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Student Newspaper Wins First 

Place Award in National Contest

No one has ever doubted the 
talent present here at Monmouth 
University. But on Sunday after-
noon, April 27, this fact became 
undeniable. 

The audience patiently await-
ed the beginning of the Students 
Awards Ceremony, held by the 
Student Government Associa-
tion, at Pollak Theatre. Then at 
exactly 4:00 p.m., the honoring 
of Monmouth University’s best 
graduate and undergraduate 
students began. All the students 
nominated were chosen by the 
staff of different departments 
and schools of Monmouth Uni-
versity. This year’s ceremony 
paid tribute to the students’ 
hard work, effort, and achieve-
ments. 

The ceremony started with the 
welcoming words of Brandon 
Bosque, president of the Student 
Government Association. Bran-
don Basque greeted the guests 
present, and gave praised the 
nominees for their effort. 

Following his welcome, 
Brandon presented Provost Dr. 
Thomas Pearson, who gave the 
opening remarks. Dr. Pearson 
happily congratulated the nomi-
nees, and stated that it was the 
perfect “moment to recognize 
the best of our best students.” 

After his brief words, Dr. 
Pearson presented Dr. Stan-
ton Green. Dr. Green, Dean of 
the Wayne D. Murray School 
of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, was in charge of nam-
ing the recipients of the awards 
presented by the department. 
After the presentation of awards 
from the School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences to more 
than thirty deserving students, 
the Dean of the Honors School, 
Dr. Brian Garvey, continued the 
ceremony. 

Dr. Garvey, the Honors School 
teachers, and staff, recognized 
several seniors who completed 
their Senior Thesis and Honors 
School curriculum. The night 
went on with the presentation 
of awards from the School of 
Business Administration, the 
School of Education, the School 
of Science, Technology, and En-
gineering. The Marjorie K. Un-

terberg School of Nursing and 
Health Studies, followed by the 
Student Activities, Leadership 
and Organizations concluded 
the presentation of awards of 
the night.

Some of the recipients awarded 
throughout the ceremony were 
Susan Berrios, presented with 
the Creative Writing Prize and 
the Distinguished Writing Cen-
ter Tutor Award by the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences; 
Nicole Catogge, who received 
the award for Highest Academic 
GPA in Music and Outstanding 
Undergraduate Award from the 
School of Education, and Mon-
ica Fodor, who was awarded by 
the Honors School. 

Other recipients include stu-
dents from the School of Busi-
ness Administration, Thomas 
Corrie, Laura DeStefano, and 
Neeru Dhaliwal; Alexander Gor-
ka, Rita Lee, Colleen Nill, and 
Aimee Babbin from the School 
of Science, Technology, and En-
gineering. The students recog-
nized by the Student Activities, 
Leadership, and Organizations 
were Kacie Hubbs and Thomas 
Wilson, who received the EOF 
Academic Achievement Award; 
Danielle DeCarlo, recipient of 
the Outlook Editor of the Year 
award, and Nicole Reed, winner 
of the WMCX Staff Member of 
the Year award. 

The ceremony concluded 
with the tradition of swearing 
the new leaders of the Student 
Government Association for 
2008-2009, known as the Oath 
of Office. The President of 
SGA, Brandon Bosque, had the 
role of swearing in Jeff Cook 
as the new president. The new 
Vice President, Amanda Klaus, 
was sworn into office by Kevin 
Liguori, last year’s Vice Presi-
dent.

The annual SGA Student 
Awards Ceremony came to a 
close as Brandon Bosque pro-
vided the closing remarks say-
ing “[We] recognize a wonder-
ful year and turn the page to 
the next…” The ceremony was 
a great way to honor and recog-
nize the students’ involvement 
and admirable accomplish-
ments, giving them the title of 
being Monmouth University’s 
best.

SGA Hosts Annual 
Awards Ceremony

ZEUDY ROSARIO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Course Curriculum Vote 
Sparks Controversy

JACQUELINE KOLOSKI
EDITOR IN CHIEF

ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

The Outlook, Monmouth Uni-
versity’s student-run newspaper 
since 1933, was honored with 
the First Place with Special 
Merit award in the American 
Scholastic Press Association’s 

annual newspaper competition, 
which was announced at the 
Communication Awards Din-
ner on Friday, April 25.

The ASPA recognizes the 
nation’s best collegiate newspa-
pers in April of every year by 
evaluating all publications sub-
mitted at the beginning of the 

school year and scoring each on 
a 1000 point scale.  The newspa-
pers are judged in six categories 
including content coverage, page 
design, general plan, art, adver-
tising, and illustrations, editing, 
and creativity, with third place 
scoring 500-699 points, second 
place scoring 700-849 points, 

and first place scoring 850-1000 
points.  The Outlook received a 
total of 950 points, with perfect 
scores in both content coverage 
and editing.  

