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Track captures its third Straight 
Northeast Conference Championship

...19

Wilson Hall hosts the 34th Annual 
Winter Ball

...3

Entertainment

The Dixie Chicks were the big 
winners this year at the Grammys.

...11

Board Approval 
Enables MAC 
to Proceed

Two university employees 
were victims of credit card theft 
late last month, in a case that 
mirrored last February’s report-
ed robberies, according to the 
Monmouth University Police De-
partment. 

Although the alleged thieves 
are not thought to be connected 
to last year’s incident, the MUPD 
have not ruled out the possibil-
ity of the two groups working 
together. 

An initial report of the bur-
glary was made on January 22, 
detailing the theft of two credit 
cards out of an employee’s pock-
etbook in Wilson Hall.  Several 
days later, the MUPD received a 
second report that took place in 
McAllen Hall, with a total of four 
credit cards being stolen. 

The identities of the theft 
victims were not released due 
to school policy. According to 
Det. Sgt. Kenneth Kennedy of 
the MUPD, the thieves charged 
thousands of dollars to the cards 

NicHOLAs sgROi
Contributing writer

Latest Credit Card Thefts 
Resemble Previous Robberies

MUPD Believe Burglaries May Be Related 
WEsLEY cHiN

news editor
in many of the area’s surrounding 
businesses that were hit in last 
year’s incident including Staples, 
Circuit City, and a gasoline sta-
tion in Wall Township.  

“[They purchase] mostly elec-
tronic items, such as lap tops, 
cameras, and games,” said Ken-
nedy.  “Unfortunately, in most of 
these cases, the criminals have 
used the cards to the maximum, 
and they are out of the state be-
fore the owner even realizes the 
cards are not in their wallet.”

Currently, no arrests have been 
made despite video footage cap-
turing the thieves entering Sta-
ples.  Images show that the lat-
est thieves are not the same from 
the February 2006 theft.  How-
ever, police believe that similar 
methods of operation, spending 
locations, and items purchased 
in both incidents indicate a po-
tential connection between the 
groups. 

Kennedy stated that no wit-
nesses were present to the actual 
theft, due to the thieves working 
in groups with lookouts, main-
taining constant communication 
with each through cell phones.  

“These individuals are profes-
sionals, and appear to fit in,” he 

commented.  “If confronted in an 
office, they will simply say they 
are looking for Mr. Smith, Finan-
cial Aid or some other location.”

James Brown, the assistant 
store director of Circuit City in 
Eatontown, claims that fraudu-
lent credit card purchases are not 
uncommon in retail stores.  He 
stated that their cashiers check 
credit cards for a signature and 
validate it by checking a second 
form of identification.  If a cus-
tomer is caught with a fraudulent 
card, the store will decline the 
transaction, then ask the person 
to leave and is banned.

“It comes with the territory,” 
said Brown.  “Every retailer gets 
hit.  Only defensive measures 
can be taken.  No accusations are 
allowed to be made: it’s a store 
policy.”

Eatontown, Shrewsbury, and 
other local police departments 
involved have reported no prog-
ress in the cases.  

According to Kennedy, recent-
ly received information reported 
that several eastern state univer-
sities have been hit by these same 

Thefts continued on pg. 2

Opinion 

sAMANTHA YOUNg
Co editor in Chief

Almost five hours of delibera-
tion led to the final approval of 
the Multipurpose Activity Cen-
ter (MAC) on Thursday, Feb. 8 at 
the West Long Branch Municipal 
Building. With a 5 to 2 vote, the 
University can now take the first 
steps to construct the complex on 
campus.

Monmouth supporters, all 
donned in “Go Hawks” pins, and 
construction opponents filled the 
audience, eager to hear the much 
awaited verdict. At its peak, the 
town meeting was played out in 
front of 75 spectators including 
city residents, University staff 
and students.

Looking Back
In December 2006, the Univer-

sity went before the zoning board 
to receive approval for the MAC. 
The motion was rejected with a 
4 to 3 vote. In cases of variance, 
five affirmative votes are neces-
sary.

The University’s motion to re-
consider was brought about by a 
miscommunication between West 
Long Branch Police Chief Arthur 
Cosentino and board member 
Douglas Bostwick. Although 
Cosentino had numerous con-
versations with the MUPD about 
traffic and parking procedures 
during MAC events, he was un-
aware a tangible form of the plan 
existed. While the MUPD was 
in possession of the plan, it was 
waiting to formally submit it to 
the zoning board.  

In January, the University 
once again met in front of the 
board to discuss their proposed 
plan. Originally, the MAC was to 
have 4,842 seats and 16 capacity 
events, which consists of a mini-
mum of 4,000 spectators. At the 
end of the meeting the move to 
reconsider was granted with the 
stipulation that 720 seats would 
be removed from the floor plan 
and four capacity events would 
be eliminated from the Universi-
ty’s proposal. 

The Plan
Last Thursday’s meeting was 

the last step for the University in 
a successful acquisition of MAC 
approval. The job of the board 
was to question the thoroughness 
of the University’s traffic and 
parking plans and to make sure 
the project would be in the city’s 
best interest. The board members 
included Rocco W. Christopher, 
Irven Miller, Samuel Guidetti, 
James Meola, John Aria, Doug-
las Bostwick, Ellen Anfuso, and 
Thomas Klein.

 In preparation for the meet-
ing, WLBPD Captain Lawrence 
Mihlon met with Patricia Swan-
nack, Vice President for Admin-
istrative Services, and MUPD 
Chief William McElrath to de-
vise a plan capable of directing 
and monitoring traffic surround-
ing MAC events. This plan was 
then presented in front of the 
board.

Titled, “Joint Traffic and Park-
ing Plan,” the slideshow, outlined 
the following key points: 

• The plan will be implemented
for all events in excess of 3,000 
spectators.

• The University will give a
minimum of seven days notice to 
the WLBPD.

• In an effort to efficiently di-
rect traffic during these events, 
“No Parking” signs will be placed 
on applicable borough streets.
o The signs and any subse-

quent needs in this capacity will 
be paid for by the University.

• MUPD officers will assist the
WLBPD in the patrolling of sur-
rounding streets during events.

• Police officers will be sta-
tioned along the various exits 
routes planned in an effort to dis-
ban crowds in a timely, efficient 
manner.
o If more officers are needed

than available, off duty officers 
from West Long Branch or offi-
cers from neighboring towns will 
be called to assist.
o The expenses for their ser-

vice hours will be reimbursed by 

MAc continued on pg. 12
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(Left) Irven Miller, Thomas Klein and Rocco Christopher during deliberations (Right) 
Patricia Swannack, Wendell Smith and Marc Policastro presenting the new seating 
design for the MAC at the town meeting February 8 at the WLB Municipal Building. 

Check out one grad student’s 
thoughts on global warming.

...8
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Environmentalists of all back-
grounds gathered at the Magill 
Commons Club Room 109 at 2:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 7,
for the New Jersey Water Watch’s
spring semester kickoff meeting.

The meeting opened with a warm 
welcome and brief explanation 
about the New Jersey Water Watch 
(NJWW) Monmouth Chapter. The 
fi rst speaker was Professor John 
Tiedemann, Assistant Director of 
the Urban Coast Institute. Tiede-
mann teaches courses in marine 
science and environmental biol-
ogy at Monmouth and also teaches 
at Brookdale Community College. 
He talked about the importance of 
educating people about the water 
in New Jersey and said the group 
offers a fun environment for stu-
dents of all majors to get involved 
and help out their community. 

Another key speaker was Matt 
Elliot, Director of the Water 
Watch program in New Jersey. 
Elliot explained that the program 
is statewide, and many differ-
ent colleges are joining together 
to reach a common goal through 
Water Watch. He talked about the 
start of the funding 13 years ago, 
and mentioned the 8,000 to 13,000 
volunteers NJWW works with 
each year.

“It was great to see so many 
Monmouth students out and ac-
tive, showing that they care about 
the environment,” said Elliot, who 
goes from school to school to 
speak with students. 

After the speakers fi nished, each 
of the group leaders introduced 
themselves and gave an explana-
tion on their individual group’s 
goals and interests. Groups in-
cluded stream monitoring, com-
munity forum, and education. 

The stream monitoring group 
used pictures and maps to show 
their interests, which included go-

ing out and monitoring streams, 
pipes, and waterways for safety. 
The group would be given a map 
showing drain pipes and other 
manmade structures, and would 
then go out and observe the struc-
tures, checking for unmapped 
items and blocks in the systems. 

The educational group had the 
most members; it consisted of vol-
unteers who would help to gather 
resources and promote education 
of the NJWW and its goals. In 
this group, each student is able to 
use his or her own personal con-
nections to bring in funds, recruit 
volunteers, and promote aware-
ness throughout the state. Some 
advertising techniques the group 
discussed were visiting schools, 

recruiting boy and girl-scout 
groups, facebook events, radio an-
nouncements, and tables with stu-
dents handing out fl yers. 

The community forum group 
focused on gathering the impor-
tant speakers for the community 
forum, which is being held on 
March 28 on campus. The group 
also chooses speakers for bulk 

meetings, which 
are held every 
Wednesday at 
2:30 p.m. in the 
Magill Commons 
Club Room 109. 

“It’s very re-
warding seeing 
the difference you 
make at the end,” 
said Jill Roberts, a 
biology major and 
member of the 
community forum 
group. 

Though the meeting was split 
into several groups, each with 
different meeting times during 
the week, the NJWW Monmouth 
Chapter still acts as one. It acts as 
a friendly, open median for stu-
dents to get involved and serve a 
better cause while having fun and 
meeting new people. 

“It’s a great opportunity to meet 
people outside of the classroom,” 
said member Christina Pisanello. 
“Even students you have class 
with, a lot of the time you don’t get 
to really meet them.” 

The element of friendship was 
strong at the kickoff meeting. 
Many students were excited to see 
their friends and meet new ones, 
sharing conversations about the 

Water Watch or campus life. The 
NJWW has many impressive ac-
complishments in the past, leav-
ing shoes that need fi lling. In the 
past the group has taught children 
and families about water cleanli-
ness and awareness, and collected 
over two tons of garbage last se-
mester alone. 

“I’m really, really excited to see 
a group of Monmouth students be-
ing actively involved with envi-
ronmental issues,” said Liz Glynn, 
campus organizer for Water Watch 
at the university. The group hopes 
to greatly expand their numbers 
and feats in the future, inviting all 
to join their quest for clean water.

Any students with interest are 
encouraged to join the weekly 
meetings to receive informational 
packets, talk to individuals who 
have experience, and get to know 
their peers who share the interest 
of maintaining clean water for the 
environment. They pull students 
in with statistics such as “75 per-
cent of NJ waterways are too pol-
luted for fi shing and swimming” 
or “450 community cleanups re-
moved more than 1,000,000 tons 
of trash from New Jersey’s water-
ways.” 

Upcoming events include 
stream monitoring training, K-12 
education on issues, community 
cleanups, community education 
promotions, and the Hurricane 
Katrina Relief Alternative Spring 
Break ’07 project. 

 For additional information, vis-
it www.water-watchonline.org, by 
phone at 732-263-5753 or  email 
at Monmouth@waterwatchonline.
org.

New Jersey Water Watch Fights Pollution
PAUL BAKER
STAFF WRITER

Accelerated MBA Program Begins in Fall

JACQUELINE KOLOSKI
CO EDITOR IN CHIEF

Beginning next fall semester, 
the accelerated MBA program 
will be implemented at Monmouth 
University. Frederick Kelly, dean 
of the school of business adminis-
tration, explained that the current 
MBA program has a preliminary 
core and an advanced core. 

“We have decided that for those 
students who have a recent un-
dergrad business degree from an 
AACSB accredited school that we 
can waive that prelim core and by 
putting together a mixture of reg-
ular courses and hybrid courses…
that we can construct a schedule 
that would allow those students to 
complete the MBA in one calen-
dar year as a cohort group,” said 
Kelly.

By combining regular courses 
with hybrid courses, which are 
taught half in the classroom and 
half on the Internet, graduate busi-
ness students will be able to fi nish 
ahead of schedule as opposed to 
the two years it generally takes to 
complete an MBA.

The program has been in the 
planning stages since last Sep-
tember. In order to determine stu-
dents’ interest, a survey was con-
ducted.

“We did a survey of graduate 
students and graduate applicants 
back in the fall to see how many 

people might be interested in it 
and see if there was a market for 
it,” said Kelly. He added that the 
results showed that students fa-
vored the new program. They then 
went ahead and began developing 
the hybrid courses, decided who 
would teach the courses and es-
tablish a schedule.

“There were also background 
materials that needed to be worked 
out,” said Kelly. “We also had to 
get budgetary approval to make an 
additional faculty line.”

The accelerated MBA program 
will consist of courses that are in 
the current program but the only 
difference is that some courses 
will be offered in hybrid, accord-
ing to Kelly.

Some courses included in the 
curriculum are managerial ac-
counting, business fi nance, ethics, 
law and social responsibility, and 
logistics management.

“Strategic management is the 
capstone course students will have 
to take in the second summer ses-
sion,” added Kelly.

Dr. Min Lu, associate profes-
sor of marketing, will be teaching 
the International Marketing Man-
agement and Marketing Manage-
ment.

“I hope that this program will 
provide more opportunities for 
potential students to seek a fast 
paced program that will help them 
land a job they want and/or speed 
up their career development pace,” 

said Lu.
Dr. Joseph Mosca, the associate 

professor of management and mar-
keting, will be teaching the accel-
erated Human Resource Manage-
ment course. This course will be 
taught in hybrid. “What is going to 
be neat about it is that I am going 
to be teaming up with Dr. Chris-
tensen who is going to be teaching 
the MIS course,” he said.

This combination will allow 
students to complete two courses 
in a compressed amount of time, 
according to Mosca. 

“Dr. Christensen will be in the 
classroom on Mondays with his 
students and on Wednesdays they 
can retrieve the information [on-
line] for this course. On Wednes-
days they will be in the classroom 
with me and then on Mondays 
they can retrieve the information,” 
explained Mosca. He refers to this 
as an on-site course. 

He noted that the biggest ad-
vantage to this is that students 
have more time to access the in-
formation needed for these classes 
and in a timeframe that is better 
equipped for students who have 
jobs.

“Human Resource Manage-
ment…gives them a complete 
understanding about what com-
pliance is,” said Mosca. “So what 
they have to do is teach managers 
how to maintain an environment 
that is not put in the position where 
people can sue you.”

In addition to that, Mosca said 
that they learn about employee 
rights, a deeper defi nition of diver-
sity from a human resource stand-
point, job analysis, job design, and 
job description.

When teaching the class, Mos-
ca said that he teaches by cases. 
Those cases include topics like la-

bor relations, motivation and dis-
cipline, orientation and training, 
and international human resource 
management.

“I think the university will bene-
fi t because it allows students to not 
only obtain a degree in less time, 
it allows them to go through it at 
their pace,” said Mosca. “It will 
not interfere with the student’s 
profession…The way the program 
is designed means that we can fi t 
into the student’s life easier.”

Dr. Guy Oakes, a professor of 

management and marketing, is 
teaching the Ethics, Law, and So-
cial Responsibility course for the 
accelerated MBA program. This 
course is only offered as a regular 
course as opposed to the new hy-
brid method being created for the 
program.

“It considers the bearing on 
managerial strategy and organiza-
tions. Bearing more on the mana-
gerial strategy of two variables 
[which are] the U.S. legal system 
and the options available for man-
agers to make use of. The other 
variable is what is called organi-
zational ethics,” said Oakes. He 
added that the focus of the course 
is to examine what happens with 
the factors of strategy, litigation, 

and production of distribution of 
ethics within an organization.

Oakes mentioned several ben-
efi ts of having this program at the 
University. The fi rst is that stu-
dents will have the ability to com-
plete the master’s degree quicker. 

“It’s probably at the advantage 
of the university to have a larger 
MBA program. This is a way of 
recruiting more students and mak-
ing the MBA program more vis-
ible then it would otherwise be. 
This is to everybody’s advantage 

because as the university becomes 
more visible it benefi ts you and 
me,” said Oakes.

Oakes said another benefi t is 
the hybrid courses. “The hybrid 
courses will encourage professors 
to experiment in how they teach.” 
He hopes that these benefi ts take 
affect within the program.

“Basically we are hoping to 
bring into the program a group 
of highly motivated individuals 
who…will be able to build a really 
strong cohesiveness that will last 
beyond their graduate degree pro-
gram here, build friendships, and 
business networks that will carry 
on into the future...,” said Dean 
Kelly of his hopes for the acceler-
ated MBA program.

“This is a way of recruiting more 
students and making the MBA 

program more visible then it would 
otherwise be.”

