough road ahead of them.

The top eight teams in the con-
ference earn a berth into the NEC 
Tournament, with the winner go-
ing on to play in the NCAA Tour-
nament in March.

Northeast Conference leaders 
Sacred Heart and Robert Morris 
have already clinched NEC Tour-
nament berths, with each only to-
taling 2 losses in conference play 
thus far.

The Hawks will play their next 
three games away, with their fi rst 
game coming on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16, at Wagner.  Tip-off is 
set for 7 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Yaniv Simpson hit a career-high six three-pointers and led the team 
with 20 points against Sacred Heart, but the Hawks could not pull out a 
victory.

The Monmouth University 
Women’s basketball team fell to 
Mount St. Mary’s 78-72, Saturday 
afternoon at Boylan Gym. The 
loss came despite an outstanding 
effort on the glass, as the Hawks 
out rebounded the Mountaineers 
49-26.

Mount St. Mary’s shot an out-
standing 50 percent as a team and 
was led by guard Tiffany Green 
who scored 23 points on 8-11 
shooting including 3 buckets from 
beyond the arc. The Hawks were 
led by Forward Jennifer Bender 
who recorded her 7th double-
double of the season notching 
21 points and 14 rebounds in the 
loss.

The game was close throughout 
as the Hawks headed into halftime 
with 39-37 defi cit.  

There were 5 lead changes in the 
fi rst half but the Blue and White 
failed to gain the lead once in the 
second half. They cut the lead to 1 
on 3 separate occasions but, each 
time Mount St. Mary’s was able 

to connect on their next offensive 
possession.

The story of the game was 
the fi eld goal percentage of the 
Mountaineers as they overcame 
Monmouth, outscoring them 30-
14 in the paint. The Mountaineers 
had all 5 starters with double digit 
scoring efforts. The defensive ef-
fort of Monmouth just failed to 
produce enough stops when it 
mattered. The Hawks also failed 
to win the points off turnovers 
battle in the contest as the Moun-
taineers capitalized with 18 points 
off of Hawks miscues.

The day did bring about some 
positive things for the Women’s 
basketball team as they were apart 
of National Girls and Women in 
Sports Day. 

The University celebrated Na-
tional Girls and Women in Sports 
Day with a “think pink” theme 
Saturday afternoon at Boylan 
Gym against Mount St. Mary’s. 
The “think pink” theme of the day 
was referring to the pink wrist 
bands worn my many in atten-
dance to promote awareness of the 
disease.

Monmouth University hosted 
a brunch before the game against 
Mount St. Mary’s which included 

current players, coaches, as well as 
grammar school athletes from the 

community. The brunch focused 
on issues like leadership and 
building up confi dence in both 

yourself and your 
team. Over 800 
schools includ-
ing Monmouth 
participated in a 
raffl e during the 
game with all 
proceeds going 
towards breast 
cancer research. 

After the game 
Mount improved 
to 7-17 overall 
and 5-8 in con-
ference play 
while dropping 
Monmouth to 7-
15 overall and a 
disheartening 4-
7 in Conference 
play.

On Monday 
evening, the 
Hawks trav-
eled to Fair-
fi eld to take on 

the Sacred Heart Colonials, who 
came into the contest second in 

the NEC at 15-8 overall, and 10-
2 in the conference.  Although the 
Blue and White battled hard, the 
game never fell into place for the 
visiting team, as they were defeat-
ed 64-55.

The game was tied with just 
over nine minutes to play when 
Sacred Heart when on a run scor-
ing 10 unanswered points, making 
the score 57-47 with 4:45 left in 
the game.  The Hawks never really 
threatened after that point, even-
tually losing by nine, 64-55.

The Blue and White were led 
by three players who each had 10 
points.  Bender, Veronica Ran-
dolph, and LaKia Barber each 
scored in double fi gures in the 
losing effort, with Bender adding 
eight rebounds.