“You have an excellent school 
newspaper,” said one newspaper 
judge from the ASPA.  “[It] shows 
the talent of your editors, report-

ers, writers, photographers, lay-
out designers and advisor.”

The Outlook was in the larg-
est national category, colleges/
universities with an enrollment 
of more than 2,500 students.  
Other publications that were 
honored with the first place 
award in this category along 

with Monmouth’s weekly news-
paper included Lock Haven 
University’s Eagle Eye, Iona 
College’s Ionian, and Siena 
College’s Promethean. 

“Only the schools that ap-
ply are involved in the contest, 

“It’s important to note that we are placed in a 
category where we compete with all schools that 

have an enrollment greater than 2,500...”
ProfeSSor joHn morAno

Advisor of The Outlook

Newspaper continued on pg. 11

The recent passing of the 
new general education re-
quirements proposal has been 
a controversial topic under 
much debate. 

Three main factors contr ib-
uted to the init ial proposal, 
according to Provost Thomas 
Pearson. “The idea was to 
come up with a set of gen-
eral education requirements 
that would be most impor tant 
for students of the 21st cen-
tury,” said Provost Pearson. 
The second reason was for 
students to experience more 
f lexibility in their  course 
schedules. The third reason 
was the question of student 
engagement in the required 
courses. 

Dr. Richard Veit, Associ-
ate Professor of History and 
Anthropology and chair of 
the Faculty Council, said, 

“They [the changes] should 
provide students with more 
f lexibility, a more dist inc-
t ive Monmouth experience 
and help them graduate in a 
t imely manner.”

As mentioned in last week’s 
ar t icle, there will be changes 
in the cur rent literature, sci-
ence, history, information 
technology and cr it ical dis-
course requirements. 

Professor Frederick McKit-
r ick, chair of the History De-
par tment, commented on the 
new plan. Professor McKit-
r ick said that this topic has 
long been debated. “As far as 
history goes, we [Monmouth] 
have a basic Western Euro-
pean approach…we also have 
it in a world perspective. Our 
view is that students should 
know that. It’s a par t of an 
education,” he explained.

Dr. Don Swanson, chair 
of the Communication De-

par tment, commented on the 
change to the cr it ical dis-
course requirement. “I think 
there should be this kind of 
oral component. They haven’t 
wiped it out, but now there 
are choices,” he said. “I am 
passionate about the value 
of this [cr it ical discourse] 
because I have seen the re-
sults.”

Stanton Green, dean of the 
School of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences, said, “My role 
as dean is largely to imple-
ment the new requirements 
so that they work best for the 
students.” He explained that 
the next step in the process is 
get t ing everyone involved to 
successfully implement the 
new core cur r iculum. 

As st ressed in last week’s 
ar t icle, the new plan will not 
take effect until 2010, which 
will, therefore, not affect 
cur rent students. 
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Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain Are you looking to gain 
valuable work experience valuable work experience valuable work experience valuable work experience 

before you graduate?  before you graduate?  before you graduate?  before you graduate?  

Growing Financial Services Firm is Seeking 
Candidates for  Part-Time Positions

Discovery - The Financial Information Group
Inc., makers of the Discovery suite of
databases of financial intermediaries, is
seeking ALL majors for a variety of part-time
positions.

PartPartPartPart----Time Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships AvailableTime Positions/Internships Available

Computer Programmer

Lead Generation - Sales Intern

Data Acquisition Associate

Quality Assurance AssociateQuality Assurance Associate

Marketing Assistant

Client Relationship Assistant

Sales Administrator

Candidates must have strong interpersonal,
organizational and time management skills.
Each position will have certain qualification
requirements based upon the job
responsibilities.

Our company was founded by a Monmouth
University graduate and currently employs
many Monmouth graduates as well as current
students. These positions are based in
Shrewsbury, NJ. Flexible hours and hourly
wage plus bonus opportunity for exceptional
performance.

For immediate consideration, please submit your resume 
to jobs@discoverydatabase.com or fax to 732-530-6797.

ATTENTION: FINANCIAL AID STUDENTS 

If you have had a Federal Direct Subsidized/Unsubsidized Stafford Loan and will be 
graduating in May, July, and/or August and have not yet completed your Exit Loan 
Counseling please go to: http://www.dlssonline.com/exitcounseling/ecec-main.asp

If your graduation date is incorrect, please contact the Financial Aid Office at 
(732) 571-3463 or via e-mail at dorsey@monmouth.edu, or you may visit us in person 
in Wilson Hall, Room 108.    