DR. GUY OAKES
Professor of Management and Marketing

New program allows students to complete masters in business in one year

“I’m really excited 
to see a group of 

Monmouth students being 
actively involved with 

environmental issues.”
LIZ GLYNN

NJ Water Watch Campus Organizer

thefts.  He said that local po-
lice departments deal with these 
crimes as well, as thieves target 
offi ce buildings where secretar-
ies maintain open work areas. 

MUPD only has jurisdiction 
over the actual theft of the credit 
cards themselves, and has no con-
trol over investigations regarding 
the fraudulent charges commit-
ted off campus.  

“These are diffi cult cases to 
solve,” said Kennedy.  “The best 
hope for an arrest in this type of 
case is either with the help of an 
alert employee who observes the 
theft or with the help of a store 
employee at the time the cards 
are used.”

Kennedy believes that the indi-
viduals involved in the crime will 
return to the university when they 
feel it is safe.  Although a new 
Hawk Alert has not been issued, 
MUPD have e-mailed university 
employees the original notice 
sent last year, and advise the 
campus community to exercise 
caution with their belongings.  
They recommend safeguarding 
all belongings to remove the op-
portunity for a crime to be com-
mitted.

“Our best defense in prevent-
ing this type of crime is a well 
informed public,” Kennedy said.  
“It’s important to understand the 
theory of crime prevention:make 
it as diffi cult as possible for some-
one to commit the crime, in the 
hopes that they will move on in 
search of an easier target – hope-
fully away from Monmouth .

Thefts continued from pg. 1
Credit Card Theft

Due to illness within the staff, The Outlook, which is nor-
mally published on Wednesdays, was printed a day later. This 

was a one-time occurence. We appreciate your understanding in 
this matter. 

TO OUR READERS:
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STUDENT SPECIALS

“Order, order! Do you kids 
wanna be like the real UN, or 
do you just wanna squabble 
and waste time?” an annoyed 
Seymour Skinner announced. 
Unlike the simulation taken 
place in Springfi eld Elementary 
where the Japanese representa-
tive (Nelson Muntz) decides to 
take advantage of his diplomatic 
immunity to shove chopsticks 
up a fellow delegates’ nose, the 
model UN offered here in Mon-
mouth University is much more 
orderly, where even Principal 
Skinner may be amazed at the 
progress shown in this year’s 
class. In case you have no idea 
what Model UN even is, it puts 
students in a realistic simulation 
of the actual United Nations and 
other international crisis man-
agement bodies, with MU rep-
resenting the Republic of Chad 
this year. In the end, the course 
assists students in preparing 
for their roles as distinguished 
diplomats at the National Mod-
el United Nations conference 
held in New York City.  This 
conference is the largest and 
oldest Model UN conference 
in the world. It brings together 
over 3,000 students from more 
than 25 countries, part of which 
takes place within the actual 
United Nations building. Be-

fore you turn the next page 
because you think this sounds 
way out of your league, think 
about this: students in Model 
UN learn research, problem 
solving, consensus building, 
confl ict resolution, writing, 
and public speaking skills that 
will be benefi cial in any pro-
fessional career they pursue. 
These are invaluable tools to 
develop to be successful in 
your undergraduate experience 
and beyond. Even if, for some 
strange reason you still seem 
disinterested, at least give the 
Model UN class your support, 
because it needs it desperately. 
The Model UN course will no 
longer be offered as a class af-
ter this year, but students can 
experience the Model UN next 
year through the Global Service 
Project Club. 

The group will be hosting 
“Bingo Night,” on February 
20th at 8pm in Anacon Hall. 
There will also be a silent auc-
tion for Comedy Club and 6 
Flags Great Adventure tickets. 
Take notice in that this group 
needs you, the students, to sur-
vive. 

Please come support your 
Monmouth University Model 
UN team by attending this 
event and the Political Science 
department for their continued 
effort in building students with 
great character and esteem.

DAVID KRATZ
BRIAN KIM

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Get Involved: 
Support Model UN

Saturday night proved to be a 
night in Paris for more than 380 
Monmouth University students 
and guests.  The 34th annual Win-
ter Ball, sponsored by the Resi-
dents Hall Association, was held 
in Wilson Hall from 7 p.m. to 
midnight.  It is the second longest 
standing tradition besides Ebony 
Night at Monmouth University.  

Co-chairs for the Winter Ball 
included seniors Stacey Ciprich 
and Caitlin Carroll, who were 
in charge of the committee and 
the planning.  The committee 
planned months in advance for 
the night, coordinating every last 
detail.  “The committee was the 
best we’ve had so far.  Everyone 
involved was more than willing to 
do anything that was needed in or-
der for the night to be a success,” 
said Carroll.

Guests started arriving in their 
evening attire around 7 p.m. Stu-
dents were encouraged to attend 
with their friends, dates, or solo.  
The night was for everyone to en-
joy, no matter who people went 
with. 

 “I had so much fun at the Win-
ter Ball.  It was the kind of event 
where you didn’t have to bring a 
date to have fun, but you could 
just hang out with your friends, 
eat a good meal, and dance to 
some good music.  My friends and 
I will defi nitely be attending next 
year,” said MU freshman Vanessa 
Vernile.  

There was a simple cocktail hour 
that gave everyone the chance to 
mingle and meet new people.  At-
tendees munched on mini chicken 
cordon blue bites, coconut shrimp, 
and mozzarella sticks, all while 
proceeding to their tables.  

Wilson Hall Transforms 
into a Night in Paris

All 40 tables graciously dazzled 
Wilson Hall, spreading through-
out the Conservatory, Versailles 
Room, and the Great Hall.  Din-
ner was served once everyone was 
settled. The dinner consisted of a 
buffet that fi lled one of the Wilson 
Hall rooms with an array of deli-
cious foods.  Items such as salad, 
mash potatoes, pasta, vegetables, 
chicken franchise, and rolls were 
offered to suit most people’s 
tastes.

After dinner, the dance fl oor was 
jammed.  If you ever wondered 
what over 300 people looked like 
dancing in Wilson Hall, Saturday 
was the night to fi nd out.  The DJ 
played hits, slow songs, and even 
took requests.  

The music at the Ball brought 
life and amusement to the al-
ready energetic crowd.  “Everyone 
looked wonderful and the music 
was great! The decorations also 
came out beautiful,” said sopho-
more Kimberli Gerechoff.   

With the night’s J’adore Paris 
theme, no detail was left out.  The 
theme colors were black, red and 
silver, being displayed in the table 
cloths, napkins, balloons, and dec-
orations.  Paris was represented in 
the Eiffel Tower confetti on the 
tables to the French dressing for 
the salad.  

But nothing completed the feel 
like the giant 18-foot Eiffel Tower 
on display and the giant Arch de 
triumph over the staircase.  “This 
year’s Winterball turned out like a 
dream.  As a graduating senior, it 
was a little sad to see it all end, but 
knowing I was a part of it all made 
me feel incredible,” said Anthony 
Esposito, a committee member.

“It’s a lot of fun and gives peo-
ple a night of dinner and dancing 
in one of the most beautiful build-
ings,” said Carroll.  

“I would defi nitely recommend 
it for anyone who has not gone be-
fore to consider going next year,” 
said Gerechoff.

JACQUELYN BODMER
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY of Jacquelyn Bodmer

The Winter Ball Committee stands by a replica of the Arch 
de Triumph, one of the backdrops at this year’s event.

There’s a new reason to exer-
cise at the North end of the Long 
Branch Promenade. Nestled in 
front of the beach off Cooper 
Avenue, a gem awaits. Thanks 
to TRUE Fitness, a friendly, 
health oriented fi tness center 
located adjacent to Promenade 
Beach Club, members feel a 
buzz of excitement. As you ap-
proach the front desk greeted by 
a smiling and knowledgeable 
staff member, you notice that 
“feeling;” a welcoming, clean, 
completely non-intimidating 
atmosphere leads to a mix of 
cardio, free weight and machine 
stations and a desire to get and 
stay healthy.  

Owners Allison Hajek and Te-
resa Ryan combine their health 
care, fi tness and business expe-
rience to offer a unique take on 
the concept of a gym. Teresa, a 
physical therapist and certifi ed 
sports conditioning specialist 
whose practice TRUE Physical 
Therapy is housed within the 
fi tness center has a vision of 
teaching members preventative 
health and fi tness, safe exercise 
and sound nutritional aware-
ness in a low key environment. 
As patients already know and 
members will soon learn, the 
care, personalized treatment, 
level of humor and expert guid-
ance in the physical therapy 
offi ce overfl ows onto the gym 
fl oor. Blending the fi elds of fi t-
ness with rehabilitation makes 
perfect sense.  Core stability, 
proper form, strengthening and 
fl exibility allow for improving 

posture, enhancing fi tness lev-
els, preventing injury and in-
creasing energy. Experienced 
exercisers can consult for ad-
vice or different ideas, or con-
tinue with independence.  Nov-
ices will be instructed, guided 
and monitored. Allison ex-
pands her business background 
with the realization that not 
everyone loves working out, so 
approaching the fi tness center 
with attainable goals in mind 
helps to stay focused. She offers 
those who need it support for 
their workouts and attendance, 
putting members’ individual 
desires at the foreground. Look 
for her to offer some gourmet 
tips towards TRUE, healthful 
and incredibly fl avorful cook-
ing (and perhaps sampling) to 
complement improving fi tness 
levels.

Services offered with mem-
bership include a TRUE, sched-
uled orientation so new and 
experienced exercisers become 
familiar with their workouts. 
Goal setting assistance and 
progress monitoring help boost-
er motivation and track success. 
Early next year, instructional 
classes on form, stretching and 
stability will be offered. Ad-
ditional services available by 
appointment are physical ther-
apy, personal training, sports 
specifi c training and massage 
therapy. Members note the fam-
ily-like, cheery atmosphere and 
state that even on those tough 
days, the good feelings before, 
during and after workouts lead 
them back to TRUE Fitness…
and you never even new we 
were here!

True Fitness
PRESS RELEASE
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Danielle Ellement: One of a Kind
Student Finds Love While Inspiring Those Around Her
DANIEL ROTH
EDITOR AT LARGE

Born and raised in Thousand Oaks, 
California, senior Danielle Ellement 
was raised in a family that supported 
her. They never treated her differ-
ently even though she was born deaf. 
“I really never emphasized the idea 
that she was facing adversity. We just 
raised her the same way we raised 
our other children, and to deal with 
each issue accordingly.” Her mother 
went on to explain, “She had a nor-
mal childhood, and being the young-
est of three, her siblings learned sign 
at a very young age, so they had the 
usual sibling rivalries.” 

While her family was greatly sup-
portive, not everyone was as under-
standing. Danielle’s high school soft-
ball coach refused to put her on the 
varsity team. Danielle and her family 
felt that her being deaf was the main 
reason, as her stats alone should have 
garnered her a permanent spot in the 
varsity rotation. It got so bad that be-
fore her senior year, Danielle’s parents 
decided it was time for her to transfer 
to another school so she would be 
able to showcase her talents.

For her new team, Danielle ful-
fi lled all expectations. In her fi rst 
season with her new team, Danielle 
got the ultimate satisfaction when she 
faced her old team. In what was a nail 
biting 18-inning thriller (normal soft-
ball games last 7 innings), Danielle 
pitched them all striking out 29 bat-
ters. By the end of her senior season, 
Danielle had amassed an outstanding 
.82 era, made the all-county team, 
and had received scholarships to a 
wide variety of colleges. 

One of these colleges happened 
to be Monmouth. Even though it 
was on the other side of the country, 
Monmouth offered what many others 
could not. In addition to a full schol-
arship, Monmouth was able to give 
Danielle a full-time interpreter for all 
her classes, practices, and any cam-
pus event she wished to attend. “It’s 
great, many schools don’t have the 
kind of service Monmouth does. It’s 
hard to fi nd a school that will offer a 
full scholarship and good service for 

me. It also has the perfect class size 
and a beautiful campus. After all it 
was education that I wanted, so it was 
perfect,” she expressed.

Despite all the positives, Danielle 
realized she would be the only deaf 
student on campus. “Most deaf stu-
dents would not go to college being 
the only deaf student in the whole 
school,” said Danielle, a communica-
tion and psychology major. “I grew 
up with a hearing family, and went to 
regular middle and high schools. It’s 
different for me; I can do it and have 
experienced it already.”

  However, Danielle still found it 
diffi cult to connect with people on 
campus. At fi rst, she was pretty much 
relegated to her interpreters, note-
pads, and lip-reading skills for com-
munication. The fi rst place she turned 
to was the Catholic Center. Growing 
up in a very religious and spiritual 
family, this was where Danielle felt 
the most comfortable it is also the 
place she met her future fi ancé, An-
drew Bowler.

During the fall 2003 semester, 
Andrew was a senior majoring in 
elementary and secondary educa-
tion, and mathematics, while work-
ing on a minor in psychology. He 
was also one of the leaders of the 
Catholic Center over the last four 
years. When Danielle arrived at the 
center, Andrew had never known 
anyone who was deaf and had no clue 
how to sign. However, as soon as she 
walked in, that all changed. Andrew 
recalled their fi rst encounter, “It was 
very much like a movie, everything 
slowed down, stars sparkled around 
her, she was the most beautiful girl I 
had ever seen; from the fi rst moment 
I was sure I was going to marry her,” 
he said.

 A diffi cult journey was still ahead. 
When he fi rst saw her with the inter-
preter he became fearful, but tried 
learning about Danielle through her 
interpreter.

 Andrew recalled the fi rst conver-
sation between them when he asked 
for her name. He carries in his wallet 
a little piece of paper which consists 
of Danielle’s name written in pen. 

After that fi rst conversation things 

slowed down and the two stopped 
talking. Realizing how tough it was 
going to be, Andrew tried to forget 
about her but to no avail. He went 
to Barnes & Noble and purchased 
his fi rst sign language book. At this 
point, Danielle had stopped going to 
the Catholic Center and it had been 
a while since the two had seen each 
other. 

One day while sitting in the student 
center Andrew spotted Danielle and 
using his newly acquired knowledge 
of sign language went and asked her 
how she was doing. Danielle remem-
bers being impressed, commenting 
that many people say they want to 
learn sign language but very few take 
the time to actually follow through. 

This was the beginning of a ro-
mance that began with dates to 
basketball games where she taught 
Andrew how to sign, moved on to 
talking until 2 to 4 a.m., and even-
tually led to Andrew popping the 
question one day while the two were 
throwing around a softball. As they 
were doing pop-up drills Andrew 
purposely threw the ball way up into 
the air where Danielle would have 

to chase, he then went to his car and 
pulled out a white ball that he had 
written, “I Love you. Will you marry 
me?” When she threw the ball back 
Andrew slyly switched the balls and 
threw her the one with the writing. 
When she caught the ball she read it 
over and over stunned. As she stood 
there Andrew walked up and got 
down on one knee.  After asking if 

he was serious, Danielle fi nally gave 
a resounding “yes.”

During the course of this romance 
Danielle founded the American Sign 
Language class that takes place ev-
ery Thursday evening in the Catholic 
Center. The idea was for Danielle, 
who is now vice president of the cen-
ter, to be able to talk to more people 
on campus.  Over the last three years 
it has done just that. With an average 
of 10 people every week, Danielle 
teaches everything from how to order 
food, how to tell your valentine that 
you love them, and different ways to 
talk during class. 

Danielle has inspired many people 
including Catholic Center adminis-
trator and ASL group sponsor Diana 
Zambrano. “When I met Dani as a 

freshman, we started the club so stu-
dents can have more conversations 
with her. As she started teaching the 
ASL class weekly I fell in love with 
both Dani and the language and now 
I am in an interpreting program,” she 
said.

When Danielle graduates this 
May, she doesn’t expect anyone to 
take over the club. Sophomore biol-
ogy major and ASL class attendee 
Emy Rothenberger remarked, “I will 
absolutely miss the great times that I 
have had in sign class over the past 
year and a half. Dani is one of the 
greatest friends I could ask for, and 
she has made the sign class one of the 
highlights of my week. Not having 
the program next year will be a very 
hard thing for me, and I will miss 
both the class and Dani terribly.” 

Whether it is on the softball fi eld, 
in the classroom, running the ASL 
program, working in the Catholic 
Center, or spending time with her fi -
ancée, Danielle has a moving affect 
on people wherever she goes. “I had 
Danielle in class. She is an amazing, 
amazing student. She raises the level 
of dialogue within the class room 
and gets everyone to keep up,” said 
Beverly Peterson, a communication 
professor and head of the Two River 
Film Festival.

After graduation, Danielle and 
Andrew will be moving back to Cali-
fornia where she hopes to become a 
counselor for deaf people in the fi eld 
of mental health, and a sign language 
teacher at the high school level.

