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Monmouth’s Masters of Sci-
ence degree program in Mental 
Health Counseling became the 
first graduate program in the 
state to receive accreditation by 
the Council for Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educa-
tional Programs in January.

The state’s Licensed Profes-
sional Counselors have educa-
tional requirements that have 
been set to match those with the 
CACREP.  Furthermore, Mon-
mouth’s graduate program is 
completing its goal for students 
to be able to apply for licensing 
in New Jersey.

Frances Trotman, Director of 
the Graduate Program in Psy-
chological Counseling, believes 
the accreditation is an accom-
plishment for several reasons. 

“First of all, meeting the 
standards means that we have 
created a program of high qual-

ity that
meets the stringent require-

ments of the profession. Second, 
we have a great deal of pride in 
being the first in NJ to receive 
this accreditation. Third, it 
means that our students are not 
only receiving the very highest 
quality education, but their de-
gree will imply adherence to NJ 
licensing educational require-
ments,” Trotman stated.

Trotman also explained how the 
CACREP accreditation works.  
She said that the counseling com-
munity recognizes the prestige 
associated with the accreditation, 
and the examining board spends 
a mass amount of time reviewing 
the program and making sure it 
meets the CACREP standards.   
The accreditation also has a pur-
pose to streamline the licensing 
process.
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The SGA held their seventh 
annual auction, with all of the 
proceeds donated to Michael’s 
Feat, an organization helping 
seriously ill newborns and their 
families.

The auction began at 2:30 p.m. 
in Anacon Hall and ran until all 
of the items were auctioned off 
at around 4:30 p.m.

The items auctioned were col-
lected by the Monmouth Uni-
versity Student Government 
Association (SGA), and the bid-
ding was kicked off by Amanda 
Klaus, Vice President of SGA 
and auctioneer for the day.

Robin Craig, president of the 
Monmouth University Commu-
nity Service Club, a volunteer-
ing “Vanna White” for the event, 
displayed items for auction and 
reported what the Community 
Service Club did to help out at 
the auction. “We helped get a 
couple of donations, and we end-
ed up with 80 total,” Craig said.

Every item on the auction table 
sold, the most expensive being a 
Monmouth resident parking de-
cal, which sold at the retail value 
of $350.

Other items that provoked 
much back-and-forth bidding 
were iPod Shuffles, sold for $65 
each, an authentic Coach purse, 
sold for $305, and a Mountain 
Dew mountain bike, sold for 
$100.

Some big ticket items includ-
ed New York and Philadelphia 
sports teams autographed mem-
orabilia, New Jersey Nets tick-
ets, Avon, Mary Kay and Block-
buster gift baskets, assorted play 
tickets, Monmouth bookstore 
hooded sweatshirts, and movie 
tickets.

The SGA auctioned off a vari-
ety of creative prizes, including 
dinner at Vice President Nagy’s 
home, auctioned for $65.

President Gaffney participated 
in the auction, winning bids on 
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall 
movie tickets and an Outback 
Steak House gift certificate.

Before the fun and bidding of-
ficially began, Adam Puharic, co-
founder of Michael’s Feat, spoke 
to the audience about the organi-
zation and its mission to help 

On Wednesday, February 11, 
the Monmouth University Cath-
olic Centre held their weekly 
“Why Believe?” Series at the 
Catholic Centre on campus.

Mr. and Mrs. Jaquab, the 
campus ministers, led the dis-
cussion.  This week, the topic 
was relationships—apropos, 
with Valentine’s Day just three 
days away.

The series is a weekly 
Wednesday evening discussion, 
aimed at addressing students’ 
questions and concerns about 
Christian faith and reinforcing 
the importance of faith in God.

Each topic follows a similar 
discussion pattern every week.  
On Wednesday, the group read 
from the Bible, watched a video, 
and lastly, completed a chapter 
in the series workbook.

The group was smaller than 
a normal “Why Believe?” 
Wednesday, but all students 
and the campus ministers par-
ticipated actively.  Mr. Jaquab 

kicked off the opening prayer, 
thanking God for allowing the 
group to come together and 
asking Him to listen to the 
group as they discussed His 
Word.

Readings from the Bible 
consisted of text that exempli-
fied God’s message of togeth-
erness.  The Bible was passed 
around the entire group as each 
person read a verse out loud 
from 1 Corinthians.

Mr. Jaquab explained that 
God’s intention was for people 
to find comfort and happiness, 
both in familial relationships 
and friendships.  “We all ex-
ist as individuals, but we are 
not just separate ships drifting 
along,” Jaquab said.

The importance of giving 
companionship was addressed 
as well.  The group talked 
about the giving and receiving 
of companionship, and viewed 
this as a general mission shared 
by all people.

The Desperate Mama’s Relay 
for Life team hosted their first 
ever Press Your Luck Carnival 
in the Plangere Center lobby this 
past Friday to raise money to 
help fight cancer. 

The team is comprised of 
women, all of whom work in the 
Plangere Center. The original 
members are Donna Mancini 
(Team Captain, WMCX),  Sandy 
Brown (The Outlook),  Evelyn 
Herrera (Facilities Management), 
Christina Delbene, Kristine Si-
moes,  & Diane McQuay (Com-
munication Department), Linda 
Mussara (Aramark:Einstein Ba-
gels).

The name, Desperate Ma-
ma’s, is a play off of the name 
of the television show Desper-
ate Housewives.“We are a tight 
knit group with a fight against 

Photo Courtesy of Donna Mancini

Plangere Center lobby was filled with students and staff alike for the Press Your Luck 
Carnival.
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The Monmouth University Police Department is an armed, fully com-
missioned police force operating 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The 
department consists of 20 full-time offi cers and detectives, as well as 
safety offi cers, dispatchers, and traffi c attendants. University police of-
fi cers patrol the campus and off-campus residential facilities in marked 

patrol units, on bicycles, and on foot.

If you have any questions regarding the MU Police Department, or if 
you need any 

assistance, please feel free to direct any inqueries to 732-571-3472.

Monmouth University Police Department
Crimes By Location

M.U.P.D.
CACREP continued from pg. 1 

Stanton Green, Dean of the Mc-
Murray School of Humanities and 
Social Science, was also involved 
in the accreditation process and 
oversaw the proposal.  He also met 
with the accrediting team who vis-
ited Monmouth. 

Green explained that in order 
for the accreditation to take place, 
the university must fi rst apply, and 
then fi ll out a proposal.  Finally, the 
provost must approve of the appli-
cation.  

According to Trotman, the grad-
uate students will greatly benefi t 
from graduating from a program 
that has such a high standard. 

“Mentioning that their degree is 
from a CACREP approved univer-
sity will be helpful to them for any 
further education and licensing.  
Our students will be more attrac-
tive to employers seeking the best 
counselors. The national recogni-
tion of such a degree will help our 
students in competing for higher 
quality jobs, in New Jersey and 
other states,” Trotman said. 

Monmouth was one of the fi rst 
higher learning institutions to have 
a master’s program in counseling.

Trotman stated:  “The faculty of 
the Graduate Department of Psy-
chological Counseling consists of 
an extraordinary group of profes-
sors and a fi eld placement coordi-
nator, all of whom worked incred-
ibly hard and selfl essly to make this 
happen. We care deeply about our 
students becoming the best coun-
selors and psychotherapists that 
they can be. As teachers and as 
practicing professionals, we know 
that this accreditation will help us 

to maintain the high standards that 
we have for ourselves, our students 
and the Graduate Department of 
Psychological Counseling.”

The master’s program received a 
letter and a certifi cate of recogni-
tion from the CACREP.  A private 
ceremony was held for the Psycho-
logical Counseling department in 
the Edison Science Building.

“National accreditation is a form 
of universal outreach in the sense 
that it expands the borders of the 
university.  The University can ex-
pect to draw from a larger pool of 
interested students throughout the 
nation and abroad who want to ex-
perience the personal and profes-
sional benefi ts of an outstanding 
education,” Trotman said. 

Trotman also said that this is a 
tremendous achievement for the 
university.

“Monmouth has provided and 
will continue to provide all of the 
resources that we need to maintain 
our CACREP Accreditation. The 
Graduate Department of Psycho-
logical Counseling is fortunate to 
be part of the Monmouth Univer-
sity community whose generos-
ity and support enabled us to have 
achieved our M.S. accreditation 
and the distinction of being the fi rst 
and only such program accredited 
in the entire state of New Jersey,” 
Trotman said. 

Over 200 students are currently 
studying counseling in the health 
care fi eld, which is one of the most 
in-demand areas in the country.

“Being the fi rst and only ac-
credited program of course give 
Monmouth the competitive edge 
on getting the best students into the 
program,” Green said.

CACREP Accreditation

Carnival continued from pg. 1

Press Your Luck Carnival in Plangere Center
cer - we are all desperately on 

a mission to raise funds,” said 
Mancini. This year, there are 
over twenty new members called 
“little mama’s.”

The team began planning the 
event in December as a “kick-
off” event for Relay for Life.  
They began by choosing a date. 
When it was settled that the event 
would happen on Friday the 13th 
and on the day before Valentine’s 
Day, it was suggested that theme 
be Press Your Luck. Once the 
event was decided on, the wom-
en began soliciting for prizes, 
making posters and advertizing, 
in addition to performing many 
other preparations for the event.  
“There is a lot of footwork that 
needed to be done in order to 
have an event run smooth and be 
effective,” said Donna Mancini, 
the Team Captain.

The Carnival ran from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and included many ar-
eas and games including Tarot 

card readings, pie tossing, raf-
f les, and food vendors.

“Besides the wonderful sup-
port from employees and stu-
dents of Monmouth University, 
our vendors were the ones who 
supplied all the gifts for the gift 
auction. This auction took in 
over $2,200.00,” said Mancini.

According to Brown, “There 
were 68 local sponsors who do-
nated gift certificates and ser-
vices.  Linda and Kathryn from 
Einstein’s were instrumental in 
soliciting local businesses to as-
sist us with this event. We could 
not have raised as much money 
without these great donations.”

The raff les consisted of three 
tier value levels and a grand 
prize table. The “red” table priz-
es were valued from $25 to $49, 
“purple” table prizes from $50-
$99, “gold” table prizes from 
$99-$150, and the three grand 
prizes value over $150. 

DATE TIME LOCATION CRIME PREVENTABLE

11/08/2008-2/5/2009 UNK Spruce Hall Harassment (DVA) No

2/6/2009 1643 Birch Hall Harassment - text messages No

2/11/2009 1600 Library Theft of wallet Yes

2/12/2009 2237 Cedar Hall Underage Poss of Alcoholic Beverage No

2/14/2009 124 Beechwood Underage Poss of Alcoholic Beverage No

The gift raff les raised the most 
money, but the Tarot card reader, 
gift sales, and pie throw, which 
raised over $400 alone, were also 
lucrative as well.

The event raised over $3600, 
all of which will be donated to 
the Relay for Life.

Some areas, such the food 
sales and the Ring Toss game, 
were not as well-received as the 
group had hoped. “If we choose 
to keep them, they will be moved 
to different areas for more expo-
sure,” said Mancini.

According to Mancini, “[the 
turnout] was absolutely amaz-
ing. The Plangere Center was 
buzzing from start to finish.”

“This event was important 
because it publicized the Relay 
for Life and raise money for a 
good cause,” Sabrina Shuckin, 
a junior Public Relations/Jour-
nalism major,  said, “and I loved 
smashing a pie in professor 

McAllister-Spooner face,”
Each of the members has a per-

sonal stake in the fi ght against 
cancer. “Some of us are actual 
survivors.  Each one of us has had 
someone that been affected by 
this disease – a sister, a daughter, 
a parent, a friend. Our wish is that 
every cancer patient have a 100% 
chance to survive after being di-
agnosed. Survival for all needs to 
be the outcome. Research to fi nd 
these cures needs fi nancial sup-
port and that is where the Relay 
for Life helps out,” Mancini said.

“I was very impressed with 
the turnout.  The foot traffic was 
constant and everyone seemed to 
be having a great time,” McQuay 
said.

“As a team, we are very thank-
ful and blessed to be able to pull 
our thoughts and talents together 
to put on this event. It was suc-
cessful beyond our dreams,” 
Mancini said. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Donna Mancini

A banner and balloons were among the many decorations that decorated the Plangere Center lobby. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Donna Mancini

Many staff and students played roles in Carnival.
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Future of School Textbooks Written in Cyberspace
MARA ROSE WILLIAMS
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

Northwest Missouri State Uni-
versity students started spring se-
mester classes Monday, but many 
aren’t lugging thick textbooks 
around campus.

Instead, most students are car-
rying a lightweight electronic de-
vice that can fi t in a coat pocket 
and hold the textbook material for 
all their classes. Some students 
will download their text informa-
tion onto their laptops.

At Northwest, textbooks _ at 
least the bound kind _ are fast be-
coming a thing of the past.

Besides taking a load off stu-
dents’ backs, going textbook-free 
can save them a lot of money.

The pilot electronic textbook 
program began in the fall with 
four classes and about 200 stu-
dents. This spring, roughly 4,000 
of the school’s 6,500 students will 
use electronic textbooks.

“I think that it’s the way the 
world is going,” said Dean L. Hub-
bard, Northwest’s president, who 
is retiring in July after 25 years at 
the Maryville, Mo., university.

Textbook publishers say many 
colleges are moving toward us-
ing some electronic textbooks, 
but Northwest’s plan to eventu-
ally eliminate all bound textbooks 
makes it a leader in the move-
ment.

“Right now, digital products ac-
count for a small percent of our 
higher education business, but it 
is growing at a rate that is breath-
taking,” said Jeffrey Ho, a product 

manager for McGraw-Hill Educa-
tion.

But Northwest can only move 
toward a bookless campus as fast 
as the availability of e-books al-
lows, Hubbard said.

“Publishers don’t have all text-
books online yet,” he said. “But 
I would think as a realistic mea-
sure we could be totally out of the 
printed textbook business in three 
years.”

That idea pleases sophomore 
Mike Jenkins.

“I think the 
whole concept 
is pretty cool,” 
said Jenkins, 19, 
of Lee’s Sum-
mit, Mo. Jenkins 
used e-books in 
his history class 
during the fall 
semester.

“I would like 
it if we didn’t 
have textbooks 
at all anymore,” he said. “You 
wouldn’t have the hassle of mess-
ing with books. The e-book is so 
convenient, and you don’t have to 
carry all those books around.”

Plus, unlike printed textbooks, 
e-books have pop-up interactive 
quizzes and the ability to search 
the full text within seconds for 
key words. New electronic reader 
technology also will allow stu-
dents to take notes in on-screen 
posted notes.

Jenkins found a few “minor” 
problems with the e-reader gadget 
that he and his classmates used.

“You can’t look at a whole page 

on one screen, and it doesn’t have 
a backlight to light up the screen, 
so you have to be somewhere that 
is well lit,” he said.

Not all students were as com-
fortable with the electronic text-
books.

“I always worried that some-
thing would happen, like it would 
crash on the night I had to study 
for a test,” said Jennifer Martin, 
a 22-year-old Northwest senior 
from Liberty, Mo.

“It’s a good concept, but I didn’t 
like it that much. I would rather 
fl ip pages back and forth in the 
textbook when I’m studying. 
Maybe it would be better to start 
this with freshmen who haven’t 
yet gotten used to studying using 
a regular textbook.”