Monmouth University seniors 
are anxiously awaiting Tuesday, 
May 20, when their journey at 
MU officially comes to an end.  
However, one journey’s end is 
simply another’s beginning. 

This year’s Commencement 
will be held at 1:30pm at the 
PNC Bank Arts Center in Hol-

mdel, NJ.  Actor/Comedian/Au-
thor Robert Klein will give the 
Commencement address.  

“Beyond awarding degrees 
to students,” said Mary Anne 
Nagy, Vice President for Stu-
dent Services and Chair of the 
Commencement Planning Com-
mittee, “we will give out four 
honorary doctoral degrees…and 
recognize the Distinguished 
Teacher and Outstanding Stu-
dent.”

Olympic Gold Medalist Mil-
ton Gray Campbell, former 
Monmouth University Trustee 
Thomas I. Unterberg, and Pro-

Actor Robert Klein to 
Speak at Commencement

fessor Emerita in the Depart-
ment of Visual Arts at Rutgers 
Judith Kapstein Brodsky, along 
with Klein, will be awarded 
honorary degrees.

Like in years passed, the 
graduating class will particpate 
in the annual senior week activi-
ties. 

The 2008 Senior Class Offi-
cers who have planned the class 
events are Maria Mereos, Presi-

dent; Alex Abragamov, Vice 
President; Diane Giandolfo, 
Treasurer; and Kelly Mc-
Cullough, Secretary.

Senior Week 2008 will take 
place from Tuesday, May 13 
through Monday, May 19.  This 
year’s events include bar trips, 
casino night in Atlantic City, a 
day at Six Flags Great Adven-
ture and a trip to New York City.  
A bonfire/barbeque at the Ocean 
Place is a first for Senior Week.  

Tickets for Senior Week will 
be on sale until April 30 at the 
Office of Student Activities on 
the second f loor of the Student 

Center.  These tickets are non-
refundable.  Be aware that some 
of the events planned for Senior 
Week are 21 and up only.  If you 
have any questions regarding 
Senior Week, call the Office of 
Student Activities at (732) 571-
3586.

Kicking off the semester 
with “99 Days Til Graduation”, 
seniors began raising money 
by selling Senior Class shir ts 
and tickets to “Klassroom Ka-
raoke”, a karaoke night where 
student/faculty pairs com-
peted with each other, Mereos 
remembers.  “I would like to 
thank the Class of 2008 for all 
of their support in helping us 
raise money.  We had a very 
successful year in fundraising 
and hope to leave these new 
ideas behind for other classes 
to use,” said Mereos.

The Class of 2008 has been 
working to raise money for their 
senior gift.  This year’s gradu-
ating class is leaving behind a 
mantle for the fireplace lounge 
in the Student Center cafeteria.  

Senior Class President, Maria 
Meroes, leaves the graduating 
class with this message:  “I wish 
the Class of 2008 the best of 
luck with their future endeavors 
and to always remember all of 
their Monmouth memories.  Al-
though we will soon be alumni 
of Monmouth University, I en-
courage us to continue to stay to-
gether as a class because we will 
forever be the Class of 2008.”

ALLISON LACASKEY
STAFF WRITER

“We had a very successful year 
in fundraising and hope to leave 
these new ideas behind for other 

classes to use.”
MARIA MEREOS

Senior Class President

U.S. News & World Report 
ranked Monmouth University’s 
Master of Social Work program 
82 in the nation on their annual 
list of best graduate programs 
for 2009.  The list was issued 
on April 14, 2008, ranking 
Monmouth in the top 100 in the 
Master’s North category, which 
includes all Northeast schools.

Two concentrations are avail-
able for MU’s Master’s of Social 
Work program, including clini-
cal practice with families and 
children, and international and 
community development prac-
tice.

Receiving a Master’s Degree 
in Social Work from Monmouth 
means graduates will be quali-
fied to better the lives of those 
less fortunate who are unable 
to care for themselves. The fun-
damental undertaking of the 
Department of Social Work at 
Monmouth University is to pre-
pare its students to improve the 
circumstances of underprivi-
leged lifestyles for needy indi-
viduals and families.

Dr. Robin Mama, MSW De-
partment Chair, expressed her 
excitement over being nation-
ally recognized. “For being a 
Department, and only being 10 
years old (our MSW program be-
gan in 1998), it was truly amaz-
ing that we were ranked.  And, 
knowing that our peers think 

that we deserve mention, is 
also wonderful,” she said.

