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Monmouth Relay for Life Raises Money 
for the American Cancer Society

Monmouth University hosted 
its Relay for Life, a race to raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society on Friday, April 11. The 
“Biggest Party on Campus,” as 
it has been called took place on 
the Monmouth University’s Prac-
tice Field, and covered the entire 
night.

The relay is an overnight, in-
clusive party where participants 
camp out, listen to music, barbe-
cue, dance, and take turns walk-
ing around a track to raise funds 
to fight cancer.    

“The relay fights Cancer,” Kath-
leen Gelchion, Director of special 
event for the American Cancer 
Society (ACS) stated. “There are 
three main reasons we hold this 
relay; one, to celebrate the strong 
survivors, two, in honor of remem-
bering those that we have lost, and 
three, to fight back for a cure.”

Mallory Rapisarda, a sopho-
more, Public Relations/Commu-
nication major, stated, “At our 
event, we celebrate the many 
survivors; we have a survivors 
dinner at 5 p.m., held in Boylan 

Gym. All survivors are welcome 
to attend. At 7 p.m., our open-
ing ceremony will begin; it will 
open the event, the relay. Fight 
for a cure! The ceremony will be 
led by the Relay Committee, and 
Coach Calahan, the MU football 
coach, will make a speech. Then 
the relay will begin! We will have 
activities, events and bands rock-
ing music all night. A luminary 
ceremony will be held, later in the 
night, to remember those who we 
have lost to this sickness. I hope 
that everyone has a blast tonight! 
We at the committee have worked 
so very hard to insure that we all 
have fun here!”

On the stage of the relay first, 
beginning at 5 p.m. was the Amer-
ican Hallow, a group of 3 girls; 2 
guitar playing singers along with a 
drummer. The performers played 
a few of their original songs to get 
the relay participants all ready to 
race. 

“We are really excited to play 
for the crowd and get everyone 
pumped to relay for a great cause!” 
Stated Deanna Massey, a Rutgers 
University junior and one of the 
American Hallow performers.    

Katie Field, an MU senior, 

Chemistry major, one of the lead-
ers of the Relay, stated, “We re-
ally hope that this is going to be 
a great event and many people 
will show up despite the weather 
conditions.” The night had sud-
denly changed to a rainy, cold and 
cloudy climate. But the race, of 
course, would still proceed.

“Kathleen and Mallory have 
worked very hard on this event 
along with the rest of the commit-
tee, and I believe that it will be a 
terrific night!” Vanessa Vernile, a 
sophomore, Finance major, stat-
ed.

“I came out to help support the
cause tonight,” Charlie Hayle, a 
sophomore, Marketing major, an-
nounced. “A ton of people who 
were close to me have been af-
fected by Cancer. So, I came out 
to help in any way that I can to 
fight for a cure to Cancer.”       

“The PRSSA club is out here to-
night, wearing our PRSSA shirts, 
to support this good cause.” 
Amanda Quinn, a senior, Com-
munications Public Relations and 
Journalism major stated, under 
the PRSSA’s tent.

Shannon Monaco, a senior, 
Public Relations major, stated, 

“This is a great event, and we, 
the PRSSA club, are glad to be 
a part of it. I hope that all of the 
survivors have a great time here 
tonight!” 

The Alpha Sigma Tau Soror-
ity had a tent set up at the race 
as well. “We are here to support 
a good cause.” Cori Buscemi, a 
senior, Public Relations and Jour-
nalism major and AST sister, stat-

ed during the night. 
Professor McAllister’s fund-

raising committee class was pres-
ent at the relay. A member of the 
committee, Rich Barsa, a senior, 
Public Relations Communications 
major, stated, “We are the Ride 
Razors! We got real involved in 
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Renowned Journalist Speaks at Opening 
Ceremony of Global Understanding Convention
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The Desperate Mamas won First Place for Team Spirit 
during the Monmouth Relay for Life on April 11-12.

Renowned journalist and ac-
tivist Sarah Chayes spoke at the 
opening ceremony to the seventh 
annual Global Understanding 
Convention in Wilson Auditorium 
this passed Monday. 

The ceremony opened with an 
address from President Paul G. 
Gaffney II on how the Global 
Understanding Convention came 
to be. In the wake of the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks in 2001, 
Monmouth University faculty, 
staff, and students came together 
with the goal of encouraging and 
promoting activities that would 
create awareness of global issues 
explained Gaffney. 

This was followed by the 

Monmouth University Cham-
ber Choir’s rendition of “Choose 
Something Like a Star” by Robert 
Frost.

President Gaffney returned to 
the podium to present awards to 
recognize faculty, staff, and stu-
dents who had helped to make this 
year’s convention possible.

Maya Ferguson, a former 
Monmouth University Trustee, 
spoke next and expressed the great 
joy that it brought her to see how 
the convention has grown with 
each passing year. “The world is a 
small place…” said Ferguson, and 
to live in it safely and happily, “we 
need to develop understanding.” 

Sarah Chayes, activist, humani-
tarian, and former National Pub-
lic Radio reporter, took the floor 
next and spoke about her time in 

Afghanistan and the Arghand Co-
operative, a group that produces 
skin care products from readily 
available natural materials indig-
enous to Afghanistan, which she 
helped to found. 

“I started to feel that it was a 
little irresponsible for me to be 
making a living off of other peo-
ples’ stories without any responsi-
bility of how the story came out,” 
Chayes said. 

With this in mind, and in the 
wake of the September 11 at-
tacks, Chayes decided to go to 
Afghanistan because she felt that 
the country would be important in 
the direction history takes in the 
twenty-first century. 

In 2002, Chayes ended her ca-
reer at National Public Radio and 
moved to the village of Kandahar 

in Afghanistan, which she de-
scribed as “the moon with goats”, 
where she helped to maintain a 
dairy cooperative. 

While on a trip back to the U.S. 
in 2004, Chayes visited a small 
soap company in New Hamp-
shire. The factory where the soap 
was produce turned out to be one 
lady mixing oils in her kitchen. 
After reading the ingredients on 
the soap’s package, she realized 
that half of them grew naturally 
in Afghanistan and that she could 
do what the woman was doing. 

In 2005, Chayes started the 
Arghand Cooperative in Kanda-
har. The Cooperative consisted of 
twelve members representing nine 
different Afghan tribes and pro-
duced a variety of skin care prod-
ucts from pomegranates as well 

as other naturally occurring fruit 
in Afghanistan. Using pomegran-
ates in this fashion was extremely 
productive because in their fruit 
form they are very heavy and thus 
very expensive to export as well 
as perishable whereas in the form 
of a bar of soap the product would 
weigh little and would not expire, 
explained Chayes. 

Monmouth University Profes-
sor and journalist John Morano 
noted that Chayes’ method re-
flects that of a journalist in that 
she took what was available to her 
and made it in to something simi-
larly to how  a journalist takes the 
information they have gathered 
and makes it into a story.

Opening continued on pg. 14
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Growing Financial Services Firm is Seeking 
Candidates for  Part-Time Positions

Discovery - The Financial Information Group
Inc., makers of the Discovery suite of
databases of financial intermediaries, is
seeking ALL majors for a variety of part-time
positions.

PartPartPartPart----Time Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships Available

Computer Programmer

Lead Generation - Sales Intern

Data Acquisition Associate

Quality Assurance AssociateQuality Assurance Associate

Marketing Assistant

Client Relationship Assistant

Sales Administrator

Candidates must have strong interpersonal,
organizational and time management skills.
Each position will have certain qualification
requirements based upon the job
responsibilities.

Our company was founded by a Monmouth
University graduate and currently employs
many Monmouth graduates as well as current
students. These positions are based in
Shrewsbury, NJ. Flexible hours and hourly
wage plus bonus opportunity for exceptional
performance.

For immediate consideration, please submit your resume 
to jobs@discoverydatabase.com or fax to 732-530-6797.

the relay because of McAllister’s 
class. She got us pumped!”

“It’s great to see such a nice turn 
out for a great cause,” Dan Eckerd, 
a senior, Public Relations Commu-
nications major, stated, “I am glad 
to help to support this cause.”

As she walked for a cure, Java 
City’s Jen Cabral, stated, “This is the 
best thing that I have ever done!”

We are here on behalf of my 22 
year old daughter, a cancer survi-
vor of fi ve years now! The Desper-
ate Mommas were a great help. We 
raised $18,360 for donations, and 
that’s just the start of it. We hope 
to raise a lot more tonight!” Donna 
Mancini, leader of the “Desperate 
Mommas” stated. 

Sandy Brown, Outlook’s offi ce 
Coordinator and a member of the 
Desperate Mommas, stated, “Ev-
eryone here tonight has been ef-
fected by cancer in some way; be-
ing a survivor, knowing one who 
has survived or having a loss. I lost 
my Mother to cancer, so I am here 
to fi ght for a cure!”

“My best friend of 15 years 
passed away two years ago from 
breast cancer. I am here today in 
memory of her.” Robert Scharf, a 
relay member, stated.

“Stay Strong Fighters” stated 
Linda Mussara, an Aramark em-
ployee and 9 year survivor of Can-
cer.

The MU Pep Band performed 
at the opening of the relay. Boy 
Scouts proudly presented the 
American fl ag, and Danielle Rich-
ards, a Monmouth student, sang 
the National Anthem to begin the 
event.

Kathleen Gelchion’s opening 

speech had the audience yelling 
“Celebrate,” “Remember,” and 
“Fight!” She recognized Sharon 
Smith, Sheila McAllister and Mal-
lory Rapisarda’s hard work, then 
she introduced President Gaffney, 
and he stated how much fun we 
are going to have! The ACS raised 
$18.7 million for cancer survivors!

After Gaffney spoke, Roseanne 
Weber, the regional Vice President 
of ACS congratulated the all who 
attended the relay for being there to 
fi ght to fi nd a cure for the Cancer 
illness. Mallory Rapisarda recog-
nized all the leaders of every team 
with a certifi cate. 

“We thank the members of each 
committee for all their hard work.” 
Mallory Rapisarda stated.

Kevin Callahan, an honorary 
cancer survivor spoke, in the 
opening ceremony. He thanked 
everyone who had shown up to 
walk for a cure. He announced 
how, “All the people who are 
fighting cancer want to win and 
refuse to loose.” 

The football coach, of course, 
related his speech to a foot-
ball tale of a “Hail Mary” play 
by Miles Austin, an NFL Dal-
las Cowboys player now, but 
a Monmouth football player 
graduate. “He won the game; 
they refuse to loose!” He also 
explained how all the helpers 
are doing wonders to help the 
victims of Cancer fight.

Honored survivor, wearing 
their medallions, walked the 
first lap, their care givers joined 
them for the second, and then 
everyone joined in to walk for 
a cure. 

“I’m a 12 year Cancer survi-
vor, and I beat it; I’m a fighter! 
I hope to become a Cancer re-

searcher, so I can help to find 
better treatments for Cancer 
victims,” stated Jonathon Gold-
stein, a freshman, Chemistry 
major, proudly.

Around 10 p.m. the luminary 
ceremony took place, and Pro-
fessor McAllister gracefully 
spoke. Then everyone who had 
attended to relay, walked a lap 
of silence in remembrance of 
those who we have lost.

“That was a very touching 
moment of the night,” Sarah 
Clemency, a freshman, Theatre 
major, after the lap. 

Music played throughout the 
night, but at 11 p.m., MU Re-
view along with Water Watch 
held an Open Mic Night, in the 
center of the relay. The event 
was headed by Sara Werner, a 
senior, English, Writing Theatre 
major, and secretary of the MU 
Review along with Mary Grace 
Murphy, a junior, English ma-
jor and the secretary op the MU 
chapter of Water Watch.

Miss Relay was also put on 
by MU men. “Miss Relay was 
hilarious!” Anna Clemency, 
stated. 

Miss Relay raised $966.44 to 
be donated to help the fight for 
a cure to cancer.

Around 1 a.m., a storm oc-
curred which moved the relay 
into the Boylan Gymnasium. The 
night closed up on account of the 
rain at about 2:30 a.m. It was sup-
posed to proceed until the morn-
ing, but it couldn’t. Awards were 
given out, thanks were announced 
and then everyone left. 

“The night went very well!” 
Kathleen Gelchion, “Despite 
the rain, MU’s first Relay for 
Life was a true success!”

Relay for Life continued from pg. 1
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Easy to Break, Hard to Put Back Together
U.S. Ambassador Robin Raphel speaks about Iraqi reconstruction and progress at Wilson Hall

DANIELLE DECARLO
FEATURES EDITOR

Ambassador Robin Raphel, a 
practice leader for the Global Af-
fairs and Trade Consultancy Group 
at Cassidy & Associates spoke in 
Wilson Auditorium on April 8 for 
Global Understanding Week.

During her speech, she talked 
of updates in Iraq in four different 
tracks; security, political econom-
ics, reconstruction and diplomatic. 

As far as security, she spoke of 
the surge in Baghdad last February. 
“The insurgents were using more 
sophisticated techniques,” Raphel 
said. “In 2006, the insurgents were 
hitting power and oil pipe lines, 
and we could not keep up with the 
repairs.”

The surge involved sending 
30,000 more troops over to Iraq to 
try and stabilize the security issue. 
That would mean there is a grand 
total of 168,000 troops there now. 

“After the surge, there was a 
clear change in policy,” said Ra-
phel. “We were trying to turn it 
over to the Iraqi’s initially, but in 
early 2007 we realized that we 
needed a different approach.”

The new idea was to take ground, 
protect the locals, and increase the 
security and safety until the Iraqi 
troops could take over comfort-
ably. 

“The issue is time,” she said. 
“General Patraeus is trying to buy 
more time over there.”

There have been signifi cant im-
provements since June 2007. The 
levels of violence were the high-

est then, and since there has been 
a dramatic decrease in civilian 
deaths and of US troops.

“A lot of the neighborhoods in 
Baghdad are livening up again,” 
she said. “People are starting to go 
out for ice cream, go to the markets 
and open their shops.”

The U.S. is trying to develop a 

formula similar to the one used in 
Anbar a few years ago. They had 
a very diffi cult time over there and 
there were many troops lost. How-
ever, the Sunnis began to realize 
that Al-Qaeda were using them to 
come in and fi ght the U.S. soldiers, 
so they joined forces and helped 
develop their own militias. 

“Literally overnight things 
calmed down and remained that 
way,” Raphel said. “The trouble 
with Iraq is that it is more ethni-
cally mixed.”

U.S. troops are working on train-
ing the Iraqi’s to create their own 
militia and police system. About 
16 billion dollars has gone towards 
this. So far, there are about 540,000 
Iraqi’s in the security forces, which 
is above and beyond the hopes of 
obtaining 30,000.

“The police are having more 
trouble than the army,” she said. 

“They were recruited very quickly 
and are much less professional, 
where as the army is doing much 
better since many of them were al-
ready a part of the Iraqi army.

“They key to this has been ex-
panded use of offi cers embedded 
in the Iraqi force,” she said. “It is 
very effective because our offi cers 

live near or with them instead of 
just teaching them in a classroom 
setting.”

Politically, the surge was able 
to buy time for the Iraqis to better 
themselves. The government creat-
ed 18 benchmarks including things 
like elections, national oil laws, etc 
and they have accomplished some 
of them.

“They now have legislation for 
amnesty, election, budget, etc,” 
Raphel said. ‘The implementation 
has been uneven, and the oil law 
is unfortunately way back on the 
drawing boards. There is also not a 
lot of political progress.”

The political instability can be 
attributed to the fact that there have 
been 4 different governments in the 
last 5 years. With this instability, it 
is much harder to make any prog-
ress because the government offi -
cials have very little experience.

“There are no institutions or po-
litical compromise and corruption 
is ramped,” Raphel said. “We are in 
such a hurry to hold an election, but 
we made the big mistake of forcing 
people to vote by ethnic identity 
(Independent, Sunni, Shiite) rather 
than by local government.”

Some helpful adjustments that 
have been made are that we are 
working more directly with local 
government such as municipal gov-
ernment. We want to move money 
from the center of the country to 
the rest of the country.

“It’s diffi cult to fi nd experts who 
are actually go out there to work 
with them,” she said.

Another negative development is 
that there is an explosion of refu-
gees. There was a hope that after 
the actual war was over that people 
would come back, but there are still 
about 2 million Iraqis in neighbor-
ing countries such as Jordan and 
Syria.

“This creates a huge strain on the 
neighboring countries,” she said. 
“It causes their real estate to go up 
and put strain on their health and 
education systems.”

The international community is 
slower to respond to these refugees 
that need shelter, food, health and 
education. 

Economically, there is good 
news. “The economic policy pro-
fessionals are very good. They 
know the steps to take to re-inte-
grate Iraq into international eco-
nomics.”

The Iraqis have established a 
new currency and their credit is 
building due to lively cross-border 

trading. They have welcomed the 
foreign banks and have very liberal 
foreign investment laws.

“There is unfortunately an ab-
sence of an oil law,” she said. 
“There is very high unemploy-
ment, infl ation and a huge burden 
on the budget. Many people ask, 
‘Why don’t they produce enough 
oil for reproduction?’ and the an-
swer is that the infrastructures are 
not stable due to insurgent attacks.

The expectations for the U.S. to 
fi x the oil and electrical infrastruc-
tures ended up being disappoint-
ing. We spent 25 billion dollars 
trying to accelerate the reconstruc-
tion, but it was not enough to meet 
the expectations. There wasn’t the 
right capacity, people, or plans and 
the Iraqis didn’t have the capacity 
to absorb all of it.

“There was just frustration all 
around,” she said. “Now we have 
learned to consolidate our efforts 
and sure up what we have built and 
train the Iraqis to sustain it.”

On the diplomatic track, we are 
trying to be aggressive and involve 
the broader international com-
munities into the economics and 
politics. We had started off on the 
wrong foot being ambivalent about 
getting them involved at the begin-
ning.

“5 years later, there is more mo-
mentum in the international com-
munity. The U.N. is more engaged 
with embassies, negotiating etc.”

Iran hasn’t been very helpful, 

Easy to Break continued on pg. 8

[Robin Raphel] talked of updates 
in Iraq in four different tracks; 
security, political economics, 

reconstruction and diplomatic. 



The Outlook       3April 16, 2008 UNIVERSITY NEWS

each country. According to her 
and Katie Feeney, the Mon-
mouth Water Watch campus 
organizer, in Stanwood, Mich-
igan in 2001, Nestlé received 
permission to pump 400 gal-
lons of water per minute from 
a water source in a wildlife 
refugee. Since then, the people 
of Stanwood formed the Michi-
gan Citizens for Water Conser-
vation and have been dragged 
through the courts by Nestlé, 
who is now only allowed to 
pump 218 gallons of water per 
minute. 

“[In Gambia], the average 
use of water by each person is 
five liters, or 1.3 gallons,” said 
Murphy.  “The World Health 
Organization says that the bare 
minimum required for human 
health is 50 liters, or 13.2 gal-
lons of water, per day.”

Following the lecture, Fee-
ney led a discussion on what 
could be done to help conserve 
water and lessen the use of wa-
ter bottles, which is one of the 
least regulated industries in 
the United States. The answers 
from the participants ranged 
from how a water bottle was 
convenient to how it was safer, 
when in fact, it is no safer than 
tap water.

“Part of this global balanc-
ing act of water involves edu-
cating our peers in America 
about where bottled water re-
ally comes from and the prob-
lems it creates in third world 
countries where there is not 
enough clean water for most to 

live. Even here in NJ we could 
soon face the politicizing of 
water that we’ve begin to see 
out west and even on the east 
coast in states like Georgia,” 
said Feeney. “Bottled water is 
almost always tap water that 
has been marketed down our 
throats as something that is 
better and safer for us, which 
is completely false. The more 
people who know that, the 
more water we can conserve by 
limiting our purchasing of bot-
tled water which will in turn 
reduce the amount of plastics 
we find littering our beaches, 
rivers and streams.”