Students who want a traditional 
textbook could still get one.

But the cost savings are hard 
to ignore, even at Northwest, a 
school that already is unique be-
cause of its textbook rental system 
and its history of giving every stu-
dent a laptop.

A textbook-free campus 

“Publishers don’t have all textbooks 
online yet.  But I would think as a 

realistic measure we could be totally 
out of the printed textbook business in 

three years.”
DEAN L. HUBBARD

President of Northwest Missouri State University

SGA Auction
Monmouth County families with 

seriously ill newborn children.  
Along with his wife Dana, Puharic 
told the audience Michael’s Feat is 
a non-profi t organization aimed at 
easing the burden for families who 
are caring for sick infants and also 
enabling these parents to bring their 
children home well.

Puharic said his family began 
Michael’s Feat in honor and mem-
ory of their son Michael, a brave 
little boy who made a great impact 
on family, friends, and the nursing 
staff at Monmouth Medical Center 
where he was born in 2000.  Mi-
chael passed away due to a serious 
chromosome disorder.

Some of the staff pitched in, Pu-
haric told the audience, to donate 
to Michael and ensure their family 
some comfort and peace of mind 

Entrepreneurship Class 
Partners with Printer Ink 

Cartridge Franchise

HILLARY LEWIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

 

Entrepreneur business class is 
partnering with one of the larg-
est printer ink cartridge fran-
chises, called Cartridge World. 
Cartridge World is the world 
leader in printer cartridge re-
filling and recycling. Professor 
Buzza is instructing the Entre-
preneur students and the class 
has been learning how to run a 
business and the responsibili-
ties that are involved with busi-
nesses. All of the students are 
giving 100 percent effort in or-

der for Cartridge World to take 
off in Oakhurst, New Jersey.

Cartridge World will revolu-
tionize the computer printer ink 
market. Cartridge World sells 
approximately 150 different 
inks and toners and will refill 
most of the branded cartridges. 
Some branded cartridges that 
Cartridge World will refill are 
HP, Dell, Canon, Lexmark & 
Epson. Cartridge World will 
refill most laser toners and fax 
cartridges. 

For the going green activists 
Cartridge World will transform 
how people recycle. Studies 
have shown on the Cartridge 
World website (www.Cartridge-

PRESS RELEASE

knowing Michael had these neces-
sary items.

“We decided that this was such a 
real act of kindness that we would 
create a charity in honor of Mi-
chael,” Puharic said.

Puharic thanked Monmouth Uni-
versity, the SGA, and other participat-
ing groups for their time and charity.

Michael’s Feat Organization also 
works to educate information about 
seriously ill newborns, and offers 
benefi ts to parents who are caring 
for them.

The organization can also be 
found on Facebook and has an on-
line store, where sales from pur-
chases go towards sick newborns 
and their parents. 

For more information on the Mi-
chael’s Feat Organization, or to fi nd 
out what you can do to make a dif-
ference in the lives of Monmouth 
County families, visit www.mi-
chaelsfeat.org.

Auction continued from pg. 1

WorldUSA.com) that about 
eight cartridges are thrown 
away in the United States every 
second. Also it takes about a 
galloon of oil to make a new la-
ser cartridge. Cartridge World 
saves customers 20 to 30 per-
cent on printer ink and laser 
cartridges. This is done by re-
cycling cartridges by refilling 
empty ink and laser cartridges. 
The students have been learning 
that a printer cartridge thrown 
into a landfill can take up to 
450 years to decompose. With 
this new technique of recycling 
printer cartridges, there will 
be less pollution and a better 
cleaner Earth.

would save the university about 
$400,000 a year. Currently the 
university spends about $800,000 
a year to keep an inventory of 
about 50,000 to 80,000 textbooks 
that are rented out to students. 
Northwest students pay about 
$80 to $90 a semester on books, a 
fraction of what students at other 
schools pay.

Northwest will continue to 
charge students just a rental fee. 
But once the e-book program goes 

c a m pu s w id e , 
Hubbard said, 
Northwest stu-
dents’ book fee 
will be cut in 
half.

E-books are 
less expensive 
than bound 
books, which 
are updated ev-
ery few years 
and then have 
to be repur-

chased by the school. E-books can 
be updated at no cost.

Even at schools without a rental 
system, students would pay far 
less for texts on e-books than they 
would for bound books.

Nationally, the cost of textbooks 
has soared in the last decade. The 
average college student spends 
nearly $1,000 a year on textbooks, 
according to the National Asso-
ciation of College Stores.

Northwest will purchase the 
electronic readers and then load 
them with the e-books each stu-
dent needs. The student would 
pick up their loaded e-reader at 

the university bookstore or have 
their electronic textbooks loaded 
on their laptop.

The e-book plan is being phased 
in, with more faculty members 
signing up each year to teach class-
es using electronic textbooks.

“We think that students who are 
coming to Northwest today are 
more comfortable with learning 
from electronic text because they 
are used to reading from a com-
puter screen,” said Paul Klute, as-
sistant to the president at North-
west.

“It’s nothing for a student to 
read for two or three hours on a 
computer screen.”

University faculty members are 
getting used to the idea of North-
west doing away with bound text-
books, but they hope students can 
choose to read the e-books on lap-
tops, e-readers or iPods.

“We are going to have to have 
multiple modes of delivery,” said 
Rod Barr, an agriculture instruc-
tor who used the e-reader gadget 
in one of his fall classes. “Not all 
students are the same and not all 
classes use textbooks in the same 
way.”

Barr said the e-reader used by 
his students had limited use for 
class discussions requiring stu-
dents to jump around from chapter 
to chapter.

“It’s a good device for straight 
front-to-back novel reading, 
though,” he said.

He said the more technological-
ly savvy students in his class used 
the device the most, “but they also 
had the greatest expectations.”

Mr. Jaquab added that everyone 
also has a specifi c mission assigned 
by The Lord, and this lies in the gifts 
and talents God has given each in-
dividual.  The group discussed how 
these gifts could be used to improve 
relationships with family and friends.

A Monmouth University grad stu-
dent and Public Relations Represen-
tative for the Catholic Centre, Aaron 
Reevey, discussed mistakes people 
make, which cause their relationships 
to suffer. “Our country is an individu-
alistic society as opposed to a collec-
tive society, and we don’t fi gure out 
until it’s too late that we need relation-
ships,” Reevey said.

After the reading and discussion, 
the group saw a short video narrated 
by a Catholic priest who outlined the 
importance of giving of oneself in or-
der to maintain close, strong relation-

 “Why Believe?” Series
Why Believe continued from pg. 1 ships with others and with God.  The 

video addressed knowing, loving, 
serving, and sharing with compan-
ions.

The last activity was completing a 
discussion from the series workbook, 
Lifework, written by Rick Sarkisian, 
Ph.D.  The group took turns sharing 
stories about improving relationships 
with unpleasant or diffi cult people in 
their lives.

The evening concluded with a recap 
of valuable, practical lessons learned, 
such as accepting and loving family 
and friends unconditionally, giving 
love and companionship without ex-
pectation, and improving challenging 
relationships.

“Why Believe?” meets every 
Wednesday evening at 7:30 in the 
Catholic Centre, located on campus.  
Mr. and Mrs. Jaquab urge everyone 
interested in the workshop to stop by 
for fulfi lling discussions on faith and 
other worthwhile topics.

FridaysFridays Saturdays Saturdays
1/231/23 Nick and Nora’s Infinite PlaylistNick and Nora’s Infi nite Playlist 1/241/24 QuarantineQuarantine

1/301/30 High School Musical 3: Senior Yr.High School Musical 3: Senior Yr. 1/311/31 Zach and Miri Make a PornoZach and Miri Make a Porno

2/132/13 Role Models  Role Models    2/142/14 TwilightTwilight

2/272/27 Quantum of Solace Quantum of Solace    2/282/28 80’s Movie Marathon80’s Movie Marathon
7 PM         7 PM Weird Science  Weird Science
9 PM9 PM 16 Candles  16 Candles
11 PM11 PM National Lampoon’s VacationNational Lampoon’s Vacation

3/203/20 Seven PoundsSeven Pounds       3/213/21 The Day the Earth Stood StillThe Day the Earth Stood Still

4/34/3 The Curious Case of Benjamin ButtonThe Curious Case of Benjamin Button 4/44/4 Yes ManYes Man

4/174/17 Bedtime Stories Bedtime Stories    4/184/18 Paul Blart: Mall CopPaul Blart: Mall Cop

5/15/1 Confessions of a ShopaholicConfessions of a Shopaholic 5/25/2 He’s Just Not That Into YouHe’s Just Not That Into You

Free  Free  movies movies   &&  Free    Free  fl avored  popcorn fl avored  popcorn !!

MOVIES @MOVIES @  77  & & 1111  PM  IN THE UNDERGROUNDPM  IN THE UNDERGROUND

SSerieseriesssPRINGPRING
WeekendWeekend

FREEFREE

FREEFREE
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ATTENTION SENIORS & GRADUATE STUDENTS

Did you know that you have to apply to GRADUATE?

If you think you will finish your degree at the end of this semester
you must apply to graduate!

PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THESE IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE

MAY 2009 GRADUATION:

March 1, 2009: Deadline to submit Graduation Applications
through e FORM’s
April 15th, 2009: Deadline to submit Substitutions, or
Waivers through e FORM’s

Please note: Applications, Substitutions, or Waivers received
after the deadline dates will not be processed.

Monmouth University Monmouth University 
Your Name Here 

 
Your Degree Here 

Your Major Here 

• Earn both your Master of Arts in
Teaching (MAT) and New Jersey Teaching
Certificate in just 12 months!

• Bachelor’s degree in a teaching content
area required

• Available options:
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After petitioning the town over 
a six month period, the West 
Long Branch Fire Department 
(WLBFD) has added a full time 
student criterion along with ei-
ther being a resident or working 
in West Long Branch and has been 
heavily recruiting since the begin-
ning of 2008. 

Rich Cooper, the Captain and Re-
cruitment Offi cer of the WLBFD, 
has been looking for interested stu-
dents in the surrounding community 
by doing public service announce-
ments with WMCX, working with 
the local newspaper “The Link”, 
setting up a table at the Involvement 
Fair at Monmouth University, and 
displaying their Fire Explore Pro-
gram at local high schools.

As a third generation fi refi ghter 
with 20 years of career experience, 
Cooper knows exactly what being a 
fi refi ghter has taught him, which can 
also help students in the classroom. 

“It teaches things like teamwork 
and that there are no individuals 
and that communication between 
them to achieve a common goal 
is very important. They deal with 
things like problem solving, espe-
cially in stressful situations, and 
are put in very involved a scenario 
which they try to overcome every 
day and that’s a huge life lesson as 
well,” he said.

Chris Rau and Jordan Schach-
tel were the fi rst students from 
Monmouth to be a part of the 
WLBFD. 

Jordan Schachtel, a sophomore 
political science major, has been a 
fi refi ghter for two and a half years 
and began at home in Franklin 
Lakes. “I’ve been interested in be-
ing a fi refi ghter since September 
11. I looked up to those people 
and heard stories of the incred-
ible things they achieved…they 
became my idols. I joined right 
when I turned 17, and was certi-
fi ed at 18.” 

Chris Rau, a sophomore crimi-
nal justice major, looks up to Coo-

per as his role model because he 
was his fi rst contact in WLB and 
has really tried to get more inter-
est in the department. While Rau 
is more involved with EMT and 
EMS, he joined the fi re depart-
ment because he wanted to expand 
his abilities and eventually hopes 
to be in law enforcement.

Other Monmouth students 
joined the department to follow 
in the footsteps of family mem-
bers. Robert Gallina, a freshman 
accounting major, wants to be 
a career back up fi ghter and has 
currently been fi ghting fi res for 
three years. He wanted to become 
a fi refi ghter because of his uncle 
of which whom 
he looks up to in 
Bellville in Essex 
County. At his de-
partment at home 
they want him to 
become a lieuten-
ant. 

Justin Blake, 
a freshman and 
criminal justice 
major, wants to be 
a paid fi refi ghter 
or in the defense 
and anti-terrorist 
department of the 
government. As a 
third generation fi refi ghter who 
has been one for a year and a half, 
he’s made a lot of friends and 
looks up to his dad, the lieutenant 
of West Long Branch.

Dan Gregory music industry 
major is currently a junior and 
wants to pursue a career as a fi re-
fi ghter after college as well, join-
ing college mostly for the general 
education classes and degree.

“It seemed to just click one 
day and all make sense, almost 
like someone had fl ipped a light 
switch. My dad was an EMT and 
served as a captain in the Mili-
tary and my Grandfather served 
in the Navy, so I suppose I always 
wondered what I would do to give 
back,” Gregory said.

Cooper made an impression 
on Gregory as well. “He was ex-

tremely friendly and approach-
able. I suppose that was the fi rst 
moment I ever truly considered 
pursuing volunteering,” Gregory 
said.

Cooper and a few members of 
his team are going to Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania to see how other fi re 
departments work. “It helps to get 
fresh ideas about public safety. 
On May 16, there will be a spring 
safety seminar where fi refi ght-
ers from all over the state will be 
coming and that’s just another way 
to expand our training.”

Rau went into further detail in 
Cooper’s efforts to get more in-
volved with Monmouth Univer-

sity. “The WLBFD had smoke 
trailers during the fi rst week of 
school. They are mobile homes 
which they smoked out and people 
had to try to crawl and make their 
way through.

Also, on October 4, there was 
an open house for fi re prevention 
week.”

Gregory added, “The West 
Long Branch Department (both 
company 1 and 2) do come to the 
University to help out and raise 
awareness. We are there for home-
coming and will also be there to 
do Fire Watch for the new MAC 
center on occasions. We respond 
to every single call the university 
has to ensure safety on the cam-
pus.”

While there are many responsi-
bilities of a fi refi ghter, Cooper ex-

plains the typical rewards of being 
a fi refi ghter, which aren’t so typi-
cal. “It’s all about the experiences, 
helping people really in need, the 
excitement and uncertainty with 
nothing scripted on a nine to fi ve 
day job. Anything can happen, 
then you have to deal with it and 
overcome it together, the camara-
derie is amazing and they became 
my second family... I get emotion-
al talking about them. We do so-
cial stuff together too like going to 
baseball games and we help each 
other when we’re down. But most 
of the time we’re laughing and 
having a great time.”

“My least favorite part is the 
tragedies. You 
have to remember 
it is a job and you 
need to get the job 
done, and then deal 
with the emotions. 
I still have a hard 
time when families 
and children are in-
volved. Also when 
there’s politics, for 
some people it’s 
hard to understand 
what exactly we do. 
Also getting up at 
three am for burnt 
popcorn at MU 

isn’t fun. 80% isn’t serious but that 
other 10% is what you have to be 
ready for. You don’t know when 
that 10 % will happen so I try to 
go to everything.”

Luckily, none of the students 
have come in contact with terrible 
tragedies yet, but can attest to the 
good and bad sides of being a fi re-
fi ghter.

Rau said, “Monmouth has a lot 
of false alarms. The fi re depart-
ment was there fi ve times last 
week for smoke alarms, someone 
smelling smoke in Bey Hall, and 
a fog machine in the dorms.” He 
advises people not to play with the 
smoke alarms because it is taking 
precious time away from other 
emergencies.