MU Social Work 
Program Ranked 82

DIANA CAPPELLUTI
STAFF WRITER

Those in MU’s Social Work 
Master’s Program are dedi-
cated to gaining experience in 
a profession which centers on 
providing aid to disadvantaged 
people, families, communities, 
and different groups.  Master’s 
graduates of Social Work will be 
certified to practice locally and 
nationally as well as on an inter-
national level.

Mama was especially thrilled 
about the progress of the pro-
gram internationally. “Our 
ICD students have the option 
of completing internships over-
seas, and this year, we had stu-
dents in Chile, Hong Kong, and 
Ghana.  We now have affilia-
tion agreements with the social 
work program at the University 
of Ghana, in Accra and with 
the National Autonomous Uni-
versity in Mexico,” she said.
The social work curriculum em-
bodies three goals for its stu-
dents, which are a perception 
of strength, a movement toward 
self-reliance and opportunity, 
and involving families within 
a comprehensive framework.  
Educational emphasis is placed 
on the devotion to excel, gaining 
knowledge and experience in the 
field, and advancing skills, eth-
ics, and values within the profes-
sion to train and produce highly 
qualified practitioners.

For more information about 
the MSW program offered 
at Monmouth, visit www.
monmouth.edu /academics/de-
partments/socialwork.asp. 
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DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE! 
DO IT FOR… 

Join the fight against drinking and driving and help 
support an MU Senior who was the victim of a drunk 

driving accident 

APRIL 30, 2008 
ANACON HALL 

8-11pm
FOOD, PRIZES, GAMES, ACTIVITIES, 

and BANDS featuring and Chemtrail!!

BUY TICKETS
                Info Booth $5 and At Door $7

 Student Center  April 21st 1-4
Dining Hall April 30th 1-4

Co-sponsors: Office of Substance Awareness, Athletic Department, Phi 
Sigma Sigma, Zeta Tau Alpha, Sigma Pi

*100% of proceeds benefit the Pinheiro family 
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Last Monday night the Mus-
lim Student Association (MSA) 
with the Interfaith Dialogue Proj-
ect sponsored a panel illuminat-
ing similarities in the Abrahamic 
faiths – Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. The theme of the event was 
the meaning of “success” in each of 
the three faiths. Guest speakers in-
cluded Rabbi Gordon Yaffe, Father 
Andrew Eugenis and Dr. Saad Saad 
representing the Islamic perspec-
tive.

The event opened with a warm 
marhaba (welcome in Arabic) and a 
call to build bridges across human-
ity. It began around 7:30 p.m. and 
included food from many different 
cultures. Along with the delicious 
chicken were gyros, creamy rice, 
kabobs, and vegetarian dishes for 
those observing religious holidays 
(mainly Turkish food). Barbara 
Nitzberg from International Servic-
es was responsible for the food and 
room setting, which was excellent.

In addition to great food, the 
Interfaith Dialogue had a wall of 
quotes ranging from the Koran to 
the Bible, Thomas Jefferson and 
even Mark Twain. The quotes gave 
insight to the purpose of the event 
– fi nding commonalities and the 
meaning of success.

After the brief introduction 
by MSA’s President Mohammed 
Sheikh, Rabbi, Yaffe took the podi-
um. He was a robust man, but exem-
plifi ed the compassion of humanity. 
He said that love was important to 
fi nding success, as well as exploring 
one’s emotions.

Second to speak, Father Eugenis 
told the fi lled room that success 
could be achieved through satis-
faction. This satisfaction could be 
found in reaching out to others, and 
abandoning one’s pride. He was soft 
spoken and created a warm atmo-

DANIEL J. WISNIEWSKI
STAFF WRITERThere are most likely a num-

ber of you that have yet to even 
hear of one of the newer student 
organizations called SIFE; the 
acronym of which stands for Stu-
dents in Free Enterprise. While 
its reputation has yet to mature, 
the actions and accomplishments 
over its short existence have cer-
tainly made an impact.

So what is SIFE?

SIFE is a global non-profi t or-
ganization that has a presence at 
Monmouth as a student organiza-
tion open to everyone person on 
campus. It bases the projects that 
it creates on fi ve criteria: Market 
economics, success skills, entre-
preneurship, fi nancial literacy, 
and business ethics. Although 
these may seem strictly like 
business concepts the nature of 
the projects are not necessarily 
strictly business. Our projects ad-
dress everyone from elementary 
students to students on our own 
campus, from the local commu-
nity to international populations, 
to immigrants. 

What projects have we estab-
lished so far?