“Globally, corporations pro-
mote water privatization un-
der the guise of efficiency,” 
said Ashley Chandler, a Water 
Watch media intern. “[N]one 
of these corporations pay the 
full costs of the public infra-
structure they use, the envi-
ronmental damage they cause 
of the health costs of the peo-
ple they hurt.”

“There is no substitute for 
public water,” Chandler said. 
“Water is a human right, not 
a privilege, and big decisions 
about who has access to water 
and who doesn’t shouldn’t be 
driven by a bottom line dictat-
ed by corporate executives and 
shareholders unaccountable to 
the public.”

Monmouth University kicked 
off the Seventh annual Global 
Understanding Convention 
(GUC) on Monday, April 7, 
2008 with the goal to empha-
size individual responsibility 
and collective action. Mon-
mouth’s chapter of N.J. Com-
munity Water Watch helped 
spread the world about the 
world’s water condition with 
their lecture and workshop on 
the first day of GUC.

Located at Magill Com-
mons Club 109 at 1:00pm, Wa-
ter Watch members presented 
their World Water Challenge 
to members of the university 
community. The room was set 
up with five different tables, 
each with a different number 
on the table. 

When each person signed 
in, they were given a card of 
a different color and differ-
ent number. The number des-
ignated where each person 
was to sit and the color repre-
sented one of five countries. 
Among the chosen countries 
were the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Asia, Africa, 
and Gambia, which is a small 
country in Africa that has the 
lowest amount of water usage 
per day.

“Right now one in six, more 
than one billion of us, don’t 
have access to enough water,” 
said Water Watch’s secretary, 
Marygrace Murphy. “In less 

than 20 years, by 2025, the 
World Health Organization es-
timates that two-thirds of the 
world’s population will lack 
access to water.”

During the presentation, 
each person was given a plas-
tic cup and according to what 
country each person was, they 
were given a specific amount 
of water. For the United States, 
the entire cup was filled, while 
Gambia’s cup barely had any 
water.

The United States uses 153 
gallons of water per person a 
day. The United Kingdom uses 
88 gallons, Asia uses 22 gal-
lons, Africa used 12 gallons, 
and Gambia uses 1.3 gallons of 
water.

“[This is] the distribution 
of the world’s water,” Murphy 
said to the workshop partici-
pants. “It is already inequita-
ble, but it belongs to all people 
and we can strive to find ways 
to ensure that everyone has 
access to safe, clean water. 
However, as water scarcity 
becomes a bigger issue, cor-
porations are increasingly try-
ing to take control over public 
water resources and systems, 
which is making the problem 
worse.”

Murphy went on to describe 
instances of corporate greed 
in the water-bottle industry in 

Global Understanding 
Week: World Water 

Challenge
KAITLYN KANZLER

STAFF WRITER
Activist for the rights of Middle 

Eastern women, Zainab Al-Suwaij, 
spoke about the decrease in women’s 
rights in Middle Eastern countries 
and current programs established to 
reverse this trend on Tuesday, April 
8, 2008 in Anacon Hall.

The event was organized by the 
combined efforts of the SAB and 
Heather Kelly, Assistant Director 
for Student Activities for Multicul-
tural and Diversity Initiatives.  Kelly 
expressed her excitement for Al-Su-
waij’s lecture. “We really loved the 
topic she spoke about and contacted 
her as soon as possible so that more 
people could come out and hear her,” 
she said.

Existing problems for women in 
the Middle East, according to Al-Su-
waij, are the result of radical Islamic 
groups’ oppressive treatment.  “We 
see a young woman being lashed for 
getting raped and the beheading of 
women for being politically active,” 
she said about the brutality women 
face in her homeland of Iraq.

Al-Suwaij discussed her involve-
ment in politics and her fi ght to 
win back rights for Middle Eastern 

Anacon Hall Holds 
Women’s Rights Lecture

DIANA CAPPELLUTI
STAFF WRITER

women, beginning when she was 
18.  She formed a women’s political 
party in Iraq which lobbied for the 
adoption of various rights into legis-
lature, despite discouragement from 
relatives and friends.

A few of Al-Suwaij’s most signifi -
cant accomplishments while in Iraq 
include protesting Saddam Husse-
in’s regime and getting some vot-
ing legislation passed, which gave 
women some political freedom.

Coming from a religious Islamic 
family, Al-Suwaij admitted organiz-
ing protests and rallies for women’s 
rights was not easy and went against 
some traditional family views.  How-
ever, she told the audience she knew it 
was her duty to help Middle Eastern 
women escape political and social 
oppression, polygamy, and the use of 
violence as a form of discipline.

Al-Suwaij’s rallies created so 
much controversy that she was 
forced into hiding and, eventually, 
moved to the United States, where 
she taught at Harvard and Yale.  
Soon after, she recalled, was the 
tragedy of September 11.  “When 
9-11 happened I felt that the terror I 
knew back home had somehow fol-
lowed me here,” Al-Suwaij said.

Al-Suwaij addressed the war in 

Iraq and how Iraqis feel about the 
presence of American troops in 
their country.  “They understand 
that having the American forces 
there is very important to the sur-
vival of democracy,” she said.

Next, she discussed the sense of 
responsibility which tied her to the 
women of the Middle East.  Al-
though thousands of miles away, 
Al-Suwaij continued to rally for and 
support initiatives to increase their 
rights, and her efforts proved to be 
successful, as a few villages and 
towns begin to let women vote in 
low-level elections.

Still, Al-Suwaij was not satisfi ed 
with simply helping increase the 
status and power of Middle Eastern 
women, and she began lecturing 
and universities, conventions, and 
political forums, seeking help from 
all over.  She conveyed her distress 
that the terrible act of 9-11 was com-
mitted in the name of the Islamic re-
ligion, and expressed the motivation 
it gave her to take further action.

Al-Suwaij concluded on a positive 
note, saying that women are slowly 
but surely beginning to gain political 
and social power. To date, her pro-
grams aid Middle Eastern women and 
children in 20 different countries.

For Global Understanding week 
the fi lm “Two Women” was shown 
at Monmouth University. The fi lm, 
which was written and directed by 
Tahmineh Milani, focuses on the 
lives of two women and how the Ira-
nian revolution of 1979 has negatively 
affected the way women are viewed 
in the culture. 

The fi lm centers around the lives 
of Roya and Fereshteh; two Iranian 
architect students whose lives are 
dramatically controlled by the patri-
archal society around them. While 
Roya is able to follow her ambitions 
and succeed despite the obstacles 
placed against her by her culture, Fe-
reshteh is unfairly tortured by it. 

The fi lm depicts the unfair treat-

“Two Women” tell the tale “Two Women” tell the tale 
of the Iranian Revolution of the Iranian Revolution 

ment of women after the Iranian 
revolution in 1979. 

The divide between men and wom-
en in the middle eastern culture be-
gins at a young age. Dr. Saliba Sarsar 
of Monmouth University helped lead 
the panel discussion after the movie. 
Sarsar said that while boys will enter 
education in science and mathemat-
ics, girls will, “help their mothers 
take care of the house and help watch 
their siblings.”

Dr. Katherine Parkin of Mon-
mouth University, also helped to lead 
the panel discussion on the movie. 

Before the movie began Parkin said 
that it was important to pay attention 
for the, “revolution in the streets and 
the individual action” taking place in 
the movie. These are both important 
examples of the ways in which the 

ERIKA JENKINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“In less than 20 years, by 2025, 
the World Health Organization 
estimates that two-thirds of 

the world’s population will lack 
access to water.”

MARYGRACE MURPHY
New Jersey Water Watch Secretary

Iranian culture is still developing. 
Sarsar pointed out that middle east-

ern cultures are highly “patriarchal” 
and men are very intent on, “keeping 
women in their place.” 

Indeed in the movie there are many 
times when the character, Fereshteh, 
is being verbally abused by a man 
that she knows. The men scream at 
her and expect her to listen because 
she is a woman. 

“Two Women” raised a lot of ques-
tions from the audience about the 
middle eastern culture such as, will 
the divide between men and women 
ever come to an end. 

The fi lm and the panel discussion 
both positively contributed to Global 
Awareness week, and taught those at 
Monmouth the importance of learn-
ing about other people’s cultures.  

Experiential Education Opportunities 
Internships, Co-op’s, & Service Learning 

Listings Provided By  
The Office of Service Learning and Community Programs & Cooperative Education 
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Student Employee 
Danielle: 
Thank you for your great assistance with 

research and program implementation.  
You have done a terrifi c job.  I look for-

ward to our continued joint work. My very 
best. - Saliba Sarsar, Academic Program 
Initiatives

The Administrative Information Sys-
tems department would like to extend our 
warmest “Thank You” to both Rielle Co-
lucci and Nicole Freitas for all the help they 
have provided.  Thank you, Rielle!  Thank 
you, Nicole!

THANK YOU UNIVERSITY AMBAS-
SADORS!  The Offi ce of Undergraduate 
Admission would like to thank all univer-
sity ambassadors for their hard work and 
continued dedication:  Stephanie Asymkos-
Lauren Behrens-Alexandra Corsillo-Justin 
Dickstein-Devon Hodge-Narissa Kanzler-
Courtney Killard-Lauren Kohan-Liz LoBu-
glio-Chris Lukas-Nic Macaluso-Katelyn 
Mirabelli-Sarah Moravek-Pasquale Morea-
Cody Pitts-Dana Pomykacz-Joe Racani-
ello-Natalie Rambone–Sheree Ray-Antonio 
Romero--Katherine Skuback-Steve Wen-
druff-Chris Wikfors-Katherine Wulk

Best of Luck to our Seniors! Alex 
Abragamov-Courtney Ball-Tasha Egalite-
Norma Jean Garriton-Andrew Grosso-Tanvi 
Khurana-Jaqueline Koloski-Jamie Krupka-
Kelly McCullough-Maria Mereos-George 
Nwsou-Kelly Reynolds-Emel Senman

The Annual Fund offi ce is proud to 
recognize our student employees.  A sin-
cere “thank you” to Jenn, Lauren, Chris, 
Subrina, and Dan for their hard work and 
dedication!

We extend our sincere appreciation to 
Nina Jones and Kaitlyn Horgan, who help 
us out in “tight spots” in the Central Box 
Offi ce! Thanks for helping keep things run-
ning smoothly.  Patti and Caitlin

The Certifi cation, Field Placements & 
School Partnership Offi ce would like to 
send out our many thanks and appreciation 
to our student workers Megan, Laura, and 
our graduate assistant Tyrone. You guys are 
our Rock Stars!

The Department of Chemistry, Med 
Tech & Physics gratefully acknowledges 
the hard work and valuable contributions of 
our dedicated student lab assistants:  Aimee, 
Alex, Amritha, Dan, Eric, Harrison, Julia, 
Katie, Nikki, Phumzile, Roman, Sarah and 
also Andrea in our department offi ce. A sin-
cere THANK YOU – your help is greatly 
appreciated by all!

The College Skills Center would like to 
extend a sincere thank you to all our student 
employees:  Alana, Colleen, Holly, Kim-
berly, Kuree and Rita

The Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction would like to thank all of our 
student help for their tremendous effort and 
enthusiasm throughout the year.  We cer-
tainly depend on them and appreciation all 
of their help in the main offi ce.  Their names 
are:  Joseph (Tyree) Long, Krystal Scharon, 
Thomas Dorman, Katelynn Wolf, Erica Mo-
reland, Afnan Zeb, Megan Kately, Jennifer 
Baker, Rachel Polmanteer, Sean Cecchetti 
and his job coach, Jessica Feighan.  Thank 
you.  –Michelle Clinch

Conference & Program Services - 
Many thanks to our great student support 
team – Mary Bliz Ballesteros, Esther Bou-
los, Lauren D’Amico, Nichole DeGraaf, 
Celenia Perez and Tyrone Smith

The Criminal Justice Department 
would like to thank Kat and Ashley for their 
hard work and enthusiasm.  You are a spe-
cial part of our department.

The Department of Athletics would 
like to extend a sincere thank you to the fol-
lowing students: Pete, Jen, Meghan, Sarah 
& Joni. 

Athletics Event Staff – To the 
“Yellow Jacket” team behind the teams 

– a job well done!  Thank you.

Gracias!…Merci!...Grazie! ..Danke!
The Foreign Language Studies 
Department is proud to recognize 

the hard work and dedication of our 
student employees. Danielle Colte, Diana 
Vasquezand Gabriela Soto – thank you for 
keeping our Foreign Language Lab on its 
feet! Thank you too, to Alexis Trujillo and 
Frank Dotro for their tutoring services for 
Spanish and Italian students.

Francesca,
     Thank you for all of your help and sup-

port as a reading buddy, math tutor as well 
as in class support.  The children looked for-
ward to their time with you.  I don’t know 
if you realized what a difference you made 
for them.  That little extra help and sup-
port encourages them and gives them the 
confi dence to go further.  Having your help 
enabled me to reach so many more children 
that I would not have otherwise been able to.     
On behalf of all the children, I want to thank 
you again.  I wish you all the best! Cheryl 
Scuorzo, Gregory School, Long Branch  

To Kristen and Mark:
Who toil to keep up with our fi les,

And answer our phones with beaming 
smiles.We appreciate all that you do.

You’re shining examples of who’s at 
MU!

--Your friends in Health Services!

Loving
Artistic
Understanding
Responsible
Articulate. 
The Honors School is privileged to have 

a student worker who brings so much to 
the offi ce. Laura Bennett has many special 
qualities that are rare to fi nd in just one in-
dividual. It would be impossible to replace 
her, and we are proud to recognize Laura 
today.

The Dean’s offi ce in the School of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences would like 
to thank Kuree Cain, Carissa Maurin, and 
Veronica Tavarez for their hard work and 
dedication throughout this academic year.

Dear Members of the Student Tech-
nology Assistant Program, we would 
like to thank you for all of your hard work 
this year! Congratulations to: Star Hilton 
- STAP Student Employee of the Year An-
drew Skinner - Exemplary Service Award 
Jen Swan - Exemplary Service Award An-
drew. All STAP Members are asked to stop 
by the STAP offi ce to receive a present!  On 
Friday, think good thoughts as Star Hilton 
attends an employee of the year reception 
and the MU student employee of the year is 
named. Thank you again! Let’s work hard 
until the last day of fi nals!

Thanks to all the wonderful students 
who work here at the Library:  Camie Al-
varado, Jessica Ball, Mike Bodine, Theresa 
Boschen, Christine Jensen, Nicasia Oriz, 
Stephanie Phelan, Lucia Riotto, Szilvia To-
bak, and Emily Weber.   We all, especially 
the Circulation and Inter Library Loan 
departments, appreciate the work you do, 
the help you give us, each day you are here.  
Thanks so much!

The Mental Health Association of 
Monmouth County wants to express its 
gratitude to Stephanie Moffi tt for her hard 
work and devotion.  She started working 
with the agency during a diffi cult time of 
transition -- shortly before a crucial fund-
raising event. Stephanie helped us to make 
that event a success! Thank you, Stephanie, 
for your continued hard work, positive at-
titude, and loyalty to our organization.

We would like to extend a sincere thank 
you to Erika Ruh for her dedication and 
commitment to the needy animals at the 
Monmouth County SPCA.  

The School of Nursing and Health 
Studies would like to extends a sincere 
thank you to our student employees:  Eleni 
Diotis, Sade Edghill, Christina Isaacs, Lisa 
Pallotta, Esther Quezada, and Irene Ser-
rano.

A sincere thank you from STE and Dr. 
Chester Anderson to Robert Sylvestro for 
his dedication to PAC! [Program for Accel-
eration in Computer Science]

The Performing Arts Series proudly 
recognizes the commitment and dedication 
of our student employees:  Ashley, Chris, 
Elyse, Erika, Erin, Harrison, Heather, Ja-
mie, Jessica, and Stanley.  We think you’re 
the best!

Thank You Subika Mohammed, Orin 
McKay, Deanna Stango, and Melissa Picar-
sic for your fi ne work and dedication to the 
department of Psychology.  We certainly 
appreciate all you do.

The Placement & Student Employment 
Offi ce is proud to recognize Leilani, Greg, 
Jill, and Kristen for their patience, fl exibil-
ity and great attitude.  You are the most cre-
ative group of students we have ever worked 
with.  We always look forward to having 
you in the offi ce.  Thank you.  The SEO also 
thanks Sam, Nick, Brittany and Trevor for 
their help with special projects! 

 Zachary, thank you for all of your hard 
work.  It is a pleasure working with you!

 -The MUPD Traffi c Offi ce

We would like to thank all of the Peer Tu-
tors who worked during this past academic 
year.  Your hard work and dedication is in-
valuable to the students of Monmouth Uni-
versity and very greatly appreciated by all.

-The Tutoring Center

Gerard Hanley:  The Department of 
Political Science thanks you for your sense 
of humor and good will.  We have enjoyed 
having you in our department, and wish you 
luck with all your future endeavors. - Mem-
bers of the department of political science.

Psychological Counseling, Graduate 
School would like to extend a sincere thank 
you to the following student workers, Last-
ny, Kelly, Natalie C. and Natalie S. for your 
dedication and support.

The Offi ce of Public Affairs would like 
to say thank you to Jessica and Steve for 
their support and hard work this year!  We 
enjoyed having you on the OPA team and 
look forward to working with you again 
next year!

On behalf of the Rapid Response Insti-
tute, Director Barbara T. Reagor recognizes 
and applauds the following students for 
their valuable contributions to the RRI this 
past year: Undergraduate Students: Doug 
Alpaugh, Anthony Imperiale, Alexander  
Karpodinis, Joseph Lilonsky, Stefanie Mar-
tin, Thomas Murphy, Regina Mushrock, 
and Mathew Weisfeld.  Graduate Student: 
Lauren Landrigan.  High School Student:  
Tanya Jargowsky.  “Your hard work and en-
thusiasm are greatly appreciated!

The Offi ce of Residential Life would 
like to thank our Desk Assistants and Desk 
Assistant Managers for their hard work and 
dedication.  You all are an integral part of 
our department.

To:  Shannon Alston, Tarra Costine, Nikki 
Giannopoulos, Nicole Jones and Nina Jones.  
Thanks for a great year!  For everyone who 
has worked in the Department of Service 
Learning and Community Programs this 
year, thank you.  You have all done a great 
job and made a huge difference in activities 
all over campus.  This offi ce could not run 
without its hard working students planning, 
promoting and working at events.  From 
Ex Ed to Voter Registration, you do it all.  
Thank you and enjoy your summer.  Mari-
lyn Ward, Coordinator of Service Learning 
and Community Programs

Stephanie, Kevin and Ben; Louis, 
Octavia and Kathleen, without you we 

would dot our t’s and cross our i’s. You keep 
the projects fl owing, you keep our smiles 
showing. With you there’s always social in 
the work. So, know there’s always thanks to 
you - The Department of Social Work 

The Information Technology Program 
of the Software Engineering Department 
wishes to express its most sincere gratitude 
to the the lab managers and the lab assistants 
who commit so much energy, enthusiasm, 
skill and knowledge to the success of our 
Information Technology General Education 
course and the Information Technology Mi-
nor Program.  Each of you make Monmouth 
University so very proud!  Shawn Rainey, 
Michael Wogman, Ossiana Tepfenhart, Lisa 
Panettiere, Sal Fiore, Ranley Kuo, Eric, 
Czerwinski,  Steve Hrehowsik, Stephanie 
Seeley, Kristen Viscardi, Joe Binder, Me-
lissa Burro, Stacey Cappuzzello, Ian Co-
hen, Marcello Composto, Paul Mandala, 
Joy Marcus, Nicholas Repp and Stephanie 
Tucci.