“It has taught me leadership 
brotherhood, everyone has each 

other’s backs no matter what and 
you trust your lives with them. 
You can be under any condition 
but you watch out for each other,” 
Schachtel said.

Gregory added, “As far as what 
I have gotten out of being a fi re-
fi ghter, it’s a bit diffi cult to put 
into words. I have been fortunate 
enough to fi nd a second family 
and a true sense of brotherhood 
among the men in my department. 
I do enjoy the excitement of al-
ways being on call and being part 
of the solution to some diffi cult 
problems. Putting on the turn out 
gear makes you realize that you 
are part of something, and even 
though it can be dangerous and 
risky, it is worth it to know you 
are there to help. I realize that it 
can a times be diffi cult to balance 
classes, work, a social life, and 
being a volunteer; but I wouldn’t 
change it for a minute. I feel like 
everyone should help each other 
and give back in any way that 
they can, and I believe that this 
is the best way for me. I hope to 
become more active and more in-
volved in the department as time 
goes on, and become more like 
the brave and selfl ess men that I 
work with.”

The WLBFD is going to begin 
large renovations on the fi re house 
to give back to the fi refi ghters and 
this big plan will be debuted next 
month. It will incorporate a “live 
in” program where living quarters 
will be established and there will 
be better rooms for studying. “We 
want to help Monmouth and the 
community as they have helped us. 
I want to follow President Barack 
Obama’s new plan by stepping up 
for the community - I’m trying to 
be a part of that,” Cooper said. 

To contact the WLBRD, you can 
go online to their contact page off 
of WLBFD.org, or call their offi ce 
number 732-229-1223. 

Most people picture a fi refi ghter 
with their walkie-talkie on their 
hip, and a hero amidst the smoke. 
Why can’t they be Monmouth stu-
dents as well?

“It has taught me leadership 
brotherhood, everyone has each 
other’s backs no matter what and 

you trust your lives with them. 
You can be under any condition 

but you watch out for each other.”
JORDAN SCHACHTEL

Student-Firefighter

CHRISSY MURRAY
MANAGING EDITOR

Local Fire Department Sparks Interest with Students
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Some special services require advance notice.

featuring Aparna Ramaswamy  
& Japanese drumming by

 Wadaiko Ensemble Tokara

Saturday February 21 @ 8PM

POLLAK THEATRE

Intro to Indian Dance & Floor Painting Workshop
Friday February 20 @ 7PM @ ANACON HALL

Ragamala 
Music & Dance Theater 

Sva (Vital Force)

732-263-M U T X   www.monmouth.edu/arts 

presents

A
M

IT
A

V
 G

H
O

SH
4/

27
 A

T 
4:

30
B

EF
O

R
E 

TH
E 

R
A

IN
S 

 3
/3

 A
T 

7
A

N
N

U
 P

A
LA

K
U

N
N

A
TH

U
 M

A
TT

H
EW

G
A

LL
ER

Y
 S

H
O

W
 1

-2
0 

- 
3/

13Don’t miss these cross cultural events!

All Free to 
MU students!

Apply Online • www.monmouth.edu/admission

The Accelerated MBA program is a one-year,
cohort-based program, meaning students take a
predetermined sequence of evening courses—
including a mix of classroom and online formats—
to earn the required 30 credit hours.

• Students take three classes in both the fall
and spring semesters, and four classes in
summer sessions. 

• 30 credit hours

• AACSB Accredited

INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday, February 25,  7:00 p.m.

Wilson Hall, Room 104

West Long Branch, New Jersey 
gradadm@monmouth.edu 

800-693-7372 • 732-571-3452

ACCELERATED MBA

Interested in writing, editing, photography or layout 
& design? Join The Outlook! General meetings are 

Mondays at 9:00 p.m. in The Plangere Center Room 
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 Did you know... your cartoon or picture can 
be here next week! 

It can be about anything but should be related to the 
Monmouth community, student life, or something going 

on in the news that week. 
E-mail submissions to outlook@monmouth.edu 

and it could be printed here next week. 

Interested in writing, editing, photography or layout 
& design? Join The Outlook! General meetings are 

Mondays at 9:00 p.m. in The Plangere Center Room 260.
Tara Fantini

FRANK GOGOL
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Diana Cappelluti

Why I Did It ...Why I Did It ...

This past Friday, the Desperate 
Mamas Relay for Life team held 
their Press Your Luck Carnival in 
the lobby of the Plangere Center. 
I was fortunate enough to be able 
to help with the preparation work 
for the event and 
to actually be in-
volved within the 
event. 

My job there, 
however, was 
what some would 
consider less 
than glorious. 

There were 
three roles that 
contributed to 
the station where 
I volunteered.

The fi rst role 
was my own. I 
sat behind a table 
wearing a pon-
cho and ridicu-
lous lime green 
clown mittens 
while holding a 
board in front of 
my face with a hole cut out of it so 
that my face could fi t into it. On 
the board a clown was painted so 
that it looked as if my face were 
the face of the clown.

This was not for without rea-
son, however. The second role 
belonged to another student who 
stood a couple feet beside me. It 

was her prestigious duty to fi ll 
medium-sized paper plates with 
whipped cream. 

The third role, if you have not 
figured this out yet, was filled 
by the attendees of the carni-
val. It was their job to take the 
aforementioned plate of whipped 
cream and attempt to throw it 

into the hole in the board where 
my face rested. 

And without fail, every single 
person who tossed a plate at my 
face was someone I knew. Had cir-
cumstances been permitting, I’m 
sure many others would have been 
there to take advantage of this rare 
opportunity.

After sitting behind the board, in 
spite of the poncho, I was covered 
in whipped cream. It was on my 
shoes, my shirt, in my hair, and in 
my eye (which burned a little). 

Looking back, I realize that I 
signed up to be publicaly humili-
ated and given the chance to do it 
again, I would absolutely do it. 

Yes, I was 
embarrassed 
and yes, my 
face hurt, but 
with some-
thing like 
this, you have 
to look at the 
bigger pic-
ture. While 
the other par-
ticipants and 
I sat behind 
that board for 
a combined 
time of five 
hours, we 
were help-
ing to raise 
money for 
an extremely 
i m p o r t a n t 
cause. Twen-

ty minutes of public humiliation 
is worth it if it is helping to save 
lives and support research that 
one day might save your own. 

Sure, I’ll be cleaning pie out 
my ear for a week, but in the end, 
that is a small price to pay when 
I know that good will come from 
it. 
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

THE OUTLOOK WILLINGLY CORRECTS ALL FACTUAL MISTAKES AND ERRORS.  IF YOU HAVE 
NOTICED A MISTAKE IN THIS ISSUE OF THE OUTLOOK, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO OUTLOOK@

MONMOUTH.EDU WITH THE SUBJECT LINE: “CORRECTION” OR CALL AT (732)571-3481.

Last week the jump from the story “Monmouth University Scool of Social Work Donates Used Books to 
Ghanna” was incorrectly titled “Coats for Ghana.”

The jump from the story “Original Tuskegee Airman Lectures to University on War Experience” contained a 
spelling error in the word “Tuskegee.”

The pictue for the story “PRSSA Holds First Regional Activity” was incorrectly identifi ed Ann Subervi, the  
Professional Advisor for PRSSA, as Mallory Rapisarda, the Vice President of PRSSA.

How To: Avoid 
First Date Crises

My best friend Katie, a Brown 
University graduate, experi-
enced the worst f irst date that 
I have ever heard of. A friend 
of a friend asked her to go out 
with him on a random night in 
the fall 2004. She accepted the 
invitation unaware of the mis-
ery that she would have to go 
through on this outing. First 
off, the horrible date was an 
hour late to pick her up, 
they went to a McDon-
ald’s for dinner, classy, 
he took her to see the 
crudest movie after they 
had finished their greasy 
dinner, and at the end of 
the awful night, he tried 
to make out with her. No 
thanks!

The horror, nervousness 
of a f irst date; most of us 
have gone through, this 
dreadfulness, like Katie, 
experiencing a f irst date 
with a creep who you have 
nothing in common with and 
never want to see again. Don’t 
we all hate f irst dates! Don’t we 
wish that we could just skip the 
f irst date and move on to the 
fun? I must say, I try to avoid 
f irst dates, but we all must suf-
fer through them until we meet 
our true loves. There are a few 
steps to follow in order to pre-
pare for a f irst date, and I will 
do everyone a favor and lay 
them out. 

Who will you date? It is al-
ways a tough situation to ask or 
be asked to go on a f irst date, 
so just relax; ask away or reply 
with a simple yes or no, if the 
asker is not your type to date. I 
have been on many first dates; 
some were with suitable 
gentlemen who I went 
on further dates with 
and some were horrible 
dates who I never asso-
ciated with again. One 
date that I went on was 
awful right from the be-
ginning. He hit on my 
mother when he picked 
me up. Now, my mother 
is very attractive, but 
please, who are you dat-
ing here?

Where should this 
date occur? Go some 
place simple, friendly 
and fun. The best place for a 
f irst date, I believe, is a relaxed, 
nice, but not fancy, restaurant. 
Most say that the movies are 
a perfect environment for a 
f irst date, but I disagree. One 
cannot speak during a movie. 
How will you get to know the 
person? How will you know if 
they’re the type that you want 
to join you on a second date? I 

SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON
OPINION EDITOR

once went on a f irst date to the 
movies, which followed up with 
a dinner. This is a good idea, 
because the two of you will 
have something to talk about, 
if you know nothing about one 
another; was the movie good or 
bad? This may lead to future 
conversations.

Preparing to go on the date, 
step one. There are so many de-
cisions that one needs to make 
before the date even begins. 
What should one wear, how 

should they do their hair, make-
up choices, and so on. Some ad-
vice, simply wear the style you 
are used to and be comfortable. 
You never want to be dressed 
to impress and then poorly 
dressed on the second date. If 
your partner is a good choice 
for you, they will be impressed 
no matter what. My pal Lindsey, 
a Drew University Graduate, is 
an athletic girl. She rarely wears 
dresses or skirts. Lindsey went 
on a first date with a bad choice 
that expected and made pretty 
obvious to her that he expected 
her to dress up. This was a bad 
date for Lindsey, and they did 
not continue.

The pick up; this is always 

the toughest part of a f irst date. 
Here are some suggestions to 
make the opening of the f irst 
date a success. You always 
want to be ready when your 
date shows up; if they have to 
wait a while, there may not be 
a follow up date. Girls, I know 
this step will be hard, but make 
sure that you are ready for the 
f irst date, at the time when they 

planned to arrive. A good idea is 
to plan on them arriving early; 
this way, you are ready for your 
date. I always do this, since I 
am always late. One should al-
ways introduce the blind date 
to any one who is home, when 
they come to pick you up. This 
way, you can turn to the house-
mate for feedback on the blind 
date, if the date goes well and 
feedback is wanted. 

It is usually easier to meet up 
on a f irst date. Choose a place 

and time, and both meet 
there. Sometimes it is 
even better to both bring a 
friend with you and make 
it a double date. This will 
lessen the tension. My 
mother got married this 
past summer, and when 
she went on her f irst date 
with the man she married, 
they both brought a friend 
along. This is a good idea. 
If the double date was not 
going well, the two of you 
could escape, have your 
own mode of transporta-

tion, since you all met there, 
and you’ll have a funny tale to 
share with your friends. 

The ride to the date’s destina-
tion, after the pick up, is some-
times awkward. Hopefully, the 
two of you have already chosen 
and agreed upon a location of 
your date, so, once seated in 
the car, make pleasant conver-
sation. The driver better know 
where they are going and may-
be taken a practice ride over to 
the location of the date, so that 
they have it mapped out. Talk 
in the car and make pleasant, 
simple conversation; “Where 
are you from?” “Where do 
you work?” Questions such as 
those are good, and they may 

star t up a longer con-
versation. 

You have reached the 
location where the f irst 
date will take place; as-
suming that you have 
chosen a restaurant as 
the date’s entertain-
ment, hopefully there 
isn’t a long wait or one 
of you have made a pre-
vious reservation. Pret-
ty bad if there’s a 2 hour 
wait. However, if there 
is a wait, this is anoth-
er opportunity for the 
two of you to talk and 

get to know one another bet-
ter.  Hopefully you aren’t sick 
of each other yet!

Once they have called your 
table, it is time to be seated, 
order and begin the main por-
tion of the main portion of your 
date. Ok, ladies, men usually 
pay for the f irst date, so go easy 
on them. Don’t order the most 
ridiculously price entre. Order 

“There are so many 
decisions that one needs to 
make before the date even 

begins. What should one 
wear, how should they do 

their hair, make-up choices, 
and so on.” 

“First dates are always 
horrible and nerve 
racking to plan and 

prepare for; however, 
if the fi rst date goes 

well, there’s a lot to look 
forward to in the future.”

The “F” Word
KATE WALSH

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“A woman should know her 
place.” “Women should cook 
the turkey for Thanksgiv-
ing.” As these words f lew out 
of my friend’s mouth, a chill 
jumped down my spine. What 
happened to the idea of femi-
nism and where did its nega-
tive bra-burning, man-hating 
image come from? Everyone 
should be a feminist.

According to Dictionary.
com, feminism is simply the 
doctrine advocating social, 
political, and all other rights 
of women equal to those of 
men. As my friend continued, 
I interrupted him by say-
ing how ridiculous I thought 
he was being. He replied by 
calling me 
a feminist. 

I do not 
think I 
would want 
to surround 
myself with 
s o m e o n e 
who is not 
a femi-
nist, for 
that would 
mean he or 
she does 
not believe 
I deserve 
the same 
rights as 
my coun-
ter-gender.

According to Suzanne Fer-
riss and Mallory Young of 
the Journal for Thematic 
Dialogue, the word “chick” 
was considered an insult in 
the 1970s at the peak of the 
women’s liberation move-
ment. It was “a demeaning 
diminutive, casting indepen-
dent young women as deli-
cate, f luffy creatures,” Ferris 
and Young said. Another ex-
ample was the use of the word 
“girl”, which people claimed 
infantilized grown women.

So how did we go from then 
to now, when “girl power” 
and “chicks rule” is not only 
acceptable, but encouraged? 
Strangely enough, these say-
ings have come to represent 
solidarity and empowerment 

among women. Perhaps the 
best thing we, as women, can 
do is to take the derogatory 
nature out of words such as 
girl, chick and bitch. If we 
choose to look at these words 
in a positive light, they lose 
the ability to hurt and demean 
women.

As women become more in 
control of what is appropri-
ate use of language, why are 
so many people still afraid to 
use the “F” word- feminist I 
mean? Many Americans think 
that in order to be a feminist 
you need to be a man-hating, 
bra burning, outspoken, lesbi-
an, who has given up makeup 
and all things girly. This could 
not be more incorrect. At the 
base of it all, feminism has 
nothing to do with appearance 

or attitude.
There are 

no physical 
requ i rements 
that need to be 
met in order 
to call your-
self a femi-
nist. You just 
simply need 
to believe 
that you will 
not settle for 
anything less 
than equality 
for all. 

Since we 
know what 
feminism is 
not, we need 

to know what it is as well. 
Being a feminist involves 
having information to mak-
ing informed decisions and 
acting on them. It is about 
not feeling limited or afraid 
to express your individuality. 
Most importantly, feminism 
is about not being restricted 
to societal expectations.