Thus far we have created nearly 
20 projects. The topics range from 
fi nancial education of students to 
helping local immigrants obtain 
citizenship status. We have on 
campus, in the local communi-
ties, internationally in Nigeria 
and Hungary and are constantly 
looking for other areas of growth. 
Some of our projects are detailed 
below: 

1. Going Nuts- Going Nuts is 
a multi-faced project based in Ni-
geria that incorporates all aspects 
of the SIFE criteria. The proj-
ect is currently in its fi rst phase 
which is laying the groundwork 
to achieving our overall objec-
tive; alleviate the suffering of the 
people of Nigeria. We are work-
ing to partner with a company that 
produces a vitamin-rich product 
called Plumpynut. It is a mixture 
of certain ingredients that cre-
ates a food that nourishes people 
relatively cheaply and provides 
them decent mix of nutrients. The 
overall purpose of this program 
would be to understand how we 
could create systems that would 
allow others to create this prod-
uct for themselves, either through 
a franchising option or a small 
regional based operation out of 
the Xavier Memorial College, the 
premier institution in the coun-
try. The goal of the project is to 
alleviate the threat of starvation 
for thousands in the surrounding 
communities and villages.

2. Ethics Around the World- 
This program is about bringing 
an ethical view of the world to 
those areas that may not neces-
sarily think in such a way. The 
program is built on 20 principles 
that build an ethical ideology. It 
emphasizes that through utilizing 
these principles one can be suc-
cessful in both their professional 
and personal life by looking at the 
many examples around the world. 
The format is adaptable to any 
audience of any age group.

3. Project Naturalization- 
One of the biggest problems in 
the Long Branch community is 
immigration, most of it being il-
legal. Due to this, people are not 
able to get jobs, have no rights as 
citizens, and ultimately have lit-
tle chance for advancement. The 
purpose of this program would be 

to have a centralized location that 
immigrants could come to and be 
guided through the path to citi-
zenship. The ultimate goal would 
be to have them become contrib-
uting members of society through 
the completion of the process and 
being granted citizenship.

4. Victory Boxes- Victory 
Boxes has become our headliner 
project for the S.N.O.W. preroga-
tive. It all started with a mother 
sending small gifts to her step-
son over Iraq and grew into a 
national non-profi t initiative. 
Monmouth University SIFE team 
has decided to jump on board 
with project and take the level of 
giving to a new high. Students in-
volved in this project learn how 
to not only create a business plan, 
but more importantly to see that 
plan through. We show students 
the most effi cient ways to adver-
tise for support, create their own 
budgets, fundraise, write dona-
tion letters, deal with customer 
service issues, phone skills, op-
erational management, and pro-
fessional appearance. What sepa-
rates this project from the others 
is that these students must carry 
out every one of these things on 
their own to further the progress 
of the project. 

5. Partnership with Redeem-
Her- Redeem-Her is a non-profi t 
organization that is an inmate 
and ex-offender directed, self-
help, service organization for 
women. As the women were re-
leased back to society after their 
prison sentences, they found that 
their needs only increased, and 
remained, by and large, unmet. 
To this end, Redeem-Her exists to 
bridge the gap between incarcer-
ated women and their community.  
As a SIFE team we will working 
to fi nd these woman a storefront 
so that they can run a thrift store 
from the donations that they re-
ceive. Currently, the operation is 
run from the trasnitional living 
home in Point Pleasant. The suc-
cess of the project will allow these 
women to not only take this house 
from being a business to being a 
home as well as potentially giv-
ing the women jobs at the store.

The above projects are just a 
sampling what the Monmouth 
University SIFE team is under-
taking.

SIFE recognitions

To this point SIFE has been 
very successful. In the beginning 
of April we competed in a region-
al competition in Tarrytown, NY. 
From there we came home with 
two trophies; one for being rookie 
of the year and another for being 
the 2nd runner up in our leauge. 
We have also been recognized by 
the campus at the SOAR awards. 
This past week we were awarded 
the promotional, community ser-
vice, and the most outstanding 
new organization award. 

What can SIFE offer you?

SIFE has the potential to pro-
vide many benefi ts. By being 
involved with the organization 
members gain access to a wide 
variety of scholarships offered by 
different companies, numerous 
job opportunities, real world ex-
perience, and naturally the grati-
fi cation of knowing that you did 
something that will make a dif-
ference in the lives of people. 

I think that at least one of these 
things requires even more atten-
tion. Looking at real world ex-
perience, SIFE puts you in the 
driver’s seat of making projects 

happen. I know that personally I 
have built relationships with nu-
merous businesses such as Wal-
greens, Best Buy, Sams Club, 
Magis-shu (a non-profi t organi-
zation), and a number of other 
potentials. We have also built re-
lationships with numerous other 
clubs and offi ces on campus and 
look to further those partnerships 
next year. The great thing about 
all of this is that we as members 
of the organization accomplished 
these things. There was no one 
making calls for us, showing us 
the “right” way to do things. We 
knew what had to be done and 
then went about doing it. The 
amazing thing is that these skills 
are absolutely translatable in the 
job market today, no matter where 
your interests lie. 