The Offi ce of the IRB/IACUC would 
like to thank Jamey Flaccavento, Michelle 
Sontag, Alison Buerkle and Meg Murphy 
for their patience, hard work, and dedica-
tion to making a difference on a daily basis. 
Also, a kind thanks goes out to Kait for help 
with random projects. You are an amazing 
group, so full of creativity and individual-
ity. You truly matter! Thank You!

The Special Events Offi ce would like to 
take this time to thank our very special stu-
dents – David Caravella and Melissa Leitch 
for all that they do to keep our events run-
ning smoothly!

The Study Abroad Offi ce would like to 
thank Nicholas Cinquino for all your hard 
work & stuffi ng endless information pack-
ets! We couldn’t have done it without you! 

The Offi ce of Student Activities and 
Student Center Operations would like 
to thank the following student workers for 
their outstanding support in enhancing 
campus life for all members of the Univer-
sity community: 

Building Managers: Tiffany Douglas, 
Leeford Dufe, Tasha Egalite, Denise 
Gonzalez, Jermaine High, Amritha Kunala, 
Sara Morrison, Marykate Walsh, Brittany 
Wood.  

Information Desk Assistants: Stan Fils-
Aime, Kaitlyn Horgan, Jackie Holowinksi, 
Greg Montagnino, Elizabeth Reiley, Cydni 
Stoute, Jenna Uszenski.

  
Student Offi ce Assistants: Veronique 

Blostein, Michele Kaplan, Alyssa Pereira, 
William Taylor.

  
Film Series and Events Assistants: 

Nicole Chambliss, Maria Kohut, Jessica 
Limatola

.  
Events set-up Crew: Alex Assmus, Mar-

ion Easley, Thomas Fagan, Moe Ghotak. 

Thanks for a great year!!!!!

The Offi ce of Student Activities and 
the Student Government Association 
would like to thank our Offi ce Assistants, 
Alyssa, Bill, Michele, Veronique, Amanda, 
Dante, and Nicole for their vital support in 
the daily operations of our bustling offi ce.  
Thank you for all of your help.  You’re the 
best!

Thanks to Denise Gonzalez from the 
Urban Coast Institute!  Your hard work 
and dedication has helped make our events 
a success!

The Urban Coast Institute would like to 
thank Minu for taking on the diffi cult task 
of creating GIS maps for our Public Trust 
Doctrine, Public Access Research Project.

The Writing Offi ce would like to thank 
Tara Shirk for all of her hard work and dedi-
cation.

 The Athletics Communications Offi ce 
would like to thank all of you student work-
ers for their hard work, dedication and long 
hours put in this year. We couldn’t have done 
it with you all, thank you very much Re-
becca, Weiss. Layton, Segreto, Whit, Gina, 
NicLex, Squeak, Sinisi, Lily and Dan. 

Athletics Equipment Room –Stepha-
nie, Syed, Jenna, Lauren, Mallorie, Kristen, 
Kelly, Brittany, Shannon and Crystal, your 
smiles brighten our days and your hard work 
keeps Monmouth’s athletes looking and 
smelling great!  

Monmouth Athletics Blue/White Club 
would like to thank Ashley & Jen for all of 
their outstanding work!

I would like to thank all of my Athletics 
Marketing & Promotions staff for ensur-
ing that our games ran smoothly, and our 
goals were met. I look forward to working 
with the same staff this upcoming season.  
– Cliff Rowley

The Monmouth University Bookstore 
would like to thank all of our student work-
ers for all their hard work and time.  You 
are a special part of our store. Sade’ Ste-
vens, Nicole Baldwin, Kristina Lane, Alex 
Allman, Carianne Quirk, Troy Butler, Ve-
ronica Goresh, Alexandra Marchese, Kate-
lyn Woodhouse, Jennifer Puckett, Lauren 
Lella, Monty Fischetti, Maxine Bustria, 
Sarah Opatovsky, Dana Kaufman, Victoria 
Lucido, Michelle Spero, Brittany Cerrato, 
Nadia Negm and Chris Polhamus.

Andre, 
The Economics and Finance faculty and 

staff are delighted to have this opportunity 
to thank you for your enthusiasm, hard work, 
attention to detail, and friendship.  We look 
forward to your return in the fall.

Special thanks to Samantha Nealer for 
the excellent work she has done for the 
School of Education Dean’s Offi ce.

The Department of Educational Lead-
ership & Special Education wishes to 
shout-out their sincere thanks to the de-
partment’s undergraduate offi ce assistants, 
Andrew Dorman, Thomas Dorman, and 
Dana Zweben, for all their help during the 
academic year.  We couldn’t have made it 
without them!  All the best for a great sum-
mer, too!

 
The Educational Opportunity Fund 

Program (EOF) staff would like to extend 
our sincere thanks to our Offi ce Assistants, 
Balkees Parveen and Aaron Reevey. Their 
dedication and professionalism make them 
a vital asset to our program and their enthu-
siasm makes our world brighter.

The English Department wishes to 
thank Angela Aranda and James DiCai-
rano-(JR) for always being very helpful to 
faculty and students who need assistance. 
And your “cheery okay” to whatever else is 
asked of you. You are an asset to the English 
Department. 

Facilities Management wishes to recog-
nize the hard work and contributions of our 
student workers during Monmouth’s 12th 
Annual Celebration of National Student 
Employment Appreciation Week. Thanks to 
Deepthi Ratan, Sean McLaughlin, Suyesh 
Babu Yadav and Balikiran Chalasani!

The Offi ce of Financial Aid would like 
to thank Alia for her continued dedication 
to her job.  Alia we have enjoyed working 
with you for the past two and a half years 
and we will miss you when you graduate in 
May.    Thank you for all of your hard work.  
Congratulations on your graduation and 
best wishes for success in the future.

The First Year at Monmouth Advis-
ing Offi ce would like to thank our SAMS 
(Student Advising Mentors) and our student 
workers for all of the great work that they do 
with the First Year students and the support 
that they give to our offi ce.  Thank you to 
Lyndsay LaConti, Sarah Miller, Felicia No-
rott, Jessica Torsiello, Deanna Varygiannes, 
Jackie Varygiannes and Ashley Hoppe.  
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The Monmouth University Placement Offi ce
thanks all the businesses that made our 

12th Annual Student Employee Appreciation Week
such a success!

Please make sure to visit these special businesses!

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!

5 BELOW
WEST LONG BRANCH

ABERCROMBIE & FITCH

ALL MIXED UP
OCEAN 

AMY’S OMELETTE HOUSE
LONG BRANCH

APPLEBEE’S
TINTON FALLS

ARAMARK
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

ATHLETICS 
EQUIPMENT ROOM
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

ATHLETICS 
MARKETING, 
PROMOTIONS & 
SPIRIT
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

ATTILIO RESTAURANT
& PIZZA
WEST LONG BRANCH

AUNTIE ANNE’S 
PRETZELS
MONMOUTH MALL

AVANTI SALON & SPA 
MANALAPAN

BLUE SWAN DINER
OAKHURST

BOSTON MARKET
SHREWSBURY

BURGER KING
MONMOUTH MALL

CARVEL ICE CREAM
WEST LONG BRANCH

CASA COMIDA
LONG BRANCH

CHICK-FIL-A
MONMOUTH MALL

CHILI’S
EATONTOWN

CONTE’S CAR WASH
LONG BRANCH

CURVES
WEST LONG BRANCH 

DUNKIN DOUNUTS
BROADWAY
West  Long Br anch

ENTERPRISE 
RENT-A-CAR
www.enterprise.com
nept une

FA NAGLE THE BAGEL
LONG BRANCH

FIRESTONE
WEST LONG BRANCH

FLUFF & FOLD 
LAUNDROMAT
OCEAN

FOOD CIRCUS SUPER
MARKETS 
MIDDLETOWN

FREEDMAN’S BAKERY
BELMAR

GOLD’S GYM
PIER VILLAGE

HERR FOODS
LAKEWOOD

HOT BAGEL BAKERY
OAKHURST

HUMAN RESOURCES
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

I NAILS
EATONTOWN

T’S GREEK TO ME
PIER VILLAGE

JACK BAKER’S
RESTAURANTS
POINT PLEASANT BEACH

JACK’S
LONG BRANCH

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS
WEST LONG BRANCH

JESSE’S CAFE
LONG BRANCH

LA SCARPETTA 
ITALIAN GRILL & 
PIZZERIA
West Long Branch

LAKEWOOD BLUE 
CLAWS 
LAKEWOOD

LORD & TAYLOR
MONMOUTH MALL

LUCILLE ROBERTS
WEST LONG BRANCH

MAD HATTER
SEA BRIGHT

MCDONALD’S
WEST LONG BRANCH

MCLOONE’S PIER HOUSE
PIER VILLAGE

METROVATION/THE 
GROVE
SHREWSBURY

MIDDLEBROOK/
CLEARVIEW CINEMA
OCEAN

MISTER C’S BEACH 
BISTRO
ALLENHURST

MONMOUTH PARK 
RACTRACK
OCEANPORT

MR. B’S 
GOLF CENTER
EATONTOWN

MU BOOKSTORE
STUDENT CENTER 

MU COPY CENTER
WILSON HALL

MU OFFICE OF 
SPECIAL EVENTS
WILSON HALL

NAILS LIMITED
WEST LONG BRANCH

NELLY’S
WEST LONG BRANCH

OCEAN PLACE 
RESORT & SPA
LONG BRANCH

PANERA BREAD
OCEAN

PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA
WEST LONG BRANCH

PARK AVE DAY 
SPA & SALON
MONMOUTH MALL

PARTY CORNER
SHREWSBURY

PERRY’S TROPHY
LONG BRANCH

PLANET BEACH
EATONTOWN

PLAZA CLEANERS
WEST LONG BRANCH

RED HEADS
EATONTOWN

RICHARD’S DELI
LONG BRANCH

ROCKAFELLA’S PIZZA
LONG BRANCH

ROONEY’S OCEAN 
CRAB HOUSE
LONG BRANCH

ROSS’S DOCKSIDE
SEA BRIGHT

SHERATON 
EATONTOWN
EATONTOWN

STAPLES
WEST LONG BRANCH

STARBUCKS
OAKHURST

STELAIR DESIGN
LONG BRANCH

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
BOARD
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

STUDENT 
GOVERNMET 
ASSOCIATION
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

SUPER CUTS
WEST LONG BRANCH

TGI FRIDAY’S
EATONTOWN

THE OUTLOOK
MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY

THE VITAMIN 
SHOPPE 
www.vitaminshoppe.com
Eatontown

TURNING POINT
PIER VILLAGE

TUZZIO’S ITALIAN 
CUISINE
LONG BRANCH

UNIVERSITY SUBS
WEST LONG BRANCH

WACHOVIA
STUDENT CENTER

WINDMILL 
RESTAURANTS
THE LEVINE FAMILY
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 Did you know... your cartoon or picture can be here next week! 
It can be about anything but should be related to the Monmouth community, 

student life, or something going on in the news that week. E-mail 
submissions to outlook@monmouth.edu and it will be printed here. 

How cool is that? Very.
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The Perils of Living On Campus

Interested in writing, editing, photography or layout 
& design? Join The Outlook! General meetings are 

Mondays at 8 p.m. in The Plangere Center Room 260.

The Outlook is currently looking to fi ll associate 
and assistant editorial positions. If you are 
interested, please attend Monday general 

meetings at 8 p.m. for additional information.

Living on campus seems like a 
convenient perk to going to Mon-
mouth, especially when you live 
in the apartments on the main side 
of campus.  At least that’s what I 
thought when I started my senior 
year living in the Garden Apart-
ments. The dining hall is right 
next door, all of my classes were 
in Plangere which was right across 
the lawn, I had my own bedroom, 
and things seemed great.  How-
ever things aren’t as glamorous as 
they appear.

Throughout the semester we 
have had problems with the fi re 
alarms going off randomly a few 
times in the night causing us to go 
outside in the cold at around three 
in the morning. Also, the walls are 
extremely thin and going to sleep 
is very diffi cult when raging par-
ties are happening next door and 

above you.  Calling the police 
doesn’t help because the noise will 
stop for about 10 minutes and then 
it will start right back up again.  
Many times throughout the year I 
have found myself getting in my 
car in the middle of the night to 
sleep at a friends house.

All of that I have dealt with, 
and said maybe it will get better 
(and it has), but last week an event 
occurred that threw me over the 
edge. My roommate and I found 
a mouse in our apartment and we 
went nuts. We couldn’t fi gure out 
how it could’ve possibly gotten in 
the apartment or what to do. We 
wanted to call facilities, but it was 
after hours so we called the police 
station like we were told to do if it 
were an emergency.

I told the woman who answered 
that there was a mouse in our 
apartment and if they could come 
over and do something and she 
simply told me that they don’t deal 

with situations like that.  I’m sorry 
but what are we paying all of this 
money for to live on campus if 
facilities won’t help us out when 
we need them to? I found that ri-
diculous so my roommate bought 
a trap and for the past week we’ve 
been trying to catch the rodent but 
have had no luck.

I still found it odd that facilities 
wouldn’t do anything, so I sent an 
e-mail to residential life seeing 
if maybe they could do anything.  
Sure enough facilities was sup-
posed to come to our apartment 
and lay out traps for us. 

Hopefully within the next few 
days someone will help us out so 
I can stop sleeping elsewhere, but 
until then, this is a warning to all 
of those underclassmen looking 
to continue living on campus. I 
know the commuter parking lot is 
a dreadful thing to deal with, but 
it’s better than having constant 
problems for an entire year.
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ATTENTION: FINANCIAL AID STUDENTS 

If you have had a Federal Direct Subsidized/Unsubsidized Stafford Loan and will be 
graduating in May, July, and/or August and have not yet completed your Exit Loan 
Counseling please go to: http://www.dlssonline.com/exitcounseling/ecec-main.asp

If your graduation date is incorrect, please contact the Financial Aid Office at 
(732) 571-3463 or via e-mail at dorsey@monmouth.edu, or you may visit us in person 
in Wilson Hall, Room 108.    

That July morning mom was 
like a rabid rottweiler as we 
were all scrambling to gather 
our belongings.  She snarled at 
us from below the staircase to 
hurry us up.  On the other hand, 
dad was composed as he smoked 
his Black & Mild cigarette out-
side in the driveway.  He was 
taking his time as he orga-
nized everything we threw his 
way into the back of our 1993 
Dodge Caravan, my grandpop 
slept on the lawn chair toiling 
on his tan.

My sisters and I seized every 
pound of clothing we owned, 
including our endless amounts 
of colored f lip-f lops (you never 
know what color you are going 
to wear, so you better be safe 
and just pack them all), favorite 
night-gown, the slippers with 
the rabbit head attached to the 
front, and at least 10 bathing 
suits along with the must have 
cover-up. In addition to the 
clothing, my youngest sister, 
Alaina tried to bring 20 board 
games and she would make sure 
we played them all.  

My sisters and I would try to 
cram a room full of “necessary” 
items into our small sized duf-
fel bags.  We each made sure we 
packed in our respective car-
riers; they were embroidered 
with our names on the front in 
a Pepto-Bismol shade.  Grand-
mom thought it was the best 
Christmas gift anyone could 
ever receive; even God himself 
could not fathom a more cre-
ative gift.  

My mom was still yelling, 
“get down here, get ready to 
run along side of the car if you 
all aren’t down here in two min-
utes!” So Amelia, Alaina and I 
zipped up our bags and tossed 
them over the railing, hoping 
not to smack the grimace beast 
screaming from below.  At that 
point we were about to embark 
on the car ride to our summer 
vacation.

As soon as the sliding door 
of our mini-van closed, I knew 
there was no turning back.  We 

waved bye to our house and set 
off on a week long adventure 
together, even our dog, Fluffy, 
and Alaina’s pet snake, Spot, 
were aboard the ship.  I was 
always embarrassed to be seen 
in my parents’ mini-van. I re-
member hiding my face when 
we were stopped at a light or 

passed by kids my age walking 
on the sidewalk, in fear of utter 
humiliation. 

Our van was a bluish silver 
color and it had only two hub-
caps, because the other two 
were stolen in Philadelphia by 
some hoodlum while my dad 
was working.  There was duct 
tape on the right rearview mir-
ror from the time we were play-
ing softball in the backyard.  
The bat accidentally f lew out 
of my hands and landed on the 
mirror.  Even the ball collided 
into the windshield, leaving a 
tiny crack (I thought dad would 
never notice).  Air-conditioning 
was out of the question.  In ad-
dition to our immaculate vehi-
cle there was a huge dent on the 
left sliding door from when my 
grandpop backed into it.  Four 
years later he still swears that 
some crazy “young person” 
was speeding by, lost control of 
the wheel and smashed into the 
side.

“Kids these days just don’t 
have any guilt when they dam-
age other people’s property,” 
he laments. Grandpop always 
seems to deposit blame on 
others to cover up for his old 
age.  We let him think we be-
lieve him; no one ever had the 
heart to tell him he is too old 
to drive.  

We were only f ive minutes 
into the ride and I was suffo-
cating.  In the same car with my 
dad, mom, two sisters, a dog, 
a snake and my grandfather 
there was no chance for surviv-
al.  My dad was singing Steely 
Dan lyrics (to this day I have 
no idea who was in the Steely 

Dan band) making my sisters 
and I non- stop complainers.  
We would much rather be lis-
tening to the better “dad mu-
sic” like The Doors, Tom Petty, 
The Steve Miller Band, or even 
Billy Joel, but no.  Instead he 
made our ears bleed with the 
words of Steely Dan. 

My mom, sitting in the pas-
senger seat had her bathing 
suit on underneath her clothes, 
while her black curly hair was 
pinned back with the sunglass-
es upon her head.  I would see 
her slap my dad’s leg when he 
would hit a large bump in the 
road on purpose or sing at the 
top of his lungs with the nasal 
f lem sound attached to each 
note.  There was one thing my 
parents had in common, smoke.  
Dad puffed his Black & Mild 

The ‘Are We There Yet’ Story
AMANDA KLAUS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
and mom praised her Marlboro 
Light 100’s.  I was suffocating 
once again.  

All of the sudden, Amelia 
screeched so deafening that I 
thought someone pulled the f ire 
alarm.  Fluffy was vomiting.  
Not only was our tranquil mutt 
throwing up, she was projectile 
vomiting.  Amelia, sitting in the 
row behind me alongside Alaina 
and the two pets, was covered 
in a chunky brown mess.  The 
stench was unforgettable.  Af-
ter hearing the shriek, my dad 
immediately stopped the van.  
With the force of the car’s halt, 
Alaina, who was laughing at the 
situation, was jolted into Ame-
lia’s lap of the chunky brown 
mess.  Mom tossed back one of 
the beach towels to the last row 
of seats and barked, “We can’t 
waste valuable sun time on the 
beach, clean yourself up.”   

To my left, grandpop was 
sleeping.  His neck stretched as 
far back as it could, to where 
his jaw was precisely propped 
open.  Every now and then his 
neck would bob and he would 
snort, falling on me.  I took it 
upon myself to tighten his seat-
belt just enough to wake him up 
without him knowing who.  

After the car’s temperature 
reached 100 degrees it soon be-
came appropriate for my sisters 
and me to ask, “Are we there 
yet?”  Although mom despised 
dad’s choice of music, she 
turned the knob ever so slightly 
to drown out our gripe.  

As if the ride wasn’t already 
the trip out of a Chevy Chase 
f ilm, Spot the snake went miss-
ing.  Somehow Spot managed 

to wrap around dad’s arm and 
force him to veer off the road.  
Our BMW of a van went 4-
wheel-driving, without the 
4- wheel choice.  I submerged 
myself into the seat, rubbing 
my eyes, either hoping it was 
a dream, or thinking how good 
my chances were to hitchhike 
back home to western Jersey.  