Although the Hawks dropped 
three conference games last week 
they still have a chance at a bid in 
the NEC tournament where any-
thing can happen. They also gave 
back to their community for a 
much greater cause. Their next tip 
off is scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16, at 4 p.m., when they take 
on Wagner in Staten Island, N.Y.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

LaKia Barber had ten points, going 6-6 from the 
charity stripe, but could not help Monmouth get by 
Sacred Heart on Monday night. The Hawks lost the 
game 64-55.
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A Word on Sports
Why College Football Doesn’t Need a Playoff

ALEXANDER TRUNCALE
STAFF WRITER

The 2007 college football 
season was one like no other, 
although, it ended much the 
same way it did in 2006, with 
my Ohio State Buckeyes get-
ting steamrolled in the Nation-
al Championship game by yet 
another SEC school, while I sat 
and watched the disaster, and 
once again, died a little inside.  

All that aside, the calls for a 
playoff system in Division 1-
A college football (er, excuse 
me, Football Bowl Subdivi-
sion) only got louder this year, 
with multiple teams getting hot 
at the right time, and feeling 
short-changed by the so-called 
BC Mess system.  The most 
vocal opposition to the BCS 
and in favor of a playoff sys-
tem came from Athens, Geor-
gia, and southern California, 
with college football pundits 
arguing for Georgia and USC’s 
shot at the prize.  There were 
proponents of Kansas, who felt 
the one-loss team from the Big 
12 deserved to play in New 
Orleans, and there were some 
who thought that Hawaii was 
in the right city, but playing in 
the wrong bowl on the wrong 
day. 

So, with all this unrest in 
College Football Bowl Sub-
division, an article entitled, 
“Why College Football Doesn’t 
Need a Playoff,” might in fact 
turn some heads and garner 
some attention.  Hey, you’ve 
already read all the way up to 
this point, haven’t you?  

What I’m about to say may 
sound like a paradox, but it is 
true: the reason college foot-
ball doesn’t need a playoff, 
is because it already has one.  

I’ll give you a minute to digest 
that.  Fact is, every week is like 
a playoff in college football and 
there is no sport in America in 
which the regular season means 
so much.  It’s not just about 
what your team is doing, but 
what other teams are doing as 
well.  

Here is the best example I give 
for what I’m trying to illustrate.  
Let’s say you’re a fan of an NFL 
team that is on the brink of 
making or missing the playoffs.  
It’s the last two or three weeks 
of the season, and your team, in 
order to get in, needs help from 
other teams.  Some need to win, 
some need to lose.  Well, it’s 
like that every week in college 
football’s battle for the National 
Championship.  

Case in point: both LSU and 
Ohio State needed help to get 
to the National Championship 
Game.  After their loss to Il-
linois, the Buckeyes fell from 
number one all the way to num-
ber to number seven.  Here is 
what the BCS standings looked 
like on November 11th: 

1. LSU 
2. Oregon 
3. Kansas 
4. Oklahoma 
5. Missouri
6. West Virginia
7. Ohio State
Two weeks later, after Kan-

sas fell to Missouri, Oregon lost 
two in a row, and their starting 
quarterback, and LSU lost to 
the Arkansas Darren McFad-
dens in triple OT, here is how 
the BCS looked:

1. Missouri
2. West Virginia
3. Ohio State
4. Georgia
5. Kansas 
6. Virginia Tech

7. LSU
And lo and behold, Missouri 

loses to Oklahoma in the Big 
12 title game, West Virginia 
inexplicably falls at home to 
Pittsburg, and LSU beats Ten-
nessee in the SEC Champion-
ship, and your BCS National 
Championship is Ohio State 
vs. LSU.  

The point is the regular sea-
son in college football mat-
ters, more so than in any other 
sport, college or pro, and there 
is no such thing as a meaning-
less game.  While the system 
in major college football in 
no where near perfect, a play-
off in which eight or sixteen 
teams would square off in a 
tournament-style would de-
stroy the excitement the col-
lege football regular season 
brings every week.  