Even though people may say Dani-
elle has had it rough, she takes some-
thing away from every experience. 
She learned never to let anyone tell 
her what she can or cannot do from 
her high school days, and to follow 
her dreams. Anyone that has ever 
spent time with her comes away with 
admiration for how she chooses to 
live life, not because she is deaf, but 
because of the type of heart-warm-
ing, sweet, and caring person she is. 
She has touched the life of so many 
and is a role model for all ages. Dani-
elle has left a lasting impression that 
will carry on long after she’s back in 
California.

PHOTO COURTESY of Danielle Ellement

Danielle Ellement and fi ancé Andrew Bowler met at the 
Catholic Center. Ellement even taught him sign language.

In a fi rst-of-its-kind lawsuit that 
could affect thousands of college stu-
dents who think they are overcharged 
for textbooks, two Daytona Beach 
Community College students have 
sued the nation’s largest collegiate-
bookstore chain and their school.

The class-action suit, fi led in 
Orlando’s federal court, alleges un-
fair and illegal pricing practices and 
seeks to recover at least $5 million 
in damages. It accuses the Follett 
Higher Education Group and DBCC 
of overcharging students pennies on 
each used-book sale and underpay-
ing them when buying books back.

Though that may amount to only 
a few bucks each semester, the stu-
dents argue that, when multiplied by 
thousands of students at each of the 
company’s more than 750 bookstores, 
it adds up to millions.

Co-plaintiffs Thomas Rebman and 
Danny Brandner also say the college 
is “complicit” in the textbook compa-
ny’s actions because through DBCC’s 
contract with Follett, it receives up to 
10.5 percent of all bookstore revenues 
annually. In a recent 12-month peri-
od, the college reported collecting at 
least $400,000 in commissions from 
Follett’s operations on the school’s 
fi ve campuses.

“This isn’t about me or Mr. Brand-

Daytona Beach students try class-action suit over book prices
ner,” Rebman said. “It’s that still to 
this day, students are overcharged . 
. ., and they (DBCC administrators) 
refuse to enforce the contract.”

The suit fi led in late September is 
unique, according to attorneys and 
industry experts, and may have im-
plications for thousands of students 
nationwide if a judge allows it to go 
forward as a class action.

Textbook prices have rankled col-
lege students for years. Student-gov-
ernment coalitions and advocacy 
groups in 14 states launched a cam-
paign in 2003 that included a push to 
persuade colleges to negotiate better 
prices with book publishers.

A Government Accountability 
Offi ce report in 2005 found college-
book prices have increased at twice 
the rate of infl ation in the past two 
decades. A congressional advisory 
committee is undertaking a yearlong 
study to fi nd ways to rein in prices.

National Association of College 
Stores fi gures show used books ac-
counted for $1.9 billion in sales dur-
ing the 2004-05 academic year. New 
books accounted for $4.4 billion dur-
ing that same time period.

“Mr. Rebman and our law fi rm 
are seeking to recover for every stu-
dent who was overcharged . . . or was 
underpaid when they sold back their 
books,” said Marc Wites, a South 
Florida attorney who specializes in 
class-action suits.

`WE ARE IN COMPLIANCE’

Pam Goodman, a Follett Corp. 
spokeswoman, would not address the 
lawsuit’s allegations.

“Follett believes this suit is without 
legal basis,” said Goodman, reading 
a company statement.

Goodman said she couldn’t discuss 
specifi c store operations, but the com-
pany has “different pricing” at hun-
dreds of stores nationwide. The Oak 
Brook, Ill., company does more than 
$2 billion in annual sales through its 
fi ve education-related divisions.

“Follet’s pricing is governed by the 
agreements we have with the indi-
vidual institutions we serve,” Good-
man said. “And we take great care to 
ensure we are in compliance with the 
terms.”

DBCC offi cials would not com-
ment, referring all questions to Good-
man.

The fi ve-count complaint alleges 
breach of the contract between Fol-
lett and the college, violations of the 
Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade 
Practices Act and a civil conspiracy.

Before the fall semester began 
in August, Rebman and Brandner 
say, their college bookstore illegally 
rounded up the prices of used books 
to the next 25-cent increment. Used 
books that should have cost $88.69 
and $85.31 were sold to them for 
$88.75 and $85.50, respectively, they 
argue.

And when they sold books back 
to the store, they say the store paid 

them less than 50 percent of the new 
retail price as required by the con-
tract. Examples cited in the suit in-
clude the return of a college-algebra 
book that cost $118.25 new but was 
bought back by the store for $56.25, 
or less than half its new price. In that 
transaction, the student should have 
received $59.12, the suit says.

An online check of Follett’s DBCC 
bookstores in late November showed 
that used books required for next 
semester’s classes are still being 
marked up to the nearest quarter. 
Prices for used-book buybacks were 
not available.

In 2006, DBCC and Follett in re-
sponse to student complaints each 
conducted audits of the campus 
bookstore. College offi cials refused to 
discuss the results with the Sentinel. 
A joint statement released by Good-
man, Follett and DBCC said “audits 
confi rmed that Follett is abiding by 
the terms of its agreement.”

A legal expert said the lawsuit may 
impact Follett’s operations at its more 
than 750 college bookstores in the 
U.S. and Canada. In Florida, Follett 
has a presence on at least 60 cam-
puses.

À PRETTY GOOD HURDLE’
Stanley Talcott, a professor and 

former dean of Barry University’s 
law school, said the challenge fac-
ing the students and their attorneys 
is to prove they can represent peers 
beyond their campus.

“They’ve got a pretty good hurdle 
getting this certifi ed as a class-action 
suit,” he said. “If they can expand it 
beyond the Daytona Beach Commu-
nity College students, they’ll certain-
ly get Follett’s attention.”

Rebman, 45, briefl y worked at a 
Follett bookstore in 2004 and will 
transfer to the University of Central 
Florida next semester to continue his 
pursuit of becoming an elementary-
school teacher.

Brandner, an Edgewater resident 
who Rebman said is in his 20s, could 
not be reached for comment.

Albert Greco, a business professor 
at Fordham University who follows 
the college-textbook industry, said 
bookstores are “hardly price goug-
ing” and instead provide high-quality 
books at low prices.

“We live in the age of litigation, 
so the lawsuit doesn’t surprise me,” 
Greco said. He said Follett is a repu-
table company and found the stu-
dents’ legal claims “interesting.”

Holland & Knight LLP attorneys, 
who are representing Follett and the 
college, have fi led a motion to dis-
miss the lawsuit, saying the students 
are not parties to the contract and are 
attempting to paint “themselves as 
third-party benefi ciaries” of the con-
tract.

A federal judge next will decide 
whether the student’s claims should 
apply to a larger student body and 
can be certifi ed as a class action.

PEDRO RUZ GUTIERREZ
KRT ARCHIVES
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The editorial this week is a way 
for me to lay out all my cards on 
the table. Before going any further, 
I will say that this is going to be 
about the one, the only, the Mul-
tipurpose Activity Center (MAC). 
So, if you don’t want to read, feel 
free to skip to another section.

I know it feels, at least to me, as 
if this debate has been beaten to 
death with no end in sight. But I am 
asking you to trust me. 

I haven’t exactly hidden my dis-
dain for the MAC – the idea of 
yet another gymnasium. From my 
point of view, I saw it as an intru-
sion. It would be great for the school 
and would most likely have a lot to 
offer, but just never seemed like it 
would fi t in our cozy atmosphere 
here on campus – a stadium over-
shadowing the rest of our campus.

And, as is my job here at The 
Outlook, I wrote about my feelings 
in my last editorial. While trying to 
explain the latest series of hoops the 
University has put itself through to 
satisfy all conditions of the town, I 
put in my two cents as well. 

Most notably, I claimed that the 
University should take more time 
and worry about the students and 
buildings they already have. Then, 
once that has been completed, 
work on the MAC. In no way can 
the University do, or be expected 
to do, everything. So my thinking 
was, “Why try?”

It’s been two weeks and a series 
of events has occurred through 
which I have tweaked my posi-
tion a bit. On the fi rst page you can 
clearly see the big news this week 
- the MAC has been approved. The
day has fi nally come. Those of you
who pay close attention to detail
might also have noticed who wrote
the article. That’s right, me.

Now, most would say I have just 
committed an ethical mistake – a 
confl ict of interest, if you will. 

When I found out about the hear-
ing, to be quite honest, I didn’t 
want to go. I thought it would be 
another onslaught of concerns 
and complaints, interrupted by 
the claps and boos of those in at-
tendance. Rest assured, it was all 
those things. But, underneath the 
surface, another issue lay bare. 
That is what I discovered.

Four and a half hours sitting in 
a chair will do some crazy things 
to the human body; not to mention 
your bladder. Nevertheless, the 
journalist inside me remained seat-
ed, taking notes on the town meet-
ing madness unfolding in front of 
my eyes. Approaching it with as 
open a mind as I could muster, I 
realized two things about the situa-
tion known at the MAC debate.

The fi rst is that the University 
is growing. I know anyone who 
looked at the latest enrollment 
numbers could tell that, but it’s not 
necessarily what I mean. When 
I was in high school and told my 
guidance counselor I was going 
to Monmouth, her response was 
something along the lines of “Re-
ally?”

After I got over the immense 
amount of support thrust upon me, 
I started to doubt my choice. Go 
fi gure.

It is now three years later and, 
more often than not, the responses 
I get when I say I go to Monmouth 
are positive, even at times border-
ing on jealous. To quote one girl, “I 
wanted to go there.”

From this, I am trying to convey 
nothing more than the school has 
changed. Is it a small school? Yes. 
Referring to Jacqueline’s editorial 
last week, small schools can ac-
complish big things, too. 

I once thought of the MAC as a 
place only to be used by the ath-
letes, to make sure they get atten-
tion, while the academic elements 
get overlooked. 

In essence, I suppose the MAC 
would benefi t everyone in that, if 

people see how we can develop, 
more money would come to the 
school in the form of donations 
and alumni contributions. Having 
worked at the phonathon, I can at-
test to the fact that a large major-
ity of that money does indeed go 
toward scholarships for students. If 
it didn’t, I don’t think I would be 
here at all.

The second thing I learned 
through the last MAC-fi lled week 
was a lesson more suited to every-
day life. People are just never sat-
isfi ed. They want to live in a nice, 
family-oriented town, but they love 
having the University atmosphere 
as well. To most, the collegiate at-
mosphere is a welcome one. But 
when our events infringe on any 
aspect of their social lives, tempers 
fl are.

Education is deemed as a top 
priority. Yet, when a university at-
tempts to educate and train in fa-
cilities befi tting of the times, the 
past is yearned for.

Have I completely changed my 
opinion? No. But, seeing fi rsthand 
the lengths Monmouth and its ad-
ministration went through to ap-
pease the zoning board and the 
residents surrounding the Univer-
sity, my feelings have changed. I 
have become a little more tolerant 
and less quick to judge the school’s 
motives.

For years, Monmouth has tried to 
place students’ best interests above 
all else in deciding the future of 
this institution.

Should we still question their ac-
tions? Of course. That is our job 
as students – to act as a system of 
checks and balances. For me, how-
ever, I have chosen to ride out this 
later adventure. 

Hopefully, I will come back 
when the MAC is built and be 
proven right, that its presence will 
only make those future graduates 
from Monmouth stare their guid-
ance counselors in the face and say, 
“Yeah, I went to Monmouth!”



The Outlook    7February 14, 2007 OP/ED

DESIGN BY Lucio Barbarino

Have an opinion? Of course you do. So, share it. This is an open forum just for you. Use these pages to air out your viewpoints. You can do so by sending articles, cartoons, or photos to 
outlook@monmouth.edu with “opinion” as the subject.

The world is full of people who 
capture the public with their bril-
liancy, celebrity and endless pop-
ularity. The culture is perplexed 
with the monetary awards given 
as a constant reward for their 
prowess. Society is absorbed with 
reports from the media who for-
mulate the words to spread and 
circulate the success of a culture. 
Many are jaded by the paradoxical 
behavior of those who represent 
the powers that be. Some realize 
the manipulation of cultural bias. 
Others see the show and accept 
the world as it has become due to 
diverse cause and action.

This letter solely represents the 
unseen heroes. These are the peo-
ple who pay it forward with pure 
goodness, the will of God in an 
instant and gone in a heart beat, 
but never forgotten. This type of 
honest purity never needs recogni-
tion, for it is the act that lives on. 

However, I feel these individuals 
deserve a moment of time for the 
sake of the people. They are the 
heroes who teach the real lessons 
of life. These people can truly 
change the voice of the ignorant, 
the heart of the empty, the mind of 
the bias, and the evil that daunts 
the goodness that lives. Our so-
ciety is desperate for purity and 
I feel spreading the acts of those 
unseen is a route one must take to 
begin the spread of... God is…

My daughter dorms in Oakwood 
Hall at Monmouth University. She 
is an independent young woman 
who faces daily challenges of a se-
vere physical disability. Her deter-
mination and will to seek her goal 
allows the persistence she needs to 
proceed. This is never easy for any 
college student, but Lindsay must 
overcome various obstacles due 
to her paraplegia that presents its 
own consistent demands.

One day in the life, she needed to 
visit the campus library. She usu-
ally has her cell phone, however, 
this day she did not. While exit-
ing the facility, she realized some 
rough terrain on the sidewalk but 
approached it, as usual to move on 
in her persistence. The obstacle 
prevented her from proceeding 
and she fell out of her wheelchair.  
Her wheelchair continued without 
her and she was left ten feet from 
it. This is not only a chair, this acts 
as her legs and the only way she 

can transport herself throughout 
campus.

Without a phone, she looked 
around and no one was in sight 
at this time. She did not have a 
chance to panic.

“It happened so fast,” she ex-
plained. She looked up and saw 
a car drive around the bend and 
out of it came four young men. 
They approached her, grabbed her 
wheelchair, carried her to it and 
placed her in it. As quickly as the 
act began it ended and they were 
gone. She wasn’t sure if she had 
time to thank them. Who are they, 
and where did they come from. 
Why do they feel they had to be as 
fast as they were, it doesn’t mat-
ter. What matters and needs my 
personal recognition is that it did 
happen. Without hesitation, they 
helped. They did more then lend a 
helping hand, they made a differ-
ence. Any one who makes a differ-

ence is a hero. When she called me 
and told me the story she said she 
never saw them before. I told her 
they must be the angels I pray for 
every day to watch over her.

From the bottom of my heart, I 
want to thank them. I’m sure their 
actions were rewarded within their 
hearts and never escaped from 
the power of God. I have prayed 
for them in my silence. No one 
knew who they were and I hope 
they can read this in print. They 
are truly the unseen heroes that 
touch a life, without recognition, 
help and move on.  In a world of 
distress, distrust, and uncertainty, 
comes the sight of goodness. This 
reminds us of hope, humanity 
and truth. The unseen heroes who 
spread God’s will are the forces 
of light to diminish the darkness. 
You have not just helped a handi-
capped person, you have reminded 
a culture that the simplest gesture 
is the grandest, and does not go 
unnoticed. Our society is in need 
of these acts much more than it 
needs grandiose achievement and 
recognition.

In a world of materialistic gain, 
let us never forget the power that 
exists, never seen, never heard, 
but there, nonetheless. When it 
becomes the will of all people, 
change will come. Thank you, 
young men for displaying human-
kind, and acting on the will…

--Mother of M.U. Student

From the Heart 
of a Mother

This letter solely represents the 
unseen heroes… Thank you, young 

men, for displaying humankind.

Hello M.U., this is your friendly Opinion Editor, Suzanne Guarino. Opinion Editors are generally 
opinionated people (surprisingly) and so I feel it is time that I share my opinions and thoughts with 
you. So here are a few things that have been on my mind this week:

It’s that time of year again for Valentine’s Day in case you didn’t notice with all the love in the air. I 
hope that you can enjoy it. There will always be those bitter people who dread V-Day. You will often 
hear these people grumbling something about how they hate Valentines Day and that it’s just a Hall-
mark holiday that makes you feel as though you have to spend money on someone in order to prove 
your love or a day to make single people miserable. Why can’t we just use this day as a reminder that 
we need to show love to people in our lives? That would be nice, wouldn’t it? I fi nd it hard to think of 
a day when love is the theme as anything less than wonderful, except of course, that we should have 
more days like this. If you do not have a valentine, spend the day nurturing your relationship with 
friends, family, or, perhaps even yourself. Romantic love is not the only form of love.

I was inspired by Lindsay’s story in the article “From the Heart of a Mother” which appears below. 
This is precisely what I’m talking about. Showing warmth, care, and human kindness for the people 

around us is priceless and the most meaningful gift you can ever give some-
one. 

With Valentine’s Day and hearts on our mind in February, I think it’s 
a good month for heart health. So, do some extra walking, eat more veg-
etables and less fatty foods, sleep more, and reduce stress in your life, but 
also, express any negative emotions you feel and be open to love in your life. 
This will keep your heart happy and healthy.