Whether these expectations 
are that women should make 
Thanksgiving dinner or more 
generally that a woman’s place 
is in the home, we all need to 
be more conscious and ac-
cepting of the world around 
us. I invite you all, women 
and men, to explore the idea 
of feminism and its boundless 
effects that have become part 
of our society.

“As women 
become more in 
control of what is 

appropriate use of 
language, why are 

so many people 
still afraid to use 

the “F” word - 
feminist I mean?”

a neat food that will be easy to 
eat and chat at the same time 
and will not make a mess. Do 
not order ribs on a f irst date. 

After you have both f inished 
your meals and you’ve chatted 
all night, it is time to go home 
and for the date to end. Please 
do not make the departure awk-
ward. If the f irst date was not 
a success, just say bye, but if 
it was a good first date, hope-
fully there will be another date 
planned and a simple kiss good-
bye. It is always good when fist 

dates go well, and maybe they 
will even lead to a healthy re-
lationship.

 First dates are always hor-
rible and nerve racking to plan 
and prepare for; however, if the 
f irst date goes well, there’s a lot 
to look forward to in the future. 
So, we should all just suck it up 
and follow the f irst date steps, 
until we meet the one who will 
always be our date, and then 
we’ll live happily ever after!

Good luck on those f irst 
dates, everyone!
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For those interested in writing for the Political News page of The Outlook, please contact Bryan Tiscia, 
President of The Political Science Club to get started. You can contact him at s0656427@monmouth.edu.

All topics and viewpoints are welcome.

Political Debate: Troops in Afghanistan 

President Barrack Obama has 
stated, “Afghanistan is the real 
center for terrorist activity that 
we have to deal with and deal 
with aggressively.” It is apparent 
that Afghanistan has been ne-
glected and the situation within 
this region has deteriorated. 

Afghanistan remains to be 
a safe haven for Taliban insur-
gents and the struggle to reach 
stability within all aspects of 
civilized society is greatly in-
creasing.  Though the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan has an 
established constitution, where 
men and women are thought to 
be given equal rights and duties 
before the law, such promised 
equality, justice, and freedoms 
are being hindered due to the 
continuous array of issues still 
facing this region.  

An increase in U.S. troops is 
not only imperative but greatly 
crucial since such grave dan-
gers being posed by Taliban 
occupancy proposes imminent 
danger to not only the United 
States, but any country based on 
Western ideals. 

Unfortunately, Afghanistan 
still continues to face many 
contending ethnic, religious and 
regional rivalries. The illegal 
drugs trade and persistent Tali-
ban insurgency impede the rule 
of law, development and aid ef-
forts. 

The amount of civilians be-
ing killed in Afghanistan has 
also increased to levels not seen 

since the Taliban were driven 
from power in 2001. Additional-
ly, many Afghan civilians lack 
access to safe drinking water 
and sanitary facilities. There-
fore, disease, malnutrition and 
poverty are pervasive and mil-
lions of people become increas-
ingly dependant on food aid. 

Though education has been 
increasingly available to the Af-
ghanistan nation since the fall of 
the Taliban, hundreds of schools 
and students have been targeted 
and victimized by insurgents. 

Afghanistan President Hamid 
Karzai has stated, “With more 
than 4.2 million children re-
turning to school, hundreds of 
schools and students have been 
attacked and thousand students 
are missing out on an education 
because of the insurgency.” 

Another aspect of Afghan life 
that is currently undergoing 
great strife is their economy. 
Because Afghanistan is a nation 
facing the issue of poverty, drug 
manufacturing is a tempting 
remedy for many households. 
The infertile and arid land from 
the ongoing drought generates 
illegal Opium production and 
trade. 

Unfortunately, the illicit Opi-
um business remains appealing 
since profit is guaranteed and 
the costs of living maintain to 
be high for the Afghan people. 
Because resources are scarce, 
individuals are compelled con-
tinue with the Opium produc-
tion and join military forces 
with either the government or 
the Taliban. 

Afghanistan needs an increase 
of U.S. troops to be present. Due 
to the insufficient security mea-
sures, the Afghan people who 
reside in Taliban villages are 
coerced to support Taliban ac-
tions and therefore provide food 
and accommodations. Though 
support is provided, this does 
not mean that Taliban popular-
ity is present. 

When there is a lack of re-
sources, poverty is prevalent, 
and due to poverty war is ini-
tiated. As Ambassador Maged 
Abdelfattah Abdelaziz – Per-
manent Representative of Egypt 
has stated at the United Nations 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Confer-
ence on February 6th, 2009, ini-
tial peace settlement in a region 
is essential, and if conducted in 
a proper manner, peace keeping 
would not be necessary. 

An increase of troops in Af-
ghanistan is not a question of 
choice but a call of duty. Being 
that the U.S. is the dominant 
player in international affairs, 
without the assistance of our 
nation nothing will be accom-
plished. As Ambassador Kar-
en Pierce- Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the United 
Kingdom and Northern Ireland 
has suggested, the United Na-
tions has the inability to func-
tion properly and until the U.N. 
is successful, the United States 
has a duty to respond. 

The situation in Afghanistan 
can not be disregarded and an 
increase of military support 
from the United States is cru-
cial. 

One of the big questions that 
President Obama is facing at the 
very start of his term is whether or 
not he should send more troops to 
Afghanistan, and if so, then how 
many?  

According to the New York Times 
the President’s ranking military 
commander in Afghanistan is ask-
ing for an additional 30,000 troops 
to be deployed in the war torn na-
tion.  In the minds of many people 
it does not seem to be a question of 
if the President will send additional 
troops, but when and how many.  

More people should be asking 
whether or not sending more troops 
will be effective and whether or not 
we have the capacity to send 30,000 
troops into Afghanistan.  The New 
York Times also stated that offi cials 
inside the Department of Defense 
have told the President that it would 
be impossible to send that many 
troops into Afghanistan without 
withdrawing a substantial number 
of troops from Iraq.  So now the 
President is forced to decide on pull-
ing out of Iraq before he was ready 
to, and possibly admit defeat in that 
nation, or leave holes in the Afghan 
security network with a presidential 
election approaching in August.

It would seem that this is a no win 
situation for our new Commander 
and Chief, but there is always an 
alternative.  Instead of throwing in 
the towel in Iraq and admitting that 
all of the bloodshed, destruction, 
and turmoil were for nothing the 
President should stick to his time-
table and fi nd some other source 

for the troops.  We’ve had troops 
in Afghanistan longer than we’ve 
had troops in Iraq, but for some rea-
son Iraq’s security infrastructure is 
more intact than Afghanistan.  We 
should focus our resources on build-
ing up the Afghani security forces, 
so that they are able to defend their 
own land and sovereignty.  This 
should be an easily obtainable goal 
considering the amount of time the 
United States has spent in Afghani-
stan and the number of troops that 
are already present.

Some extra troops may be re-
quired to facilitate these plans how-
ever, and President Obama’s mili-
tary advisors have already stated 
that they would need to pull troops 
from Iraq to meet that demand.  If 
some troops really are needed to 
stabilize the Afghani government 
and secure peaceful elections this 
coming summer we should turn to 
a foreign ally for help.  One country 
who has had intimate experience in 
military exercises in Afghanistan is 
Russia.  Granted that we were fi ght-
ing against them in the 1980s and 
they were running under the fl ag of 
the Soviet Union many of the Rus-
sian leaders will be familiar with the 
Afghani players and since much of 
the military equipment is from that 
era, and some of it Russian in design 
the Russians are uniquely equipped 
to assist us with the situation.  

Therefore instead of sending ad-
ditional troops, that we don’t have, 
into Afghanistan President Obama 
should submit a request to the Unit-
ed Nations for Russia’s assistance 
in maintaining the peace during the 
election period.

An Increase in U.S. Troops in 
Afghanistan is Crucial

Questions of 
Capacity and Policy

ANGELA ARANDA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

CHRIS TRAUM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Coming Events
**Are you stuck on campus and need 

something FREE to do?***
Come to Movie Night!!! Thursday February 19th 

Charlie Wilson’s War
***Snacks will be provided***

***Weekly Meetings Tuesday at 3:45pm in Bey 
hall 230…Interested in Debating or Politics? Do 
you enjoy arguing your point to prove you are 

right? Come to a meeting! ***

Washington Trip March 27th 
Support the Troops BBQ- April

PHOYO COURTESY of Imageseek.com

Should the U.S. send more troops to Afghanistan or not? 
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INTERESTED IN STUDYING ABROAD?

CHECK OUT THE STUDY ABROAD OFFICE LOCATED ON 
THE 3RD FLOOR OF THE STUDENT CENTER FOR MORE 

INFORMATION .  

COUNTRIES AVAILABLE THROUGH MONMOUTH 
UNIVERSITY:-

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
LONDON, ENGLAND
FLORENCE, ITALY

MADRID, SPAIN

M Y  A U S T R A L I A  S T U D Y  A B R O A D  E X P E R I E N C E
AMANDA PHIPPS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As I sit down to refl ect on my 
time in Australia I fi nd it diffi cult 
to put my thoughts into words.  

It is not easy to sum up fi ve 
months of your normal life in 500 
words, let alone to do justice to 
such an incredible experience as 
studying abroad.  Despite what 
past study abroad students have 
said about their experiences, I 
was skeptical that it would be life 
changing.  

As I sat having a drink with 
a very good friend of mine in a 
hostel bar in Auckland, we found 
ourselves discussing going home 
and she brought up a question 
that her best friend from home 
had posed to her.  Her friend had 
asked her if she thought she was 
going to be different when she got 
home.  We quickly agreed that it 
was impossible for us to not be 
different.  The places we’ve seen, 
the things we’ve done, the people 
we’ve met, and the chances we’ve 
taken have certainly shaped our 
views and impacted us in many 
ways.  I feel as though I have 
learned more and grown more 
as a person in the fi ve months I 
spent in Australia then in all my 
21 years leading up until then.  

Life in Australia is simple and 
relaxed.  Whether it’s on TV or in 
the classroom, they do not believe 
in much censorship.  The blunt-
ness of the people is at the same 
time refreshing and occasionally 
startling.  The polite etiquette 
we are used to is not valued over 
there and it takes a little getting 
used to at fi rst.  There is some-
thing about the brutal honesty of 
Australians that is endearing and 
contagious.  I had two Australian 
roommates and their many Aus-
tralian friends hanging around 
my house all the time.  They love 
to make fun of Americans and I 
believe it was their good-natured 
teasing that immediately made 
me feel at home.  They especially 
love it when someone can give it 
back to them.

There is something about being 
somewhere different that allows 
you to be different.  While you 
may never picture yourself fi ght-
ing through grade fi ve rapids on 
a river in Cairns, jumping 14,000 
feet out of a plane, camping on an 
island teaming with hungry din-
goes, going days without shower-
ing, and enduring a few too many 
overnight bus trips!!; you will 
fi nd that in Australia that’s just 
called Spring break.  

While in Australia I visited 

Cairns, Cape Tribulation, Hervey 
Bay, Fraser Island, Brisbane, By-
ron Bay, Airlie Beach, the Whit-
sunday Islands, Melbourne, the 
South Coast, the Blue Mountains, 
Bondi, Manly, Phillip Island, and 
of course Sydney.  I have snor-
keled in the Great Barrier Reef, 
seen breathtaking rainforests and 
beaches, climbed beautiful moun-
tains, went abseiling, camped 
under the stars, seen a parade of 
little penguins, held a wombat 
and a koala, went skydiving, saw 

countless kangaroos and other 
wildlife,  swam in the clear blue 
Pacifi c, and felt the softest white 
sands in the world.  

In New Zealand I climbed a 
volcano, walked through lava 
caves, ate at the revolving res-
taurant overlooking all of Auck-
land, and jumped 630 feet off the 
Sky Tower.  In the process I met 
people from all over the world 
and learned a great deal about 
myself.

Since I have been home I have 
found that most people want to 
hear about all of the things I have 
done and what I have seen.  

While my experiences traveling 
and the lessons I have learned are 
memories I will take with me for-
ever; it is the people I have met, 
not the things I have done, that I 
will cherish the most.  One of the 
main things I remember think-
ing and occasionally saying when 
fi rst arriving in Australia was that 

“I didn’t come all the way to Aus-
tralia to hang out with kids from 
Monmouth”.  I have never really 
felt like I quite fi t in at Monmouth 
and did not expect to be too close 
with anyone from the group.  If 
you had told me in July that come 
Spring semester I would be shar-
ing a house with four other girls 
I met while studying abroad I 
would have said you were crazy.  
After our fi rst trip to the Blue 
Mountains just one day after we 
arrived, we immediately began to 

bond.  When everything in your 
life is foreign and unknown, it is 
nice to have people that know and 
understand where you come from 
(although before the trip I did not 
know anyone).  Just the fact that 
we came from the same school 
gave us something in common 
and it turned out that these people 
would later become my surrogate 
family while in Australia.  

Beyond our core group of 
Monmouth students we each had 
roommates from different back-
grounds that just served to extend 
our ever-expanding family.  By 
the time fi nal exams came and 
went and celebrations began, we 
were going out in groups of about 
40 people.  

While this is not overly uncom-
mon, to be able to say that each 
one of those people was a close 
friend of mine was something 
truly special to me.  It is natu-
ral to feel homesick when you 
are away from your parents and 
friends for so long, but for me it 
was always comforting to know 
that I could walk around the vil-
lage and see my new family and 
friends everywhere. 

 One night before going out, a 
friend of mine played the song 
“Swing Life Away” by Rise 
Against; we decided that it per-
fectly describes our time in Aus-
tralia.  Every time I hear that 
song it takes me back to my life 
in Australia and makes me savor 
every moment I spent there.

“Let’s pack our bags and settle 
down where palm trees grow

 I’ve got some friends, 
some that I hardly know

 But we’ve had some times 
I wouldn’t trade for the world”

I would recommend study-
ing abroad to anyone and ev-
eryone.  Not only will you have 

“Just the fact that we came from 
the same school gave us something 

in common and it turned out that 
these people would later become my 

surrogate family while in Australia.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMANDA PHIPPS

Amanda Phipps, a MU student who studied abroad in Australia, petting a koala prop at the Featherdale Wildlife Park in 
Australia. 

the time of your life, you will 
gain confidence in yourself 
and learn countless lessons that 
can never be gained from sit-
ting in a classroom in New Jer-
sey.  In Australia, you will be 
challenged in the classroom by 

higher standards and less mar-
gin for error with fewer assign-
ments and challenged in life 
through overcoming your fears 
and living outside your normal 
comfort zone. 

‘Studying abroad has shown me 
that possibilities in life truly are 
endless and I can do whatever I 

want with my life.  When you break 
out of the bubble that you are used 

to living in, you get to see what 
else is really out there, and that you 

are able to be a part of it.”

 Studying abroad has shown 
me that possibilities in life truly 
are endless and I can do what-
ever I want with my life.  When 
you break out of the bubble that 
you are used to living in, you 
get to see what else is really out 

there, and that you are able to be 
a part of it.  After I have lived a 
life so extra-ordinary in my five 
months in Australia, I think it is 
nearly impossible to settle for 
the ordinary.
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In my last Article of Inter-
est, “Performer and Stage: A 
Mythic Dynamic,” I attempted 
to provide readers with a foun-
dational impression concerning 
the unique role the theatrical 
stage has served in presenting 

the talents of the performer 
(who, in the role of shaman, 
channels his or her artistic pas-
sions into a communicable lan-
guage for the benefit of a capti-
vated audience). 