Overall Comments

SIFE is a terrifi c organization 
to be involved with. It gives back 
to its members what they put 
into it. The best way to describe 
it would be that as a community 
service organization would give 
their hours for the sake of giv-
ing their hours, we give our hours 
for the sake of education so that 
people can then help themselves. 
We are looking for any opportu-
nity we can fi nd to make a differ-
ence and it is then up to us, the 
students to go about making that 
change.

If you are interested in joining 
SIFE or learning more about what 
it has to offer please email us at 
SIFE@monouth.edu. We also 
hold meetings on Wednesdays at 
3pm in Rm. 229 in Bey Hall. Cur-
rently we are working on transi-
tioning in a new year of leader-
ship. If you want to try and be a 
part of that please come see us or 
contact as soon as possible. We 
look forward to the possibilities 
that the future offers. Have a great 
summer and to all seniors best of 
luck in all your endeavors!

SIFE: A Year in Review
sphere.

Dr. Saad spoke third. He began 
his talk with a joke by saying that 
he could be considered a “success” 
story because he was a doctor, and 
not the expected response, which 
would have been something along 
the lines of internal discovery. The 
room quickly got the impression 
that he was a jolly man, and lovable. 
Dr. Saad stressed the importance of 
being mentally diverse and under-
standing. His path to success, he 
said, was through purifi cation of the 
self. This could be done through za-
kat (charity – one of the fi ve pillars 
of Islam).

Guests of the event were diverse, 
there were many students (includ-
ing MSA and Hillel) as it was a 
largely student-run event. Faculty 
members from the Political Science 
Department attended, including 
Dr. Saliba Sarsar, Dr. Rekha Datta 
and Dr. Joseph N. Patten. Members 
of the Monmouth Dialogue project 
also attended. 

With perfect closure, after the 
Q&A, the event ended with a salu-
tation to one of Monmouth Univer-
sity’s greatest achievers. Mr. Sheikh 
gave MSA’s fi rst “Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award” to Dr. Saliba Sarsar, 
which honored his commitment to 
“building bridges across communi-
ties” and fi ghting “the war on igno-
rance.” Dr. Sarsar seemed surprised, 
and rightfully so, because the award 
was kept secret until then. Dr. Sar-
sar is Monmouth University’s Asso-
ciate Vice President for Academic 
Program Initiatives and a Professor 
of Political Science.

Jews, Christians, Muslims and 
people of other faiths came togeth-
er Monday and learned that they 
really weren’t so different. They 
found that people share many of 
the same values, the same goals, 
and overall image of success. 
Sometimes it can be a vague word, 
success, but in the case of the In-
terfaith Dialogue, it really nailed 
down the defi nition. 

Interfaith Dialogue, 
Success and Abraham

MOHAMMED SHEIKH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BOB DANHARDT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Dr. Mathbor Elected VP of the American Institute of 
Bangladesh Studies

TARA FANTINI
STAFF WRITER

Dr. Golam M. Mathbor, the 
Associate Dean of the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
at Monmouth University, has 
been elected as the Vice Presi-
dent of the American Institute 
of Bangladesh Studies (AIBS).  
AIBS is an association of insti-
tutions of higher learning in the 
United States aimed at promot-
ing scholarly understanding be-
tween Bangladesh and the Unit-
ed States.  

The organization, incorpo-
rated in 1988, provides senior 
and junior fellowships as well 
as pre-dissertation grants. Other 
programs include research and 
development seminars and work-
shops offered by U.S. faculty for 
improving the educational sec-
tor in Bangladesh, and an under-
graduate research grant for U.S. 
students to visit Bangladesh and 
observe fi rst-hand the problems 
facing a developing country. A 
fi nal program permits Bangla-
deshi scholars to visit the United 
States for joint research projects 
with U.S. scholars. 

Mathbor encourages interested 
students to get involved in this 
kind of research.  He said, “Stu-
dents should pursue doing re-
search in more than one culture 
or geographic boundary as our 
country is becoming more and 
more diverse and understanding 
global issues are extremely criti-
cal for all of us.” 