Okay, so on a completely different note, The Grammys were on on Sun-
day and something about that show gets me pumped up and very inspired. 

The Grammy’s are defi nitely classier than other music awards such as the VMA’s. What I found in-
teresting was that The Grammys have been on longer than the Superbowl. Next year will be the 50th 
annual Grammy Awards. Personally, I was very excited that it was a big night for Mary J. Blige and 
her Breakthrough album. However, I wasn’t so delighted to see the Dixie Chicks win the most awards. 
How did that happen? Anyway, The Grammys are amazing and seeing such talent and passion the 
artists embody is what makes the show shine. 

So, let’s keep the Valentines vibe going for a while and focus on love.

“That Crazy Screaming 
Music”

In my 18 years, I have sampled 
many different kinds of music, 
from the classical wonders of Bach 
and Mozart, to the traditional Oki-
nawan folk music of artist Ikue 
Asazaki, and almost everything 
in between. Some of my personal 
musical favorites include such hits 
as “Refl ections”, by Mariah Carey, 
“Mannequin”, by Cradle of Filth, 
“The Flower Duet”, by composer 
Leo Delibes, and of course, “Ely-
sium”, by DJ Scott Brown. While 
being the music connoisseur that 
I am, it is not often that I expose 
others to my music, mainly my 
friends, family, and those close 
enough to me to hear my ever-
playing iPod through my large, 
Bose brand headphones.

My focus in this piece goes to-
ward metal, a very misunderstood 
style of music. While I am not 
here to justify the lyrics, or the 
supposed controversy of its corre-

lation with violent behavior, I am 
going to address a personal phe-
nomenon. Many times, by many 
different people, I am proposed 
the question, “How on Earth do 
you listen to that crazy screaming 
music?”  I could say, “Because I 
like it,” but that really wouldn’t 
support the “how” part of the ques-
tion. It would explain why I listen 
to it. How I can listen to a particu-
lar genre of music, as with anyone, 
is quite simple. It pleases my ears, 
as well as my mind. I believe that 
music, as large of an entity as it 
is, is completely subjective. There 
is absolutely no guarantee that 
what one person likes is what the 
person sitting next to him or her 
likes. I could respond to the ques-
tion at hand by saying, “The gut-
tural sound of someone growling 
to a cataclysmic guitar riff with a 
staccato of double bass drumming 
pleases me, much like the sound of 
classic rock pleases many of our 
parents.” That could be a feasible 
answer. 

The point I am trying to make is 

that music affects different people 
in different ways. Plain and sim-
ple. What one person interprets 
as horrible noise, the other may 
interpret as beautiful, meaningful 
sound. So maybe it is plausible to 
state that when someone asks,

“How do you listen to that?” 
they are actually stating some-
thing along the lines of, “That 
doesn’t please me, so why should 
it please you?”.

In conclusion, music is some-
thing that is different to everyone. 
A person’s individuality is based 
much upon the music that he or she 
listens to, and the fact that people, 
in general are “anti-idiosyncrasy” 
are two very common reasons why 
many people are labeled, one way 
or another. Music, while contrib-
uting to stereotypes, is something 
that is sacred to every individual, 
and should be respected as such.

In a nutshell, take the time to 
understand the person and how 
this music affects him or her be-
fore you ask, “My God, How do 
you listen to that?”

CHRIS AUSTRA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Heart to Heart

“We must love one another or 
perish”. -- Morrie Schwartz
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****NEWS FLASH****
Polynesia, Pacifi c Ocean

Homes evacuated as rising 
seas make habitation impos-

sible
Residents fail to grow fl ip-

pers, gills

Question: Yo, Mickey! 
Where’s da beach?
Answer: Freehold.

My name is John Knox. I am 
currently of sophomore status 
at Monmouth University in 
West Long Branch. I am writ-
ing in response to the editorial 
printed on January 31, 2007. 
The author of this editorial ex-
presses her thoughts and states 
all the possible negative effects 
the construction of the MAC 
(Multipurpose Athletic Cen-
ter) would generate. The author 
fails to address all of the posi-
tive aspects the construction of 
the MAC would create. I fi nd 
it extremely important to ex-
press my opposing thoughts on 
this matter and address reasons 
on how the construction of the 
MAC would immensely im-
prove and benefi t the students 
of Monmouth University.

The author of the editorial 
fi rst talked about how the MAC 
would attack family-oriented 
neighborhoods and increase 
noise pollution, disturbing 
surrounding neighbors “resi-
dential bliss.” I fi nd this to be 
an extreme exaggeration. Dur-
ing my past two years attend-
ing Monmouth, I am unaware 
of any residential complaints 
about the noise level coming 
from within Boylan Gymna-
sium, our current and only in-
door athletic facility. I am fre-
quently found at this facility, 
whether it be attending school 
sporting events, working out 
in the weight room, or playing 
intramural sports with friends 
and colleagues rather than par-
ticipation in underage drinking 
like most typical college stu-
dents would do. Never have I 
heard any excessive noise upon 
entering and exiting the gym, 
let alone any noise at all. I fi nd 
it impossible to believe noise 
would be any kind of problem 
to surrounding neighbors if the 
MAC was built. If anything, 
this would help the overall 
noise level, for giving students 
a place to participate in Mon-
mouth activities rather than 
attend off-campus underage al-

cohol parties, which is the number 
one cause of noise disturbance in 
the West Long Branch area.

Another opposing thought I have 
derives from reading a paragraph 
from the editorial in which the au-
thor claims Monmouth wants to 
construct the MAC to attract more 
students to be more like Rutgers or 
Villanova. She says, “Why can’t 
we just be happy the way things 
are.” Now, it doesn’t take large 
amounts of school spirit to know 
our slogan reads “Where lead-
ers look forward.” The construc-
tion of the MAC is a perfect op-

portunity for Monmouth to move 
forward. We may not be Rutgers 
or Villanova but our men’s basket-
ball team sure does play like them 
despite our limited athletic facili-
ties, as proven when we qualifi ed 
for the NCAA tournament last 
year. With another indoor athletic 
facility, opportunities would be 
endless. Each one of our sports 
organizations would have a place 
to practice during bad weather 
and during that sports off-season. 
I can not stress enough how much 
this would improve Monmouth 
University’s athletics program. 
Not only would this benefi t stu-
dent athletes, but it would greatly 
benefi t student’s participating in 
intramurals.

For some students, being an 
athlete may not always be in the 
cards. There would be no need for 
sports tryouts if everyone was able 
to be a member of the team. For 
these students, intramural sports 

play a great role. As a partici-
pant of seven intramural sports, 
fl ag football, volleyball, soccer, 
softball, basketball, dodge ball 
and the newly introduced Texas 
Hold’em, I fi nd it very diffi cult to 
fully enjoy intramural sports be-
cause of such limited space. For 
example, last night I did not leave 
the gym until after midnight, be-
cause my volleyball game was 
scheduled for 11:15pm. Hav-
ing a class the next day at 8:30 
a.m. does not help this cause ei-
ther, especially for the students
like me who need an adequate
amount of sleep to fully function
the following day.

Unfortunately, playing dur-
ing late night hours is not the 
only problem for intramural par-
ticipants. Because of such lim-
ited space, and so many students 
signed up for intramural volley-
ball, we’re lucky to have a game 
once a week. I’m sure I speak 
for the majority of students par-
ticipating in intramural sports 
by saying the construction of the 
MAC would be overwhelming. 
Not only would we be able to 
play earlier, but we’d also be able 
to play more than once a week. 
Like I said before, this would 
also attract many more students 
to Monmouth intramural ac-
tivities rather than attending off 
campus parties.

I’d like to conclude by restat-
ing once again that the con-
struction of the MAC would 
immensely improve and benefi t 
the students of Monmouth Uni-
versity. It would vastly progress 
our athletic programs by provid-
ing more training facilities and 
space to fully function and im-
prove. It would fi nally provide 
intramural participants with a 
place to compete without having 
games scheduled up until late 
night hours and would keep more 
students out of trouble because of 
an increase in space to engage in 
these intramural activities. The 
MAC would be a tremendous ad-
dition to Monmouth University 
and would greatly improve not 
only the athletic program, but the 
overall experience for students 
and staff.

Beads That Will 
Change Someone’s 

Life

Want an easy simple way to 
change someone’s life? A way that 
is so simplistic it only costs a buck 
and is in a place you most likely 
will visit at least once a day? Next 
Tuesday, February 20, 2007, in 
the Dining hall, Waterwatch will 
be selling Mardi Gra beads from 
9am-8pm. Now you may be think-
ing to yourself, “Gee, self, what 
makes these beads so special and 
what would this money even go 
toward?” Well, each set of beads 
sold puts us closer to our goal of 
helping repair people of the Gulf 
Coast’s lives. The NJ Waterwatch 
program at Monmouth will be 
sending 13 students and the cam-
pus Waterwatch coordinator down 
to New Orleans to rebuild Hurri-

cane Katrina damaged homes dur-
ing this spring break. 

Just in case you forgot about this 
catastrophic event, here is some 
background. A year and a half ago 
there was a catastrophic event that 
affected 15 million Americans in 
7 states, 400,000 jobs were lost, 1 
million people were without pow-
er in Florida, 600,000 pets were 
killed, 705 people are still missing, 
275,000 homes were destroyed, 
there was $110 billion dollars in 
damages (making it the costliest 
storm in history) and 1,836 people 
were killed due to Hurricane Ka-
trina. 

Currently, gambling, the Super-
dome, the Aquarium, Convention 
Center, and French Quarter shop-
ping districts including restau-

LESLIE WEINBERG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Groundhog Sees Shadow,
Future Forecast Gets Gloomier

ANDREW TUFTS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

rants, hotels and shops and cruise 
lines are all up and running in New 
Orleans. Yet there are still people 
in trailers and numerous human 
beings without a home to return 
to at night. There even have been 
permanent facilities set up for vol-
unteers in the gulf coast area and 
it is expected to take up to seven 
years to fully restore everything. 

Rather than picking up a drink 
and laying down on a beach this 
spring break, we will be picking 
up a hammer and laying down 
the foundations for a house and 
for someone’s future. We will be 
driving down to New Orleans (40 
hours in total) and staying in a Lu-
theran-based camp called Camp 
Restore devoted especially for 
gulf coast repair volunteers. 

All proceeds from the fundrais-
er will go directly towards the trip 

costs including van rental, gas and 
donations to Camp Restore. A dol-
lar can buy you a soda, bagel, pen-
cil, cookie, hair clip, a newspaper, 
allow you to make a collect call, 
or could help improve the lives 
of victims devastated by such an 
enormous catastrophic event. So 
please, next Tuesday when you go 
to the dining hall give up that ex-
tra dollar. 

If you are interested in making 
an additional donation either e-
mail: s0603942@monmouth.edu, 
go to the following site: http://
www.waterwatchonline.org/nj/
njww.asp?id2=28348 and put in 
donation for Monmouth Univer-
sity or visit our table in the din-
ing hall. No act of kindness is too 
small. 

Letter to the Editor
A Response to the MAC

JOHN KNOX
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The construction 
of the 

MAC would 
immensely 

improve and 
benefit the 
students of 
Monmouth 
University.

Tuesday, February 20, in the 
Dining hall, Waterwatch will be 

selling Mardi Gras beads...to help 
repair [the lives of people living in 

the Gulf Coast].

I remember a winter four years 
ago that allowed me to work land-
scape the entire season. Despite a 
few days where it was just colder 
than we were accustomed in that 
unseasonably warm winter, there 
was nary a day that necessitated 
insulated work gloves. Some said 
global warming was the cause for 
concern; others said the climatic 
culprit was El Niño. 

Although scientists and Al Gore 
had been warning us for years 
(dare I say decades) about the ef-
fects of global warming, El Niño 
was the easier cause to accept. He 
was alleged to only come around 
approximately every four years – 
like the Winter Olympics or a Rob 
Lowe Christmas special – so ac-
cepting the odd winter wasn’t dif-
fi cult because the following year 
would be better. Sure enough, 
the winter of ’03 brought Honda-
Civic levels of snow that engulfed 
my roommate’s car, which, co-
incidentally, was a Honda Civic. 

All was right again. The seasons 
as we thought we knew them had 
returned. 

Or had they?
Did we notice the snowfalls that 

we received were a little wetter 
than usual? Did we recognize that 
instead of two or three days where 
the summer temperature reached 
100° we had nearly a week where 
the temp threatened that perilous 
mark? Did we notice these gentle 
slaps in the face Mom Nature was 
dishing out?

Hardly, and it’s beyond con-
cerning. We forgot that unsea-
sonably warm winter after only 
fi ve years had passed! And this 
is important why, Andy? Because 
this year El Niño eluded border 
patrol again, and yet weather dis-
cussions have undoubtedly been 
introduced with, “Oh, that silly 
global warming.” Let’s get some-
thing straight. While this winter 
has been predictably warm – until 
the past week – because of the El 
Niño trend, it has been ominously 
warmer than our most recent El 

Niño winter because of global 
warming. I make this distinction, 
not just to be a stickler for detail, 
but because when El Niño is de-
ported this year and the following 
few winters return to a form we’re 
relatively familiar with – “Psst, 
this is my thesis” – we’re going 
to forget, again, that GLOBAL 
WARMING IS STILL HAPPEN-
ING!

Carbon dioxide is still piling up 
in our atmosphere, the ice caps 
are still melting, polar bears are 
still drowning, the rainforests are 
still disappearing, and we’re still 
simultaneously causing and ignor-
ing the problem. We’ve continued 
to make and purchase ridiculously 
oversized autos. We’ve continued 
to strip-mine every tract of land 
we could get our hands on. We’ve 
continued to build (and not even 
sell) nature-free homesteads large 
enough to hold traveling circuses. 
And we’ve continued to dimly 
comment, “Weather’s weird, 
huh?”

Bennies beware: The Jersey 

Shore is endangered. It is a bur-
geoning Polynesia. Beautiful 
beach homes will feature living 
rooms that are only livable dur-
ing low tides. The lake homes that 
were fl ooded in that freak rain 
event two years ago apparently 
do not fl oat like their Dutch coun-
terparts; soon the postman will 
require a submarine to make his 
rounds. The dunes, even if we had 
protected them properly, will not 
be able to resist the rising ocean.

This is the meteor/heat wave/
freeze that ended the dinosaurs 
reign on our planet; and we’re 

staring it in the face, completely 
aware of its consequences and yet 
seemingly accepting of its fate. 
(Does Bausch & Lomb make SPF 
350?) This is the suitcase nuke; 
and we’re all content watching 
the terrorist place his fi nger on 
the trigger and press, press, press 
it without objection while Jack 
Bauer tearfully hugs a tree. We 
are staring at the fate of the planet 
and tempting – no, encouraging 
– it with open arms and a welcome
mat, to come in and have its way
with us (cream with your coffee,
Mr. Eminent Doom?).

This directly affects YOU. You 
are the beach community. You 
are the ones who are going to lose 
your homes. And it’s no longer 
your children’s, children’s chil-
dren who will be affected. It is 
YOU and your children. It is US. 
We have to, we have the ability to, 
and we have the moral duty to do 
something now. 

Question: Will we?
Answer:
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Throughout the past few years in 
this country the Republican Party has 
constantly been blamed for the inva-
sion of Iraq. This makes total sense, 
because of course, the Republican 
Party has comprised the majority 
in government ever since President 
Bush’s election in 2000 and before. 
However, there are more factors than 
their simple majority which must be 
considered before placing a complete 
blame on the Republican Party.

Let’s take our brief overview of 
the confl ict in Iraq to the beginning 
of the war and the political decisions 
and reasoning’s for invasion. It was 
initially believed by the Bush admin-
istration and NATO that weap-
ons of mass destruction were 
being constructed and stock-
piled by Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime. The United States, after 
the invasion, has roved this 
guess to be more or less false. 
No substantial evidence has 
been procured, to this point, 
which leads us to believe that 
chemical weapons of any kind 
remain in Iraq.

The lack of fi nding WMD’s 
in Iraq has lead many to ac-
cuse the Bush administration, 
particularly President Bush 
himself, of outright lying to the 
American public. This allega-
tion makes sense on its surface, 
being as no weapons of mass 
destruction have been found in Iraq. 

However, before we reduce our-
selves to fi nger pointing, let’s review 
why the United States would have 
probable cause to believe Iraq held 
WMD’s. On March 16th, 1988, only 
three years prior to the Gulf War, 
Saddam Hussein’s regime bombed 
a small Iraqi town called Halabja. 
These bombs contained mustard and 
nerve gas. According to a BBC arti-
cle, this bombing lead to the deaths of 
over, at least, three thousand people.