At this point in our discus-
sion, against the rich historical 
backdrop which has been pre-
sented thus far, I wish to intro-
duce the legacy of the Hurwitz 

family, whose bloodline con-
tinues to present a tradition of 
masterful talent and expertise 
across genres; each successive 
member driven to ascend the 
metaphoric stage for the better-
ment of the lives of that most 
important of audiences, chil-
dren. 

The concept of magic has 

been the subject of the popular 
consciousness for more years 
than there are pages of recorded 
history.  In the person of Eric 
Weiss (1874-1926), a rabbi’s son 
better known as Harry Houdi-
ni, audiences around the world 
found the culmination of all of 
the ancient lore, showmanship, 
elegance, and mystery that had 
long defined the tradition of 

the magician. Houdini was able 
to achieve that greatest of pla-
teaus, to create the definitive 
benchmark of his profession, 
by which all prior and succeed-
ing generations would be mea-
sured. 

Among the many magicians 
to succeed the great Houdini 
and attempt to skillfully bear 
the antiquated torch of the 
art form, Lithuanian born Dr. 
Abraham Hurwitz (1905-1981) 
shall always hold an important 
station in the hearts of Depres-
sion Era children growing up in 
New York City. 

Performing under the stage 
name Peter Pan the Magic Man, 
Dr. Hurwitz (a distinguished 
faculty member of Yeshiva 
University) sought to engage 
the imaginations of his young 
audience members through his 
performances, cultivating the 
development of creativity in 
each developing mind—that 
most important key to learn-
ing. 

Sharing an insight into his 
motivating philosophy, Dr. 
Hurwitz stated, “What impress-
es a child or pleases him […] 
will remain in his mind a long 
time. When you make a child 
happy you delight him not only 
for the moment but, through his 
memories and associations, for 
many years to come, perhaps 
for a lifetime.”

Faithfully serving the de-
mands of his sincere convic-
tions, this kind and chivalrous 
soul sought to win empower-
ment for children, by introduc-
ing that thirst for knowledge 
which would motivate them in 
seeking the boundless freedom 
of education. His young pupils 
were children from a variety 
of backgrounds, social classes, 
and conditions of mental and 
physical wellbeing. 

Dr. Hurwitz recognized the 
fact that no child should be 
neglected, and he equally and 
enthusiastically turned his tal-
ents to addressing the emotion-
al condition of those children 
with disabilities, challenging 
them with his arsenal of magic 
tricks and brain teasers. 

As Florett Robinson states, in 

the July 22nd, 1945 New York 
Times article “Healing by Mag-
ic,” “Through him [Hurwitz] 
sightless boys and girls have 

learned to do table tricks and 
puzzles which call for sensitive 
f ingers.” Robinson continues, 
“Dr. Hurwitz f inds that parlor 
accomplishments do much to-
ward freeing these young peo-
ple from feelings of bitterness 
and loneliness.” 

For these noble efforts, this 
tremendous charity of soul and 
intellect, Mayor La Guardia 
knighted him the official magi-
cian of New York. 

This rare talent for success-
fully reaching the innocent 
and fertile f ields of children’s 
imaginations was successful-
ly passed on to Dr. Hurwitz’s 
daughter, who was born in New 
York on January 17th, 1934 as 
Phyllis Hurwitz. She left  this 
world internationally beloved 
as Shari Lewis in 1998. Her 
ventriloquist work involving 
her sock puppet Lamb Chop ri-
valed the skill and acclaim of 
that Houdini of the f ield Edgar 
Bergen, of Charlie McCarthy 
fame). 

According to David Taylor 
Marke, in the March 8th, 1953 
issue of the Avalanche-Journal, 
Dr. Hurwitz’s personal library 

of documents related to the 
history and art of magic was 
impressive, “[Dr. Hurwitz] 
believes his manuscript col-
lection of 30,000 pieces is the 
largest in the world. He owns 
more than 1,500 books on the 
subject.” This would be Shari’s 
inheritance. 

Steeped in the workings of 
her father’s magical arts, which 
Robinson defined as “many un-
usual forms of dramatic expres-
sion, among them tricks, shad-
ow play, puppets, ventriloquism 
and paper tearing,” she received 
additional input from her moth-
er’s musical background. Mrs. 
Ann Hurwitz served as the 
music supervisor for the local 
Board of Education. With these 
priceless sources of inspiration 
and education, the vast world 
of artistic performance coursed 
through Shari Lewis’ entire be-
ing.

Her place among the history of 
performance, as well as that of 
her father, will forever be sealed.

PHOTO COURTESY of Houdini.org

Dr. Abraham Hurwitz was better known to NYC children as 
Peter Pan the Magic Man

PHOTO COURTESY of University of Delaware

Shari Lewis delighted children with her puppet, Lamb Chop

Dr. Abraham Hurwitz: A Magician’s Legacy
BRIAN BLACKMON

STAFF WRITER

We all have a tendency of 
over analyzing the meaning 
of our relationships.  With 
the release 
of He’s Just 
Not That Into 
You at movie 
theaters, ev-
eryone has 
been buzz-
ing about 
the “dos” 
and “don’ts” 
of dating.  
Luckily, psy-
chology ma-
jor and se-
nior Jessica 
Stephan may 
be able to 
give us some 
answers.   

S t e p h a n 
was chosen 
as the recipient of a $900 grant 
funded by the Psi-Chi National 
Honor Society in Psychology to 
perform a study that will evalu-
ate the inf luences of certain de-
cision making processes when 
choosing potential romantic 
partners.  The money will be 

used solely to pay those who 
participate in the project enti-
tled Call Me: The Inf luence of 
Ego Depletion on Relationship 
Initiation.

“I have always been inter-
ested in how 
people think 
and what 
i n f l u e n c e s 
them to make 
the decisions 
that they do,” 
said Stephan.  
“The chances 
of getting the 
grant were 
pretty slim 
so I was defi-
nitely sur-
prised.  But 
when I found 
out, I was so 
excited.”

S t e p h a n 
is a member 
of the Psych 

Club at Monmouth and the Psi 
Chi National Honor Society. 
She is also a research assistant 
in Dr. Lewandowski’s Close 
Relationships lab.

“Af ter deciding to do an in-
dependent study for my senior 
thesis with Dr L., he asked 

me if I would be interested 
in applying for the grant , so 
I decided to go for it ,” said 
Stephan.  “Dr. Lewandows-
ki is supervising my study.  
He helped formulate ideas, 
worked with me on my grant 
proposal, and helps with any 
other quest ions that I have.  
All of the research will be 
conducted in his lab, so he 
plays a pret ty big role.”

Stephan explained that she 
had never thought about psy-
chology in terms of romantic 
relationships until taking Dr. 
Lewandowski’s Intimate Rela-
tionships class.  This  led her to 
become one of his research as-
sistants where she helped col-
lect data for studies that he was 
performing.  Stephan added 
that this area of study not only 
interested her, but was also eas-
ily related to everyday life.  

“Dr. L told me he wanted to 
do something with relation-
ship initiation and we kind of 
just took it from there,” said 
Stephan.  

Some diff iculties in this 
study include getting enough 
participants to collect measur-
able results.  The success of the 
study will also depend on the 

 Student Receives Grant to Study Relationships
TARA FANTINI

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

By conducting this 
study, we hope to 

gain further insight 
into how people 

interact in certain 
situations and 

become involved in 
new relationships.”

JESSICA STEPHEN
Psychology Major

participants honestly answer-
ing each question.

“By conducting this study, 
we hope to gain further insight 
into how people interact in 
certain situations and become 
involved in 
new relation-
ships,” said 
Stephan.  

S t e p h a n 
and Dr. Le-
w a n d o w s k i 
will perform 
a controlled 
e x p e r i m e n t .  
The subjects 
will include 
M o n m o u t h 
U n i v e r s i t y 
u nde rg r a du-
ate students 
who sign up 
for the study 
using an on-
line partici-
pation pool.

“We hope to learn more 
about different relat ion-
ship init iat ion st rategies so 
that we can help people en-
ter into new relat ionships or 
avoid possible bad ones,” said 
Stephan.  

Stephan advises other psy-

“I hope to complete 
my graduate work 

there and become a 
school Psychologist 

and work with 
middle school 

aged children,” said 
Stephan.  

JESSICA STEPHEN
Psychology Major

chology students interested in 
performing research that it is 
actually more fun than most 
students would expect.  

“We have a great group of 
people in the lab and we all 

help each 
other out 
with our re-
search,” said 
Stephan.  “It’s 
a great way 
to learn more 
about how 
p s y c h o l o g i -
cal research 
is conducted 
and it also 
looks good 
on resumes.  
Overall, it 
is a valuable 
experience as 
a Psychology 
major.”

After grad-
uating in May, Stephan plans 
to attend the Georgian Court 
University master’s program 
for School Psychology. 

“I hope to complete my grad-
uate work there and become a 
school Psychologist and work 
with middle school aged chil-
dren,” said Stephan.  
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Thursday, March 5
5-7:30 p.m.
Bishop Dougherty University Center
South Orange, NJ

gradopenhouse.shu.edu

Seton Hall University
Graduate Open House

Want more? You have options.

Online Registration:

Asian Studies
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
English
Experimental Psychology
Healthcare Administration
History
Jewish-Christian Studies
Museum Professions
Public Administration
Strategic Communication

Athletic Training
Health Sciences
(Post-Professional)

Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
Physician Assistant
Speech-Language
Pathology

Pastoral Ministry
Theology

Education Leadership
Professional Psychology
Instructional Design
and Technology

Accounting (M.S.)
The Practical MBA
Taxation (M.S.)

Nursing (M.S.N., Ph.D.)
Clinical Nurse Leader
Nurse Practitioner

Diplomacy and
International Relations

Plus online programs in Nursing, Counseling, School Counseling,
Great Spiritual Books, Healthcare Administration, and Strategic
Communication and Leadership

We are searching for our 2009 Orientation Leaders! Do you have what it takes?  

OL Training would be May 13-15 & June 28-July 3OL Training would be May 13-15 & June 28-July 3
Orientation Programs would be July 7-July 24

Interested? Want to  nd out more? 
Stop by the O   ce of Student
Ac  vi  es, 2nd Floor Rebecca 

Sta  ord Student Center
to pick up an applica  on! 

Ques  ons call 732-571-3586 or
Email ac  vi  es@monmouth.edu

DDoo you want to be anyou want to be an O Orientationrientation LLeadereader!?!?
Meet new students and... help them prepare for college academics and life, share the Monmouth you know & love 
with them, make them feel welcome at MU, and have fun while you are doing all of it!

Written Application Deadline: Thurs., Feb. 19, @ 4:30 p.m.

Orientation Proggrams would bOrientation Proggrams would b

Written Application Deadline: Thurs Feb
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Rumors began to circle at the 
this year’s Grammy Awards when 
19 year old R&B singer Chris 
Brown was not in attendance.  
Gossip hungry reporters on the red 
carpet soon got word that Brown 
was booked by Los Angeles police 
for allegedly “making criminal 
threats” at long term girl friend 
and singer, Rihanna.

The altercation began at 12:30 
a.m. on Sunday, February 8 as the 
pair was heading home from a pre-
Grammy party hosted by record 
producer Clive Davis. The couple 
was seen arguing outside of a car 
when a call was made to 911.

According to the Los Angeles 
police, Rihanna suffered visible 
injuries to the face.

Both Brown and Rihanna were 
nominated and scheduled to per-
form at the Grammy’s. Al Green, 
long time soul singer, quickly 
agreed to perform his legendary 
hit “Let’s Stay Together” along-
side pop sensation Justin Timber-
lake, country singer Keith Urban, 
and R&B group Boyz II Men. 

Brown eventually turned him-
self in and was booked on suspi-

cion of making a criminal threat. 
No charges have been filed yet. 

He was set free on $50,000 
bail while the case is being inves-

Taylor Corvino
Entertainment Editor

tigated.
He is set to ap-

pear in court on 
March 5. The 
case is consid-
ered a felony 
and not a misde-
meanor because 
of the visible in-
juries.

Several top 
40 stations have 
stopped playing 
Brown’s music, 
including WKST 
P i t t s b u r g h ; 
KWNZ Reno, 
Nevavda; and 
CHUM-FM To-
ronto. 

Brown issued 
a statement say-
ing, “Words 
cannot begin 
to express how 
sorry and sad-
dened I am over 
what transpired. 
I am seeking the 
counseling of my 
pastor, my moth-

er and other loved ones and I am 
committed, with God’s help, to 
emerging a better person.”

Photo Courtesy of www.celebden.com

R&B singer, Chris Brown, turned himself 
in to charges of criminal threats and will 
appear in court March 5. 

Chris Brown Had to 
“Run It” From The LAPD

The Ground Floor
“So this is where we win, and take the game.”

In the last few weeks on “The 
Ground Floor,” there have been a 
few words of debate as far as the 
music industry as a whole. We’ve 
touched upon how people can’t ex-
pect bands to be the same 18 year 
olds that released their first album, 
and how “the scene” as we knew 
it is pretty much dwindling. How-
ever, when you take a look at the 
industry as a whole, there are a 
few things that can essentially be 
agreed upon. 

There’s undeniably a riff be-
tween fans of all genres every-
where. There is obvious turmoil 
between record labels and their 
artists as to what music should be 
produced. There is always going to 
be arguments on the treatment of 
bands and the state of finances. 

For many of these reasons, we 
will see many of our favorite bands 
come and go. We will see side 
projects raise from the ashes those 
same bands, or we will see them 
bust from the very seams of that 
very band. In this day and age, it’s 
hard to find many bands not look-
ing to try and preserve their sanity 
or themselves in some way, shape 
or form. 

However, not all bands have fall-
en into this rut. As a matter of fact, 
there are plenty of bands currently 
out there doing things for the pure 
sake of benefiting others. 

This week, “The Ground Floor” 
takes a look at all the ideas that 
bands have thrown out there to pre-
serve their sanity without having to 
dilute their bands. 

We begin with a band that has 
been on and off people’s radar for 
the bulk of the last five years. Since 
coming on to the scene with Desti-
nation: Beautiful in 2003, the men 
of Mae have seen 
line-up changes, 
concept albums, 
critical approval, 
critical bashing 
and leaving Capi-
tol Records. Safe 
to say, their hard-
ships pretty much 
match up to any 
other bands in re-
cent memory.

Yet, the band 
hasn’t decided to 
fold their hand 
and go home. In-
stead, they start 
looking for the 
most unique ap-
proach to win the 
hand, even if they 
are really bluff-
ing and showing a 
strong poker face. 

It’s not a secret 
that many fans of 
Mae’s first two 
albums, D:B and 
The Everglow, weren’t very recep-
tive of the latest release Singularity. 
Not even one of its band members 
were that happy with the release, 
and therefor left the band.

Going from a quintuplet group to 
a trio, the band continued to make 
music, however, the band felt it was 
going “creatively” bankrupt on top 
of that as well, due to immense 
pressure from the label after the re-
lease of The Everglow. In order to 

ease the creative process as well as 
fulfill a commitment to themselves 
and their fans, the band decided 
to release a song a month via their 
website, WhatIsMae.com. 