Only three of our drag-race 
wheels had hubcaps now, and 
the latch to our trunk broke.  I 
cried for our grandmother’s em-
broidered bags that were now 
in the swampy marsh along the 
side of the road.  Alaina made 
sure every piece of her board 
game was intact.  Dad changed 
the one f lat tire and assembled 
the donut wheel.  Due to the 
broken fastener the luggage 
had to be piled in between our 
seats, leaving enough leg room 
for the snake.  

I prayed for the ride to be com-
plete.  The signs for Ocean City 
could not have come at a better 
time.  Between grandpop’s need 
for a diaper change, dad’s mu-
sic taste, Fluffy’s stomach-bug, 
Amelia’s new outfit, Alaina’s 
snake, mom’s radical attitude, 
and everything in between I 
was ready for a vacation.  

I could smell the salt water and 
the low-tide of the bay (maybe 
that was grandpop and not the 
low-tide), but sure enough I 
needed a vacation from the va-
cation already.  We were f inally 
there. The entire journey better 
be worth the seven-day family 
vacation we were about to em-
bark on.  

I forgot one thing… the car- 
ride back.

As soon as the sliding door of 
our mini-van closed, I knew 

there was no turning back.  We 
waved bye to our house and set 

off on a week long adventure 
together. 

On April 10, Thursday after-
noon, a peace demonstration 
took place outside the Stafford 

student center that was both 
moving and dynamic. The warm 
weather mirrored the human 
spirit that pervaded the event, 
giving hope to what is becoming 
an increasingly bleak situation. 
There was quite a turnout. 

The crowd included students, 
employees, speakers, and chil-
dren alike, all understanding 
that true and lasting change 
comes down to the individual. 
Individuals brought together by 
a healthy disgust and anger over 
the war in Iraq, it became clear 
that strength certainly does 

Peace Demonstration to Bring the Troops Home
COLIN FOLEY

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

come in numbers.
The vertical cost of the war 

was made apparent through 
speakers like Sue Niederer, 
whose son, Lt. Seth J. Dvorin, 
died while defusing one of the 

now infamous IEDs.  Although 
the Lieutenant gave his life to 
save several of his fellow sol-
diers, the overall assertion at 
this demonstration seemed to be 
that he and his comrades should 
not have been in Iraq in the first 
place. 

Following Ms. Niederer’s heart 
and gut wrenching speech were 
covers of classic anti-war songs 
from the Vietnam era. Tunes like 
“I Feel Like I’m Fixin’ To Die 
Rag” by Country Joe McDonald 
and Elvis Costello’s “(What’s So 
Funny ‘Bout) Peace, Love, and 

Understanding” rang out with 
haunting relevance in in the 
balmy April air.

The correlations between Iraq 
and Vietnam continued when 
Reverend Robert Moore took 
the podium.  

“Five years too many. 
Out of Iraq now!” was his rally-
ing cry and it really gave voice 
to the notion of the demonstra-
tion as a whole.  He urged par-
ticipants and passersby to speak 
up and oppose our current ad-
ministration’s arrogant defiance 
of the people’s will, specifically 
Bush asking Congress for an ad-
ditional $102 Billion to continue 
the war.  

The reverend also pointed out 
several of the lies, manipula-
tions, and misinformation per-
petrated by our president and his 
associates. Such as our current 
“withdrawal”, which, in actuali-
ty is just a removal of the 30,000 
troops we added during the so 
called “surge”. His imploration 
that we remain vigilant and con-
tinue to scrutinize the actions of 
our government is a concept that 
this country needs to return to.

Councilman Jim Keady fol-

The crowd included students, 
employees, speakers, and children 
alike, all understanding that true 

and lasting change comes down to 
the individual. 

lowed with his speech, asserting 
that such questioning of authority 
is not only essential to our free-
dom, but an important aspect of 
patriotism.  He continued by say-
ing that we should strive to un-
derstand our enemies rather than 
attempt destroy them. Meeting 

ignorance and violence with the 
same will do nothing but com-
pound the situation. Father Brian 
Butch of Holy Innocents Church 
was next, following a few read-
ings of poems on the topics of 
war, peace, and the relationship 
between the two.  Having spent 
a lot of time at the side of our 
returning servicemen, he gave 
alarming insight into the way 
our government is treating our 
veterans. 

He also spoke of the inspir-

Individuals brought together by 
a healthy disgust and anger over 
the war in Iraq, it became clear 

that strength certainly does come 
in numbers.

ing strength that they exhibited, 
despite the horrors that they’ve 
endured. 

Thereafter, Steve Hildner, an 
assistant from Congressman 
Holt’s office, brought some in-
teresting points about this uni-
versity’s president to light. Spe-

cifically his ties to various war 
profiteers, amongst them, Lock-
heed-Martin, which is one of the 
largest.

Overall, the demonstration 
was beautiful and restored this 
writer’s faith in his generation.  
Courage, commitment, and un-
derstanding were all exhibited 
and are qualities that will bring 
about meaningful and sustain-
able peace. Hopefully, there 
won’t be a need for such a gath-
ering next year.
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On Tuesday, April 8, the Cath-
olic Center hosted a Theology 
talk, led by Father Joseph Jakub, 
called “Love, Sex and Beyond”, 
in the Student Center’s Java City. 
Many of the active Catholic Cen-
ter members attended the event 
along with some guests that were 
interested to hear about the sub-
ject. Coffee and desserts were on 
the Center that was their angle to 
get students to attend the event to 
listen and to discuss after.

This was the last Theology 
Java City Talk in a series that has 
lasted this school year. The previ-
ous discussions have ranged from 
evolution to exorcism. 

Jen Masterangelo, a freshman, 
History and Political Science ma-
jor, stated, “I love the Java Talks 
that the Catholic Center hosts; 
they are informative and interest-
ing. Plus, I love the free coffee 
that I get. Free coffee is good.”

Father Joseph Jakub wrote his 
college thesis on the topics of love, 
sex and the beyond. He stated that 
the church has many thoughts on 
sex and everything related to love. 
The church knows what is good. 

“God has to be the very center 
of every relationship,” stated Fa-
ther Jakub. “Our culture is based 
on fulfi lling your own needs, 
but that’s not the way a relation-
ship should work. I a relationship 
you need to give yourself to your 
spouse to be involved in a healthy 
relationship

Jakub believes that it is good 
for males and females to be at-
tracted to one another. Adam and 
Eve brought sin into the world. 
The church believes that God 
made man and woman differ-
ent so that they could complete 
each other and make one another 
whole. The church believes that 
the true meaning of sex has been 
reduced by the media. Sex should 
only happen between two lovers 
expressing themselves; their giv-
ing a part of whom they are to one 
another. Relationships that are 
sexually active are painful when 

they end, because you have “given 
yourself” to the other person in 
the broken relationship.

Mr. Jakub, a head leader of the 
Monmouth University Catho-
lic Center, brought up the word 
“shame.” Women who perform 
in pornography are shamed. A 
thought was brought up at the 
talk that “Women use sex to earn 
love,” while “Men use love to get 
sex.”  Everyone at the Theology 
talk seemed to agree on this point, 
and the point that pornography 
does not show love, it only shows 
sexual actions.

Gabby Furmato, a sophomore, 
Math and Education major, stat-
ed, at the talk, how the topics that 
Father Jakub was discussing re-
lated to the talks that were held at 
Focus, a retreat which few of the 
MU Catholic Center members at-
tended in this past Winter Break, 
in January 2008.

Father brought up how being 
a Priest is a sacrifi ce. Priests are 
men, they have manly feelings, 
but they have donated their hearts 
to serve God. He stated, “Know-
ing and living what the Catholic 
Center believes makes us all hap-
pier in our lives. We take a while 
to learn right from wrong, but 
every time we fall, God helps us 
up.”

Father Jakub stated that “Hu-
man love is given by God.”

Anna Clemency, a junior, Music 
Industry major, stated, “Tonight 
was a very insightful event; Father 
Jakub was very honest and open 
with his answers to us all. The 
insight he provided to us showed 
us through church teachings how 
truly deep and exciting love can 
be in a lasting relationship.”

Sean, a senior, History and 
Political Science major, stated, 
“Tonight was very insightful and 
honest.”

“I think that the talk was very 
timely and effective in helping 
me and my fellow Catholic Center 
members understand the church-
es teachings,” Ashley Hoppee, a 
sophomore, History, Political Sci-
ence and Education major stated, 
at the close of the event.

Love, Sex and 
Beyond

In the middle of the Monmouth 
University Practice Field, on Fri-
day, April 11, during the 2008 
Relay for Life at Monmouth Uni-
versity, Water Watch and the MU 
Review hosted an Open Mic Night. 
The night was lead by Mary Grace 
Murphy, a junior English major, 
Sara Werner, a junior, English, 
Writing and Theatre major, Jen 
Ernst, a junior, English major and 
Chelsea Pallermo, a junior, English 
major. 

“Tonight’s Open Mic Night is 
held in the honor of Earth Day, 
April 22 and in recognition of Na-
tional Poetry Month, the month 
of April.” Mary Grace Murphy 
stated, “Sara Werner and I planned 
this event to give MU students a 
creative outlet for expressing their 
true feelings about destruction of 
our natural environment, which is 
horrible!”

Mary Grace Murphy and Sara 
Werner began the event with an 
opening speech to the audience, 
and President Gaffney made an 
announcement to recognize the 
racers for the Relay for Life, which 
was happening around the Open 
Mic. Gaffney was dress as a wom-
an, from the Miss Relay event. 
The crowd was stunned, to say the 
least.

Bill Palmer, a freshman, Ma-
rine Biology major, approached 
the stage fi rst to perform My Sixth 
String a song which he had written 
last week. Bill had the audience ap-
plauding to his hit!

Nick Ortenzio, Mary Grace 
Murphy’s boyfriend, took the stage 
next. He performed a cover.

Diana Stango, a Psychology and 
Counseling Graduate student read 
some of her self written Haikus, 
the following her, Veronica Rajad-
nya read her own poetry. Veronica 
began her reading with a happy 
poem, and then bummed the crowd 
out with a sad reading. 

The audience was graced with 
the vocal styling of Michael Dante 
Summonte, a senior, Music Indus-
try major. Michael played a tune 

that he himself had written and 
named it, there, on the stage, The 
Turning Tide.

“Michael is very talented; his 
song was moving.” Veronica Ra-
jadnya stated as Michael played, 
“That song was sick!”

Sara Werner stated, “The perfor-
mance that Michael gave was very 
audience centered, he spoke to 
the crowd throughout his playing. 
Awesome!”

Girls from the Alpha Sigma Tau 
(AST) Sorority, Kate and the Up-
psies performed Elton John’s Tiny 
Dancer, and the audience all sang 
along with girls. Following the 
song, the girls crazily sand Felies 
Navi Dad.

The trumpet was played by Mat-
thew Monkan, a sophomore, Soft-
ware Engineering major.

Water Watch’s Earth Day clean 
up was announced by Mary Grace 
Murphy. The event is happening 
next Saturday, April 19th, 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m., at the Park in Middle-
town. “Come out and help!” Mary 
announced, in the middle of the 
Open Mic Night.

Vertical Horizon’s Gray Sky in 
the Morning was next performed 
by Max Omictin, a senior Biology 
major.

MU students, Chelsea Palemo 
and Sean Turner, performed a Bea-
tles cover, Black Bird. Chelsea and 
Sean were successful in getting the 
audience into the hit and singing 
along.

“Black Bird is my favorite Bea-
tles hit!” Bill Palmer stated, as it 
was being performed.

The 2 performers, Chelsea 
Palemo and Sean Turner, contin-
ued to please the audience by play-
ing tunes, and they received a huge 
round of applause after they were 

fi nished on stage.
“It’s anchor time! Michael Dante 

Summonte was awesome, so he 
will perform again!” Mary Grace 
Murphy announced, “Give it up for 
Michael!” 

Girl by the Beatles was then per-
formed by Michael. “I hope that 
you’ve all heard of the Beatles” 
he announced before he began to 
play!

Some poetry was read by Chad 
Esposito, junior, Psychology ma-
jor. “It’s really different to have the 
Open Mic Night out here, but it’s 
great to see people’s talents at the 
Relay,” Chad stated, after his per-
formance.

A Looney Tunes Song was played 
by Bill Palmer, and then Veronica 
Rajadnya took the stage once again 
to read a poem about a Professor.

“Veronica caused a storm as she 
read!” Sara Werner stated; it be-
gan to pour outside the Open Mic’s 
tent.

Christina Pisanello, senior, Biol-
ogy major, read a poem, and then 
the night moved into the Boylan 
gymnasium along with the Relay 
for Life walkers. 

The Open Mic Night continued 
in the gym. Katie North, a junior, 
Communications major, sang and 
played Beatles I Wanna Hold Your 
Hand, along with Michael Dante 
Summonte. 

“Katie and Michael captured the 
sound of the Beatles like no other 
at 2 a.m.,” Ricky Corpron, junior, 
English Education major, jokingly 
stated.

The night wrapped up around 
2:30 a.m., along with the Relay for 
Life ending. “Tonight was a suc-
cess,” Sara Werner stated at the 
close of the event, “Rain or shine, 
we’re always full of life!”

Water Watch, Monmouth 
Review Host Open Mic Night

SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON
ASSISTANT OPINION EDITOR

SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON
ASSISTANT OPINION EDITOR

“Katie and Michael captured the 
sound of the Beatles like no other 

at 2 a.m.”
RICKY CORPORN

Student

Easy to Break
Easy to Break continued from pg. 2

Iran hasn’t been very help-
ful, and Syria has been very 
lax with monitor ing orders 
so the Al-Qaeda have been 
crossing the borders.

“We had very unrealist ic 
assumptions on decisions to 
go to war. We thought that 
the economy would be easily 
f ixed and that the neighbors 
would be please about the re-
moval of Saddam,” she said. 
“It was ideologically dr iven, 
not logically, by people who 
believe in democracy. There 
was insuff icient planning 
and lit tle at tention paid to 
what was going to happen 
af ter the war was won. Our 
decision to become occupi-
ers was a big mistake, many 
people resented it.”

Also, Iran has become an 
issue since the invasion of 
Iraq. They were please that 
Saddam has been removed, 
but now that we are close in 
proximity they have estab-
lished an intelligence net-
work and they got nervous 
when the security in Iraq de-
ter iorated. However, by 2007 
they set tled down since they 
were less afraid of things 

spinning out of control.
“It’s hard to predict what 

they will do next,” she said. 
“There’s also a whole other 
context of issues with them. 
We want to make them a posi-
t ive force.”

Unfor tunately, the with-
drawal of t roops is not fea-
sible r ight now. “The Iraqi 
t imetable of stability will take 
longer, so we can’t withdraw 
too soon. It would be ir respon-
sible.” She said. “We need to 
maintain a st rong presence in 
the area so they keep taking 
us ser iously.”

Patience is def initely a vir-
tue in this case. Long-term, the 
U.S. is optimistic as the Iraqis 
are capable, smar t, tough and 
determined people. 

“We need to be patient,” 
said Raphel. “We owe it to the 
Iraqi t roops, the U.S. soldiers 
and their families, and the ci-
vilians of Iraq.”

Raphel now provides counsel 
to multinational corporations, 
foreign countr ies and other or-
ganizations to advocate their 
U.S. based interests in Wash-
ington and U.S. corporations 
to meet business challenges 
abroad. She has many years 
of experience in the State De-
par tment, the Depar t

PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628
609.771.2300
graduate@tcnj.eduT
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TCNJ offers graduate courses for
professional development and
personal growth in such fields as:

■ Counseling
■ Education
■ Educational Leadership
■ English
■ Health and Exercise Science
■ Nursing

Application Deadline for Fall
Non-Matriculation is August 1.

Visit www.tcnj.edu/graduateprograms
to apply.
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This Summer! 
CJ 298 Summer E (July 9th – Aug. 19th)

STUDY ABROAD SEMINAR IN TIANJIN, CHINA 

                                      
Travelling in China July 25th- August 4th 2008

Open To All Students 
Earn Three Credits While Touring and Learning About the Chinese Culture 

Can also be counted towards your Cross-Cultural Requirement 

Trip Includes: Roundtrip Airfare, Transportation, Room and Board at Tianjin 
Commerce University (TCU) 
Lectures on Chinese Culture including: Chinese Kongfu, Paper Cutting, History, 
Calligraphy and Cooking 
Also Tours including: The Great Wall, the Forbidden City, and Local Sightseeing 

Optional:
Remain in TCU to attend the 2008 OLYMPIC GAMES IN BEIJING

from Aug.4th to Aug 13  
LIFE TIME EXPERIENCE! ONLY ADDITIONAL $555.00

We are now collecting deposits for the trip and the remaining places will be 
filled at a first-come first served basis!  

For additional information Contact Dr Liu at pliu@monmouth.edu or Professor 
Jamison at ajamison@monmouth.edu

KRISTEN MCMONAGLE
OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENT

Traveling on the weekends 
is really exciting, but with 
the semester coming to a 
close so quickly, I’m really 
trying to appreciate every 
second in London. There are 
still so many things to do 
and so many places to see 
right here in this city.

 I am trying to spend all 
my time soaking up London 
to the fullest, because who 
knows when I’ll get to come 
back. This town has become 
like a second home to me 
and it’s going to be very 
hard to leave in a few short 
weeks. 

My parents came to visit 
for all of last week and we 
had an amazing time togeth-
er. It was fun being a tour 
guide and showing them all 
the sights. 

We took a day trip to 
Stonehenge and Bath, saw 
the West End production of 
Chicago, had afternoon tea, 
shopped at Harrods, walked 
across Abbey Road, and my 
mom conquered her fear of 
heights as we rode on the 
London Eye. 

The first few days were 
beautiful out and my parents 
and I really enjoyed strolling 
around London’s gorgeous 

Royal Parks. They got to ex-
perience a rare occurrence of 
snowfall in London, which 
was pretty exciting. 

We also went to Plat-

form 9 ¾ at the King’s Cross 
train station. All you Harry 
Potter fans will know what 
I’m talking about! 

My parent’s week long vis-
it went by so quickly, but we 
had a really amazing time. I 
wish they could have stayed 
longer because there were 
still so many more things to 
see!

I’ve been able to experi-
ence so many great things 
here that I probably would 
have never done if I hadn’t 
studied abroad. I spent a 
weekend exploring Stock-
holm, Sweden, ate delicious 
waff les and chocolate in 
Belgium, went pony-trek-
king in Wales, celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day in Ireland, and 
spent Spring Break on a week 

long jour-
ney through 
Italy. 

My favor-
ite part of 
all though 
has just been 
living here 
in London. 
It has been 
such an ad-
venture find-
ing my way 
around this 
city, meeting 
new people, 
listening to 
new types 

of music and 
simply liv-
ing life to the 
fullest. 

I will miss 
every little 
thing about 
this city and 
this school. 
I think I will 
even miss the 
random hail 
storms that 
I always get 
caught in! 

This week-
end coming 
up will be my 
last weekend 
traveling in 
Europe while 
I’m here. I am 

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen McMonagle

A look back at just one of the many trips Monmouth Study Abroad students 
have taken.  The beautiful scenery that can be seen while Pony Trekking 
through Whales.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen McMonagle

The impressive aerial view of the Swiss 
Alps that passengers aboard a fl ight 
from Venice to London were able to view 
through their plane windows.

PHOTO COURTESY of www.google.com

A snapshot of the famous Guinness logo located outside of 
the Guinness Factory in Dublin, Ireland.

going on the school weekend 
trip to Edinburgh, Scotland. 

The rest of my time will be 
spent enjoying every second 
in London. I cannot tell you 
enough how this has been 
the best time of my life.