In another article entitled “Danes 
show suspect Iraqi shells” the BBC 
stated that “The former regime of 
Saddam Hussein used blister agents 
against Iranian soldiers during the 
Iran-Iraq war.” Blister agents are 
chemical weapons, similar to mus-
tard gas, which cause blistering of 
the skin, eyes and lungs as they are 
absorbed and usually lead to suffoca-
tion.

What do these facts tell us? These 
facts show that the Iraqi government, 
at one time, not only had weapons of 
mass destruction but was willing to 
use them, and did. They used them 
against rival Iran and against their 
own people.

Further, following the victory of 
the coalition during the Gulf War 
in 1991, the United Nations ordered 
weapon inspectors to Iraq in order 
to ensure the country no longer had 
WMD’s or the capability to manufac-
ture them. You may remember, via 
the news, these inspections occurring 
throughout the 1990’s. However, the 
inspections did not make the news 
due to their success. They made the 
news because of Saddam Hussein’s 
failure to cooperate. Weapons inspec-
tors were turned away from certain 
areas, and not allowed into certain 
buildings and certain complexes for 
over a decade. If the Iraqi’s weren’t 
hiding anything, they sure made it 
look like it.

President Bush did not lie to the 
American public as so many would 
like to gleefully claim. Even if he did, 
there is little way of proving it, so for 
anyone to outright publicly accuse 
him, they are exercising their free-
dom of speech but achieving very 
little.  

If anything, President Bush was 
concurring with the American pub-
lic. Please consider these facts. At the 
onset of the war 79% of the country, 
according to CNN, supported the war 
in Iraq regardless of whether or not 

the United States found weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq. So even if 
the President did ‘lie’, it is/was a mute 
issue. A Washington Post-ABC poll 
also found that 72% of the country 
felt the same sentiments.

Many people in this country point 
fi ngers at the Republican leaders of 
this nation as being the reason for 
invading Iraq and shed all responsi-
bility. I will never hear the end of the 
famous ‘I didn’t vote for Bush’ line. I 
do not understand why, but the user 
of that phrase typically has believed 
that all responsibility is removed 
from the person saying it. In light of 
the statistics stated earlier, this seems 
quite hypocritical, also consider-
ing he was re-elected in 2004 by an 
American majority.

Where did the wars supporters 
vanish off to? Ok, so they may not 
have voted for President Bush pre 
9/11 (controversial election), but fol-
lowing 9/11 they supported his plans 
for the war (70%)? And once again 
now they don’t? 

As a nation, not only have we re-
petitively fl ip-fl opped on our govern-
ment and then blamed the majority 
party, but we are also turning our 
backs on the millions of people in 
Iraq who our soldiers are currently 
dieing for to liberate. 

Now, as a nation, we tell our gov-
ernment that they must listen to the 
people and withdraw from Iraq when 
only three years ago the same popu-
lation had comparatively little objec-
tion to the confl ict (30%). Wars are 
not to be instituted and withdrawn 
from with ease. 

Popular support was by no means 
lacking at the onset of the war and the 
reason for its reversal is the media.

Fact, when the going gets tough, 
the media makes money. They are 
trying to sell a story, boost ratings, 
and make a buck. Of course they 
would play on the emotions of our 
country. Of course we never like to 
hear about our brave soldiers die-
ing, which by no means am I trying 
to play down. It is unfortunate that 
we, as a university, have had to ex-
perience fi rst hand the loss of a brave 
soldier. But have you not noticed that 
they, the media, report on murder, 
robbery, fi re and little on positive 
events in the community, other than 
sports and celebrities?

The truth is this; in a different 
direction, politicians want to win 
elections and will play on any emo-
tion necessary to do so, Democrat or 
Republican.

For example, in contrast to her 
parties own ‘supposed’ platform, the 
new Speaker of the House, Democrat 
Nancy Pelosi, recently stated from an 
MSNBC article, “Let me remove all 
doubt in anyone’s mind; as long as 
our troops are in harm’s way, Demo-
crats will be there to support them.” 
This doesn’t sound earth-shattering 
to me. As a matter of fact, Pelosi 
actually kind of sounds like she is 
proposing nothing. Weren’t the Re-
publicans funding the soldiers, then 
blamed for the great national defi cit? 
Were not the Democrats pushing for 
change in Iraq? Was the recent elec-
tion in November supposed to be 
an example of this? I have seen no 

change in congress yet other than 
bills pertaining to the house rules 
committee and minimum wage, a far 
cry from change in Iraq.

Please do not get the wrong im-
age of these words, I do not intend 
on ‘bashing’ Democrats. The Demo-
crats are no better than the Repub-
licans and vice-versa; we are all 
Americans and let no one tell you 
different. However, I felt obligated to 
share my opinion being as all aspects 
of the issue are not being detailed by 
the media. 

Of course my stance isn’t the hap-
py one, or the side that will get the 
highest ratings, but it is the side of 
straightforward reality. Saddam was 
a murderer; he killed thousands of his 
own people with chemical weapons. 

He was punished for a lesser 
crime, met justice, hastily but 
with reason. He used chemical 
weapons against the Iranians, 
clearly violated international 
law (no-fl y zone infractions, 
chemical weapons, food-
for-oil program), and denied 
weapon inspectors to search 
critical areas of his country 
throughout the 90’s. So, as 
a nation, we did have reason 
to pacify this radical Middle 
East dictator. From our coun-
tries point of view; he was an 
unstable dictator in a region of 
the world already in chaos.

Looking back, we were 
wrong about Iraq having 
chemical weapons, but we 

can’t go back in time and change 
things. We must make the best of a 
bad situation.

We no doubt have people dieing in 
Iraq, but eventually we will leave that 
country, it is a given, but while we 
are there it is necessary to give that 
fl edgling government enough time 
to maintain itself or conditions will 
digress.  

Exert your own opinion derived 
from your own thought process. Don’t 
give in to popularity just because it 
is. I’m not asking you to change your 
opinion, but please consider all of the 
facts and be a free thinker. 

Democrats and Republicans are 
equally responsible for the confl ict in 
Iraq, as one entity, The United States 
of America. 

Views On Iraq
DANIEL J. WISNIEWSKI

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Looking back, we 
were wrong about 

Iraq having chemical 
weapons, but we can’t 
go back in time and 
change things. We 

must make the best of 
a bad situation.
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Chick flicks typically are mov-
ies which girls like and guys 
can’t stand. Because I Said So is 
a chick flick. Not only is most of 
the humor directed towards a fe-
male audience, the entire plot is. 
There’s nothing wrong with this; 
it simply is what it is. It’s a movie 
that a guy will agree to take a girl 
to in order to make her happy and 
earn points for being nice. Guys, 

pay attention: if you take a date 
to this movie, those will be very 
hard-fought points. As a guy, I 
found it incredibly excruciating 
to watch this film. But, as with 
all movies like this, my date end-
ed up happy and I looked like a 
nice guy for taking her. That, in 
the end, is what it’s all about.

The plot for this movie is so 
thin that I shall describe it in lit-
tle more than a single sentence. 
Daphne (Diane Keaton) is the 
mother of Milly (Mandy Moore) 
whom has had many guy issues. 
Being the concerned mother that 
she is, she takes it upon herself 
to remedy them by fixing her 
daughter up with a man she in-
terviews through a personal ad, 
only to have her end up falling 
for another guy. That is it. There 
are absolutely no surprising plot 
twists, and no doubts whatsoever 
about who the girl will end up 
with in the end. 

Movies this predictable are not 
a joy to watch for most people, 
but instead are a waiting game. 
Step one, mom sets up her un-
knowing daughter with a guy: 
check. Daughter gets caught in 
a love triangle with the guy she 
stereotypically should go for and 
the rebellious artsy guy she truly 
loves but doesn’t know it yet: 
check. Fights between the moth-
er and daughter about how the 

mom is controlling the daughter’s 
life: check. Lastly, everyone ends 
up happy in the end: check. 

There is a tiresome formula to 
all movies like this that needs to be 
changed at least slightly in order to 
provide loyal audiences with at least 
the illusion of unpredictability.  

I’ve seen Diane Keaton perform 
far better in films such as The God-
father, Father of the Bride, and An-
nie Hall, and because of this it is 
Mandy Moore who steals the show. 
Though she was better in Saved by 
far, she still demonstrates an act-
ing ability that will only get better 
with time. The chemistry between 
the two on screen is good to say 
the least, which is a credit to Eyde 
Belasco for casting them together. 
“Maybe you ought to button those 
top buttons, you look like you’re 
asking for it.” “I am asking for it!” 
These lines alone epitomize the re-
lationship between the mother and 
daughter. Tom Everett Scott (That 
Thing You Do, An American Were-
wolf in Paris, Dead Man on Cam-
pus) puts forth an adequate perfor-
mance but is only worth mentioning 
because he’s a familiar face. 

Directorially, Michael Lehmann 
does absolutely nothing special, and 
has really fallen in his work since 
Airheads back in 1994. “PG-13” is 
a pretty liberal rating for the film, 
considering that it’s filled with a lot 
of sexual dialogue and innuendos 

Clifford Bugle
Contributing Writer

Just Another Chick Flick

photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

Mandy Moore steals the 
show as her acting skills 
continue to improve with 
time.

that could have easily pushed it to 
an “R” rating. It only runs about 
104 minutes long. With the story 
as light as it is, though, it could 
have easily been cut down to 90 or 
even 80 minutes. A lot of scenes 
seem to only act as fillers in order 
to lengthen the film so that the 
producers get their money’s worth 
out of hiring Diane Keaton. 

Girls, I have no doubt that if you 
are a lover of other chick flicks 
such as The First Wives Club and 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding, that 

you will enjoy this movie (not to 
say that this film is as good as 
those). Guys, if you can somehow 
avoid this movie, then not only 
will you not endure a migraine 
brought on by stupidity, cuteness, 
and cheesiness, but I’m confident 
that you’ll live longer as well. 
However if you cannot escape its 
grasp, then at least you’ll be able 
to say you saw Mandy Moore, Pip-
er Perabo, and Lauren Graham in 
their underwear while you earned 
brownie points with a girl. 

photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

The chemistry between Diane Keaton, Mandy Moore, Lau-
ren Graham, and Piper Perabo is undeniable in Because I 
Said So.

Hot DVD of 
the Week

Yes, he is the guy with the gray 
hair and whacky dance moves. 
Continuing my biweekly Ameri-
can Idol album review, I have cho-
sen Taylor Hicks for this week’s 
article. After winning last year’s 
Idol, Taylor Hicks released his 
self-titled album on December 12, 
2006. Hicks gives a little bit of ev-
erything on his album, including 
blues, rock, pop, and soul.

The album kicks off with“The 
Runaround.” Its catchy beat 
would make absolutely anyone 
want to get out of their seat and 
dance. The vocals are spirited 
and the keyboard keeps your at-
tention throughout the song. 

On the track “Heaven Knows,” 
Hicks uses both horns and hand-
claps in the background, along 
with instrumental snippets of 
Marvin Gaye’s “Ain’t That Pecu-
liar” and Ray Charles’ “What’d 
I Say.” 

Included on the album is 
Hicks’ cover of “Whereever I 
Lay My Hat (That’s My Home),” 
which was originally recorded 
by Marvin Gaye  in 1964. 

Hicks’ soulful voice is elicited 
in “Give Me Tonight,” which is 
a funky number that brings to 
mind the 80s. This is probably 
my favorite song on the album, 
because of the catchy beat and 
the female background singers, 
which definitely adds appeal to 
the song. 

“Places I’ve Been” is a beauti-
ful ballad on which Hicks really 
shows how his skill and how he  
can hold out notes. “The Right 
Place” is a little  bit more calm 
and relaxed than the other songs 
on the album. 

With a little bit of everything, 
there are definitely some great 
songs that will get you on your 
feet.

Paige Sodano
Staff Writer

Life After 
Idol
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Taylor Hicks, last year’s 
Idol, released his self-titled 
album with much success.

Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Da-
mon, Mark Wahlberg, Jack Nich-
olson, and Jersey’s own Vera 
Farmiga star in Martin Scorsese’s 
Academy Award nominated film 
The Departed. With an all-star 
cast like that, you can’t go wrong. 

The film is about 
an undercover cop 
in Boston trying to 
catch a huge mobster.  
Sounds pretty easy, 
right? Not when there 
is an undercover mob-
ster portraying a cop 
to protect the one the 
cops are after. 

Filled with tons of 
twists and turns, The 
Departed has a differ-
ent take on the typical 
“cops and robbers” 
film. And of course, 
being a typical Scors-
ese film, it is filled 
with lots of violence, 
blood and gore, and 
the acting is great. 
DiCaprio, Nicholson, 
and Wahlberg were all 
nominated for Golden 
Globes, and Wahlberg 
is even nominated for 
an Oscar.

Like many Scorsese 
films, it is rather long, 
running at roughly 

two and a half hours. Don’t let that 
deter you though, because it goes 
by very quickly. 

The Departed is suspenseful.  
Not only that, the film manages to 
keep you on the edge of your seat 
from beginning to end. Besides, 
who would not want to stare at 
either Leonardo DiCaprio or Matt 
Damon for that long?

KriSten renda
entertainment editor

The Departed, first released 
in theaters on October 6, 2006, 
has now been made available on 
DVD. The DVD is filled with a 
number of cool extras. Some of 
these features include nine de-
leted scenes, a couple specials 
on Scorsese, and a look at the 
inspiration behind Nicholson’s 
character.

photo courtesy of www.movieweb.com

Matt Damon and Leonardo DiCaprio discuss their next scene.
The Departed Warner Brothers Pictures 
Rating: R Running time: 151 minutes
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Hannibal Rising is the back-
story of how the notorious Han-
nibal Lecter becomes the insane 
killer in Silence of the Lambs.  
This movie was a poor attempt 
by filmmakers to cash in on what 
is left in the Silence of the Lambs 
franchise, which should have died 
outright after the first movie was 
released.

The movie begins with 8-year-
old Hannibal Lecter and his 
younger sister, Mischa, who are 
living in Lithuania.  They are 

Hannibal Rising 
Falls Flat

MATTHEW SMITH
Contributing writer

photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

The much anticipated Hannibal Rising fails 
to impress audiences.
Hannibal Rising MGM Studios 
Rating: R Running time: 117

A few months ago, I reported 
that Anna Nicole Smith had both 
a blessing and a horror occur in 
her life at the same time.  She gave 
birth to a baby girl, and her 20-
year-old son passed away. Now I 
am sad to report that last Thurs-
day, February 8, Anna Nicole her-
self has passed away at the age of 
39.

How Anna Nicole Smith died 
is still being investigated, but 
many people believe the cause 
of death  was a drug overdose.  

Interestingly enough, no illegal 
drugs were found in her stom-
ach or in her room.  Some people 
think that Howard K. Stern may 
have killed her, but that seems un-
likely.

It all started at 2 p.m. EST when 
Anna Nicole passed out in the 
Hard Rock Seminole Hotel and 
Casino, and had to be rushed to 
the hospital. Witnesses said that 
paramedics had to put tubes down 
her throat, and they were pumping 
her chest immediately. Anna Ni-
cole, however, was unresponsive.  
She was pronounced dead at the 
hospital.

An employee of the Hard Rock 
Hotel disclosed to Us Weekly, 
“Anna looked extremely bloated 
when she vomited out something 
white before having a seizure. The 
reaction was so violent that people 
in the hotel thought she had some 
tragic food poisoning. But we 
were told it was a drug overdose 
by the people who saw it.” Appar-
ently she was taking medication 
due to recent plastic surgery.  That 
medication, possibly mixed with  
other drugs, is another potential 
cause for Smith’s death.

Smith was best known for her 
Trimspa advertisements later on 
in her career, but had previously 
been a Guess Girl, as well as a 
Playboy Bunny. Her idol was Mar-
ilyn Monroe, and just like Mari-
lyn, it appears as though Anna Ni-
cole will be immortalized in her 
death.

KRISTEN RENDA
entertiAnMent eDtior

photo courtesy of google.com

In the midst of a battle over 
her newborn daughter, Anna 
Nicole Smith died suddenly.

terrorized by 
looters during 
World War II 
after their par-
ents are brutal-
ly murdered by 
soldiers.  As a 
teenager, Han-
nibal lives in 
an orphanage 
where he has 
vivid night-
mares of the 
predators kill-
ing his baby 
sister.  

He leaves the 
orphanage for 
Paris in search 
for his uncle, 
but finds his un-
cle’s Japanese 
widow who Hannibal ends up liv-
ing with for some time.  

The widow, who feels sorry for 
Hannibal, teaches him the ways of 
the samurai, which he uses later 
on in the movie to kill his victims.  
He then decides to take revenge on 
the murderers who killed his sister 
by going after each one of them 
and their families.  