Having been stuck without a la-
bel to record with, the band has ar-
ranged the help of the Drexel Uni-
versity record production course 
and their corresponding label, to 
produce the music featured each 
month. 

However, what makes this proj-
ect ever more unique is that the 
money being raised through down-
loads isn’t going towards the band, 
but being donated to charity. After 

being inspired by a close friend 
who took part in a Habitat for Hu-
manity project, the band decided to 
raise the funds to build “Rhonda’s 
House,” a project under the Habitat 

banner. 
After the 

month of January 
alone, releasing 
the song “The 
House that Fire 
Built,” the band 
is 1/6 of the way 
towards its goal, 
having raised 
over $10,000. On 
February 14, the 
band released this 
month’s selection 
known as “Boo-
merang.”

The band plans 
to release the 
songs as a physi-
cal album slated to 
be released some-
time in 2010. In 
the meantime, the 
band is support-
ing themselves 
with small shows 
here and there 
to pay for studio 

time while producing an upcoming 
EP entitled (M)orning, followed by 
(A)fternoon and (E)vening (MAE, 
get it?). 

You catch them sometime mid-
May when the band hits the road 
with Person L and continue releas-
ing a song a month. Songs can be 
streamed for free at their website. 

Another band taking a unique 
approach in getting their names out 
there (as if they needed it) are the 

boys from Chicago better known as 
Fall Out Boy. While they have had 
their recent share of the spotlight 
in recent months, especially space 
in this section of the Outlook, from 
births to pranks, record releases to 
in-depth pre-sales, they are taking 
it to whole different level. 

Coming soon is a variation on 
an American classic, as FOB re-
leases Fall Out Boy Trail. Now if 
that sounds remotely familiar, it’s 
because the band is planning on 
releasing their own version of the 
classic computer game Oregon 
Trail. 

That’s right, the same game that 
allowed you to catch dysentery 
while traveling in a wagon across 
the western frontier is back in a 
new way. 

In what way? That remains to 
be seen, however, a website for the 
game has been set-up at FallOut-
BoyTrail.Com. One can only hope 
that this involves some variation of 
a broken down van traveling from 
basement show to basement show 
while you hunt after obnoxious 
fans. It’s a hell of a hope, but a hope 
nonetheless. 

While I wish I had more infor-
mation on the matter, it definitely 
should garner your interest as the 
game gets closer and closer to com-
pletion.  

However, if you’re looking for 
more of that good ol’ fashioned mu-
sic news and exclusives to hold you 
over, well then you’re just going 
to come back next week for more. 
It’s better than waiting a month for 
some awesome Mae. Plus, here, all 
the proceeds from my article go 
straight to leaving you floored. 

Frankie Morales
Staff Writer

Photo Courtesy of www.myspace.com/mae 

Mae has raised over $10,000 for “Rhonda’s House.”

The Fray Holds 
Top Chart Spot

paige sodano
senior Editor

It looks as if The Fray have 
taken over the top spot on the 
Billboard 200, replacing Bruce 
Springsteen’s “Working on a 
Dream” with 
their latest 
self-titled re-
lease. 

Last week 
S p r i n g s t e e n 
was number 
one in the 
United States, 
but has moved 
to number 
two after The 
Fray’s first No. 
1 album on 
the Billboard 
200 bumped 
it to the sec-
ond slot. Both 
albums were 
released on 
February 3. 

A c c o r d -
ing to Nielsen 
SoundScan, The Fray’s sopho-
more album, released on Epic 
Records, has so far sold 179,000 
copies in the United States.

The Fray are a  Grammy Award-

photo courtesy of  Billboard.com

The Fray’s self-titled album 
is currently on the Billboard 
Top 200, beating Bruce 
Springsteen.

nominated four-piece piano rock 
Denver-based band, which were 
formed in 2002.

The group’s hit single off the 
album, “You Found Me”is cur-
rently number 8 on the Billboard 
Hot 100. The first single from 

“The Fray” has 
been on the 
charts for a total 
of 12 weeks.

“You Found 
Me” was used in 
a 2008 preview 
of the television 
show, “Lost”.  

The single is 
currently num-
ber 11 on the 
Top 50 Singles 
chart in Ireland, 
the number one 
single in Austra-
lia, and the sec-
ond top album 
in Canada.

Other chart 
toppers for this 
week include, at 
number three, 

Dierks Bentley’s “Feel That Fire,” 
Taylor Swift’s “Fearless” at num-
ber four, and Beyoncé’s “I Am ... 
Sasha Fierce,” coming in at num-
ber five.
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WE RAISED OVER $3,600
FOR THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

PRESS YOUR LUCK

DESPERATE MAMMAS 

WE THANK THE LOCAL RESTAURANTS, 
AND RETAIL STORES FOR THEIR GENEROUS  

DONATIONS FOR THE GIFT RAFFLE.
 IT WAS SUCCESSFUL BEYOND OUR DREAMS!

Thank you MU for 
making the event such a success!

RELAY 
FOR LIFE

C A R N I V A L
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P O L L A K  T H E AT R E  MU students FREE

 .  Visit  us on Facebook at  Pollak Arts  . 
732-263-MUTX(6889) www.monmouth.edu/arts

WOODS THEATRE
The Department of Music & Theater Arts presents

Saturday, February 21 @ 8 Thursday, March 26 @ 8

RAGAMALA 
MUSIC  & DANCE THEATER 

Featuring  Aparna Ramaswamy
& Japanese Drummers Wadaiko 

Ensemble Tokara

A SO LO PI A N O CO N C E R T

Part of “Celebrating 
South Asia” Visit our 

website for details

Magruder and Stockʼs

February 26 – 28  &  March 3 – 6  @ 8
March 1  @ 3

www.monmouth.edu/woodstheatre

800 GALLERY
Annu Palakunnathu 

Matthew
The Virtual 
Immigrant

(Lenticular Prints)

ICE HOUSE GALLERY
Mark Ludak & Anne Leighton 

Massoni: Digital Capture

T H R O U G H  M A R C H  13

MU 
students FREE

Children of Substance Abusers  
have all been affected to some degree... 

Want to learn more?   
Contact the Office of Substance Awareness   

(732)263-5804 

Did you grow up with a  
family member who struggled 

with substance abuse? 
If so, you are not alone! 

An estimated  

1 in 4 
College students would 

say, “Yes!” 
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present this add  and receive a  FREE Tire Rotation        with an oil change 
 

RADIATORS 
HEATERS 
A/C PARTS 

732-229-8778 

Jody, Bob, 
Sean, Gene Mon. - Fri.: 8am-6pm/Sat.-Sun. Closed 

GF UNITEDGF UNITEDGF UNITED   
Auto Service & Towing 

207 Monmouth Rd. (RTE. 71) 
West Long Branch, New Jersey 

Advertise in
The Outlook

CALL:  732-571-3481
outlookads@monmouth.edu

L: 732-571-348
@monmo

How to Place an Ad 
in THE OUTLOOK:

1. Come to THE OUTLOOK 
offi ce, located on the sec-
ond fl oor of the Plangere 
Building and pick up a 

form.

2.   Email THE OUTLOOK 
Ad Staff at:

OUTLOOKADS@MONMOUTH.
EDU

3. Call or Fax THE OUT-
LOOK at:

Phone: 732-571-3481
Fax: 732-263-1898

ATTN: STUDENTS - NEED CASH
$10hr + Benefi ts

Ocean offi ce-fl exible schedule - open 
7 days

1-888-974-5627    T017101408
Equal employment opportunity employer

LAW OFFICE 
OF

ROBERT J. HOLDEN, ESQUIRE
-Traffi c Offenses

-Municipal Court Offenses
-Criminal Offenses

-Expungements

Serving the Monmouth University Community for over 30 years

740 Broad Street
P.O. Box 7444

Shrewsburg, NJ 07702
Phone: 732-936-0777

Fax: 732-936-0779

Lost Dog
Tiki was last seen 12/27/08

He is a 5 lb. Yorkie - silver and tan
(had a red and white Christmas collar on)

Lost off  Patten Ave. in Long Branch

family heatbroken
There is a huge reward!

Call 732-539-7582

VALID UNTIL FEB.. 28, 2009
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              Marilyn Ward            Kathy Kennedy 
                           732-571-4411           732-571-3582 
             mward@monmouth.edu          kkennedy@monmouth.edu 
       
          For more information and listings please visit: http://www.monmouth.edu/academics/LCAC/EXED/default.asp 
 

 
National Women’s Health Resource Center 

Support the Program Assistant and senior staff at this non-profit organization. Interns will perform administrative 
functions and provide consumer health information for  women.  Ideal for Health Studies majors. 

 Located in Red Bank 
Contact Marilyn Ward 

 
Beach Nesting Birds Monitor 

The Monmouth County Park System has opportunities for students to serve as monitors at known nesting sites.  
Brief training will be required. Great for students interested in Environmental Science and/or Marine Biology.   

Located in Long Branch, NJ 
Contact Marilyn Ward 

 
Zoo Intern 

Summer internship opportunity offered at the Philadelphia Zoo. Various positions are available. Great for all majors.    
Located in Philadelphia, PA 

Contact Kathy Kennedy 
 

Science Summer Interns 
Various paid positions are available with the Environmental Protection Agency.  Chemistry and  

Environmental Science majors preferred.  
Located in New York 

Contact Kathy Kennedy 
 
 
 

Monmouth Universityʼs 
Department of Music and Theater Arts 

presents

Magruder and Stockʼs

$15 Adults | $12 Seniors & non-MU Students | MU Students are FREE

732-263-MUTX
www.monmouth.edu/woodstheatre

Lauren K. Woods Theatre

February 26 - 28
 & March 3 - 6 . 8 pm

March 1 . 3 pm



February 18, 2009 VIEWPOINT The Outlook      17

“I’m looking forward to my 
MU basketball team’s playoffs, 

in March.”

“The Winter Ball! Everyone 
should come!

“The MU softball team 
winning the N.E.C. champion-

ship.”

“The warm weather coming, in 
the summer.”

“Having fun and enjoying 
myself.”

“My trip to Santa Barbara, in 
March, to visit my close friends.”

“I’m looking forward to spring 
break, so I can sleep in.”

Melissa
freshman

“Spending more time with my 
new MU friends and becoming 

closer.”

“Hopefully studying abroad, in 
London, next semester.”

Meghan
senior

James
sophomore

Laura
freshman

Robert
senior

Jessellyn
senior

Kim
junior

Sean
sophomore

Frank
sophomore

Monique
freshman

“Graduating!”

COMPILED BY: SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON

What are you looking forward to most in the Spring semester?

To have your campus-wide events included, send an e-mail to hkelly@monmouth.edu.

GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!
732-571-3586 • 2nd Floor, Rebecca Stafford Student Center • activities@monmouth.edu
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Mondays • Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 7:30PM. (need to sign up) • Pray the rosary
 for the purity of America 8:30PM • Catholic Centre

Mass • Tuesday at 12PM • Thursdays at 12PM • Wilson Chapel
Mass • Wednesdays at 7PM • Sundays at 7PM • Catholic Center

Exhibit: Mark Ludak and Anne Leighton Massoni, “Digital Capture”• 1/26 - 3/13
Pennies for Peace • 2/13-3/31 • Win Prizes • Bring your Change to BH 101A

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, February 18
Multicultural Training: Break the Cycle, Be the Change • 9-10:30AM  • Wilson Aud.

“Intervention” Show & Discussion • 2:30-3:20PM • 3rd Floor RSSC
Afro-Brazilian Capoeira Demonstration •7PM • Anacon Hall

Why Believe Series? • 7:30PM  • Catholic Center
Movie Night • 9:30PM • Underground

Miss Monmouth • 10PM • Pollak
Exercise presentations & introduction to weight lifting program • 9 -10 AM & 7-8 PM • Fitness Center

Thursday, February 19
From Slavery to the Prison System: Human Rights Violations in America • 1-2:15PM• Anacon A

Orientation Leader Applications Due • 4:30PM • Student Activities
Men’s Basketball vs. Robert Morris • 7PM • Boylan

Activities Night • 7:30PM • Catholic Center

Friday, February 20
Journey through India: Ragamala Theater Visual Art & Dance Workshop • 7PM • Anacon

Open Mic Night  • 7:30pm • Underground

Saturday, February 21
Soup Kitchen Service Day • 9:30-1PM • Meet at Catholic Center

Winterball • 7PM-12AM • Wilson Hall
Ragamala Music & Dance Theater • 8PM • Pollak • $35.00

Sunday, February 22
Lacrosse vs. Fairfi eld • 1PM • Kessler

Monday, February 23
Women’s Basketball vs. Robert Morris •  7PM, Boylan

Tuesday, February 24
 Mardi Gras Party • 7:30PM • Catholic Center

Wednesday, February 25
Honors School Research Conference • 9AM-5PM • Magill 107-109

Ash Wednesday Service • 11:30PM-12:30PM • Withey Chapel • Wilson
Why Believe Series? • 7:30PM • Catholic Center

Comedian: Erik O’Shea • 9PM • Underground
Don’t Forget the Lyrics • 10PM • Pollak

S.A.B. Events!!S.A.B. Events!!
Madame Tussaud Wax Museum Trip on Feb. 28th! Tickets available at 

the Offi ce of Student Activities, 2nd Floor of the Student Center. 
$25 for students, $30 for guest, faculty, or staff. 

Feb. 18th    Afro-Brazilian Capoeira Demonstration
7PM, Anacon Hall

Feb. 25th Comedian: Eric O’Shea 
9PM, Underground



February 18, 2009 ANNOUNCEMENTS18      The Outlook

WWednesday February 18 
2:30-3:30pm 

Student Center 3rd Floor 

Viewing and Discussion 
Sponsored by  

Office of Substance Awareness 
For more information call (732)263-5804 

 

Presented by: The American Conference on Diversity  
 

Sponsored by Counseling and Psychological Services 
For special accommodations, please contact us prior to the 

program at 732-571-7517 
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ATTENTION CLUB AND GREEKS!!! GOT ANY NEWS ABOUT YOUR 
ORGANIZATION THAT YOU WANT TO SHARE WITH THE REST OF CAMPUS? 

EMAIL OUTLOOK@MONMOUTH.EDU WITH SUBMISSIONS BY MONDAY 
NIGHTS. THANK YOU! 

STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE

Mass
Every Wednesdays and Sundays 7 pm at the C.C. 