I seriously suggest that 
everyone look into study-
ing abroad. London was the 
perfect f it for me, but there 
are so many other places to 
study as well. 

This has been a once in a 
lifetime experience for me 
and I will have wonderful 
memories of it for the rest of 
my life. 
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The time has come to put away 
the winter jackets, prepare for 
warmer weather and finally start 
getting outside to enjoy spring. 
However, it may still be a little 
too cold to go to the beach, so we 
must utilize other options to take 
in those breaths of fresh air. A 
great idea that can be a weekend 
or a simple day trip is something 
very close to Monmouth – New 
York City. It is easy and cheap to 
travel there, and there are hun-
dreds of things you can do. 

You are probably thinking, 
“New York City is way too expen-
sive for me.” However, there are 
actually lots of things that you can 
take advantage of that fi t perfectly 

into a student’s budget, and by this 
I mean absolutely free.

NYC sponsors many free 
walking tours of the city. Even 
if you’ve been to the city many 
times, there is so much to see 
there may have been things you 
missed or that you don’t know 
all of the information about. 
For example, the Alliance for 
Downtown New York leads a 
free 90 minute walking tour. 
Also, The Central Park Conser-
vancy Tours have themed walks 
such as, “Waterways and Vistas” 
that would be perfect for the nice, 

sunny spring days we’ve been 
having. Also, if you just want to 
go play in a park, there are obvi-
ously many to choose from.

If you are a history or art fa-
natic, there are plenty of free 
museums to visit. For example, 
New York Unearthed is a muse-
um dedicated to New York’s ar-
cheological heritage. If you’re 
into the arts, the Beaux Art 
Museum is also free. If it’s a re-
ally nice day out, you can check 
out the outdoor museum called 
the Socrates Sculpture Park in 
Long Island City. Of course, 
there are the big museums such 
as the Museum of Modern Art 
that everyone should see, and 

these only suggest a donation, 
but it is not required.

If you’re looking for free ad-
ventures, you should keep an 
eye out for special days. The 
Bronx Zoo, for example, has 
pay-what-you-wish Wednes-
days and is a great attraction 
for the little kid still living in-
side that ever-growing and ma-
turing college student.

If you’re into World War II 
and Holocaust history, the Jew-
ish Museum is free from 10am 
until 5:45pm on Saturdays. 
There are many other free on 

certain days and pay-what-you-
wish museums along with the ones 
listed above. Another example is the 
Sony Wonder Technology Lab.

Some more outdoor activities 
to enjoy that are free or very 
cheap include the many perfor-
mances at the Central Park Sum-
merstage. Also, if you are into 
blues, rock and R&B you can see 
live performances at the BB King 
Blues Club & Grill right in Times 
Square. Bryant Park also has a lot 
of free concerts and live shows 
once the weather gets nice.

Of course, it is a good idea to 
save some money to enjoy the oth-
er wonders of NYC – especially 
the Broadway shows. Not all of the 
tickets are as outrageously priced 
as one may think. If you keep your 
eyes peeled and check online there 
are lots of great deals on Broad-
way tickets.

If you’re feeling very ambitious 
in saving your pennies, there are 

lots of cruises around NYC that 
can be great for even warmer 
weather. Also even if you’re in 
NYC, don’t think that just be-
cause you left Monmouth that you 
can’t still enjoy the beach. There 
are plenty of nice beaches around 
the area if you are tired of all of 
the hustle and bustle of the city 
streets. There’s Coney Island, 
Great Kills Park in Staten Island, 
Rockaway Beach in Queens, the 
Gateway National Recreation 
Area in Brooklyn, and many 
more. 

If you’d like more information 
on fun things to do for a week-
end or day trip in NYC, you can 
visit Nycvisit.com. There are lots 
of suggestions, tips, deals and 
tricks for getting around the city 
and what to do so you can plan 
your day ahead of time. Also, 
check out Hopstop.com to help 
you find your way around if you 
haven’t visited the city a lot. En-
joy the weather, it will be a nice 
break from classes and fi nals.

DANIELLE DECARLO
FEATURES EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

The Central Park Summerstage is a great, fun way to see 
live bands when the weather gets nicer out. Bryant Park 
is another place to check out for live concerts and free 
shows outside during warm weather months.

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

If you are a big art fan, modern or not, the Socrates 
Scuplture Park in Long Island City is an outdoor museum 
that you can enjoy during the spring and summer seasons 
with very different types of art and sculptures such as 
the one pictured above.

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

The Museum of Modern Art, more commonly known as 
MOMA, is a great place for anyone to check out whether 
you’re into art, history or both.

PHOTO COURTESY of google.com

The BB King Blues Club & Grill features many live bands 
throughout the year that you can check out.

Everyone Can Love NYC, Even on a Student’s Budget
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Thank you
to the

Phonathon Associates 
for making this an exciting year!

Keep up the good work! 
The Office of the 

Annual Fund 

In recognition of 
National Student 
Employment Week,
the Biology Department 
would like to 
acknowledge all the 
2007-2008 student 
employees.

Many thanks to our teacher’s assistants, 
research assistants, and lab assistants; 
Lauren DeBaene, Danielle DeVincenzo, Bill 
Doherty, Salma Fathalla ‘08, Justin Herrel, 
Graham Heilweil, Candice Jones, Sunaina 
Kaushal, Jenn Lehrer, Liz LoBuglio, Chris 
Monacelli, Max Omictin, Karen Salazar,  and 
Meghan Shaw. 

Your help is very much needed and appreciated. 
Thanks for all your hard work and dedication. 

Student Employee 
Appreciation Week

Thank you!

Over the past several years, il-
legal immigration has been a hot 
topic for politicians and Americans 
everywhere in the United States. 
This issue has caused so much con-
troversy, that as this article is being 
written, a 700 mile fence is being 
constructed between the border of 
four American states and six Mexi-
can states, to stop the fl ow of illegal 
immigrants from Mexico. 

This topic has gotten a lot of at-
tention from the media, on televi-
sion, radio, and even in newspa-
pers. However, we must be aware 
that illegal immigration is not the 
only thing occurring along the bor-
der between the US and Mexico. 
There are more impacting, eye 
opening concerns that directly af-
fect both Mexico and the United 
States: environmental concerns.

As part of the 7th Annual Glob-
al Understanding Convention at 
Monmouth, the fi lm “Borderline 
Cases” was presented at the Wilson 
Hall auditorium at 6:00 p.m. It was 
hosted by Professor Julia Riordan-
Goncalves, from the Department 
of Foreign Language Studies.

“Borderline Cases” is a fi lm that 
presents the environmental con-
cerns of many Mexicans living 
along the Texas-Northern Mexico 
border, because of US and Cana-
dian owned “maquiladoras,” or 
assembly plants. US-owned com-
panies must dispose of waste and 
toxic chemicals on American ter-
ritory, but some companies leave 
their waste in Mexico, out in the 
open. The residents of this region 
are exposed to many hazardous 
chemicals and waste water that are 
released by the assembly plants, 
which cause several health prob-
lems. The fi lm, produced in 1997, 
effectively shows that not only are 
the environmental issues an impor-
tant matter for Mexicans, but also 
for Americans.

In Northern Mexico, some main 
cities share a border with several 
American cities. Not only do these 
cities share the border, but they 
also share the negative effects of 

ZEUDY ROSARIO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

the dangerous chemicals discarded 
by the “maquiladoras.” For exam-
ple, Matamoros, one of the cities 
in Mexico, borders Brownsville, 
Texas. In 1997, there were 94 US or 
Canadian owned assembly plants, 
between two to fi ve miles of border 
in both cities. Matamoros was once 
lined with palm trees, but after ex-
posure to the toxic chemicals, many 
parts of the city are now barren. 
The chemicals also put in jeopardy 
the health of employees that work 
in the “maquiladoras.” Many preg-
nant female employees and their 
children suffer the effects. Several 
children in Matamoros were born 
with birth defects, such as retarda-
tion and malformations, because 
of the chemicals. In Brownsville, 
Texas the fouls smells from the 
“maquiladoras” traveled miles into 
the city, making the atmosphere 
uncomfortable for the residents.

Another example is Ciudad 
Juarez, in Mexico, which is home 
to 300 “maquiladoras”, of which 
very few have waste water treat-
ment plants. The dirty water from 
the assembly plants travels into 
a channel, which then leads to a 
river. On the other side of the bor-
der, the residents of El Paso, Texas 
experience bad air quality. How-
ever, compared to Ciudad Juarez, 
El Paso government offi cials better 
implement regulations to deal with 
the problem. New industry is lim-
ited, many cars have fi lters to con-
tribute less air pollution, and car 
inspections are mandatory at least 
once a year to make sure cars are 
working properly. This is not the 
case in Ciudad Juarez, where the 
problem still persists and people 
suffer from respiratory diseases 
and skin illnesses.

Government offi cials in Mexico 
have tried to relieve the environ-
mental concerns in their cities, but 
in some cases, they are not success-
ful. It is important to mention that 
environmental laws in Mexico are 
fairly new; the country started is-
suing laws in 1980. The problem 
is that even though there are laws, 
they are not enforced and are not 
stringent enough. On the bright 

side, Mexican offi cials have made 
agreements and treaties with the 
United States, through NAFTA 
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment) to help control and solve en-
vironmental issues in both coun-
tries. Several waste water treatment 
plants have been installed near 
“maquiladoras” in Matamoros and 
other cities. Also, many assembly 
plants have acquired scrubbers 
and stacks to reduce air pollution, 
and cars have been undergoing in-
spections and tune-ups every year. 
Although some progress has been 
made, the environmental and health 
concerns still persist. Fortunately, 
the Mexican government and the 
United States government keep co-
operating to fi nd a solution.

The “Borderline Cases” fi lm 
provoked positive reactions to 
Monmouth students. When asked 
what he thought about the fi lm, 
freshman Linwood Pitt said, “I 
didn’t know pollution from facto-
ries was affecting so many fami-
lies. [The movie] gave different 
perspectives from employees and 
town people…” He also added that 
the fi lm was very informative. The 
fi lm received positive feedback 
from several students and overall, 
it was a success. The fi lmmak-
ers achieved their goal: to raise 
awareness about the negative en-
vironmental and health effects of 
assembly plants in Mexico and the 
United States. Thanks to Professor 
Riordan-Goncalves for showing 
this fi lm and helping us become 
aware of what is happening in our 
neighboring country, which affects 
us too.

As we have seen, there are 
other concerns regarding the 
border between Mexico and the 
United States. Illegal immigra-
tion is an issue, but we must also 
work together to help fi nd solu-
tions to the “maquiladoras” and 
the discarding of their hazardous 
chemicals. A border is not only 
an invisible line that divides the 
two countries, but something that 
compels them to share a common 
goal: to propose resolutions that 
benefi t both sides of the border. 

Concerns on the Border

Among the many seminars and 
presentations for last week’s Global 
Understanding Convention (GUC), 
the Holocaust Awareness video 
presented by Anne Fish, a Social 
Work graduate student on Tuesday, 
April 8, 2008 in Magill Common 
Club 108, fi t the theme of individual 
responsibility and collective actions 
well.

The video presentation was held 
at 3:00 p.m. and was attended by 
students, professors, and Fish was 
told by a guest from Bangladesh 
that she should branch out on an in-
ternational level because people in 
Bangladesh barely know about the 
Holocaust.

“A lot of people don’t know a lot 
about the Holocaust and this is an 
age when people don’t believe that it 
happened, so that is one of our mo-
tivations,” said Fish. “Some of our 
other motivations were the swastika 
incident on campus last year and 
the fact that the population of Holo-
caust survivors is ageing out. Most 
of the survivors are in their 80s and 
we need to learn their stories.”

Fish worked on this project with 
Jodi Touboul for their Human rights 
and Social Justice class with Dr. 
Capshew for a qualitative research 
project. This was the third time that 
the video had been shown and was 
nominated by their classmates to be 
shown at the end of the year.

“I was careful about who I 
choose,” Fish said. “I didn’t want to 
interview reluctant people because 
that would make them uncomfort-
able or upset.”

 The video showed a couple that 
had survived the Holocaust togeth-
er as newlyweds and a woman who 
lost her entire family.

“The video was extremely infor-
mative and eye opening because I 
have never personally met a Holo-
caust survivor,” said Melissa Roach, 
a sophomore communication major. 
“It makes you appreciate the good 
things in life and you fully realize 

the suffering that Jewish people 
went through.”

The fi rst to be interviewed on the 
video was the couple that had sur-
vived as newlyweds. They had only 
been married a few weeks and af-
ter being separated for a while, the 
wife hired a man to fi nd her new 
husband.

“I didn’t realize that the couple 
survived together and it was in-
teresting because they survived 
as newlyweds,” said Fish. “They 
touched upon it lightly and I knew 
that they were the kind of people 
that others could fall in love with. 
It made it very real and very human 
and easy to empathize.”

“The couple was really endearing 
because, one, they survived togeth-
er, and two, they were extremely 
cute,” said Roach. “The woman was 
able to fi nish her husband’s sentenc-
es and he didn’t even mind. What 
made the story more personal was 
their interaction and their display of 
affection.”

The second woman to be inter-
viewed had her entire family sent to 
Auschwitz after she had been arrest-
ed, then sent away under a different 
name by the recommendation of 
her uncle. A SS offi cer who decided 
to let her go after talking with his 
wife about her is one of the reasons 
she survived the Holocaust.

“I interviewed her for a so-
cial service and at fi rst she ap-
peared needy, but when she had 
the chance to be the teacher, she 
became different,” said Fish. “She 
addressed 60 teachers from Ocean 
County area who have Holocaust 
studies so they could teach it more 
effi ciently.”

“I was interested in the story 
about the woman who lost her en-
tire family because it made me em-
pathize with her,” Roach said. “It 
was saddening and made me want 
to cry along with her because it 
seemed to be still fresh in her mind. 
It’s not like you can ever get over 
something as traumatic as what she 
went through.”

Holocaust Awareness Video 
Presented during Global 

Understanding Convention
KAITLYN KANZLER

STAFF WRITER

  THANK YOU TO THE EXTRAORDINARY PEER WRITING ASSISTANTS 
  OF THE MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER! 

Lauren Acquaviva 
Anthony Alaimo 
Jaclyn Andretta 
Susan Berrios 
Stephanie Bucholski 
Jamie Campanella 
Blair Fink 
Mary Harris 

From Jane DeTullio, Director 
Jean Szumera, Secretary 

Colleen Hayes 
Shannon Hennessey 
Kristopher Jackson 
Lindsey Melody 
Katelyn Mirabelli 
Suzanne Moore 
MaryGrace Murphy 
Cherronica Ormond

Rick Pachman 
Rachel Polmanteer 
Thomas Sahlin 
Matthew Stoessel 
Janine Strauss 
Alex Truncale 
Christina Wanis 
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New Kids on the 
Block Reunited

Nearly 14 years after the release 
of their last album, Face the Music, 
Bostonian boy band New Kids on 
the Block is reunited. Now grown 
men, these ex-teen heartthrobs, 
hope to reach out to their aged fans 
of the late 80’s and 90’s.The new al-
bum, which is still untitled, is set to 
drop this summer, followed by an 
international tour in the fall. 

New Kids on the Block is com-
prised of five members: Jordan 
Knight, Jonathan Knight, Joey 
McIntyre, Donnie Wahlberg, and 
Danny Wood. At the height of their 
career, the quintet sold over 70 mil-
lion albums worldwide, as well as 
countless concert tickets, t-shirts 
and lunchboxes to their adoring fe-

male fans around the world. 
The group broke up in the mid-

nineties after much success. “We 
were just fried. What happened to 
us in the span of a couple years was 
mind-blowing, and no one really 
knew what it was. We were learn-
ing as it went. A lot of groups today 
know the mold and plan according-
ly. We didn’t start out with the idea 
that in two years we’d be playing 
stadiums. So by the end of our tour-
ing obligations in like 1992, we just 
want to go home,” explained band 
member Joey McIntyre.

Performing was in their blood 
and it was not long before some of 

the members ventured into solo ca-
reers. Jordan Knight was one of the 
first to release his own solo album 
in 1999 and his single “Give it to 
You” reached #10 on the Billboard 
Hot 100 list.

Jordan’s brother Jonathan chose 
to leave the music industry all to-
gether and started a career in real 
estate, far from the watchful eyes of 
the media.

Joey McIntyre also tried the reins 
at a solo career. McIntyre released 
his album in 1999 as well, entitled 
Stay the Same where he too landed 
a spot at #10 on Billboard’s Hot 100 
for his single “Stay the Same.” In 
2001 he attempted to release his 
second solo album, Meet Joe Mac, 
which did not gain much media at-
tention. McIntyre gave acting a try 
and starred in a season on the televi-

sion show Boston Public as well as 
the Broadway Musical Wicked.

Donny Wahlberg chose a differ-
ent path and veered away from the 
music. Wahlberg started a movie 
career. Some of Wahlberg’s work 
includes roles in The Sixth Sense, 
Band of Brothers, as well as Saw 2 
and Saw 3.

Lastly, Danny Wood started his 
own record label based in his home 
town of Boston. Wood preferred to 
stay out of the spot light for awhile 
and work behind the scenes.

After years of refusing a reunion, 
all five guys agreed to give it an-
other shot. “No, I want this to be 

redemption — but not for us,” Wahl-
berg explained. “I want it to be re-
demption for the fans. I want them 
to feel entertained, to feel treated to 
something special. And I want them 
to be so satisfied by what they get 
that they’ll realize they weren’t cra-
zy all those years ago — that they 
put their heart into the right place 
back then and that it was worth the 
wait to come back again.”	

The group plans on kicking off 
an international tour in the fall fol-
lowing the release of their highly 
anticipated album. The guys will be 
performing their new songs as well 
as their old hits that got them on the 
charts. 

“Our old songs aren’t necessar-
ily standards — they were pretty 
sweet — but it’s going to be fun in 
a live show. People come to hear 

that music, so we’re going to sing it 
with basically the same sound,” said 
Wahlberg.

The band is getting a head start 
and headlining Z100’s annual Zoo-
topia concert on May 17th at the Izod 
Center, which is already sold out.

A lot is riding on the backs of the 
members of New Kids on the Block 
and everyone is eagerly waiting to 
see if their comeback will be a suc-
cess. There is no doubt about it that 
their fans are excited and want take 
a nostalgic trip down memory lane 
with their favorite boy band. Be on 
the look out for the release of their 
new album this summer.

taylor corvino
assistant entertainment editor

photos courtesy of www.google.com

Then and Now: New Kids on the Block members, Joey McIntyre, Jonathan Knight, Don-
nie Wahlberg, Jordan Knight, and Danny Wood are excited to reunite.

The rich and famous came to-
gether this week on American Idol 
for Idol Gives Back, where the show 
raises money for causes all over 
the world. The top 12 contestant of 
American Idol took calls up on the 
stage at the studio. The show also 
broadcasted from the Kodak The-
atre in Los Angeles, where all the 
celebrity performances took place.

In the beginning of the show, 
host Ryan Seacrest announced that 
American Idol had raised over 15 
million dollars just from their spon-
sors alone, including News Corpo-
ration, Ford, Coca-Cola, iTunes, 
ExxonMobil, AT&T, Allstate, and 
M.A.C. Aids Fund.  He continued to 
update America on the rising total 
all throughout the special two-hour 
episode.

Idol Gives Back included per-
formances by Miley Cyrus, Annie 
Lennox, Carrie Underwood, Gloria 
Estefan, and Mariah Carey. Fergie 
performed with John Legend, and 
right after with Heart. The top eight 
Idols also performed “Seasons of 

Love” from RENT, and closed the 
show with “Shout to the Lord.”