Hannibal Rising starts out good, 
but ends up being extremely bor-
ing by the middle of the movie.  
This movie tries to be scary, but 
fails at every attempt.  The film is 
very predictable at times, which 
makes it not scary and less inter-
esting.  

The movie contains just a cou-
ple of gory scenes, but it definitely 

does not compare to many other 
popular horror movies that have 
been released in this past year or 
in the years before.  

Hannibal Rising’s ending seems 
to me to be a lot more like a James 
Bond film, laced with big explo-
sions and, of course, the good 
guy saving the girl from extreme 
danger (very un-Hannibal Lecter) 
than like the other films about 
Hannibal Lecter.

The movie also ends very 
abruptly making viewers wonder 
what else happens with Hannibal, 
not that they really cared anyway.  
This movie should not even be 
considered part of the Hannibal 
series.

photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com

Hannibal Rising attempts to 
follow the successes of the 
Silence of  the Lambs.

Tragedy

Grammy 
HappeningsWESLEY CHIN

news eDitor

Where Has All The Music Gone?
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The Beatles

Mid 1960’s: the Beatles play 
their last show at Candlestick 
Park, San Francisco.  Their deci-
sion to end touring came from a 
desire to grow as musicians and 
improve the overall quality and 
sound of their work.  Paul Mc-
Cartney stated that there would 
be no way that they could become 
better artists, who release better 
music, while touring on the road.  
So, they become dedicated studio 
artists, and the rest is history: Sgt. 
Peppers, White Album, and Ab-
bey Road.  

Early 2007: a reversal of roles, it 
would seem, where the overnight 
celebrity mentality becomes com-
mon place.  Bands are run through 
the mechanical music factory in a 
manufacturing for tomorrow’s ob-
scurity (hopefully).  Bands such as 
Panic! At The Disco, who’s hum-
ble start as Apple GarageBand 
idiot-savants are transformed into 
international pop-impresarios.  
Their tracks, soaked in studio 
overdubs and computerized in-
strumentation, drip everywhere, 
leaving messes all over the music 
mainstream. 

The comparison, though com-
pletely incomparable on levels of 
artistry and songwriting, is not 
completely far off base.  While 
The Beatles realized the self-de-

The biggest night for the music 
industry, The Grammy Awards, 
were held on Sunday February 11 
in Los Angeles. Many surprises 
unfolded during the 3 ½ hour 
broadcast. The legendary group, 
The Police, opened the night’s fes-
tivities and treated the audience 
with some renditions of their clas-
sics like “Roxanne”. 

The Dixie Chicks who per-
formed their song “Not Ready to 
Make Nice”, received much praise 
from the Academy that night. 
The Dixie Chicks walked out of 
the Staples Center that night with 
five Grammy Awards. The Dixie 
Chicks picked up awards for Re-
cord of the Year, Song of the Year, 
Best Country Performance by a 
Duo or Group, Best Country Al-
bum, and the coveted award of the 
evening Album of the Year. Not 
too shabby of a comeback after 
causing such an uproar with their 
previous political statements .

The Red Hot Chili Peppers, who 
closed the evening’s show with 
their new song “Snow (Hey Oh)”, 
racked up four awards Sunday 
night. They included Best Rock 
Performance by a duo or group 
and Best Rock Song for “Dani 
California” and Best Rock Album 
for Stadium Arcadium. 

Mary J. Blige, who had a big 
night in that she won her first 
Grammy’s, being recognized for 
Best Female R&B Vocal Perfor-
mance, Best R&B song for “Be 
Without You”, and Best R&B al-
bum for The Breakthrough. 

John Mayer and American Idol 
alum Carrie Underwood both 
earned two Grammy’s that eve-
ning as well. Underwood walked 

away with the Best New Artist 
award.

Justin Timberlake, whose lat-
est effort FutureSex/Love Sounds 
earned him two Grammy’s for 
Best Dance Recording for Sexy-
back and probably an award most 
didn’t think Timberlake would 
win was Best Rap/Sung Collabo-
ration for “My Love” featuring T.I. 
Timberlake performed his latest 
song “What Goes Around Comes 
Around…” Though he always de-
livers a quality performance the 
oddest part was when in the bridge 
of his song he took a video camera 
and began filming himself. The 
only thing I could gather from that 
is what was the point? 

Ludacris, who is now be-
ing known for his acting ability, 
showed he is also a big name in 
the music industry by earning a 
Grammy for Best Rap Song for 
“Money Maker” as well as Best 
Rap Album for Release Therapy.

Sunday night marked a first in 
the Grammy Awards. They creat-
ed the first ever My Grammy Mo-
ment. The winner performed two 
songs with Justin Timberlake, one 
being his hit “My Love”. I thought 
this was a cute idea but something 
that should be kept for a different 
show.

There weren’t any parts of the 
show that particularly caught my 
interest but I thought those per-
formers who did renditions honor-
ing those nominated for the Life-
time Achievement Award were 
cool to watch. It was interesting 
to see artists of today putting their 
own spin on classic songs. As far 
as award shows go, this one was 
just average. There were no bells 
and whistles, but maybe there will 
be for next year. After all, it will 
be the 50th. 

JACQUELINE KOLOSKI
Co eDitor in CHieF

structive nature of never-ending 
touring, Panic seem to embrace 
the limelight, and not in the most 
modest of ways either.  In comes 
the point: some musicians today 
are less driven to become timeless 
for their work, and more attracted 
to timely recognition for their dig-
itized toils.

Bands like Panic, My Chemical 
Romance, and Fall Out Boy (no-
tice a pattern?) have pigeon-hole 
themselves into binds they cannot 
escape from: internet fan bases, 
comprised younger majority audi-
ence, these bands are part of the 
digital forefront in music, where 
their fans primarily will get their 
fix from MySpace, iTunes, or oth-
er digital music services.  Rather 
than write albums, they’re writing 
singles, purchasable at a dollar a 
pop.  What’s worse is that bands 
associating themselves with their 
influences, such as the Black Pa-
rade vs. Sgt. Peppers’ Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, are doing poor 
emulations which soil the very 
history and value that surrounded 
these concepts in the first place.  

Over-ambitious producers and 
artists are recording the kitchen-
sink method, resulting in misrep-
resentation what these bands can 

actually pull off live.  
The proof is in a Fall 
Out Boy or Panic per-
formance, who share 
the rank at public en-
emy number 1 in this.  
Apple laptops are now 
a common feature 
to a band’s live per-
formance, filling in 
the blanks where the 
inevitable voids are 
present.  New-school 
bands will call that 

“programming”, while the rest of 
us call it cheating.  However, fans 
of this class of music cast a blind 
eye and deaf ear to this.  Perhaps 
on some levels, they are subcon-

Strikes

sciously unaware of it, thanks to 
sound technicians mixing down 
the guitars to play slightly louder 
than the vocals, or the parading of 
a pseudo-cabaret that acts as a dis-
traction to the (dare I say it) musi-
cal performance.  

Fortunately for the bands of this 
particular school of music, their 
fans don’t care, so long as they 
continue to marionette themselves 
up and down the stage.  For the 
rest who indeed listen to music 
for audible quality, and not for 
visual theatrics or choreography, 
we’re stuck having to continually 
flip past pages in Rolling Stone or 
SPIN, because these bands, and 
other aspiring bands, will not wise 
up.    

It’s clear that these bands are 
trying to set themselves apart 
from the pack, but in doing so de-
tract from even coming close to 
creating a solid foundation of rep-
utable musical talent.  But maybe 
that’s not what they want.  Some 
acts are perfectly fine with achiev-
ing sub-notoriety for their music, 
just so long as they continue to 
hold on to the spotlight for a bit 
longer.  If no Beatles, Nirvana, or 
U2 are not over the next musical 
horizon, why must the down time 
to discover the next be so annoy-
ingly-poppy?

photo courtesy of NMe.com 

Las Vegas’ Panic! At the Disco
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the University.
• Five days after any event, the

WLBPD and MUPD will meet to 
discuss the overall success of the 
plan and determine possible im-
provements for future events.

• The WLBPD and MUPD are
required to fi le an annual report of 
their progress and submit it to the 
WLB Borough Council and the 
University President.

The Issues
Traffi c
When it comes to appeasing city 

residents, many feel this new plan 
should have been developed before 
to alleviate traffi c. For example, 
the Gridiron Classic, a December 
event which boasted an estimated 
5,000 people, caused congestion 
on the streets surrounding Cedar 
Ave., forcing WLB police to inter-
vene. 

“If the [new] plan would have 
been in effect [for the Girdiron 
Classic], [traffi c] would have been 
different,” said Klein.

Once construction of the MAC 
is completed, Mihlon anticipates 
the time for all vehicles to exit 
the University and township to be 
reduced from two or three hours 
to about one hour. As a safety 
precaution, however, the offi cers 
working within the confi nes of the 
proposed plan would stay at their 
traffi c posts for a two-hour service 
block, patrolling the streets and 
clearing away excess signs and 
possible stragglers.

Non-MU Events
While not in use by the Univer-

sity, the MAC will be available to 
other schools and organizations for 
community and educational pur-

MAC continued from pg. 1

Construction to Start in Coming Months 
poses (i.e. high school basketball 
tournaments, graduations, etc.). 
Should a non-Monmouth event be 
hosted by the MAC, it must fi rst be 
approved by the Borough Council. 
The University is to receive no 
monetary compensation from this 
action, but to serve “strictly as a 
community service,” said Wendell 
Smith, Monmouth’s attorney.

Zahava Sher, a resident of West 
Long Branch, expressed confu-
sion as to how the University will 
adhere to the stipulations agreed 
upon when the MAC is being used 
by a third party. 

In response, Klein commented, 
“[The plan] applies to all aspects. 
[The University] has to comply 
with conditions or be in violation 
of the condition of the variance.” 
To this effect, should the Universi-
ty not follow any or all parts of the 
aforementioned plan, they will be 
held accountable by the Borough 
Police Department or Zoning Of-
fi cer.

Residential Zone
A contention fi nally addressed 

in detail at the meeting was the 
University’s permitted zoning. 
Thus far, the public has been con-
cerned with building the MAC on 
property deemed R-22, or single 
family home zoning. Smith ad-
dressed both the board and the au-
dience stating the majority of the 
MAC will be built in the proper 
institutional zone and that the res-
idential zone will, in fact, be used 
to construct a parking lot. More-
over, the zone marked R-22 is lo-
cated in the middle of campus.

Public Concern
Midway through the meeting, 

tensions were high and patience 
was running out among Mon-
mouth supporters.

“[This meeting] is an embar-
rassment to West Long Branch 
with inane questions coming from 
the zoning board,” said Mary 
Lynch, a lifelong resident. “Any 
qualms I had about [the MAC] 
were resolved with the captain’s 
presentation. I wish the zoning 
board would spend one-tenth of 
the time they spent on these ques-
tions on other issues.”

Sher, who supports the Univer-
sity but not the plan to build the 
MAC, said she was concerned 
about the future of her neighbor-
hood.

“It’s not that the residents don’t 
like the University,” said Sher. “It 
is an institution of higher learn-
ing, a quality institution. We are 
proud of the teams when they win 
[but it] has to expand elsewhere. It 
is constantly [encroaching] on the 
neighborhood. I need to protect 
my home.”

Other residents believe the re-
strictions being placed on the Uni-
versity are unfair.

“[Monmouth] has been more 
than generous answering all 
the questions the residents have 
asked,” said Russell Olsen, 11 
year resident and Class of ’90 

alum. “People don’t ask us to shut 
down our street when [community 
events like] parades come around. 
We do it because it’s for the better-
ment of the community.”

Closing Remarks
At the close of the evening, 

Monmouth President Paul Gaff-
ney II, who had remained quiet 
throughout the night, rose to ad-
dress a weary board and thinned 
audience.

“I asked to speak tonight be-
cause I alone asked that we come 
back to ask for your reconsidera-
tion,” he said. “It behooves us to 
take a step to have trust between 
the two...[We’ve] done our best to 
address your concerns…allow me 
to bring in better and better stu-
dents. I implore you to vote favor-
ably. You’ll be proud of it.”

The Vote
Five of the seven board mem-

bers voted favorably, citing that 
the University met the requirement 
for the variance. Ellen Anfuso and 
Douglas Bostwick dissented. 

Anfuso claimed she could fi nd 
no justifi cation for a building with 
the girth of the proposed 152,400 
square foot MAC. Bostwick did 
not like the freedoms given to the 
University as it pertained to non-
Monmouth events.

“[I’m] still stuck with the prob-
lem of the burden on the police 
department [and] the strain on the 
council and community,” he said. 
“[I also] have a hard time with the 
amount of events that could take 
place.”

The Future
Despite residual reservations, 

the motion was passed and the 
MAC is tentatively set for con-
struction in July or August. The 
project should take approximately 

two years.
Monmouth Athletic Direc-

tor Marilyn McNeil was pleased 
with the board’s decision. Boylan 
Gymnasium’s facilities are anti-
quated, which prevents student 
athletes from performing at an op-
timal level. 

“Today we have 19 [Division 1] 
sports, 10 of which are for wom-
en…” said McNeil, who is also in 
charge of intramurals and recre-
ation. “[Boylan] doesn’t work for 
18 of those sports. It also doesn’t 
work for the general student.”

In addition to recruiting better 
athletes, providing an up-to-date 
atmosphere to work out and prac-
tice, and attracting better compe-
tition, it also stands to become a 
destination for the general student 
body as well, said McNeil. 

“A place where students can 
meet, perhaps have a class, partic-
ipate in better spaces for physical 
education classes, and have pride 
in coming to games,” she added.

Once fi nished, the MAC will 
house the bookstore and several 
additional classrooms as well. 

Boylan will remain in its current 
location and will be used for intra-
murals and recreational activities, 
as well as an off-season training 
facility for the athletic teams.

According to Swannack, the 
process still has a ways to go. 
Remodeling the parking lot to ac-
commodate the new structure is 
fi rst on the docket. This will be 
followed by the approval by the 
Board of Trustees, applying for 
permits, approval of the budget, 
and fi nally, bidding to construc-
tion companies. Architectural 
services are currently said to be 
in the care of Ewing Cole Cherry 
Brott of Philadelphia, Pa.

“Today we have 19 
[Division 1] sports…

[Boylan] doesn’t 
work for 18 of 

those sports. It also 
doesn’t work for the 

general student.”
MARILYN MCNEIL
Athletic Director
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BARTENDERS 
NEEDED

NO EXPERIENCE     
PREFERRED

FULL TIME/PART 
TIME AVAILABLE.

WILL TRAIN 

732-345-9191

Spring Break 2007

Don’t miss out! Spring 
Break 2007 is approaching and STS is 
offering specials to this year’s hottest 

destinations! 
Call for savings 1.800.648.4849 or visit 

www.ststravel.com.

Advertise in 
The 

Outlook
732-571-3481

Winter/Spring 
Positions Available

Earn up to $150/
day

Exp. not required
Undercover shop-
pers needed to 

judge retail and din-
ing establishments

Call 
1.800.722.4791

Advertise in 
The 

Outlook
732-571-3481

email:
outlookads@monmouth.edu

My Gym Shrewsbury is seeking athletic, energetic, candidates
who love working with children.

Need Extra Cash?

Applicants will lead and assist children’s classes and birthday parties
Competitive Wages
Flexible Hours
Weekend Availability a Must

Earn it while having
FUN!

Please contact Tom or Melissa 732-389-9669Please Contact Melissa at 732-389-9669

Looking for P/T 
knowledgeable 

computer 
person to put 

line on Ebay, !
Please call 

Mr. Cohen  at 
(732) 9239334

Baby sitter needed in 
Asbury Park! 

Professor needs responsible 
individual to watch two small chil-

dren on 
M and F mornings, while she 

works from home office. 
$10 hr. - flexible times, 

great kids, nice environment. 

Please call Nora at 
(732) 502-9493

Classifieds

Catholic Centre at Monmouth
Please join us every week!

Mass
Every Sunday 

at 7 p.m. 

Why Believe Series 
Tuesdays@ 7:30 p.m. start 

in Catholic Centre

Valentine Party
Thursday, Feb. 15

 @ 8:30 p.m.
Following ASL class

Craft Night
Monday, Feb. 12 @ 

7:30 p.m.

www.mucatholic.org
Watch for our special events during the semester!

FOOD ALWAYS SERVED!
Catholic Centre at Monmouth University, 16 Beechwood Avenue

Gate to our house is located in the rear corner of Lot 4, next to the Health Center.