Daily Mass
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12 pm in the Wilson Hall chapel (downstairs)

 
Eucharistic Adoration

Mondays from 7:30-8:30 pm and Thursdays from 1-2 pm
 

Rosary
Mondays at 8:30 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 2:30 pm 

Why Believe? Series
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

 
Activities Night

Thursday, February 19 at 7:30 pm
 

Soup Kitchen Volunteering
Third Sunday of every month- Meet at the CC at 9:30 am to carpool

Mardi Gras Party
Tuesday, February 24 at 7:30 pm

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, 2/25 at 11:30 am  & 12:30 pm Wilson Auditorium 

& at 7pm  at the CC
Tuesday, February 24 at 7:30 pm

Stations of the Cross
Friday, February 27 at 5pm followed by dinner at 6 pm

Catholic Centre at Monmouth University
16 Beechwood Avenue

732-229-9300

Gate to our house is in the rear corner of Lot 4, next to the Health Center.
 All are welcome!FOOD ALWAYS SERVED!

 www.mucatholic.org

Attention Monmouth University! If you’re interested in helping make a difference on campus 
and in the community than Hero at Monmouth wants to you to stop by Java City February 25th at 
3pm! There will be free Java City drinks for those that attend the meeting!  The HERO Campaign 
was formed when Ensign John Elliott was killed by a drunk driver in 2000; his parents started the 
HERO Campaign to help bring awareness about drunk driving. HERO at Monmouth began in 2007, 
with the mission to bring awareness and promote safe, sober driving to prevent drunken driving 
tragedies. The HERO Campaign Committee works with several local bars and taverns to promote 
safe driving by offering free cab vouchers, and free soda to designated drivers.  Look for an email 
soon about HERO’s upcoming events, like the 09 Sendoff Party, and the Designated Drivers Appre-
ciation contest! If you are interested in joining HERO at Monmouth, or have any questions, contact 
Suanne Schaad at sschaad@monmouth.edu

HERO

Study Abroad Club is doing Relay For Life and would love for all of you tbe on our team. Sadly, most of 
the e-board will be graduating in May. There will be lots of offi cer spots open and elections will be held 
in April. Our fi rst offi cial study abroad reunion will be May 2nd from 6-10 pm in Anacon Hall. Tickets are 
$25 and this event is open to anyone who has a passion for traveling. This is a great networking event to 
meet study abroad alumni from the past 8 years. We are creating a welcome program for this event and are 
going to sell ad space in it. Know any travel-related businesses or any businesses who would like to have 
their name seen by at least 150-200 people? Our meetings are Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m. outside Java City, 
Fireside. In case you can’t make the meeting or have any questions, email s0603942@monmouth.edu. Happy 
Traveling!

STUDY ABROAD CLUB

National Council of Negro Women will be hosting a Bus Trip to 
the Black Wax Museum in Baltimore, Maryland on February 28th. 
Also we are throwing a party February 27th called The Black and 
White Unite Party from 9pm-1am. We are also involved in many 
various community service projects. Come out and support! The 
National Council of Negro Women’s purpose shall be to foster a 
wide student interest and participation in activities by provid-
ing leadership, programs, and services. Meetings are Sundays at 
6pm.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN

Students in Free Enterprise meets every Wednesday in Bey 
Hall at 3:00pm in room 225. The mission of SIFE is to provide 
members the best opportunity to make a difference and develop 
leadership, teamwork and communication skills through learn-
ing, practicing and teaching the principles of free enterprise. 
SIFE educates others about market economics, success skills, 
entrepreneurship, f inancial literacy, and business ethics.  We 
deal with all majors and help local entrepreneurs, schools, and 
cooperate with big businesses to make a better world. For more 
information, sife@monmouth.edu 

PHI ALPHA DELTA 

If you’re interested in a career in law, I would like to extend 
you an invitation to join Phi Alpha Delta, Monmouth Universi-
ty’s Pre-Law Club. Founded during the Spring 2008 semester, a 
small group of MU students decided it was high time that pre-law 
students had a place to meet and help each other prepare for the 
LSATs, apply to law school, and support each other along the way. 
Since pre-law students come from all majors, the group provides 
an excellent atmosphere for everyone to come together over a com-
mon interest and goal.  Our activities include guest speakers, such 
as lawyers in various legal fields, LSAT practice tests, and per-
sonal statement workshops, among others.  We meet every Monday 
evening at 6:00PM in Student Center Room 202b (upstairs by the 

The Monmouth University Snowriders are hosting a weekend trip to Whiteface mountain, located in 
Lake Placid, New York from March 13-15 2009. Come ski for cheap at the end of your spring break! 
The trip will be at the Ledge Rock hotel at Whiteface Mountain from March 13-15. The cost is $169 
per person (maximum price, may go down based on fundraising); this includes lodging for two nights, 
bus transportation to and from NY, lift tickets, and breakfast for both days.  Money Collections will 
be on Thursday, February 19th from 12:00pm to 4:00pm. A second collection will be on a later date if 
necessary. Contact us at snowride@monmouth.edu with any questions. The Ledge Rock at Whiteface is 
located on a hill directly across from Whiteface Ski Center, only a few scenic miles from the Bobsled 
Run, Ski Jump Complex and the Village of Lake Placid.  Each hotel room has 2 double beds, private 
bath, coffee maker, some units have mini refrigerator & balcony, color cable TV and telephone.  All 
units have a breath taking view of Whiteface.  Your group will have use of the Adirondack Great Room 
with pool table, large screen color cable TV with VCR (free movies), dart board, board games and stone 
fi replace. Whiteface Mountain, host of the 1932 & 1980 Winter Olympic offers the greatest vertical 
drop in the East, 3,430 feet.  72 Trails, 28% expert, 37% intermediate and 35% beginner, 425’ half pipe, 
FIS approved, 97% of Whiteface is covered with snowmaking. Enjoy a 3 mile intermediate trail from 
the summit, 11 lifts including a heated high speed gondola to “Little Whiteface” in 7 ½ minutes, 97% 
snowmaking, snowboard friendly, lifts operate 8:30am to 4pm. High Speed Quad from the base to top 
of Upper Valley Run in 6 minutes!

SNOWRIDERS 

The 2009 Yearbook is ON SALE NOW!!!The 2009 Yearbook is ON SALE NOW!!!
Filled with historical images for our 75th Anniversary- it will be a fantastic keepsake!

Order one now at: http://jostensyearbooks.com?REF=A05204600   Questions? Email yearbook@monmouth.edu
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To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 
10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries • (Mar. 21 - April 19) - This week is a 7
The week kicked off quite well but as the weekend approaches 

you are facing a debate with someone with power.  Take it easy and 
stay calm.  If you do so, the outcome looks much brighter.  Spend 
the weekend lost in thought and you may see a light at the end of the 
tunnel.

 Taurus • (April 20 - May 20) - This week is a 6
Lost in thought is not a bad thing as long as the thoughts have 

relavence to your life.  Try to stay focused and pay close attention.  
This weekend you may be involved in mind games that you didn’t 
wish to be a part of.  Focus and listen carefully.

 Gemini • (May 21 - June 21) - This week is a 5 
The world is not against you no matter how frustrated you are.  

Take time to really think about what is going on introspectively.  
Bothering others will not get the situation sorted out.  New perspec-
tives will help you see things in a less negative light.

Cancer • (June 22 - July 22) - This week is an 8 
No matter how many people or how many times someone tells 

you to focus on yourself; you refuse.  Your focus is on work related 
issues and things may get a bit hard to handle as the weekend draws 
near.  Take a deep breath.  You will get through this and your ability 
to  maneuver through this situation yields you positive energy for 
the weekend.

 Leo • (July 23- Aug. 22) - This week is an 8 
Although you’ve been the ringleader the past few days, it’s time to 

take the back seat.  Focus fi rst then take action.  No matter what you 
try, your weekend is out of your control.  Adapt and have some fun.y y

 Virgo • (Aug 23 - Sept. 22) - This week is a 9
The power is yours this weekend; specifi cally romantic power.  

Take control and show some love.  This weekend you cannot seem to 
stop cleaning.  Have some fun with it and do something new in the 
process.  Experimenting may not be your usual form but go for it.  
This weekend anything goes!

  
        
          Libra • (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) - This week is a 7 

The approaching weekend seems years away because of confl icts 
and drama.  You are being pulled in different directions but you 
know which way you should go.  Stick to it!  If you do so you will be 
free to enjoy your weekend though that’s a lot easier said than done.  
Be attentive and the weekend will help you relax.

 Scorpio • (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) - This week is a 6
There’s a time to work and a time to play.  You have an opportu-

nity to make serious progress but at the expense of something else.  
The things you are giving up are expendible, the progress you will 
make, is not.  This weekend your schedule will not be as clear as you 
would have liked but it’s worth it.

 Sagittarius • (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) -This week is an 8 
You are riding high and you’d like to keep it that way.  If you ap-

proach all of your issues head on through the rest of the week you 
can keep it that way.  This weekend is all about social engagements.  
Have fun and be the social butterfl y you know you could be.  

 Capricorn • (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) - This week is a 7
Although sticking to your convictions this week has been diffi cult, 

you will begin to fi nd it easy to prove yourself correct.  The weekend 
approaches and brings with it an air of comfort.  Key a close eye on 
the important things in your life this weekend but do not lose sight 
of the bigger (and  happier) picture.

  Aquarius • (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) - This week is an 8
The focus seems to be on you this week but try to get out of the 

spotlight.  Just ride out this storm without making a big scene.  If 
you can do that this weekend promises to be all about showing off 
and doing it up.  Finish out this week calmly and then have your own 
storm!

 Pisces • (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20) This week is a 9
Talk it out but do take heed; your words are not unnoticed.  Al-

though your mind and mouth are moving a mile a minute, the an-
swers are not going to come any quicker.  Do not be afraid to accept 
help from an  unexpected source.  Just because you did not know 
they could help you does not disprove their worth. 

Horoscopes

HOROSCOPES ARE STRICTLY 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES.
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BUY 1 SUB/WRAP
GET 2ND SUB/WRAP 1/2 OFF

not to be combined.
Exp 2/28/09

BUY 1 PIZZA
GET 2ND PIZZA 1/2 OFF

not to be combined.
Exp 2/28/09

FREE ORDER OF WINGS, 
CHICKEN FINGERS, POPPERS, 

OR MOZZ. STICKS
when you spend over $15.00

not to be combined.
Exp 2/28/09

$2.00 OFF $11.00 
PURCHASE

not to be combined.
Exp 2/28/09
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Men Frustrations Continue, Extend 
Losing Streak to Seven Games

ANDREW SCHETTER
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

Basketball

ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

Hawks Qualify for Northeast Conference 
Tournament with Fourth Straight Win

 Final Games of 
2008/09 Season

2/19
Robert Morris

7:00

2/21
@ Sacred Heart

7:00

2/26
@ CCSU

7:00

Last Game in 
Boylan Gym

2/28
Wagner
12:00

Without Windex, neither Mount 
St. Mary’s nor Long Island Uni-
versity could stop the Monmouth 
women’s basketball team from 
streaking. The Hawks started 
their week with a nice win over 
Northeast conference rival Mount 
57-50 at home. Then two days 
later on Monday night they faced 
a tough road test against fellow 
NEC combatant the LIU Black-
birds, and squeaked out a six point 
50-44 victory. The win against the 
Blackbirds guaranteed the Blue 
and White a spot in the NEC tour-
nament fi eld.

It may be beginning to sound 
like a broken record, but the fi rst 
game for the Hawks last week was 
once again the senior show, as La-
kia Barber and Jennifer Bender, 
led the Blue and White to victory. 
The win gave the Hawks their 
third straight victory at home. 
Both Barber and Bender scored 18 
points more than half of the scor-
ing produced by the Hawks. Bend-
er also brought down 10 rebounds 
for yet another double-double for 
the star power forward.

Monmouth controlled the game 
early on leading by as many as 12 
points, in the fi rst half and never 
falling behind Mount St. Mary’s.  
In a battle of the two top defen-
sive teams in the Northeast Con-
ference, the away team would 
mount a comeback in the second 

half, turning great defense into 
offense.

Although, the Hawks led 28-
20 to open up the second frame 
they could only muster 14 points 

in the fi rst 15 minutes. Mount St. 
Mary’s on the other hand scored 
20 and tied the game for the fi rst 
time since very early on in the 

fi rst half. With less than four min-
utes to play Mount had a three 
point lead, and it felt as though 
the Hawks were letting a win slip 
away. However, out of a timeout 

Barber drove to the basket and 
connected on a nice layup to cut 
the defi cit to one.

Two possessions later Barber 

was fouled in the act of shoot-
ing and connected on both free 
throws to put the Hawks back 
in the lead. On the other end of 
the court Bender fouled Brianna 
Gauthier who was only able to 
connect on one of her two free 
throw attempts, knotting the 
score at 48 with a minute and 40 
seconds left to play. From there 
on out 

Monmouth scored nine of the 
last 11 points with the fi rst fi ve 
coming from the powerful one 
two punch of Bender and Barber. 
The victory gave the Blue and 
White some confi dence heading 
into their road trip.

They used this momentum 
Monday night in the battle of the 
birds as the Hawks were trium-
phant sending the home crowd 
to the exits unhappy. The Blue 
and White showed that the men’s 
team wasn’t the only basketball 
team at MU, which had fresh-
man stars as they were paced 
by Alexis Scott who netted 15 
points in the win.  

Barber followed up a strong 
performance on Saturday af-
ternoon with yet another one as 
she once again scored in double 
digits with 12 to go along with 
her seven rebounds.  Bender fell 
a point shy of her third straight 
double-double as she grabbed 
10 rebounds and chipped in nine 
points.

In similar fashion to the game 
against Mount, the Hawks led for 

the majority of the contest, only 
for their opponent to take the lead 
late in the second half.  MU never 
trailed up until the seven minute 
mark of the second half. Then 
both teams jumped on the see-
saw as there were six lead chang-
es up until the end of the bout. 

Barber then showed what se-
nior leadership is all about, down 
44-43 with just less than 2 min-
utes to go, Barber connected after 
a nice drive in the lane, to put the 
Hawks up for two. Barber would 
add an insurance basket after 
the Hawks got a defensive stop 
to push the lead to 47-44 with 
44 seconds left, and Monmouth 
would not allow the Blackbirds 
another chance as their defense 
suffocated any chance of a come-
back.

The win against LIU qualifi es 
Monmouth for the NEC tourna-
ment for the seventh straight 
year, and an outstanding 15th 
time in the last 16 years. If the 
season were to end today the Blue 
and White, would do battle with 
Farleigh Dickinson and would be 
a 3 seed. A prime position to be 
in to do some damage in the post-
season.

Monmouth is now a solid 14-11 
overall with an 8-6 record in the 
highly competitive NEC. If the 
Hawks are going to win the tour-
nament, they must defeat fi rst 
place Sacred Heart, who they 
play on the road Saturday after-
noon at 2:00 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information
Alexis Scott paced the Hawks with 15 points in the win over the Black-
birds.

With just four regular season 
games remaining in the season, 
the men’s basketball team looks 
to be on the outside looking in 
when it comes to the postseason 
NEC Tournament.  With another 
two losses this week in conference 
play, the Hawks drop to ninth place 
in the NEC with a record of 4-10, 
and an overall record of 6-21.

On Thursday, February 11, the 
Blue and White traveled to Long 
Island for a rematch with the 
Blackbirds.  Even with a strong 
start from junior center Dutch 
Gaitley in only his second game 
back from injury, MU couldn’t 
get their fi rst road win of the year, 
falling 74-57.

Gaitley opened the game hit-
ting his fi rst three fi eld goals and 
scoring MU’s fi rst seven points.  
His three made shots included his 
third trey of the season.  The con-
test was back and forth until the 
Blackbirds scored the fi nal two 
baskets of the fi rst half to make 
the score 30-23 in favor of the 
home squad.