Many of the celebrities traveled 
through America and Africa to re-
port on conditions that many people 
are unfortunate to live in.  Bono, the 
Manning brothers, Annie Lennox, 
Celine Dion, Simon Cowell, Forest 

Whittaker, Reese Witherspoon, 
Alicia Keys, Miley and Billy Ray 
Cyrus, and Brad Pitt all took part 
in these reports. Daughtry also 
visited Africa and performed 
their song “What About Now” 
for the poverty-stricken.  

Amidst all the sadness in these 
reports, Idol did not fail to de-
liver some comic relief. Jimmy 
Kimmell performed a comedy 
routine on Simon Cowell, and 
Robin Williams did a bit, acting 
as “the latest Russian Idol.”

Other celebrities that appeared 
either on stage or in videos ask-
ing America to donate included 
Julianne Moore, Adam Sandler, 
David and Victoria Beckham, 
Keifer Sutherland, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Sarah Silverman, Keith Urban, 
Dane Cook, Vanessa Hudgeons, 
Ashley Tisdale, Rob Schneider, 
Tyra Banks, David Spade. Ben 
Stiller also appeared after the 
close of the show, doing a quick 
skit arriving to an empty theatre 
for Idol Gives Back.

Gordon Brown, the Prime Min-
ister of Britain, also appeared 

in a video. He 
pledged that his 
nation will give 
200 million dol-
lars to the cause, 
which is equiva-
lent to 20 million 
nets that will 
prevent malaria 
from spreading 
in Africa.

Idol Gives 
Back raised 
over 60 million 
dollars from 
donations from 
both America 
and Canada.  

That total continues to rise, as 
the lines remain open, according 
to Seacrest. If you would like 
to donate, you can call 1-877-
IDOL-AID, or 1-877-436-5243, 
or go to AmericanIdol.com for 
more information on other ways 
to donate.

veronique blostein
staff writer

photo courtesy of www.google.com

Simon Cowell spends time with children in 
Africa.

Idol Gives 
Back

Top 5 at the Box Office
1)Prom Night	   2)Street Kings   3) 21			   4)Nim’s Island  5)Leatherheads
$20.8 million	   $12.5 million     $10.5 million    $9.1 million     $6.3 million
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This Season 
on Idol

Veronique Blostein
staff writer

Last week on Idol featured 
inspirational songs in honor of 
Idol Gives Back.  Michael Johns 
opened the show with his rendi-
tion of “Dream On.” He seemed 
to have improved even more. 
The judges didn’t agree 100 per-
cent. Judge Randy Jackson said 
he heard some pitch problems, 
and judge Simon Cowell said he 
preferred Johns’ more r&b/blues 
sound from the week before.

Syesha Mercado 
took a leap by per-
forming “I Believe,” 
which was season 
three winner Fan-
tasia’s Idol single. 
While she did a good 
job, it was tough for 
the judges to not com-
pare her to Fantasia. 
“What it lacked was 
that big, big wave of 
emotion,” said Cow-
ell.

Jason Castro per-
formed the Israel 
Kamakawiwo’ole ar-
rangement of “Over 
the Rainbow.” He 
played on the yucele-
le, and while it was a good per-
formance, his vocals did not 
seem strong enough to win. How-
ever, Jackson said, “That was the 
hottest tonight right there!” and 
Cowell referred to it as “fantas-
tic.”

Kristy Lee Cook’s performance 
of “Anyway,” really didn’t seem 
to sparkle (in my eyes). It wasn’t 
very exciting and was quite bor-
ing for the most part. Judge Paula 
Abdul, on the other hand, said, 
“I think you outdid yourself,” 
and Cowell said she looked like 
a star.

(Why does it seem like the 
judges and I aren’t on the same 
page this week?!)

David Cook sang next, and this 
time, didn’t live up to the bar he set 
several weeks ago. He started off 

weird, and the whole performance 
was a bit awkward. Jackson said, 
“I’m not sure this was one of your 
strongest weeks.” Cowell called it 
his “weakest performance,” but ap-
proved of the writing of the words 
“give back” on Cook’s palm, which 
he displayed in front of the camera 
at the end of his performance.

Carly Smithson started off the 
performance very well (giving me 
chills). However, there was a point 
where her pitch fell off, and she did 
not recover at any point throughout 
the rest of the song.  She said she 

looked at Simon, which threw her 
off. (I don’t know if I necessarily 
agree, but who knows.)  Jackson 
called it “disconnected,” and Ab-
dul even said she “didn’t feel en-
gaged.”

David Archuleta performed “An-
gels,” and played on the piano while 
he sang. His vocals were great and 
he gave a solid performance. “That 
was your hottest moment,” praised 
Jackson.  Cowell commended Ar-
chuleta on having the best choice of 
song throughout the whole night.

Finally, Brooke White ended the 
show with “You’ve Got a Friend.”  
While it was an improvement from 
the week before, she lacked a con-
nection to the song and to the au-
dience. Abdul considered it to be 
“the perfect way to close the eve-
ning,” while Cowell believed it to 

be merely “pleasant” – nothing 
more, nothing less.

Because Idol Gives Back was 
scheduled to air Wednesday night 
(and because we all remember what 
the producers did regarding the re-
sults last year when they faked out 
Jordin Sparks, the season’s winner, 
making her think she was going 
home, but announced they were not 
sending anyone home on a charity 
night), the results show aired on 
Thursday.  

Sparks and Chris Brown per-
formed their duet, “No Air,” and 

host Ryan Seacrest presented 
Sparks with gifts from Idol 
to commemorate the sales of 
her album and singles.  Also, 
throughout the show, celebrity 
clips continued to play, asking 
America to keep donating to 
Idol Gives Back.  

As for the results, Mercado, 
Johns, and Smithson appeared 
in the bottom three.  What 
happened next shocked Amer-
ica. Seacrest announced that 
Johns had received the lowest 
number of votes.  Then, just 
when he began to make note 
of how last year no one was 
sent home during the week of 
Idol Gives Back, giving Johns 
a glimmer of hope that he’d be 

staying, he shot him down, telling 
him that he would be leaving Idol 
that night.

 If the producers of Idol had no 
intention of keeping Johns, then 
why did they even bother to men-
tion what happened last year?  
They could have just simply sent 
him home the way that they send 
every other contestant home.  
They did not have to be mean 
and tease him like that.  Johns’ 
face after looked pissed off, and I 
don’t blame him.  What Idol did 
was wrong, and they owe a HUGE 
apology.)

Seven contestants are left.  Tune 
into The Outlook next week for the 
latest Idol review, and watch Idol 
(if you’re not pissed off enough 
like my mother) this week to see 
what happens to the top seven.

photo courtesy of www.americanidol.com

In a cruel results show, Michael Johns is 
sent home, after being teased whether or 
not he’d leave the show that night.

This story is for anyone who has a 
dream and is willing to do whatever 
it takes to accomplish it. It’s a story 
of travel, excitement, passion and 
most importantly a dream within 
reach. 

Inspiration and opportunity can 
come from anywhere. They can 
come when you least expect it and 
in order to benefit from it you must 
be ready to pay the price. Opportu-
nity came knocking on my door in 
the form of an audition. The email 
stated, “Congratulations, your au-
dition will be on March 13th, 2008 
at 2:30pm in Studio 600.” Probably 
anyone’s reaction to getting an email 
with the first word being congratula-
tions at the top would be elated and 
maybe even overly ecstatic to the 
point of unconsciousness. Then when 
they come-to they might debate tak-
ing the opportunity or letting it wither 
away. Well, in this case my initial re-
action, with no self doubt was, “How 

am I going to get to Utah on such 
short notice?” 

I have a life long dream to work 
for Disney, in any way or form. So 
when I found out there was auditions 
for the theatrical movie, High School 
Musical 3 I submitted my Resume 
and Headshot at that same moment. 
A few weeks after submitting my in-
formation I received an email stating 
my opportunity was finally within 
my reach. After I got the ok from 
the “rents” to take this journey on 
my own to reach the pinnacle of my 
dreams, I began to look for flights 
and hotel accommodations for the 
day before my audition. 

The audition notice didn’t say 
much except, “Be prepared to dance, 
you must look like you are in High 
School, no photos and/or cell phones 
and portions of the audition may be 
filmed.” I kept looking at this email 
over and over and I couldn’t believe 
that this opportunity to be in a movie 
was actually happening to me. 

A few days later it was time for me 
to take flight to Salt Lake City, Utah. 

My parents were very encouraging, 
“Morris, we believe in you and we 
are so proud of you and no matter 
what happens we want you to realize 
that this is a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity. So just put your heart out on 
that dance floor, we love you, call us!” 
After the heartfelt words were shared 
I was off to the airport. In the car on 
the way to Delta Air all I could think 
was, “Wait a minute, I hope I get on 
the right airplane!” 

After my worst fear of gong on 
Delta 654 instead of Delta 782 disap-
peared, I began to think of what the 
choreographers might be looking for. 
As I sat on the airplane I listened to 
the songs from the first two movies 
(High School Musical 1 & 2) to get 
the vibe and rhythm of the music 
style, even though I have seen the 
movies a million times. 

After 4 hours of cramped seats, 
screaming babies and all the peanuts 
I could ever ask for, I landed in Utah. 
I went to my hotel next, checked in 
and fell asleep right away on one of 
the two queen size beds, you’ve got 

to love upgrades!
I woke up the next morning and 

opened the shades to the bright sun 
blazing in my eyes after hitting the 
peaks of the snow covered mountains 
and said, “Good 
morning Utah.” 
Quickly, after my 
momentary memory 
lapse, I realized it 
was the morning 
of my audition. My 
heart began to race 
and I got a strange 
queasy feeling in 
my stomach. So I 
got dressed in my 
outfit to impress the 
judges and to make 
myself look a little 
younger than I cur-
rently am (I am cur-
rently 22 years old) 
and dashed to my cell phone which 
was on the brown wood desk on the 
other end of the room. I then created 
the predictable text saying, “I’m go-
ing for my audition, and I’ll call you 
when it’s over.”    

I walked out of my hotel room 
and the studio happened to be con-
veniently located a block away. 
When I walked through the double 
glass doors, the lyrics to a popular 
song popped into my head, “I knew 
everything I want I can do and that 
this was my time to shine and my 
place to find all that I have inside 
and my time to show what I must 
have always known that nothing is 
impossible and dreams come true.” 
(Raven “This is my time”) I was de-
termined to meet new people and get 
the part in the movie. 

I walked in, got my number, 874, 
and signed the audition and release 
papers. There were many other 
male dancers in the room because 
the audition days were split up be-
tween males and females. With all 
the competition, talent and passion 
in this one space it felt like the roof 
was literally going to blow off in the 
room. 

We were then told to stretch and 
hang out in the area until we were 
all called in. I heard the new music 
blaring from the other room behind 
the closed doors while others audi-
tioned. You could tell that I was get-
ting pumped up and so were the oth-
er 50 people in the vicinity just by 
looking at the smiles on our faces. 
While in the small allotted waiting 
room space I felt like a little orange 
fish in a huge pond of piranhas but 
literally we were all sharks fighting 
for the same movie contract, it was a 
little daunting.

I began to slither around the area 
to try and find out more information 
on the audition process and what the 
other dancers’ backgrounds were 
compared to mine. One guy I met, 
named Mike told me he had been 
dancing since age 3 and even tried 
out for the hit Fox show, So You 
Think You Can Dance. He told me, 
“I heard that the song we were going 
to be learning the choreography to 
today will be in the third film, how 
crazy?” Right after I heard my new 
friend’s exciting words there was a 
dead silence in the other room. All of 
a sudden the doors burst open and 50 
other dancers jetted into our neigh-
borhood. The room was filled with 
sweat and dancers, not a fun time for 
my eyes and nose.  

Finally, it was our time. The rest of 
us piled into the room where we all 
went to meet the director/choreogra-
pher of the movie, Kenny Ortega and 
the other choreographers who worked 
on the first two movies: Chucky Kl-
apow and Bonnie Story. Kenny hap-

pened to be a really down to earth, 
cool guy but no one would ever think 
he is a choreographer by looking at 
his appearance. He wore black jeans 
and a t-shirt, had almost no hair and 

did not have the physique of a dancer, 
but in my mind that all didn’t matter 
because he was a legend in the dance 
and film world.

We were taught the choreography 
without the music and then the di-
rector said “play back” and the new 
song we were all anticipating to hear 
came on the speakers. The song was 
called “It Will Never End” and it 
had the cast singing, “For all these 
years we’ve stood together, friends 
forever now we are going to move 
on. The future is our divide, but our 
friendship, it will never end. Let’s 
hold hands one more time. Enjoy the 
night, enjoy the memory, for it will 
never end.” The words alone got the 
dancers excited and dancing their 
hearts out.

After we all danced we were 
called back in to dance in groups 
of five. This was the best part of the 
audition process but knowing only 
18 male dancers would be chosen 
quickly changed my mindset to be-
ing focused and ready to perform. 

I was so overjoyed to dance in 
front of the judges; it was such a 
euphoric feeling. After getting the 
entire dance from beginning to end 
and only having a few seconds be-
fore the numbers were pinned to our 
clothes for a callback. I stood there 
and my body was like a corpse to-
tally frozen in its place. My group 
waited and waited while the judges 
conversed with each other and sadly 
my number was not called. 

As I was walking out with my 
head held high, the casting direc-
tor called me over. He told me, 
“You have drive and passion and 
you should really study dance be-
cause we all saw something in you 
today, but you’ve got to bring your 
technique up and you can become a 
great dancer.”  

That was the moment that made 
the whole trip worth it. “Happy are 
Those Who Dream Dreams and 
Are Ready to Pay the Price to Make 
Them Come True.” I never doubted 
myself and I gave 150 percent that 
day and in the end I didn’t lose 
because I gained an unforgettable 
experience and an inspiring audi-
tion. To hear those words come out 
of the casting director’s mouth was 
something I never expected to hap-
pen, but when it did I knew that the 
choice I made was a right one. 

Now people ask me, “Were you 
upset that you didn’t make it?” I 
just say to them, “Trying out for 
High School Musical 3 was one of 
the most unsurpassed experiences 
I have ever gone through. Since I 
decided to get on the plane and go 
to Utah, I got to live out one of my 
dreams and I will use this event to 
inspire me in whatever else I do in 
my life.” 

Morris Beyda
staff writer

photo courtesy of www.googl.ecom

High School Musical 3: Senior Year hits 
theatres this fall.

Soarin’, Flyin’, to Utah for the 
High School Musical 3 Auditions

Monmouth Senior Tries Out for a Role in High School Musical 3
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Unlimited Tanning 
As low as 19.95 

no session fees!

Chayes went on to speak about 
some of the difficulties of running 
such an operation in a war-torn 
country like Afghanistan. 

“One of the biggest issues is 
trust. Nobody trusts anybody,” 
she said. The atmosphere of mis-
trust has caused the cooperative 
to adopt a non-nepotism rule that 
prevents the 
friends and 
family of 
m e m b e r s 
from work-
ing in the 
o p e r a t i o n 
in order to 
avoid unfair 
m a jo r i t i e s 
from form-
ing. Trust is 
also a major 
road-block 
for the Afghan people because 
they do not trust their govern-
ment, for which Chayes admires 
them, but lamented that, “no one 
will vote in the next election. 
They felt it was rigged. It made 
Florida [in the 2000 U.S. Presi-
dential election] look like a case 
of free and fair.” 

Another difficulty for the Af-
ghan people, as well as the Ar-
ghand Cooperative, is the ab-
sence of electricity. Electricity 
is provided a hydroelectric dam 
where the turbine is broken. 
“We get approximately six hours 
of power every three days and 
because we need electricity to 
make the soap, we have to watch 
the equipment in shifts so that 

when the power comes on some-
one is there run the machines,” 
said Chayes.

Chayes related her experiences 
in Afghanistan to the convention 
and said , “Despite the cultural dif-
ferences, I’ve been struck by the 
similarities between the Afghans 
in Kandahar and people living the 
United States.” She explained that 
both Afghans and Americans are 
duel citizens; the Afghans to tribe 

and coun-
try and the 
Americans 
to state and 
country. She 
stressed the 
importance 
of finding 
these simi-
larities and 
said that 
they are 
“the ticket 
out of a 

thirty-year long nightmare.”
The floor was then open to the 

audience to ask Chayes questions. 
When asked what were the biggest 
concerns of the Afghan people 
about their country she cited the 
cleanliness of streets, properties 
and borders, and food and drug 
laws as a few, again drawing paral-
lels to some of the things Ameri-
cans are concerned about. 

At the close of the ceremony, 
President Gaffney returned to the 
podium to thank all the people 
who had attended. In his clos-
ing comment he said, “There are 
two kinds of people in the world; 
spectators and players. You’ve just 
heard from a player. This young 
woman can do anything.”

Opening Ceremony
Opening continued from pg. 1

“There are two kinds 
of people in the 

world; spectators and 
players. You’ve just 

heard from a player”
President Paul Gaffeny, 

following  a speech by Sarah Chayes
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    ATTENTION STUDENTS                                                  

NEED CASH                                   
                                                           

  $10hr + Benefi ts
Ocean offi ce

fl exible  schedule 
open 7 days     

1-888-974-5627  
T057041508      

Equal employment oppurtunity employer

                                                            Catholic Centre at Monmouth
                                                                                                                                                             
 Mass                                                Eucharistic Adoration                                       Rosary  
Every Sun 7 PM             Every Mon 3:30-4:30PM & Thu 2:30- 3:30 PM          Every Mon & Wed 9 PM    
Why Believe Series(explore your lifes vocation)                                  Patron Night Party
Tuesdays at 7:30 PM                                                                        Thursday, April 17 @ 7:30 PM     
 
End of the year BBQ                                                                                            Study Nights
Sunday, May 4 from 3-6 PM                                      Monday, May 5 through Monday, May 12 until 11 PM
followed by last Mass of the semester at 7 PM                                                                                              
                  
        Catholic Centre at Monmouth University               
                                                                   16 Beachwood Avenue
                                                                         732-229-9300

                                     Gate to our rear house  is in the corner of Lot 4, next to the Health Center                  
                                                      ALL are welcome                                                                                             
                                                                         Food always served                                                                                   
                                                                            www.mucatholic.org                                                                               

Babysitting wanted in our Avon 
home! 

We have 3 children all under 4 
yrs old. Must have experience 

and CPR training a bonus. 
Flexible hours. Some days, 

evenings, and weekends. Refer-
ences required. $12 per hour. 

Please call 
Kathleen 732-859-3394

LIFEGUARDS WANTED!
Certified or We Will Train

Openings throughout New Jersey

We probably have an opening 
in your hometown.

908-684-1080
Or Apply Online at:

www.clearbluepoolmanagement.com

Struggling with 
writing or 

proofreading?

Help is just a call or click away! 

AAll About Writing
732-919-7090 or 

www.allaboutwritingconsulting.com

Editing and proofreading school papers 

Help with the writing process for school 
assignments and papers 

    
Writing tutoring sessions to improve your 
writing skills  

Resumes, and more! 

We offer flexible hours and sessions one time or on a 
regular basis.  Get in touch! 

HELP WANTED

TASTI D-LITE – ICE CREAM STORE
   588 OCEAN BLVD. WEST END N.J. 
  SERVERS WANTED   -   FT & PT 
  CUSTOMER SKILLS REQUIRED
 212 860-2917 OR CELL 917 751-2784

BOX OFFICER—TWO RIVER THEATER 
COMPANY IN RED BANK SEEKS A 

FRIENDLY, ENTHUSIASTIC AND CUS-
TOMER SERVICE ORIENTED INDIVIDUAL 

TO JOIN OUR BOX OFFICE TEAM.  
SHOULD POSSESS STRONG COMPUT-
ER AND PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS.  
PART-TIME, UP TO 20 HOURS/WEEK 
DEPENDENT UPON PERFORMANCE 

SCHEDULE.  MUST BE AVAILABLE TO 
WORK EVE AND WKNDS.  SEND RE-

SUME TO BRIAN SELLERS,
 BSELLERS@TRTC.ORG.