Call us at 732-229-9300

American Sign Language
 Thursdays, @ 7:30 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday 
Services 

Wed., 2/21@ 12:05 p.m.
12:45 p.m., and 1:30 p.m. 
in Wilson Hall Auditorium

CC

UPS Part-Time Package Handlers Needed 
Loading and unloading trucks, sorting packages 

Shifts: 4am-9am    5pm-10pm 
Pay am- $9.50       pm- $8.50 

Monday – Friday 
Tinton Falls and Lakewood locations 

Benefits include tuition assistance, comprehensive health 
benefits, no weekends, and vacation, paid holidays 

Apply: www.upsjobs.com 
“UPS is an equal opportunity employer” 

Advertise in 
The 

Outlook
732-571-3481

email:
outlookads@monmouth.edu

Advertise in 
The 

Outlook
732-571-3481

email:
outlookads@monmouth.edu

NJ SUMMER SPORTS CAMP
IS LOOKING FOR:

 PART TIME COUNSELORS AGES 18-UP
9-4 MON-FRI, 6/27-8/21,

GOLF, TENNIS, BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, 
WRESTLING/KARATE, SOCCER AND LA-

CROSSE
GREAT PAY! 4 HRS./DAY  3 DAYS WEEK     
ALL POSITIONS IN OCEAN TOWNSHIP

CALL VIC FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

(718) 375-6859

            WRITER INTERNSHIP

English/ Journalism major for local 
performing arts web site est. in 1998. 
Telecommuting- No Pay. Two stories 
per month. Email resume and 2 samples 
to info@castingnewyork.com 

Tel. 732-580-2401
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Today’s Birthday (Feb. 15)
Your assignment this year is to fi nish the projects and gather up 

money that’s owed you. This may not sound like much fun at fi rst, 
but it can be quite rewarding.

.To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is 
the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries • (Mar. 21 - April 19) - Today is a 7
Talk to your team about what they’ve done well, and what they could have done better. 
They look to you for encouragement and approval, as well as direction.

 Taurus • (April 20 - May 20) - Today is an 8
A group you’ve known and loved for years does you a world of good. Discuss your joy, 
your hopes and your fears. Allow friends to help you heal.

 Gemini • (May 21 - June 21) - Today is an 8
Take the opportunity to upgrade your public presence. A new power suit could very 
effectively communicate your new status

Cancer • (June 22 - July 22) - Today is a 7
Reach out and take advantage of new opportunities. Don’t do it in person, however. 
Have somebody else do it for you.

 Leo • (July 23- Aug. 22) - Today is an 8
 Some days are all talk and no action. This day, it’s the other way around. You’ll catch 
up with all the chores you’d been putting off, and then some.

 Virgo • (Aug 23 - Sept. 22) - Today is a 7
You’d rather be in a secluded spot, expressing your affection. If normal chores inter-
fere with that, jot down a few notes for later.

          Libra • (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) - Today is a 6
Don’t hurry into anything, or out of anything, either. Your opinion will change at least 
once before you make the right decision.

 Scorpio • (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) - Today is a 5
A cozy, comfortable feeling alternates with bouts of anxiety. One minute everything’s 
fine, and the next minute you wonder. Better lie low for a couple of days.

 Sagittarius • (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) Today is a 7
Life is about education, as you may have noticed. Some things, you learn the hard way. 
Doesn’t matter, a lesson is a lesson, and you’re getting wiser all the time.

 Capricorn • (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) - Today is an 8
 Temporary frustration gives way to something more like sheer delight. Don’t give up 
when you run into a wall, there’s a secret door.

  Aquarius • (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) Today is a 7
You have many valuable items hidden around your premises. Show the folks who see 
them as clutter that they’re really cold, hard cash. Sell something.

 Pisces • (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20) Today is a 7
 New friends clue you in on the easiest ways to accomplish your objectives. You’ve been 
doing some things the hard way, as you may have suspected.

By Linda C. Black, 
Tribune Media ServicesHoroscopes

MU Students:
Interested in Comic 

Illustration?
Get your own comic

published in the 
Outlook!

Call 732-571-3481

ACROSS
1 Gracie or Woody
6 Pith
10 Liner, e.g.
14 Nine Inch __
15 Asian sea
16 “Damn Yankees” role
17 Quit the spa?
20 Baghdad’s land
21 Derek and Jackson
22 Beepers
23 Title role for Peter Fonda
25 Mint family member
26 Do over again
29 One half of a dance?
30 Amateur sports org.
34 Happening
35 Solo
37 Start-up buttons
38 Quit standup comedy?
41 Sale-tag abbr.
42 Embody
43 “__ Hall”
44 Subway station
46 “__ Kapital”
47 Virginia and Georgia
48 Small vipers
50 Guitarist Atkins
51 Greek city-state
54 B’way theater sign
55 Old sound system
59 Quit the chess club?
62 About
63 Le Gallienne and Gabor
64 Stink
65 Not e’en once
66 Cloth scraps
67 Sticking stuff

DOWN
1 Against: pref.
2 Cowardly Lion portrayer
3 Old money in Milano
4 Silver-tongued
5 Austral. state
6 Hiawatha’s transportation
7 Table scraps

8 Yay, team!
9 Dumbo, for one
10 Catch phrase
11 Inventor Elias
12 Robert of “The Sopranos”
13 Best friends
18 Skeptic’s retort
19 Mai __ cocktail
24 Shaping machine
25 Picked out
26 Host Philbin
27 Chris of tennis
28 Oil: pref.
29 Santa __
31 Total number
32 Actress Dickinson
33 Frank McCourt’s “Angela’s __”

35 Robert and Alan
36 Put on cloud nine
39 First or last page of a book
40 Bete noire
45 Clyde’s Bonnie
47 Haberdashery or boutique
49 R-V hookup
50 Pungent salad ingredient
51 Pirouette
52 Evergreen
53 Pasture piece
54 Uneven hairdo
56 Clinches
57 Fingered
58 Wight or Skye
60 New Deal agcy.
61 AOL, for one
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3:00PM Issues & Insights
3:30PM M – You
4:00PM M Squared
5:00PM M Squared Live
6:00PM Hawk TV News
6:30PM Extra Point

MOVIES   AT 12 ON 12
The Notebook         Men in Black

Hotel Rwanda        Gridiron Gang

Must Love Dogs          Saw III

Jerry Maguire      Snakes on a Plane

Employee of the Month

Original Programming

Look for the Hawk TV 
Schedule

In your dorm lobby

Hawk TV has already begun producing all new
Episodes of our original programming

Phi Sigma Kappa

Brotherss! Its been a busy week, but let’s start with Squeaks…Congrats on being the Launchpad of a 
new generation. Launchpad cries about Jihad ruining his shirt that cost a whopping 30 dollars, that he got 
for 15 in the half off bin. Donkey wants to get ready for Greek Week Swim Competition, but can’t fi nd a 
swimsuit to fi t in. Sorry Jeff but a sloth cant keep up with Miles Austin. So I found out what happened to 
Phillips, Barf ate Tweak and Fival to give his stomach a fi ll-up. Who can beat up Pugsley more? A Drunk 
Olmec or Brittney. Skeeter don’t worry that your nose is fat, its much easier to get rid of that stupid hat..
man everybody already knows that Forget about Waldo, what happened to Queefhead? I hope he’s not 
dead. Whats the only thing that can keep Krusty from drinking? When “Outbreak” is on HBO. Hansel, 
if you thought cheese was bad, narcolepsy is the biggest block, Flamer, you got a enormous bed to move 
on, but why do girls just love your futon? Hey Hoovs, bye Gump. Hurley, I thought those extras on Law 
& Order were ballin out, how you gonna keep your bank account from fallin out? Gaston, you didn’t get 
the votes to be in this week’s article. Sorry. This is Yoda signing off…Damn Proud!

Delta Phi Epsilon

I <3 Alpha O’s! Congrats girls! xoxo Dazzle + Cali. Congrats babies! I <3 you! TriniDy. AO! So hot 
– Riley P.S. – Happy 2 yr Sweethearts <3  D Phi E needs to meet in the jungle! Love, Starlet. Congrats
Alpha Omicron, you girls are a perfect fi t! DESTINi, you will fi nd out who I am. Happy 2 yr Sweethearts!
Congrats Alpha Omicrons! You girls are so awesome! Alpha Xi’s, I can’t believe it’s been a year! Love
you all – dolce. *essence jj lobe’s you. He told me he left you presents <3 p.s. – congrats Alpha Omicron.
DaZZle, this weekend LIT’s? 17 more days til Cancun! Ahh! Johnsen! – HOLLYWOOD. Alpha Omicron
too cute! xoxo – Roxie. I love my Diamonds…we’re old but were still hott! Congrats AyOoOh! Love my
family tree…still smoking hott! <3 Riggs! Luckie, thank you 4 everything, secret I heart you. Congrats
Alpha O’s. Twinny, we’re back! xoxo Sunset. You all suck <3 ExtrREME. Congrats AO’s! So oroud of you
girls! xoxo calypso. Dazzle, thank god Recruitment is over. I love spending late nights with you xox <3
sParkles. She don’t even know she ENfuego?! Wifey, where would I be w/o you! – Caliente.

Phi Sigma Sigma

Phi Sigma Sigma would like to congratulate all the Greek chapters on their new members and wish the 
best of luck this semester!  Things got a little wet and wild for us this weekend and we loved every minute 
of it…. Happy Birthday to all of the Phi Sigs in February and Congratulations Alpha Iotas!!

Alpha Xi Delta

Hey everyone!  First and foremost, the women of Alpha Xi Delta would like to say congratulations to 
our fi ve new members and welcome them into our family.  On that note, we will be holding a continu-
ous open bidding event on Thursday, February 15 at 10:15 pm in Oakwood lounge for all women who 
are interested in joining our sorority or who would like to have some hot chocolate and learn a bit more 
about our organization.  We hope to see you there!  We will be holding more interest meetings as well; 
for all girls interested, join our facebook group, “Interested in Joining Alpha Xi Delta,” and check The 
Outlook weekly for the latest updates and information. We hope everyone has a great week.  Much Xi 
love to all!

PHOTO COURTESY of Facebook.com

(Left) Brandon Bosque (Right) Andrew Sierra of PSK

PHOTO COURTESY of Lisa Pikaard

Alpha Xi Delta
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BY:  SUZANNE GUARINO

“My dream would be a date with 
James Franco from Fly Boys.”

“I wish my secret admirer would come 
visit me.”

“My dream Valentine’s Day would 
involve going out to dinner and then 

bringing the dimepeice home to a trail of 
rose petals, lead her to a big room full of 
fluffy pillows, and play pattycake all night 
before acting as the big spoon and going 

to sleep.”

“I am taking my girlfriend out to din-
ner at a nice restaurant where I will give 

her the necklace I bought her.”

“A lovely brunch with my boyfriend, 
a relaxing afternoon, and spending the 
night with my lovies in the school play.”

“I’m going out to dinner with my 
favorite man in the world- my best guy 

friend Tony Cammarata.” 

What are your Valentine’s Day plans?
... or what would your dream Valentine’s Day be like?

“A quiet evening alone watching 
ESPN. I hate Valentine’s Day.”

Brett
junior

“We’re celebrating over the weekend 
with a dinner and a movie.”

“My dream Valentine’s Day would 
be someone suprising me by leaving 
clues around throughout the day that 

lead up to a candlelit dinner.”

Kelly
freshman

Joe
sophomore

Bryan & Suzanne
seniors

Katie
senior

Cassie
freshman

Kelly
junior

Angela
freshman

Paul
senior

Jermaine
junior

“I’m going to the John Legend show 
at Abyss.”
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Life Across 
the Pond

Hello everyone at Monmouth University!  I hope the weather is start-
ing to warm up. My mom tells me it gets colder there every day. Unfor-
tunately, I do not have very much to write about this week as I was sick 
in bed with the fl u and I actually didn’t even leave my room until Friday 
night when I went down to watch a movie in Reid Hall Lobby. I did a 
few little things this weekend which I can tell you about.

On Saturday night, we went out to the Planet Hollywood that is in 
Piccadilly Circus for my friend’s birthday. It was a very cool place. 
The stairwell that led up to the actual restaurant was wallpapered with 
pictures of “paparazzi” and had fl ashing lights everywhere to make you 
feel like you were actually walking down a red carpet! The restaurant 
was very cool, much like any Planet Hollywood you would visit in the 
U.S. After that, we went to the Sports Café, which was just a short walk 
away. The Sports Café is pretty much an American Bar located in the 
heart of London. They play football and hockey games on TVs, have 
cheap drinks, pool tables, a dance fl oor, and anything else you would 
fi nd in an American bar. It was a pretty good time, although most of us 
were either just getting over being sick or were starting to get sick so 
we were very exhausted and didn’t stay out too late. 

On Sunday, my cousin that I haven’t seen in ten years came to visit 
me! She is studying abroad at the University of Manchester and her 
school sponsored a weekend trip to London, so she stayed overnight 
with me. We went shopping around Oxford Street, visited the pub on 
campus at Regent’s, and then went to a very low-key pub right down 
the street from us to get some food and strawberry beer (as gross as 
it sounds, it’s actually pretty good!). Unfortunately, we were both ex-
hausted. She had already had a long weekend, and I am still recovering 
from being sick, so we didn’t go too crazy. But I am going to plan a trip 
to Manchester now to go visit her. 

Again, sorry there’s nothing too exciting this week, but next week I 
promise there will be many things to tell you! 

In case anyone wants to contact me with questions, you can e-mail 
me at ddc_marie@yahoo.com. 

Hello Monmouth! Hope all is well back in Jersey. This past Saturday, 
the school had a day trip to Bath, which ended up being quite beauti-
ful!  The bus ride took a good two and a half hours to get there, but it 
was defi nitely worth the wait! I FINALLY got to see some countryside: 
sheep, acres of green grass, horses, etc.  I love the city and all, but I was 
waiting to see the beauty of the color green!

When we arrived at Bath, the fi rst thing that I noticed was all the 
tiny shops!  There are streets of mini stores, sadly - very expensive, but 
they were so cute! Of course, our main tourist visit was to see the Ro-
man baths! It was really cool! The water is actually green, and not very 
clean either! However, this did not stop people from touching it with 
their hands, or sticking their feet in it! I touched the water, but didn’t 
dare to put my foot in it like some other brave people! 

During the ‘tour’, we were given these ‘controllers’ which look like 
outdated cell phones from years ago (they were huge)!  By each de-
scription, there was a number, which you typed in on the controller.  
Then you would put it by your ear - just like a phone - and listen to 
the commentary. They were cool gadgets, but I barely paid attention 
to the commentary because I was distracted by artifacts. Also, there is 
this huge ‘wishing bath’ where people made a wish and threw in some 
pence, pounds, or - strangely enough - American dollars. I don’t ever 
remember seeing dollar bills in a wishing well before, but there’s a fi rst 
time for everything, I guess! 

Besides seeing the baths, there was this amazingly funny street per-
formance! There were two men, completely naked except for a leopard 
thong, and they performed acrobatics and other stunts!  Everybody was 
shocked and fi lled with laughter!  We were like, ‘so….this is what Bath 
is like!’ It was amazing! They didn’t have a license to be there or any-
thing, nor was there a charge to see this performance. These two men 
do this as a profession and live off the tips that people give to them after 
the show! Bath wouldn’t have been such a great trip if it wasn’t for these 
performers; you would never see such a thing in America - you’d get 
arrested! What’s even funnier is that they were performing this right 
outside a very expensive café and the people could see them through 
the windows! All little kids came outside to see the performance as 
well, some even with their parents!

So, all in all, Bath was amazing! I got some beautiful pictures of the 
city, and hilarious videos of the street performances! It defi nitely is a 
place to check out when you are in London. Take care, MU!

Sick in London, England
DANIELLE DECARLO

STAFF WRITER

Bath!
LINDSAY PLESNIARSKI

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY of 
Lindsay Plesniarski

Popular tourist 
attraction, the 
Roman Baths, in 
London.
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Men’s Basketball

The Hawk File: Katie Degen

The women’s lacrosse team 
at Monmouth University looks 
strong this year as they are return-
ing seven players from last year’s 
squad that went 13-7 overall and 
7-0 in the NEC, including an
NCAA Tournament berth. The
2007 team is fi lled with solid play-
ers, and one that stands out is se-
nior midfi elder Katie Degen.

“Katie is an instrumental lead-
er of our team and the lacrosse 
program,” said head coach Kelly 
McCardell. “She is an extremely 
hardworking athlete and dedicat-
ed player who constantly pushes 
herself and her teammates to be 
the best. Katie has made such an 
impact on the program, and I’m 
excited for her to continue to build 
upon her accomplishments as the 
team is preparing for a successful 
season.”

Degen, a 5’6’’ standout recruit 
from Glen Head, New York says, 
“As a player I would say that I am 
a very competitive, hardworking 
person.”