From the second half whistle the 
Blackbirds were fl ying higher than 
the visiting Hawks.  A quick 6-2 
run opened the lead to double dig-
its for LIU and they never looked 
back from there.  The Blue and 
White got within 10 points with 
6:05 remaining before the home 
team went on a 10-2 spurt over the 
next 3:28 and extended the lead to 
20 points with just inside of two 
minutes to go in the game, ending 

the hopes of an MU comeback.
Freshman Will Campbell led the 

visitors with 15 points, including 
11 in the second stanza.  He re-
corded his sixth consecutive game 
in double fi gures and connected 

on three of Monmouth’s four made 
three point fi eld goals in the con-
test.  

Gaitley cooled off after scoring 
the opening seven points for the 
Hawks, fi nishing the game with 
a season-high 11 points and add-
ing eight rebounds.  Sophomore 
point guard James Hett had eight 
points, with veteran Alex Nunner 
contributing nine points and fi ve 

rebounds.
The Blue and White returned to 

action on Saturday, February 14, 
hosting defending NEC Tourna-
ment Champion Mount St. Mary’s 
in Boylan Gym.  With a combined 

49 points from the freshman trio 
of Campbell, Mike Myers Keitt, 
and Travis Taylor, the remaining 
Monmouth players could only 
manage 13 points, falling to MSM 
72-62.

 Taylor led the rookie trifecta 
with a career-high 23 points and 
fi ve rebounds.  The freshman con-
nected on 19 of Monmouth’s 24 
fi eld goals in the contest. Taylor, 

who connected on 10-of-17 from 
the fl oor, had three assists, while 
Will Campbell added 15 and Mike 
Myers Keitt chipped in with 11 
points and four boards.

Down only six at halftime, the 
Blue and White allowed a 7-0 run 
which capped a 20-4 scoring spurt 
for the Mount over 10:45.  MU 
chipped away to get within six 
points at 45-39 with 13:21 remain-
ing, but that would be as close as 
they would get. 

Mount St. Mary’s connected 
on 55.8% of their fi eld goals, and 
outrebounded Monmouth 40-25, 
including 12 offensive boards.

The Hawks are the only team in 
the NEC without a victory on the 
road this season.  Their road re-
cord is now an abysmal 0-13.  MU 
does have two more chances to 
pick up that evasive road victory 
against Sacred Heart on February 
21 and CCSU on February 26.   

MU must win their last four 
games and have FDU lose at least 
two of their fi nal four contests to 
make the fi nal seed in the postsea-
son Northeast Conference Tour-
nament. They currently sit in a tie 
for ninth with Wagner.  If it comes 
down to the last game against 
Wagner in Boylan Gym, the mo-
ment could truly be memorable.

The team returns to the hard-
wood on Thursday, February 19, 
against Robert Morris.  Tip-off is 
set for 7:00 p.m. in Boylan Gym-
nasium.  The Hawks are work-
ing towards their fi nal game in 
the Boiler Room on February 28 
against Wagner where emotions 
will be running high.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Dutch Gaitley scored a season-high 11 points against LIU in the 74-57 
loss on the road.
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A Word on Sports
Slam Jam Thank You Ma’am: NBA All-Star Weekend’s Dunk Competition
ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

AND

BRIAN GLICOS
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Ben Evenden was nominated for the Rhodes 
Scholar Award by university committee members.

Men’s Track and Field 
Picks Up IC4A Bid at 
Lafayette/Rider Meet

Ben Evenden Nominated 
for Rhodes Scholar Award

PRESS RELEASE

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Shawn Sabo’s weight throw of 57’ 1/4” qualifi ed 
him for the IC4A Division I Championships.

The men’s track & fi eld team 
picked up another IC4A bid Friday 
Night at the NY Armory in the 
team’s fi nal meet before heading to 
the Northeast Conference Indoor 
Championships next weekend.

The Hawks had a pair of second 
place fi nishes out of the throwing 
unit, with Larry Lundy weight 

throw of leading the way with his 
toss of 57’ 9 ½”.  

Shawn Sabo will join Lundy at 
the IC4A Division I Champion-
ships after qualifying with his 
third place throw of 57’ 1/4” in the 
same event.

The other second place perfor-
mance came from sophomore Tom 

Ciccoli who was second in the 
shot put with a distance of 54’ 9 
½”, with Lundy’s mark of 53’ 6 ¼” 
earning fourth and Vin Elardo’s 
throw of 52’ ¾” claiming sixth.

Freshman Chris Rutherford 
earned a pair of top-six perfor-
mances, fi nishing fourth in the 
500m (1:04.33) and sixth in the 
60m hurdles (8.29).

Yasser Barr, David Balzer, Eric 
Schaffer and Vin 
Improta were third 
in the 4x800 relay 
that crossed the 
fi nish with a time 
of 8:01.52.

Julio Rodriguez 
fi nished ninth in 
the high jump, 
clearing 6’ 4 ½”.  
Schaffer was also 
12th in the mile 
with his time of 
4 : 2 6 . 9 2 . C h r i s 
Taiwo was ninth 
in the triple jump 
event with his dis-
tance of 45’ 7”.

Running unat-
tached was MU se-
nior Chris Vuono, 

who claimed fi rst in the 400m 
with his time of 28.79.

Monmouth’s men’s team will 
look to capture the Northeast Con-
ference Indoor Championship for 
the fourth time at next weekend’s 
2009 NEC Indoor Track & Field 
Championships held in Landover, 
Md.

PRESS RELEASE

Men’s tennis senior Benjamin 
Evenden was recently nominated 
for the prestigious Rhodes Schol-
ar Award by university commit-
tee members for his outstanding 
success on and off the courts. 
Evenden, who owns a 3.99 GPA 
majoring in business fi nance, be-
came the fi rst MU nominee for the 

prominent award in nine years.
“To be nominated {for the Rho-

des Scholarship Award} is an ul-
timate achievement for any stu-
dent,” pointed out Assistant Dean 
of Business School, Noah Hart. 
“This is outstanding accomplish-
ment coming from Monmouth for 
such a celebrated award. The in-

terviewing process is extremely 
competitive, but we know {Even-
den} will do a great job and has a 
good shot at the scholarship.”

The world’s oldest fellowship 
program - established in 1902 
through the will of Cecil John Rho-
des - the Rhodes Scholar Award is 
awarded to only 90 students across 
the globe each year, making it one 
of the most highly coveted schol-

arships in the 
world. The stu-
dents eligible to 
apply to become 
a Rhodes Schol-
ar are to have 
a fondness for 
sports, or suc-
cess in sports, 
strong moral 
character, de-
votion to duty, 
interest in one’s 
fellow citizens 
and desire to 
lead.

Being a Rho-
des Scholar is 
quite an accom-
plishment and 
comes with ex-
traordinary ben-
efi ts. Not only is 

full tuition paid, but students also 
receive a generous stipend to live 
on, and may receive additional 
scholarships through Oxford. It 
also is a matter of some signifi -
cant pride for those presented the 
scholarship, and usually implies 
great scholastic ability. Famous 
American Rhodes scholars include 

NBA Hall of Famer and former 
presidential candidate Bill Brad-
ley; writer/educator Alain Locke; 
singer/songwriter and actor Kris 
Kristofferson; diplomat Strobe 
Talbott, who helped negotiate an 
end to the war in Yugoslavian in 
1999; and former president Bill 
Clinton.

Evenden, the Hawks leader at 
both number one singles and fi rst 
doubles, possesses a coveted re-
sume of both on the tennis court 
and in the classroom achieve-
ments. The 2007 NEC Men’s Ten-
nis Scholar Athlete of the Year 
honoree, Evenden’s academic ac-
complishments include: a spot on 
the 2007 ESPN The Magazine 
Academic All-District II sec-
ond team, consistent member of 
the ‘4.0 Club’ at MU, seven-time 
member of the Dean’s List, NEC 
Scholar-Athlete, associate of the 
Economics and Finance Club, 
member of Chi Alpha Sigma (Na-
tional College Athlete Honor Soci-
ety), and Carnegie Council student 
visitation affi liate. 

A 2007 All-NEC second team 
honoree at fi rst singles and fi rst 
doubles, Evenden helped the 
men’s tennis team advance all the 
way to the championship match 
in the NEC Tournament in 07, the 
fi rst time MU has reached the fi -
nals since the league switched to 
a team-fl ighted format in 1999. 
Evenden will look to continue his 
success this spring championship 
season, taking with him a 1-10 
fi rst singles and 2-1 fi rst doubles 
record from the fall.

What began as a featured 
event in professional sports, the 
NBA Slam Dunk Competition 
has drastically underachieved in 
recent years.  The days of Dr. J, 
Spud Webb, Dominique Wilkins 
and the legendary Michael Jor-
dan are gone forever.  Even the 
chances of seeing today’s su-
perstars participate in the event 
have dwindled down to nearly 
nothing.

For those old enough to re-
member, “Air Jordan” (Michael 
Jordan) soaring from the free 
throw line and “The Human 
Highlight Reel” (Dominique 
Wilkins) throwing down a fero-
cious windmill jam represent the 
true spirit of the dunk contest.  
The epic battles between Jor-
dan, and anyone who attempted 
to challenge his thrown, will live 
in infamy, however, in order to 
understand where the dunk ac-
quired its fl are and style, we need 
to go way back.

With the year of the bicenten-
nial came the year of the Slam 
Dunk Competition.  In 1976, the 
ABA held the fi rst offi cial con-
test to show off the newly legal-
ized “slam dunk”.  The one and 
only Julius Erving (Dr. J) stole 
the show with his fl uidity and 
style.  Gliding through the air, 
Dr. J made it clear who the win-
ner would be.  Later that year, the 
ABA and NBA merged and the 
competition was not seen again 
for about eight years.

When the event turned up 

again, the year was 1984.  Larry 
Nance won the fi rst offi cial NBA 
sponsored dunk competition.  Un-
fortunately, Nance’s efforts were 
barely a memory a year later.  In 
1985, Dominique Wilkins domi-
nated the fi eld.  Wilkins’ original 
style of dunking harder and jump-
ing higher signifi ed the out with 
the old and in with the new.  Al-
though Wilkins was the prominent 
dunker of his time, the abilities of 
an up and coming talent could not 
be ignored.  A gentleman by the 
name of Michael Jordan came in 
second in 1985, but made no mis-
take about showing up again 
in 1987.  Jordan came after 
the title then owned by an-
other Atlanta Hawk, Spud 
Webb.  At just over a stagger-
ing 5 feet 7 inches tall, Webb 
earned the title of top dunker 
from Wilkins the year be-
fore.  MJ successfully stole 
the camera lenses of fans 
with dunks that made it seem 
as if he were fl ying.  The il-
lusion of Jordan taking off in 
fl ight gave way to nicknames 
like Air Jordan and His Air-
ness.  Jordan’s array of dunks 
included windmills, skying 
from the free throw line and 
“rocking the cradle”.  All of 
which will be hallowed as 
some of the best dunks of all 
time.

The gliding style of Dr. J 
gave way to the powerful dunks of 
Dominique Wilkins.  Spud Webb 
came from the woodwork to shock 
everyone with the amount of air 
between his feet and the fl oor.  Mi-
chael Jordan may always be known 
as the greatest of all time, but that 
isn’t to say he has had no competi-
tion since then.  Some of today’s 
basketball superstars have demon-
strated more than memorable per-

formances.  To be more specifi c, 
Kobe Bryant in 1997 and Vince 
Carter (“half man half amazing”) 
in 2000 proved to be worthy can-
didates for the position of best 
dunker.  Bryant had the crowd 
awestruck with his performance.  
Putting the ball through his legs 
in the air was more than enough 
to vault Kobe in to the winner’s 
circle that year.  Even that may 
pale in comparison to what may 
be the best overall performance 
in a Slam Dunk Competition ever.  
Vince Carter electrifi ed the crowd 
and the announcers in 2000.  One 

of his dunks caused then judge, 
Isiah Thomas, to hurtle the judge’s 
table to shake Carter’s hand.  VC 
completed a superb windmill 360, 
between the legs in the air, and the 
infamous elbow dunk in which 
Carter elevated high enough to 
dip his entire arm in the net.  With 
nearly every round being scored 
perfectly, Carter ran away with 
the trophy in a year that would 
have proved incredibly competi-

tive had Vince called out sick with 
the likes of cousin Tracey McGra-
dy and Steve Francis.

Since then however, the spec-
tacle of the NBA Slam Dunk 
Competition has lost some of its 
luster.  The NBA All-Star Week-
end’s main event has lacked that 
unimaginable athletic ability and 
star power that it had in the 80s, 
90s, and in 2000.  

Some may argue that it was re-
established in last year’s competi-
tion when Orlando Magic Center 
Dwight Howard soared through 
the air with his Superman dunk.  

There was one problem 
with that dunk however: It 
wasn’t a dunk!  It was origi-
nal to say the least though, 
with Howard putting on the 
Superman shirt and cape.

This year the contest was 
held in the desert, in Phoe-
nix, AZ, at the home of the 
Phoenix Suns.  With two 
former slam dunk cham-
pions in the competition, 
Dwight Howard (2008 
champion) and Nate Rob-
inson (2006 champion) put 
on a two-man show for the 
crowd to enjoy.  Robinson’s 
small stature (he’s listed at 
5’9”) made him the crowd 

favorite.  He opened with a 
windmill dunk and followed 
that up with a catapult off 

the back of New York Knick team-
mate Wilson Chandler to score a 
combined 87 points in the fi rst 
round which put him through to 
the championship round against 
Howard.  

The Orlando center garnered a 
perfect 100 points for his two fi rst-
round dunks that included a wind-
mill from a self-pass off the side of 
the backboard and a dunk on a 12-
foot rim that Howard brought in 

himself.  Before the dunk he went 
into a phone booth and put on the 
Superman outfi t from a year ago, 
and had teammate Jameer Nelson 
throw the basketball off the back-
board which Howard caught and 
slammed home.

In the fi nal round Nate Robin-
son was thought to possibly be 
hurt, as he returned to the locker 
room to put on his Kryptonite 
uniform.  Nate-Rob donned 
a green NYK uni to take the 
“power” away from Howard’s 
Superman get-up.  Apparently it 
worked as Robinson leapt over a 
willing 6’11” Howard and dunked 
it home, defeating Howard’s Dr. 
J-esque foul line takeoff dunk.  

The ultimate decision went to 
the fans, as they voted 52% in fa-
vor of the miniature-sized Knick 
dunker. 

The 2009 installment of the 
Slam Dunk Competition was un-
doubtedly entertaining, but the 
most exciting part of the entire 
night may have been when Leb-
ron James put his name in the hat 
for next year’s contest.  This is ex-
actly what the competition needs 
in order to be fully revitalized, 
star power.  In a perfect world, 
the 2010 event would include Le-
bron James, Kobe Bryant, Vince 
Carter (as long as he can still get 
up like he used to), and either 
Dwight Howard, Nate Robinson, 
Dwayne Wade, or bare with me 
for a second, Josh Smith.  If the 
contest had two of the big names, 
or maybe even one, it would truly 
be a spectacle like it once was.  

I understand that players like 
Lebron or Kobe don’t want to 
risk injury by competing, but the 
dunk contest is all about the fans.  
And frankly, it hasn’t lived up to 
its reputation recently as being 
the fan favorite.

PHOTO COURTESY of Google Images

Nate Robinson soars through the air in the 
2009 Slam Dunk Competition.
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