NJ SUMMER SPORTS CAMP
IS LOOKING FOR:

PART TIME INSTRUCTORS IN:
GOLF, TENNIS, BASKETBALL, BASEBALL,

WRESTLING/ KARATE
GREAT PAY! 4 5 HRS/ DAY, 3 DAYS/ WK

CAMP RUNS FROM 6/26 8/20
ALL POSITIONS IN OCEAN TOWNSHIP

CALL VIC FOR
MORE INFORMATION

(718)375 6859

Sea Bright 

1 bedroom 1 bath Fully Furnished Apartment
With large deck overlooking the Shrewsbury River Off street parking  Available 
from 8/15 – 5/15 $1,050/mo christianfautz@netscape.net or 732-993-5398 

Mustang GT 
1996

1996 Mustang GT.  Great condition. 
4.6L,  5sp manual, 17'' alloy wheels, 
performance exhaust.  76,000 
miles.  Looks, runs, and sounds great.

New Lower Price — Must Sell
Asking $5900 or b/o.

Contact Steve (908) 675-6688 or email 

stevie25md@aim.com

MU MAY 20TH COMMENCEMENT TICKET

Need 1 ticket --- Desperate - if 
you can help please call: 

702-361-2683 or 702-497-3123
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Three weeks at Rowan this summer can lay the groundwork for an 

awesome year. Get a difficult or required course out of the way so you can

concentrate on your strengths and things you love.

Register now! Visit www.rowan.edu/summer 

for more information.

Call 856-256-5130 or summerschool@rowan.edu

A little bit of summer can pay dividends all year long.

SUMMER SCHOOL@ROWAN

3 weeks, 3 credits.
discounted tuition.

Do the math.
(Or the history, or the 
English comp, or …).

Please join us!  Nominate someone
Or yourself and get involved!

Send nominations with phone number
of candidate to: ChiSigmaIota@monmouth.edu

Chi Sigma Iota 
MU UPSILON OMEGA 

Counseling, Academic & Professional Honor Society 

More than  just   a
bullet   point  on your

resume.

Nominations open for President-Elect (2 years) 
or Vice-President (1 year). Secretary (1 year) 

 Nominations close April 15, 2008* 
Voting via E-Mail 4-20 thru 4-22

Voting closes at 5PM on 4/22/08. 

Only current 
members may 
run for office* 
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COMPILED BY: SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON

“I’m going to Florida, then I am 
working at a summer camp for chil-

dren with special needs.”

“I am working then going on my 
Honeymoon!”

“I’m gonna work a lot, do an internship 
and hopefully go away somewhere.”

“I’m going to work, chill and spend 
time in Lavallette, with Marissa!”

“I’ll be at the beach, Lavallette.”“I’m going to Lollapalooza in 
Chicago.”

“Me and my friends will do a trip through 
Europe, if they have money.”

What are your plans for summer?

“I’m going to work and have fun.”

Alex
senior

“I am going to Aruba in July then 
Las Vegas in August.”

““I’m going on a family trip to South 
Carolina and working at a pet shelter.”

Ross
Grad student

Jenel
senior

Eddie
senior

Matt
senior

Erin
junior

Michael
senior

Linda
senior

Marissa
sophomore

Dave
junior

GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIIN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!VITIES!!
732-571-3586 • 2nd Floor, Rebecca Stafford Student Center • activities@monmouth.edu

Campus Events This WeekCampus Events This Week
WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL APRIL 1616

Student Enployee Appreciation Day • 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM • RSSC Lobby
Alcohol & Marijuana Screening Day • 11 - 4 PM • Health Center

Spring Career Fair • 12:30 PM • Anacon Hall
Softball vs. Rutgers • 1:00 PM • Softball Field

Band - Verdict • 2:30 PM • Student Center Patio
Virginia Tech One Year Later - Candleight Vigil • 8:00 PM • Res. Quad

Ice Cream and Game Night Social • 9:00 PM • The Underground

THURSTHURSDAY,DAY,  APRIL APRIL 117
Marijuana Man • 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM • Student Center & Magill

Leadership Workshop - • 2:00 PM • Carol Affl itto Conf. Room
Late Night Lounge • 10:00 PM • The Underground

FRIDAY, FRIDAY, APRIL APRIL 118
Education Symposium • 8:00 AM - 2:30 PM • Anacon Hall

Baseball vs. Quinnipiac • 3:00 PM • Baseball Field
Lacrosse vs. Wagner • 4:00 PM • Kessler Field

Glass Etching Program • 8:00 PM • The Underground

SATURSATURDAY, APRIL 19DAY, APRIL 19
Baseball vs. Quinnipiac • 12:00 PM • Baseball Field

Maximum Velocity EXTREME Festival • 1:30 - 5:30 PM • Bey Hall Lawn
An Evening with Groucho • 8:00 PM • Pollak Theatre

SSUNUNDAY,DAY,  APRIL APRIL 2020
Baseball vs. Quinnipiac • 12:00 PM • Baseball Field

Lacrosse vs. Mount St. Mary’s • 1:00 PM • Kessler Field

MONDAY, APRIL MONDAY, APRIL 2121
Film Viewing: Strike • 2:30 PM • Wilson Auditorium

Student Loan Workshop • 6:00 PM & 7:30 PM • Wilson Auditorium

TUESTUESDAY, APRIL 22DAY, APRIL 22
ShadowNation Barbeque • Student Center

Black Light Volleyball • 7:30 - 10:30 PM • Great Lawn

WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL APRIL 2323
Snakes Alive! • 2:30 PM • Student Center Patio

SOAR Awards Program • 2:30 PM • Magill Commons
Student Loan Workshop • 7:30 PM • Wilson Auditorium

To have your campus-wide events included, send an e-mail to activities@monmouth.edu.  We do not list 
club or program meeting times in this schedule. •

THANK YOU TO OUR 
THANK YOU TO OUR 

SUPER AWESOME STUDENT 

SUPER AWESOME STUDENT 

WORKERS!
WORKERS!

WE APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR HARD WE APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR HARD 
WORK AND DEDICATION IN MAKING A WORK AND DEDICATION IN MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE FOR CAMPUS LIFE AT MU!DIFFERENCE FOR CAMPUS LIFE AT MU!

TO OUR OFFICE ASSISTANTS 
THAT KEEP US SANE AND 

FRIENDLY:

Veronique Blostein
Michele Kaplan
Alyssa Pereira
William Taylor

TO OUR EVENT SET-UP 
CREW THAT MAKE SURE 

EVERY EVENT IN THE 
STUDENT CENTER HAS ITS’ 

EQUIPMENT: 

Alex Assmus
Marion Easley
Thomas Fagan
Moe Ghotak

TO OUR BUILDING MANAGERS  
THAT RUN THE STUDENT 
CENTER IN OUR ABSENSE:

Tiffany Douglas
Leeford Dufe
Tasha Egalite

Denise Gonzalez
Jermaine High
Amritha Kunala
Sara Morrison

Marykate Walsh
Brittany Wood

TO OUR INFORMATION DESK 
WORKERS THAT GIVE LOTS 
OF DIRECTIONS AND SELL 

TICKETS FOR EVENTS:

Stan Fils-Aime
Kaitlyn Horgan

Jackie Holowinski
Gregory Montagnino

Elizabeth Reiley
Cydni Stoute

Jenna Uszenski
TO OUR FILM SERIES AND EVENTS 

CREW FOR RUNNING THOSE MOVIES & GIVING 
US A HELPING HAND:

Nicole Chambliss
Maria Kohut

Jessica Limatola
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Editor Note: This page contains articles written by the student members of these organizations. The Outlook is 
not responsible for the content of these articles. Send articles to outlook@monmouth.edu. Deadline is Mondays at 

2:30 p.m. Otherwise, publication may not occur.
Alpha Sigma Tau

JAMIE KINARD
STAFF WRITER

Delta Phi Epsilon

Alpha Sigma Tau is having a table inside the student center next 
week for Safe Rides and Designated Drivers. Please stop by our table 
to spread the awareness on campus. Next Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
please come to our fundraising event at Applebee’s. Enjoy delicious 
appetizers, food, and dessert. Just grab a fl yer from one of the lovely 
ladies of Alpha Sigma Tau to support us going to our National Con-
vention in June. GREEK WEEK IS HERE!!!Insiders: Alpha Sigs go 
EXTREME! Thanks for all of your support during Relay for Life, I 
wouldn’t be getting through this without you all tau love, Matey, Gia, 
Luckystar, Euphoria, Serenity, and Summer Rock the DockSide! Con-
grats Minerva, Eclipse, Cascata, Aria, Stiletto, and Sapphire Welcome 
to AST! I love you ALL! <3 Serenity Chanel- you’re ridiculous! <3 
G-Big Gia! Lets go DJ stalking again soon <3 Luckystar PS Littles you 
rock my socks! Hey MR. DJ! Gia Don’t Vom! Adventures with Little 
to meet the fam...wow your pants are dirty! Summer- my wifey making 
me dinner- Relay was awesome- I love my sisters <3 Euphoria Yo fi x 
my ruffl es! Secret “Geheiminez! I love love love love you so much. DJs 
are mad sexy. Alpha Upsilons I adore you lades <3 Gia Little, you are 
the bomb! Thanks Radiance! <3 Summer

DPhiE would like to congratulate Alpha Rho into our Sisterhood. We 
are all very proud to have you girls!

Also, DPhiE thanks everyone for coming and supporting our fi rst 
annual “You Think You Know Me.” We successfully raised $1,300 for 
our philanthropy, anorexia nervosa.

Sigma Tau Gamma

Whats up Monmouth? We would like to congratulate ETA pack as 
well as all new members of the greek community. We have been busy 
fulfi lling our community service goals by renovating an elderly wom-
an’s home. Also we are collecting kids books for our philanthropy in 
conjunction with the communications class project. Also, we look for-
ward to competing in this year’s greek week.

All this talk of rain gardens 
sounds great, but how do we pull 
together such a concept? Rain 
gardens do not just pop out of 
the ground. Building this project 
requires a lot of planning from 
several groups of people.  The 
Urban East Institute kicked the 
whole idea off.  A part of the 
Institute is Professor John Tie-
demann, who was instrumental 
in the project. His interns have 
been working on the details of 
the project. They worked out the 
logistics of the garden, as well 
as deciding where the garden 
will be placed.  In addition, the 
Institute got the fl owers donated 
to us from various sources, and 
they sorted out where to place 
the plants based on each plants’ 
growth factors.  Such planning 
amounts to a large amount of 
time. Planning for the garden 

From the Soil Up
started back in January, and has 
been building up since. The Insti-
tute has created a plan and time 
frame that is as fl exible as it is 
strong. We have been able to fol-
low the pan effectively as to be on 
time with everything, but should 
a problem arise then the plan al-
lows for extra time. This type of 
planning is useful in a project that 
can speed up or slow down at any-
time. 

So where does Water Watch 
come in? We are involved in get-
ting the news out to the commu-
nity, getting people involved, of-
fering tours, and actually building 
the garden itself. We have been 
working together to get the news 
out to local newspapers, including 
Atlanticville, to have them publish 
articles about the garden for the 
surrounding towns to read. Also, 
we have gone to various schools 
and set up programs to educate 
students about the poor water 
quality in our state. We also are 

preparing to offer tours to our 
own and surrounding neighbor-
hoods to show people how easy 
it is to help the environment. 

The biggest anticipation, 
however, is waiting until we 
can actually build the garden.  
We will most likely build it 
within the next two weeks. We 
are currently working with fa-
cilities management to ensure 
that the garden does not violate 
any state laws and can be built 
safely and properly. This is im-
portant, because the state may 
limit where the garden should 
be built. Also, there could be 
sewer or electric lines that are 
near your digging site and hit-
ting them while digging could 
endanger not only our safety 
but they safety of others. 

Planning is the most impor-
tant part of this project, and cre-
ating a strong and fl exible plan 
has allowed us to be prepared to 
build at just the right time. 

SIFE Receives Recognition at 
Regional Competition

The Monmouth University SIFE 
(Students In Free Enterprise) team re-
turned to West Long Branch as winners 
after participating in the New York SIFE 
USA Regional Competition on April 
4th, 2008.  The event was one of 16 SIFE 
USA Regional Competitions being held 
across the United States in March and 
April.   

After presenting a report of their year-
long community outreach projects to a 
panel of business leaders, the MU SIFE 
team was named 2nd Runner-Up in their 
league as well as the recognition of Rookie 
of the Year. “It’s a great honor to be such 
a new team and bring back not one, but 
TWO trophies” says Alex Abragamov, 
SIFE Vice President. The Monmouth Uni-
versity SIFE team was certainly a “new-
kid on the block” being founded less than 6 
months ago, especially considering a num-
ber of the teams they were competing have 
been in existence for over ten years. 

SIFE is an international non-profit 
organization active on more than 1,400 
university campuses in 48 countries. 
SIFE teams create economic opportuni-
ties in their communities by organizing 
outreach projects that focuses on: market 
economics, success skills, entrepreneur-
ship, personal financial skills, and business 
ethics. During this academic year, the MU 
SIFE team organized 16 projects that were 
held at Monmouth University, in the Long 
Branch Community, and internationally 
in places such as Hungary and Nigeria. 

For the competition the SIFE team 
deciding on showcasing four projects. It 
started with their S.N.O.W. portfolio. This 
acronym stands for Students Need Op-
portunities Worldwide.  This is the um-
brella name for our project that showcases 
our initiatives in schools worldwide.  The 
projects within this portfolio look at all the 
aspects of a student’s needs. For students to 
become the forces of change in the world 
they must first have a base on which to 
build upon to be the leaders of tomorrow. 
The areas of coverage include financial 
education, ethical decision making, entre-
preneurial mind sets, as well as a number 
of others. However, the project we chose to 

focus on in particular was Victory Boxes.
Victory Boxes has become the headlin-

er project for the S.N.O.W. prerogative. It all 
started with a mother sending small gifts 
to her step-son over Iraq and grew into a 
national non-profit initiative. Our team 
decided to jump on board with project and 
take the level of giving to a new high. Stu-
dents involved in this project learn how to 
not only create a business plan, but more 
importantly to see that plan through. We 
showed students the most efficient ways to 
advertise for support, create their own bud-
gets, fundraise, write donation letters, deal 
with customer service issues, phone skills, 
operational management, and professional 
appearance. What separates this project 
from the others is that these students must 
carry out every one of these things on their 
own to further the progress of the project 
and once the war ends the partnerships that 
are created will just simply move to a dif-
ferent place of giving. 

The second project that the team fo-
cused on was the future fair that recently 
took place this past April 1st. The idea of 
this program is to give university students 
the opportunity to be one step further in 
achieving their occupational goals. Serv-
ing as a preparation for the Monmouth 
University career fair, the program empha-
sized resume writing, interviewing skills, 
meal etiquette, and what not to wear. This 
project in particular was chosen because of 
it connection with many of the other active 
SIFE projects. 

Despite the first projects being ones that 
SIFE is proud to display, it is the last two 
that we presented at the competition that 
proved to be the most exciting, the first of 
which is the project entitled “Going Nuts”. 
Going Nuts is a multi-faced project based 
in Nigeria that incorporates all aspects of 
the SIFE criteria (market economics, suc-
cess skills, entrepreneurship, financial lit-
eracy, and business ethics). The project is 
currently in its first phase which is laying 
the groundwork to achieving its overall ob-
jective; alleviate the suffering of the people 
of Nigeria. Monmouth University SIFE is 
working to partner with a company that 
produces a vitamin-rich product called 
Plumpynut. It is a mixture of certain in-
gredients that creates a food that nourishes 
people relatively cheaply and provides 
them decent mix of nutrients. The overall 

purpose of this program would be to un-
derstand how we could create systems that 
would allow others to create this product 
for themselves, either through a franchis-
ing option or a small regional based opera-
tion out of the Xavier Memorial College, 
the premier institution in the country. The 
goal of the project is to allay the threat of 
starvation in their communities and vil-
lages.

The last project we presented was one 
that was featured in an the March 26th 
edition of the Outlook; “Ethics Around the 
World”.  This program is about bringing 
an ethical view of the world to those areas 
that may not necessarily think in such a 
way. The program is built on 20 principles 
that build an ethical ideology. It empha-
sizes that through utilizing these prin-
ciples one can be successful in both their 
professional and personal life by looking 
at the many examples around the world. 
The format is adaptable to any audience 
of any age group. This project thus far has 
been implemented in Hungary; however, 
future areas of expansion include Nigeria, 
the Marshall Islands, China, and the New 
Jersey hospital system.

The Monmouth University SIFE team 
has a lot for which to be proud. In a rela-
tively short period time they were able to 
not only create a team, but also establish 
projects that will prove to create signifi-
cant differences in the lives of the people 
they touch. As Bob Danhardt, President of 
SIFE said, “The win at the regional com-
petition is hopefully just the beginning for 
the MU SIFE team. This group of people 
(SIFE team) has done amazing things so 
far. The absolute feeling of accomplish-
ment that you get from this organization is 
like no other and I could not be more proud 
to be a part of it.” 

So what is left for the SIFE team 
this semester? Well, there are a couple 
of projects that will be taking place 
before the years end. The remaining 
meetings for SIFE will be about plan-
ning these events as well as creating a 
strategic plan for even greater success 
next year. So, if you are interested in 
becoming involved with SIFE our 
meetings are held every Wednesday in 
Bey Hall Room 229 or you can email 
us at SIFE@monmouth.edu. Hope to 
see you there!

BOB DANHARDT  
ALEX ABRAGAMOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
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VOLUNTEER 
CORNER 

Volunteer at the 2nd Annual Family Fundraiser 
at the West Long Branch Public Schools on 
Saturday, April 26.  Volunteers are needed to 
help with carnival games and crafts for children 
from 4:00pm – 6:00pm or from 6:00pm – 8:00 
pm. This is a quick, easy and fun way to get 
involved in the community and help to raise 
funds for the West Long Branch Foundation for 
Public Education. Please contact Theresa 
Fontana at 732-870-2242 for more information 
on how to get involved.  
Many other volunteer opportunities are
available. Search “Volunteer Directory” on
the MU website for a complete listing.
Questions? E-mail volunteer@monmouth.edu or
stop by the Office of Service Learning and
Community Programs, Room 301c in the RSSC.

Brought  to  you  by  Student ActivitiesBrought  to  you  by  Student Activities
Ad  Supported  by  SGA  and  SABAd  Supported  by  SGA  and  SAB

732-531-1250
Call for appointment 
Walk-in services welcome 

82 Norwood Ave.  
On the corner of  Poplar and Norwood 
Second floor 
Deal, NJ 07723 

MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN STUDIO

Expires 05/01/08 

10% OFF 
Any Service 

For First Time Clients Only 
MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN STUDIO 

Must Have Coupon to Receive Discount 

Medusa Hair Design Studio is a full service salon.  We offer: Facials, Massage, Manicures, LCN, 
Pedicures, Eyelash Extensions, Cosmetic Application, Waxing, and Hair Design

(Color, Highlights, Lowlights and Corrective Color).   
Come and experience our excellence, allow us to enhance your natural beauty. 

MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN
STUDIO

Are you ready for a transformation ? 

(732) 531-1250 

***Coupon excludes Ionic Straightener***
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STAFF WRITER

Rough Weekend at Home has Blue and 
White Looking Forward to Rutgers

 Softball Upcoming 
Schedule

4/16
Rutgers

3:00 & 5:00

4/19 at 
Robert Morris

1:00 & 3:00

4/20 at
St Francis (Pa.)
12:00 & 2:00

The Softball team had a tough 
weekend dropping all four games 
they competed in against Wagner 
and Long Island respectively. The 
Hawks will get a chance to get the 
taste of defeat out of their mouths 
on Wednesday against Rutgers at 
home.