Although I am in favor of 
the BCS, I think it needs to 
encourage teams to schedule 
more competitive out-of-con-
ference match-ups, in order to 
bolster each team’s strength 
of schedule.  For example, 
this year, Ohio State is play-
ing at USC, defending cham-
pions LSU is taking on Texas, 
and Hawaii, probably because 
they want to actually be taken 
seriously, will travel all the 
way to Gainesville, Florida to 
play the Gators.  Props to the 
Rainbow Warriors.  

I know it’s early, but here 
are my fi ve teams that will 
challenge for the National 
Championship in 2008: LSU, 
Georgia, Ohio State, USC, and 
Oklahoma.  BCS title game 
prediction: Georgia over Ohio 
State, as the revolving door of 
SEC teams beating the Buck-
eyes will continue, at least for 
one more year.

A total team effort sparked the 
Monmouth University’s women’s 
track & fi eld team to a win at the 
2008 Northeast Conference In-
door Championships on Sunday in 
Landover, Maryland.  The men’s 
team saw their three-year run as 
defending champions snapped but 
still managed a solid second place 
fi nish on the day.

Heading into the second day of 
competition the women were in 
third, 11 points behind the leader 
St. Francis (Pa.) but rallied to fi n-
ish in fi rst 11.5 points ahead of 
rival LIU.  2008 marks the third 
time in school history that the 
Monmouth’s women’s team has 
won the Northeast Conference 
title.

“The women were tremendous 
all weekend Very tough, together 
and determined,” said head coach 
Joe Compagni. “ We had a lot of 
people compete in multiple events. 
They certainly won the title as a 
team.”

The 400m dash found sopho-
more Michelle Losey come away 
with a fi rst place fi nish, crossing 
the line in 56.81.  Hawks Illiana 
Blackshear and Brittany Gibbs 
took the third and four place spots, 
earning valuable points in the win-
ning effort.  Crystal Stein’s time 
of 1:16.30 in the 500m dash was 
fast enough for second place and 
All-NEC honors.  

Monmouth captured three of 
the scoring spots in the mile, led 
by Cailin Lynam’s second place 
fi nish (5:02.45).  Freshman Chris-
tine Altland and sophomore Laura 
Embrey placed fi fth and sixth, re-

spectively.  Losey took second in 
the 200m dash fi nals (25.40), with 
Stein coming in fi fth with her time 
of 26.04.

Once again the relay teams 
came up big for the Hawks, with 
Monmouth winning the 4x400 
and taking fourth in the distance 
medley relay.  The 4x400 squad 
of Blackshear, Losey, Gibbs and 
Stein won the event with a time 
of 3:53.94, edging out LIU.  The 
DMR relay team consisted of 
Tiffany McKenna, Mary Wilks, 
Aracelis Lantigua and Embrey.

Latasha Leake took third in the 
high jump (5’ 2 ¼”) while Jenn 
Tarsan came in fi fth in the same 
event, clearing the same height.  
Tarsan was also seventh in the 
triples jump to earn points for the 
Hawks, an event in which Gibbs 
placed fourth in with her mark of 
37’ 8”.  Leake earned a fi fth place 
fi nish in the 60m hurdles.  Losey 
also earned a sixth place fi nish in 
the 60m dash, placing in her fourth 
event of the day.  Lantigua’s time 
of 2:22.32 in the 800m earned a 
seventh place spot for the sopho-
more.  Altland fi nished in eighth 
place in the 5000m.  Compagni 
took home NEC Coach of the Year 
honors for the women.

The men fell just 13.5 points 
short of winning their fourth 
straight title after leading going 
into the second day of competi-
tion.

“The men had a very strong sec-
ond day but didn’t make the most 
of their chances on day one to win 
their fourth straight title,” said 
Compagni.