Dr. Mathbor has an extensive 
educational background in so-
cial sciences, as he is a Social 
Scientist and a Professional So-
cial Worker by training.  He ob-
tained his Bachelor and Masters 
of Social Sciences and Bachelor 
of Law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Dhaka in Bangladesh.  
Further, he obtained his second 
Masters degree in Social Work 
from the McGill University in 
Canada and a Ph.D. degree in 
International Social Policy from 
the Faculty of Social Work at 
the University of Calgary, which 
is also located in Canada.  Dr. 

Mathbor then began teaching at 
MU in 1999.  

“Prior to being appointed as 
Associate Dean of the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
I served as the Coordinator of the 
Masters in Social Work (MSW 
Program) in International and 
Community Development Con-
centration at Monmouth Uni-
versity from 2000-2006,” said 
Mathbor.  “In fact, during 
my leadership as coordi-
nator of this cutting edge 
MSW program, the fi rst 
of its kind in the world, 
Monmouth University re-
ceived a national award 
for its splendid record of 
integrating global compo-
nents in MSW curriculum 
from the Council on Social 
Work Education (CSWE) 
which is the accreditation 
body for Social Work Edu-
cation in the U.S.”

Mathbor stated that this 
program is what brought 
him to Monmouth after its 
inception in

1998.  He came to MU 
the following year and 
worked tirelessly to im-
prove, promote, and lead 
this program nationally 
and internationally.  He has 
also developed and taught 
many courses focusing on 
this concentration.   

“Ignorance, prejudice, 
bigotry and other stereo-
types are socially con-
structed problems that 
continuously threaten our 
human rights and social 
and economic justice un-
til addressed,” said Math-
bor.  “International Social 
Work education prepares 
students not only by ac-
quiring the necessary 
knowledge base but also 
by learning the skills to 
become advocates for the 
vulnerable constituents of 
our global population.” 

Mathbor’s record of 
leadership over local, na-
tional, and international 
organizations is quite ex-

Monmouth University’s Department of Music and 
Theatre Arts Presents Children of Eden

The Department of Music and 
Theatre Arts of Monmouth Uni-
versity presented Children of Eden 
at Pollak Theatre from Wednes-
day, April 23 until Saturday, April 
26, at 8 p.m. each night. The mu-
sic and lyrics of Children of Eden 
were written by Stephan Schwartz 
and John Caird, and the play was 
based on a concept by Charles 
Lisanby. 

The play was directed by Dr. 
John Burke as well as many other 
specifi c Directors, Managers and 
Assistants. “The directing and put 
together of this play was amazing. 
The Directors did an outstanding 
job!” Chad Esposito stated, an 
MU junior, Psychology major. 

The fi rst Act of the play revolved 
around of the Story of Adam, 
played by Cody Ross Pitts, an 
MU junior and Chemistry major, 
and Eve, played by Kellie Shane, 
an MU junior Music and Theatre 
major, who ate the forbidden fruit 
and were banned from the Father’s 
house.  

“I thought that the fi rst act was 
very interesting. There was much 
talent and an amazing use of light-
ing to highlight certain acts in the 

SARAH ALYSE JAMIESON
ASSISTANT OPINION EDITOR

scene.” Tyler Corbin stated an MU 
freshman Communication major. 

“I thought that the fi rst act was 
OK,”  Robin Schiavi, an MU 
sophomore Music Industry ma-
jor stated, “I must say that the 
main characters have good voices 
though and the Gospel singers are 
awesome!”

“The girl who performed Eve 
is amazing,” Kelly Many, an MU 
freshman stated of Kellie Shane 
‘s performance. “I give her props 
for wearing that Eve outfi t, but 
overall, the play is a very good 
story; they’re portraying it fantas-
tically.”

“The fi rst act showed off really 
good acting talent!” Adam Kroll, 
and MU freshman Biology major 
stated, “It is very well organized.”

“In the fi rst act, you could tell 
how tense the scenes were by the 
background music,” stated Richy 
Abat, an MU freshman Business 
Management major. “The fi rst act 
was very well put together.”

The second Act of the play re-
volved around the tale of Noah, 
performed by Seth Harrow, an 
MU senior Radio and Television 
major, who built the Arc.

“The animal costuming for 
Noah’s arc, in the second act, was 
very creative! All the animals 

were very audience centered, re-
lating with the play’s viewers, as 
they walked down the two isles. 
The actor who was acting as the 
Arc’s elephant was seriously right 
in my face! Noah’s loading of the 
Arc was a very humorous scene 
in the second act.” Chad Esposito 
stated. “Nicole Catogge, the ac-
tress who performed Yonah, has 
such a very strong and outstand-
ing singing voice!”