In Saturday’s doubleheader the 
blue and white squared off against 
Wagner. Wagner broke the fi rst 
game wide open in the fi fth in-
ning as they put together a six-run 
effort in the top half of the fi fth. 
The Seahawks were the better 
birds in this game as they came 
through with a total team effort. 
Seven players had multiple hit 
games and each of the three pitch-
ers, tossed at least two innings in 
the contest. 

Leadoff hitter Nichole Alvarez 
once again did a great job of set-
ting the table for the Hawks reach-
ing base on all four plate appear-
ances with three hits and a walk 
during the game. She also scored 
two of Monmouth’s seven runs. 

Pitcher Kristine Sawlsville who 
has been brilliant of late had a 
shaky outing against Wagner. She 
went six innings in the contest 
allowing fi fteen hits and eleven 

earned runs while facing thirty 
one batters throughout the contest. 
Dara Palms had a solid perfor-
mance in her one inning of work 
for the Hawks retiring all three 
batters she faced.

In the second game the Se-
ahawks prevailed over the Hawks 
in a closely fought contest.  The 

game came down to the bot-
tom half of the seventh inning as 
Monmouth loaded the bases down 
4-2 but were only able to muster 
one run and therefore fell 4-3 in 
the nightcap. The blue and white 

were led offensively by catcher 
Jessica Nicola who had an impres-
sive four for four performance.

Monmouth had a shaky start 
form starting pitcher Dara Palms 
coming off her solid performance 
in the seventh inning of the fi rst 
game, she only retired one bat-
ter in the fi rst inning before be-
ing pulled, giving up four hits and 
three earned runs. Melissa Meh-
rer then came in to pick up the 
pieces and had a solid day going 
6.2 innings and only allowing one 
earned run in the contest.

The team had little time to dwell 
on their losses as they were set to 
take on Long Island University on 
Sunday afternoon in another dou-
ble dip. Long Island the defending 
NEC champions drops the Hawks 
to 12-19-1 overall and 4-6 in the 
conference. They improve to 22-
14 and an impressive 11-1 in the 
NEC. 

The fi rst contest saw the Hawks 
fall after taking an early one noth-
ing lead only to give it up in the 
second for good and eventually 
lose 6-2.  Kristine Sawlsville im-
proved on her Saturday outing but 
still took the loss in a complete 
game. She allowed six runs on 
twelve hits while facing thirty fi ve 
hitters in the game.

The Hawks sent Melissa Mehrer 
to the circle in the nightcap and 
she had another positive outing 
for Monmouth allowing only two 

earned runs off nine hits in seven 
innings of work. 

Unfortunately for Monmouth, 
Long Island pitcher Jenny Giles 
also goes all seven innings allow-
ing only four hits and one earned 
run. The Hawks committed two 
costly errors in the game and will 
have to play perfect ball if they 
hope to defeat the top team in their 
conference later on this season.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Nichole Alvarez reached base in all four plate appearances against 
Wagner in the fi rst game of their doubleheader on Saturday. 

Baseball Has Near Perfect Month

On March 15, after the 11-7 loss 
to Duquesne in the Navy Base-
ball Round Robin Tournament, 
the Monmouth University base-
ball team was 2-8 and searching 
for answers that would remedy 
their poor start to the season.  The 
very next day the team defeated 
Maine 7-4 in a 12 inning thriller 
of a game and started what would 
end up being a 15-game win-
ning streak, which spanned from 
March 16 to April 12.  

During the 15-game winning 
streak the Blue and White defeat-
ed in-state rivals Rutgers, Princ-

eton, and NJIT, and improved to 
18-9 overall, with a stellar NEC 
record of 7-1.  That one confer-
ence defeat came on April 12, a 4-
3 loss at Wagner, which snapped 
the team’s 15-game unbeaten run.

The Hawks opened the week 
with a solid 7-3 come-from-be-
hind victory at Princeton on April 
8.  The team scored six runs in 

Hawks victorious in 15 consecutive games before Wagner loss on Saturday
ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

the seventh and eighth innings 
to earn the victory.  Nick Valli-
llo registered his second win of 
the year as he came in to relieve 
starting pitcher Brett Connor, who 
lasted 4.1 innings.  The win over 
the Tigers improved the streak to 
12 games, with Lafayette coming 
to West Long Branch before a four 
game series with NEC foe Wagner 
in Staten Island, New York.

On April 9, the Blue and White 
set out to tie a program record for 
consecutive victories as only La-
fayette could stand in their way.  
In their bid to win their 13th game 
in a row, Monmouth got off to a 
strong start and never looked 
back, winning 5-1 and tying the 

program record for consecutive 
wins with 13.

The home team was able to man-
ufacture a run in the bottom of the 
fi rst inning, when a throwing error 
and a fi elding error enabled Ryan 
Terry to score the fi rst run of the 
contest.  Even though the Leop-
ards tied the game in the top of the 
sixth inning, MU appeared to be 

in complete control, scoring three 
runs in the home half of the sixth 
inning to regain the lead and se-
cure the victory.

The win went to starting pitcher 
Kyle Breese, who recorded his 
third win of the year.  The right 
hander allowed one run on fi ve hits 
in six solid innings of work.  Re-
lief pitchers Tim Dexter, Tim Bal-
lard, and Justin Esposito logged 
three scoreless innings of work to 
secure the 5-1 triumph.

The Hawks returned to action 
on Friday, April 11, with the fi rst 
game of their four game series 
in Staten Island against Wagner.  
Monmouth sent out their ace Brad 
Brach in game one and the big 
right hander did not disappoint.  
The starter worked nine innings, 
allowing just seven hits (all sin-
gles), while walking only one bat-
ter.  He tied a career high with 11 
strikeouts, improving his 2008 re-
cord to 3-1 with the 5-0 MU win.

Monmouth was led offensive-
ly by freshman sensation Nick 
Pulsonetti, who fell just a single 
shy of hitting for the cycle.  The 
Monmouth outfi elder went 3-4 in 
the game, with a double, a triple, 
and a home run, recording 2 RBI 
in the process.  

Pulsonetti, in his fi rst year as 
a Hawk, has made an immediate 
impact to the team’s success.  He 
leads the team in RBI (29), home 
runs (6), and batting average 
(.382).  The freshman also leads 
the team in slugging percentage 
(.750). 

Against Wagner, the Blue and 
White recorded 13 hits to pace the 
fi ve run effort.  The win put the 
2008 baseball team in the school 
record books for most consecutive 
victories with 14.

The next day Monmouth and 
Wagner faced off again, with two 
7-inning games scheduled for Sat-
urday.  

In game one of the doublehead-
er, the contest was a true pitchers 
duel, with both teams struggling to 
put runs on the board.  Ryan Buch 

and Justin Esposito combined to 
pitch a two-hit shut out, out doing 
Seahawk starting pitcher Joe Testa 
who pitched a complete game four-
hitter, allowing an unearned run in 
the third inning.

In the win, the Hawks’ 15th in a 
row, Pulsonetti drove in the game’s 
only run.  Kyle Higgins went 3-4, 
recording three of the four hits that 
Testa allowed.

In game two, Wagner used its 
two home runs to power past MU 
4-3.  The loss was Monmouth’s 
fi rst since March 15, breaking the 
15-game winning streak.

Wagner got on the scoreboard 
fi rst in bottom of the fi rst frame, 
going up 1-0 on a run-scoring 
double off of MU starter Matt 
Marc-Aurele.  In the third inning 
the Seahawks extended their lead 
to 3-0 with a two-run home run to 
left center fi eld.  

In the top of the fourth Monmouth 
tied the score at 3-3.  The three-
run inning was started by Pulson-
etti, who crushed a pitch over the 
left fi eld wall to out the Blue and 
White on the board.  Chris Collazo 
and Ryan Terry both scored later 
in the inning to tie the game.

In the bottom of the fourth, Wag-
ner went up 4-3 in what proved to 
be the game-winning solo home 
run.  Marc-Aurele was given the 
loss, his second of the year, giving 
up four runs on seven hits in three 
innings of work.  Kyle Morrison 
picked up the win for Wagner, giv-
ing up three runs on six hits.

On Sunday, the teams faced off 
in the fourth and fi nal game of 
their weekend series.  With an-
other extraordinary combined ef-
fort from Monmouth pitchers, the 
team blanked the Seahawks 6-0 to 
improve their record to 18-9 over-
all, and 7-1 in the Northeast Con-
ference.

MU pitchers Brett Brach and 
Tim Ballard combined to shut out 
Wagner.  Brach worked 5 innings, 
allowing just six hits, to record 
the win, his second of the year.  
Ballard came in to relieve Brach, 

working 4 innings, allowing just 
one hit in the ninth inning.  The 
senior has now run his scoreless 
innings streak to 16, erasing 12 of 
the 13 batters he faced against the 
Seahawks.  Ballard earned his fi rst 
career save in the effort.

Brett Holland led the nine-hit 
offensive attack for the Blue and 
White, going 3-4 with two RBI 
and two runs scored.  Higgins 
went 2-4, with an RBI and one run 
scored.  

The Hawks have now shut out 
their opponent in six of the eight 
conference games they have 
played thus far this season.  

The team returns to league play 
starting on Friday with a four 
game series at home against Quin-
nipiac.  The fi rst pitch is scheduled 
for 3:00 p.m. on Friday, April 18.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Nick Pulsonetti came up just a single short of the cyle against Wag-
ner in game one of the four game series. The freshman leads the team in 
batting average, RBI, home runs, and slugging percentage.

 Baseball 
Upcoming 
Schedule

4/18
Quinnipiac

3:00

4/19
Quinnipiac (DH)

12:00

4/20
Quinnipiac

12:00

4/22 at
Rider
3:30
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A Word on Sports
There’s Nothing Amateur About This Junior

ALEXANDER TRUNCALE
STAFF WRITER

Track Teams Earn 
Post Season Bids

PRESS RELEASE

Softball Hall of Famer 
to Speak on Campus
PRESS RELEASE

I am, admittedly, an avid 
golf fan, and so naturally, 
Masters week is one of my fa-
vorite times of the year.  For 
me, it’s the offi cial beginning 
of spring, and by far the most 
prestigious tournament of the 
year.  Throughout the CBS 
broadcast on Saturday, Jim 
Nantz, and Co. talked about 
Tiger Woods, Phil Mickel-
son, and the leaders of the 
tournament, but disappoint-
ingly, there was no mention 
of Drew Weaver.  

And why should there be?  
Weaver shot a 76 and an 80, 
missed the cut by eight shots, 
and fi nished in a tie for 89th 
overall.  But despite all that, 
perhaps CBS could have 
mentioned Drew Weaver.  

You see, Weaver is a ju-
nior at Virginia Tech, and it 
was one year ago today that 
a gunman opened fi re on the 
Virginia Tech campus, kill-
ing 32 people.  And although 
his performance at Augusta 
National may not have been 
enough to turn heads, it was 
good enough for Weaver to 
dedicate to his fallen class-
mates, who’s lives were taken 
much too early.

Weaver was in rare compa-
ny during this year’s Masters.  
One of only three amateurs 
to make the fi eld, the High 

Point, North Carolina native 
won the 2007 British Amateur 
Championship in July, and 
stamped his ticket to Augusta, 
Georgia.  However, just a few 
months earlier, he was sitting 
in his morning class in the 
building right next to Norris 
Hall, where most of the vic-
tims were attacked, when he 
heard gunshots.  

After rushing out of his 
classroom building, he looked 
left and saw a fl eet of police 
cars and SWAT team personal.  
Just after an offi cer told him 
to take cover, six more shots 
rang out, and he ran for his 
life to the library, and stayed 
there, terrifi ed, for the next 
three hours.  The most sur-
real part of all this for Weaver 
was that he had classes in that 
very building. “So”, he said, “I 
would have been right in the 
middle of the shootings if they 
were a day later.”

There are times when great 
triumph can emerge over great 
tragedy, and this concept is 
exemplifi ed perfectly by Drew 
Weaver.  Three months after 
the shootings on his campus, 
Weaver traveled to Angus, 
Scotland, and became the fi rst 
American to win the British 
Amateur Championship since 
1979. 

His mother, Cathy, summed 
up his victory this way: “I 
think the shootings caused 
Drew to reach deep down in-

side and just pull it out. I just 
tend to think that what he’s 
doing was a constructive re-
sponse to a tragedy.”  

Along with the prestige 
that title brings, it also car-
ries an automatic invitation 
to this year’s Masters, Brit-
ish Open, and U.S. Open, 
the three biggest golf tour-
naments in the world.  Much 
the same way he dedicated 
his win in Scotland, and his 
efforts in Augusta, Georgia, 
Weaver will be doing the 
same at Torrey Pines Golf 
Course in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, and Royal Birkdale in 
Southport, England.  

And while most players 
will be playing the game for 
themselves, Weaver will be 
playing for his school and his 
slain classmates.

As we remember and me-
morialize the one year an-
niversary of the massacre 
that occurred on the Virginia 
Tech campus, we should all 
keep in mind that nothing 
will make the pain go away.  
Nothing can bring back 
those who were killed, and 
the victims’ families may 
never get the closure they de-
serve.  But, perhaps they can 
at least take solace in people 
like Drew Weaver, who, sim-
ply by playing a game, at-
tempts to ease the pain that 
comes with the memories of 
that day.

The women’s track and fi eld 
team had a strong showing among 
some impressive talent at the UVA 
Invite, with Cailin Lynam tak-
ing fourth in the 1500m, crossing 
the tape in 4:37.70.  Monmouth’s 
4x400 relay team also took home a 
fourth place fi nish (3:50.06).    

Michelle Losey was fi fth in the 
400m dash, crossing the line in 
56.40, Crystal Stein took eighth 
(57.80).  Lynam was also sixth in 
the 800m with a time of 2:18.59.  
Latasha Leake’s high jump of 5’ 1” 
placed the sixth in the event.  Tif-
fany Hahn took home eighth place 
in the javelin, tossing a mark of 
123’ 08”.  

At the Bucknell Bison Outdoor 
Classic, Monmouth’s Kelly Dant-
ley fi nished fi fth in the heptathlon.  
Dantley took fi rst in the shot put 
(36’ ¼”), fi fth in the high jump(5’ 
1”) and sixth in the 800m dash 
(2:41.53). Ashley Huffman took 
fourth in the 100m hurdles, cross-
ing the line in 15.96.  She was also 
fi fth in the shot put (29’ 9 ½”), fi fth 
in the 200m dash, 

Monmouth Lindsey Rutter was 
seventh in the 3000m steeplechase 
at the New Jersey Invite.  At the 
Lynchburg Collegiate Track Clas-
sic, Heleen Riggs placed fi fth in 
the 400m hurdles (1:13.63) while 
also earning a fi fth place fi nish in 
the pole vault.  Shannon Rogers 
took second in the high jump with 
Kate Treddenick fi nishing sixth in 
the hammer throw. 

Monmouth’s men’s track & fi eld 
team competed at three separate 
events over the weekend, with the 
Hawks earning a NCAA Region-
al bid at the Lou Onesty/Milton 
Abrahamson Invitational held on 
the campus of the University of 
Virginia.

Bryan Fill picked up an NCAA 
Regional invite with his winning 
javelin toss of 222’ 08”.  Matt 

Mizerek was seventh in the jav-
elin with a throw of 180’ 07”.  
Ed Skowronski was second in 
the hammer throw with his mark 
of 196’ 09”.  Christian Keller 
was third (173’ 07”) and former 
Monmouth Hawk Ryan Connell 
was fourth (172’ 07”).  Keller was 
also third overall, the second col-
legian, in the discus throw (168’), 
while Shawn Sabo was fi fth in the 
event with his distance of 159’ 10”.  
Monmouth alum Jon Kalnus won 
the shot put, with Keller earning 
a bid to the IC4A’s with his fourth 
place effort (54’ 3 3/4”).  Tom Cic-
coli and Vincent Elardo placed 
seventh and eighth, respectively, 
in the event.

The men’s 4x100 relay team was 
fourth overall, crossing the line 
with an IC4A qualifying time of 
42.36.  The 4x400m relay team 
fi nished third on the day with their 
time of 3:20.45.  

Pete Forgach’s time of 4:00.29 
was seventh in the 1500m, with 
Chris Vuono taking eighth in the 
400m with his time of 49.47.  For-
gach also had a seventh place mark 
in the 5000, registering a time of 
15:56.28.  Derrik Keich fi nished 
seventh in the 400m hurdles, com-
ing in at the 55.49.  

At the Bison Outdoor Clas-
sic, held at Bucknell University, 
Zachary Krupka took 12th in 
the decathlon, highlighted by his 
third place fi nish in the 400m and 
a fi fth place fi nish in the 100m.  
Matt Caporaso fi nished third in 
the 10,000m, crossing the line in 
34:02.42, with Dustin Coleman 
coming in seventh. 

Randy Hadzor fi nished seventh 
in the 3000m Steeplechase at the 
NJ Invite, held at the College of 
New Jersey.  Andy Giaccone took 
fi fth at the 5000m, while Anthony 
Appezzato collected a sixth place 
fi nish in the triple jump.   Jeremy 
Gordet was third in the shot put 
with Appezzato placed seventh in 
the discus. 

The Monmouth softball team, 
in conjunction with the univer-
sity’s History and Anthropology 
Department, will welcome former 
All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League star Ernestine 
‘Teeny’ Petras to speak on cam-
pus on April 23. The event will be 
from 2:30 pm – 4:00 
pm in the Young Au-
ditorium, located 
in room 113 in Bey 
Hall. 

Petras was a gold 
glove shortstop in the 
All-American Girls 
Professional Baseball 
League, which was 
made famous by the 
1992 fi lm “A League 
of Their Own”, for 
ten years.  The league 
was initially formed 
by Major League 
Baseball owners dur-
ing World War II 
when the possibil-
ity of the game being 
shut down due to the 
war effort and players 
entering military ser-
vice was a concern.  

“The importance and legacy of 
what women like Ernestine Petras 
did for women in sport and soci-

ety can not be overstated,” said 
Monmouth head softball coach 
Carol Sullivan. “Her pioneering 
spirit is as admirable as any play 
she made at shortstop while on 
the fi eld.  Our team is excited to 
meet this Hall of Famer and we 
look forward to welcoming her to 
Monmouth.”

Petras was a shortstop and played 
with various teams throughout her 

career including the Grand Rapids 
Chicks. She was the league’s best 
defensive shortstop from 1945-47, 

and again in 1951 and completed a 
record 42 double plays in 1948 for 
the Chicks. 

Petras will be discussing her role 
in opening the door to profession-
al sports for women in the United 
States at the event. Monmouth 
University students and faculty 
are invited to this event, and the 
members of the Monmouth Uni-
versity softball team will assist in 

welcoming Petras.
“What they did 

helped to open doors 
for women in not 
only sports, but in all 
aspects of life,” said 
Monmouth Univer-
sity History and An-
thropology Profes-
sor Susan Douglass. 
“Those women truly 
are pioneers and 
they foreshadowed a 
larger movement for 
women in life.”

Her appearance 
at Monmouth Uni-
versity is part of 
the teacher training 
workshop series or-
ganized by Professor 
Douglass. Contact 
Professor Doug-
lass if you have any 

questions concerning this event 
at sdougla@monmouth.edu or by 
phone at 732-263-5509.
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Ernestine Petras, a Hall of Fame softball star in the 
AAGPBL, will be welcomed by the softball team on April 23 
from 2:30-4:00 p.m. in Young Auditorium.