This has been evident on the 
fi eld as she has been a force since 
his freshman season at MU. She 
has started in all of the Blue and 
White’s games since her fi rst con-
test freshman year. In her fi rst 

year, she started in all 17 games, 
tallying 17 assists, which was 
good enough to put her in second 
on the team in that category. She 
also registered 22 goals, giving 
her 39 total points. For her efforts, 
she was named second-team All-
NEC as a midfi elder. 

Her sophomore season was 
even more impressive. With her 
41 goals and 16 assists, she was 
named fi rst-team All-NEC and 
the Northeast Conference Player 
of the Year. Last season, while 
leading Monmouth to an unde-
feated season in the NEC, and a 
NEC Tournament Championship, 
Degen tallied 54 total points on 
33 goals and 21 assists. She was 
ranked 18th nationally in caused 
turnovers per game with 1.85. For 
the second consecutive year, she 
was named to the All-NEC fi rst-
team. 

As for her fourth season in a 
Hawks uniform, Degen replies, “I 
am very confi dent that our team 
will win the conference this year. 
We have a lot of key returning 
players and a solid freshmen class 
that will play a major role this 
year.”  

When asked about the future of 
Monmouth lacrosse, Degen said, 
“I think Monmouth is going to be 
the team to beat in the NEC for a 
long time. We have a great coach-

ing staff, and the younger girls on 
our team are great players who will 
do big things for Monmouth.”

The elementary education major 
hopes to be teaching and coaching 
lacrosse soon after her gradua-
tion. With her success on the fi eld, 
she will have no problem fi nding a 
coaching job. In her fi nal season, 
Degen will be greatly missed as 
an athlete and a student.

ERIC M. WALSH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY of 
MONMOUTH SPORTS Information

Katie Degen will play a key 
part in the Hawks success 
this upcoming season. 

Name: Katie Degen

Hometown: Glen Head, New York

Major: Elementary Education

Most Memorable Moment at MU: “There are two 
moments that stick out the most to me. The fi rst would 

be losing to Mount St. Mary’s after 5 overtimes my 
sophomore year. The second would be winning the NEC’s 

last year at home on Kessler.”

Biggest Rival: “Without a doubt, it would be Mount St. 
Mary’s. I unfortunately have lost to them my freshmen and 
sophomore year in the conference championship, but last 

year we took them out in the semis. This year I hope to 
even it out.” 

Favorite Teammate:  “I do not have a single favorite 
teammate. Our team is very close, but there are a few 

that stick out to me. Last year our freshmen starting goalie 
Monica Johnson was our backbone. She was there when 

we needed her and is always motivating. Also, I could 
not forget the girls I have played with since I have been 
at Monmouth. Carolyn Raveia and Kaitlyn Robinson are 

such talented players and I love playing with them. Lastly, 
I would have to mention Ashley Waldman and Megan 

Nutter because we play in the midfi eld together we just 
connect.”

Knights too Hot for Hawks to Handle
FDU Shoots 59 % in a Key Northeast Conference Victory at Boylan Gym

CRAIG D’AMICO
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

The Monmouth Hawks and the 
Fairleigh Dickinson Knights seem 
to always make for compelling 
television. The last six times these 
two teams have gotten together in 
front of a television audience, the 
game has been decided by an aver-
age of just three points. 

So when the Hawks and the 
Knights matched up again on 
Monday night in front of a packed 
Boylan Gym crowd and an MSG 
Network audience, just seven days 
removed from Manny Ubilla’s 
buzzer beater to cap an 18 point 
Knights comeback to steal a win 
over Monmouth, one would have 
thought that we would be set to 
witness another classic. 

However, the fi nal result was 
anything but classic, as the Knights 
ran away with the game and embar-
rassed the Monmouth Hawks on 
their home fl oor 84-71, in a game 
that wasn’t even that close. 

The two teams traded the lead 
back and forth in the fi rst half, as 
the fi rst ten minutes saw six ties and 
12 lead changes. With Monmouth 
leading 24-22 following a Marques 
Alston three pointer, Eric Hazard 
hit a three from his favorite spot, 
the left corner, to give FDU the 
lead for good, 25-24. 

From there, the Knights pro-
ceeded to close out the fi rst half on 
a 23-8 run, taking a commanding 
46-32 lead into the locker room. 
The Knights held Monmouth with-
out a fi eld goal for nearly a four 
minute span, as the Hawks gave up 
one of their highest point totals on 
the season in the fi rst half. 

Despite facing the large defi cit, 
there was still a sliver of hope, as 
the last four times these two con-

ference and Garden State rivals 
have gotten together, the team 
leading at halftime has gone on to 
lose the game. Also, the last three 
times these two teams met on tele-
vision, one of the teams had come 
back from a double digit defi cit 
to win the game. With those stats 
in mind, the argument could’ve 
been made that the Hawks had the 
Knights right where they wanted 
them. 

The Knights would show no 
mercy, coming out of the locker 
room on a 9-0 run to extend their 
lead to 23 points, 55-32. After 
missing their fi rst seven shots, 
the reigning NEC Rookie of the 
Week, Jhamar Youngblood, put 
Monmouth on the board with a la-
yup, ending a scoreless drought of 
4:22 to start the second half. 

Monmouth would make a run 
to get back in the game, going 
on a 10-0 run with 11 minutes 
to play to get within 13. A Dejan 
Delic layup with seven minutes 
to go pulled the Hawks within 11, 
but they would draw no closer, as 
FDU responded with a 5-0 run to 
put the game out of reach. 

One fi nal effort saw Monmouth 
pull back within 13 points with 
3:45 to go after a John Bunch 
three-point play. However, af-
ter Whitney Coleman missed a 
three pointer that would have cut 
the defi cit to 10, the Knights ran 
up the fl oor and drilled a three of 
their own for the fi nal dagger. 

Andre Harris, the league’s lead-
ing scorer, blasted the Hawks for a 
game high 24 points. Peeples and 
Ubilla each hit for 19, and Tyler 
fi nished in double fi gures for the 
Knights as well with 15. 

For the Hawks, Youngblood 
tied a career high with a 20-point 
performance, but received little 
help. Alston fi nished with 11, 

all in the fi rst half, Delic fi nished 
with 13, mostly in the second half, 
and Bunch fi nished with a strong 
13 point, 7 rebound, 6 block per-
formance, going 7-7 from the free 
throw line. 

While it was a “White Out” for 
the fans at Boylan Gym, they saw 
the Knights shoot “Lights Out,” 
shooting a blistering 59 percent 
from the fi eld for the game, includ-
ing 6-12 from three-point land, and 
14-17 from the charity stripe. 

The Hawks and the 10th ranked 
scoring offense in the NEC couldn’t 
keep up with the third ranked of-
fense in the NEC, as Monmouth 
allowed its highest point total since 
an 84-69 loss to Seton Hall back in 
early December. 

The loss ended a seven game 
win streak at home for the Hawks, 
dropping their record to 11-14 and 
6-7 in conference play. They are 
currently tied for seventh place 
with the Wagner Seahawks, a team 
they swept this season following a 
rare win on the road in Staten Is-
land last Thursday.

Up next, the Hawks will wel-
come another arch nemesis, the 
Central Connecticut State Blue 
Devils to Boylan Gym on Thurs-
day night before traveling to Mary-
land to play the Mount St. Mary’s 
Mountaineers on Saturday night. 

The Blue Devils boast a league 
best 13-1 conference record, hav-
ing won their last 11 in a row, the 
fi fth longest win streak in the na-
tion. 

The Blue Devils will also come 
to Boylan Gym looking to clinch 
the 2007 NEC Regular Season 
Championship with a win over the 
Hawks on Thursday night, a team 
that they have lost nine of their 
last 10 against, and a team that has 
ended their season the last three 
straight years.

PHOTO COURTESY of  MU Athletics

Whitney Coleman’s ball handling was not enough for the 
Hawks last Monday against Fairleigh Dickson.
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BRIGHTON PIZZA
& PASTA

148  BRIGHTON AVENUE, WEST END, 
LONG BRANCH

PHONE: 732-222-2600
FREE DELIVERY (MIN. $6.00)- 
CATERING AVAILABLE HOURS

TUESDAY-THURSDAY 11:00AM TO 10:00PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 11-00AM TO 11:00PM

SUNDAY 11:00AM TO 8:00PM 

CLOSED MONDAY

YOU CAN FIND US ON CAMPUSFOOD.COM

ALL LARGE 
PIES 

$6.00 
ALL WEEK

LARGE PIE 
1 TOPPING

$7.25

LARGE PIE 
W/ 12 

CHICKEN 
WINGS
$12.95

BUY TWO 
SUBS, GET 
THE 3RD 

FREE

PARTY SPECIALS

SMALL TRAY OF 
WINGS (40 WINGS)

1 BOTTLE OF 2 LITER 
SODA

LARGE 1 TOPPING 
PIZZA $26.95

PARTY SPECIAL
5 LARGE PIES ALL 1 

TOPPING CHOICE
3 ORDERS OF 

MOZZARELLA STICKS
2 BOTTLES OF 2 LITER 

SODAS
1 ORDER OF GARLIC 

KNOTS

$44.95

Women’s Basketball
Hawks Defeat St. Francis, 

Fall to LIU
Brianne Edwards Scores Career High 19 

ALEXANDER TRUNCALE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Monmouth Women’s bas-
ketball team now sits in sixth 
place in the Northeast Conference 
standings after splitting a pair of 
games this week.  

For the second time in just a 
week, the Hawks blew away St. 
Francis (PA) 77-59. Monmouth 
began the game up 22-10, receiv-
ing six points from Brianne Ed-
wards and fi ve points each from 

Charisse Johnson and Marisa Ji-
menez. MU took a 32-23 lead into 
the locker room at halftime.  

In the second half, Monmouth 
would gain a double-digit lead 
that they would not relinquish, af-
ter Jennifer Bender’s three point 
play at the 14:40 mark which put 
them up 45-32. A Jimenez layup 
gave the Hawks their biggest lead 

of the game, at 51-35. St. Francis 
would cut the lead to 62-51 with 
4:54 left in the game, but the Blue 
and White would put the game 
away down the stretch.  

Edwards led the way with a ca-
reer-high 19 points, while Jimenez 
added 12. Bender also chipped in 
with nine, all of which came in 
the second half. But the story of 
the game was the Hawks stingy 
defense, which held the Red Flash 
without a fi eld goal for eight min-

utes in the fi rst half. The 
Red Flash shot just 32 per-
cent from the fi eld in the 
fi rst half.

“Our defensive inten-
sity was the difference 
tonight,” said head coach 
Michele Baxter. “This is 
the second game in a row 
that we’ve really come 
to play on that end of the 
court and it showed to-
night with the outcome.” 

With a solid victory 
over SFU, the Hawks 
turned their attention to 
what they knew would 
be a tough game against 
fi rst-place LIU in Brook-
lyn. The Blackbirds went 
into the matchup with 11 

straight wins.
The Hawks hung tough 

in the fi rst half. An Ed-
wards jumper tied the 

game at 12 early in the fi rst half.  
After the teams went back and 
forth, the Blackbirds regained the 
lead at 21-18 on a three from Val-
erie Nainima.  

What would hurt the Hawks 
in the opening half was their 11 
turnovers compared to just six 
by LIU.  Despite this, Monmouth 
was down 23-19 at the break in a 

low-scoring affair, as the Hawks 
brought their best defensive game 
from the previous tilt, and held 
LIU to just 29 percent shooting.  

But the second half was a dif-
ferent story, as LIU just ran away 
from Monmouth. The Blackbirds 
opened the half on a 14-4 run, and 
took a 37-23 advantage.  

They would not look back, and 
continued to knock down shots.  
At the nine minute mark, the 
Blackbirds extended their lead to 
46-29, putting the game away with 
three straight three-pointers from 
Mikaelar Whippy, Nainima, and 
Brittani Kozik.  The Hawks would 
try to make it close, but it was not 
enough, as they fell 58-47.

The Hawks are now 14-8 over-
all and 7-5 in NEC play. They cur-
rently occupy the sixth spot in the 
NEC standings. Monmouth will 
take on Wagner at home and then 
will travel to Connecticut, fi rst to 
Fairfi eld to take on Sacred Heart, 
and then to New Britain to take 
on the Blue Devils of Cental Con-
necticut State.

PHOTO COURTESY of Monmouth Sports Information

Brainne Edwards accurate free 
throw shooting has proven key 
towards the end of game.

Deja Vu for Track 
and Field

Capture Third Consecutive NEC Title
MIKE TIEDEMANN

STAFF WRITER

The men’s and women’s track 
& fi eld teams set goals going into 
the NEC Championships this past 
weekend.  It was a clear goal:  win 
the NEC Championship.

If accomplished, this would 
have been the third straight for the 
men. The women barely missed 
out of the title the previous year.

In what was a very similar out-
come, the men’s team placed in 15 
events over the weekend on their 
way to the NEC Championship.  
The women, however, fell just two 
points short and fi nished second 
for the second straight year.

Behind fi rst place fi nishes in the 
4x400m and the distance medley 
relay team, the women got the re-
sults it needed in order to compete.  
However, it proved not enough as 
LIU edged them out for the sec-
ond straight year.

“The women had a great second 
day of competition,” said Coach 
Joe Compagni. “We had a lot of 
solid performances by both fresh-

men and veterans.”  The men used 
balanced results in their events on 
their way to 117 points over the 
weekend.

“The men’s team did not have a 
perfect meet, but we did come up 
with some great individual perfor-
mances to win our third straight 
championship,” said Compagni.

Top individual results came 
from David Gaines in the 800m 
and Nick Williams in the shot-

put for the men’s team. Latasha 
Dickson was able to capture the 
women’s 500m title when she 
came in at 1:15.44.

The weekend was fi lled with 
highs and lows throughout the 
events. For the men, the highs 
brought another championship.  
On the women’s side, while they 
didn’t come away with the title, 
they showed their resolve by com-
peting until the last event on their 
way to a very respectable 127 
points in the competition.  

Both teams will continue to train 
and look to improve for important 
upcoming events including the 
NCAA’s, ECAC’s, and IC4A’s.

PHOTO COURTESY of Monmouth Sports Information

The Women’s Track and Field team placed second 
in the NECs.

Coach Callahan 
Welcomes

Class of ‘07
CRAIG D’AMICO

ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR 

In front of a large group of 
Monmouth Hawks football sup-
porters, head football coach Kevin 
Callahan stepped to the podium last 
Wednesday night at the Varsity Club 
to announce the incoming recruiting 
class. 

It was all part of the Hawks’ Na-
tional Signing Day celebration. Cal-
lahan announced the addition of 15 
new student-athletes to their roster 
for the incoming 2007 football sea-
son. The recruits include 11 from the 
Garden State, three from Maryland, 
and the Blue and White’s fi rst ever 
recruit from the state of California. 

Callahan talked to the gathering 
about each individual recruit before 
taking questions from the crowd and 
showing a video of each recruit from 
their high school playing days. The 
video is currently available to watch 
on the Monmouth Hawks Web site, 
www.gomuhawks.com. 

“Our coaches did an outstand-
ing job of establishing a large pool 
of talented prospects,” said Calla-
han. “From that pool, we were able 
to land an excellent class, and meet 
our positional needs for this year. 
Academically and athletically, it is 
a very talented group that could im-
pact Monmouth football in the near 
future.”

Amongst the highlights from the 
recruits on the defensive side include 
defensive ends Garrett Culloo and 
Dave Ogden. Calloo played two years 
at Ocean High School and won back-
to-back state titles at Wayne Hills. 
The Hawks also introduced fi ve line-
backers: Mike Fullam, Derek King, 
Pierre LaFontant, Chris Mastrangelo, 
and Joe Valenti. Fullam fi nished his 
high school career with 16 sacks at 
Wayne Hills, King set a school record 
with 116 tackles at Ramapo last year, 
LaFontant was an All-County per-
former at Gaithersburg High School 
in Maryland, Mastrangelo came from 
the Randolph High School program, 
and Valenti led St. Peter’s Prep with 
nine sacks last year.  

On the offensive end, the Hawks 
welcome offensive linemen Alex Ia-
chetta and Jim Sullivan, kicker Matt 
Miller, and wide receiver Troy Yudin. 
Miller set a school record at Tenafl y 
with a 46 yard fi eld goal last year, and 
Yudin reeled in 13 touchdowns last 
year at William Heart High School.

Most of the Hawks’ attention was 
focused of the defensive side of the 
ball, due to the fact that the defend-
ing Northeast Conference champions 
lost nine of 11 starters from their de-
fensive unit from last year. 

The Hawks will open the 2007 
season on Labor Day weekend when 
they visit the University of Maine on 
Saturday, September 1, 2007.

PHOTO COURTESY of Monmouth Sports 
Information

Nyaimah Ware has helped 
her team by hitting key 
shots down the stretch of 
games.