The Hawk throwers took four of 
the top six spots in the shot put, 
with favorite Christian Keller 
winning the event with his throw 

of 56’ 4”.  Freshman Tom Cic-
coli was second in the event (54’ 
6 ¾”), while Larry Lundy and Ed 
Skowronski took fi fth and sixth, 
respectively.

Senior Bill Doherty picked up 
a win for Monmouth over an im-
pressive fi eld in the 800m, cross-
ing the tape in 1:56.25.  Junior 
Ryan Madrid earned Second Team 
All-NEC honors with his second 
place fi nish in the mile, clocking 
in at 4:19.94.  Monmouth sopho-
more Pete Forgach earned Second 
Team All-NEC honors with his 
second place fi nish in the 5000m 
(15:17.28). Randy Hadzor also tal-
lied team points with an eighth 
place fi nish in the distance event.

The 4x400 relay team consist-
ing of three freshmen and a senior 
(Kelsey, McLeod, Vuono and Mc-
Carney) tallied eight team points 
for the Hawks with their second 
place effort, crossing the line in 
3:19.86.  The DMR squad consist-
ing of Yasser Barr, Derrik Keich, 
Doherty and freshman Ben Hut-
terer took home fourth place for 
the Hawks.

Freshman Reggie McLeod was 
fourth in the 400m dash with his 
time of 50.12.  Chris Vuono and 
Patrick McCarney earned fourth 
and fi fth place in the 500m, pick-
ing up points for the Hawks.  
Vuono also placed seventh in the 
200m dash with his time of 22.68. 
Alex Bowers took seventh in the 
triple jump with a distance of 42’ 
4”, while junior Chris Tanzola was 
also seventh in the 60m hurdles.  
Chris Taiwo also picked up a sev-
enth place fi nish in the 60m.

As a team the Hawks had fi ve 
First Team All-Conference perfor-
mances and 10 Second Team All-
NEC performances on the day.

Women Take First, Men Second 
at NEC Indoor Championships

PRESS RELEASE

Last week, Monmouth senior 
Christian Keller was named NEC 
Field Athlete of the Week for the 
third time this season after throw-

ing a personal best in the shot put 
at the Delaware Thomson Invite 
last Saturday.

As the NEC Indoor Champion-
ships loomed, Keller appeared 
poised to keep the shot put title in 
Hawk hands.  Last year’s third-
place fi nisher has shown the ability 
to capture the title that teammate 
Nick Williams held a year ago.  
Keller hit the biggest throw in the 
NEC this season at the Delaware’s 
Thomson Invite en route to claim-
ing his third NEC Field Athlete 
of the Week award of 2008.  His 
mark of 17.10m (56’ 1.25”) is a new 

PRESS RELEASE

Keller, Losey 
Recognized for 
Performances

personal best and stands more 
than a half-meter better than the 
conference’s second-ranked per-
formance.

Keller didn’t dissappoint as the 
favorite in the shot put, winning 
the event with a throw of 56’ 4”, 
while helping the Hawks take sec-
ond at the NEC Indoor Champion-
ships.

This week, sophomore track and 
fi eld athlete Michele Losey has 
been named the Monmouth Uni-
versity/WindMill “Top Dog of the 
Week” after helping the Hawk’s 
women’s team to the 2008 North-
east Conference Indoor Champi-
onship this past weekend. 

Losey won the 400m race in 
a time of 56.81, then helped the 
4X400m relay team claim fi rst. 
Losey, along with Illiana Blacks-
hear, Brittany Gibbs and Crystal 
Stein, fi nished the relay in 3:53.94 
to claim fi rst place.

This was the women’s team’s 
third NEC Indoor crown, and fi rst 
since 2003-04.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Michele Losey won the 400m 
race and helped the 4X400m relay 
team take fi rst at the NEC Indoor 
Championships.

 Monmouth First 
Team All-NEC 

Performers
Bill Doherty (800m)

Michelle Losey (400m)

Christian Keller (shot put)

Ed Skowronski (weight 
throw)

Women’s 4x400 Relay 
Team