After the vocal scene “Ain’t It 
Good,” in act two, Dan Swiatets, 
an MU senior Music Industry ma-
jor stated “She can really sing,” 
speaking of Lizzie Spellman, 
an MU Theatre major, who per-
formed Mama, Noah’s wife, the 
second act, “Lizzie has an amaz-
ing singing voice.”

“I enjoyed the singing, danc-
ing and acting of the whole play.” 
Heather Bennett, an MU senior 
Art major stated, “There was ob-
viously much successful prepara-
tion for this wonderful show!”

“This play was wrong according 
to the Bible,” stated Mike LaRose, 
an MU freshman Music Industry 
major. “The play was extremely 
entertaining though!”

Seth Harrow, an MU senior 
Radio and Television major, who 
performed Noah in the second act, 

stated, “This show was a lot of fun 
to create! The Chorus made it; if 
it wasn’t for them, the show would 
have been nothing.”

Sarah Clemency, an MU fresh-
man Theatre and Music Education 
major, who performed as a mem-
ber of the Story Teller Chorus stat-
ed how being in the MU Musical 
was an extremely exciting experi-
ence for her to be a part of.

“The play has defi nitely been a 
journey forth the taking!” Cody 
Ross Pitts stated an MU sopho-
more Chemistry major, who per-
formed as Adam, in the fi rst act of 
the play.

“I am really happy that every-
one came and the play was such 
a great turn out.” Kellie Shane, 
an MU junior Music and Theatre 
major stated who performed as 
Eve in act one of the play. “I had 
an amazing time creating this play 
with the help from many others.”

Chris Naeder, a Criminal Justice 
major, who performed as Seth and 
was a part of the extended cast, 
stated, “This play turned out to be 
an awesome performance, and all 
the aspects came together to make 
a great production.”

“Performing in Children of Eden 
was one of the best experiences of 
my life!” Katie North stated with-

out a doubt in her mind. “I got to 
work with musical geniuses, and it 
was a blast!”

During the last scene of the sec-
ond Act, there were many political 
and war related photos displayed 
for the audience to view, while 
the last song was running. Sara 
Werner, an English, Writing and 
Theatre major stated as a result of 
this viewing how “All art is politi-
cal whether conscience of it or not; 
therefore, one needs to face it and 
make a change.”

“The political messages in this 
play defi nitely startled the audi-
ence; some viewers got up and left 
in the middle of the last scene of 
the second act. The pictures which 
were displayed to view coincide 
with the play.” Chad Esposito stat-
ed, an MU junior Psychology ma-
jor. “We have to get up and make 
a change in the world. We can not 
rely on miracles.”

“The last song clearly put forth 
the idea that it is up to us to make 
a change in our world!” Seth Har-
row, Radio and Television major, 
who performed Noah in the second 
act, stared, “If you are not ok with 
an aspect of our world, you have 
to make a change. These changes 
will make a huge difference in our 
universe.” 

tensive.  Currently, he is serv-
ing as a Commissioner of the 
Global Social Work Education 
Commission of the U.S. Na-
tional Council on Social Work 
Education (CSWE) and as an 
Associate Secretary General of 
the International Consortium for 
Social Development (ICSD).   In 
addition, he is the founding Pres-
ident of the Board of Trustees of 

The Long Branch Concordance, 
a 501C (3) non-profi t agency lo-
cated here in our university’s 
hometown.  In past years, Dr. 
Mathbor has also served as the 
Chair of the Faculty Council 
Senate of MU, the President of 
the Canadian Association for the 
Study of International Develop-
ment (CASID), and the President 
and Vice President of the Ban-

gladesh Canada Association of 
Calgary, Alberta.

“Students can apply for (AIBS) 
fellowship opportunities to learn 
one of the critical languages list-
ed under the U.S. Department of 
State,” said Mathbor.  “Also, fac-
ulty and students at Monmouth 
can apply for junior and senior 
fellowships to do research in 
Bangladesh.” 
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One Final Thought

General education requirements 
may put a sour taste in students’ 
mouths. It may take them back to 
the days of high school where we 
had to take four years of English, 
math, history and science. We 
thought once we entered college 
all of that would be behind us. 
That wasn’t the case as we all have 
learned. They may just seem like 
3 credit courses that are simply re-
freshers in what we learned during 
high school. You may have learned 
from last week’s front page article 
on the subject that effective in the 
fall of 2010 a new reform plan will 
be introduced that will reduce 
the amount of general education 
requirements for incoming fresh-
men. The fi ne print is that that will 
be the fi rst group of students who 
will be impacted by the new plan. 
All of the current and incoming 
students until then will be basing 
their core requirements off of the 
current plan of 51 credits. 

The fall of 2010 will mark the 
end of being required to take In-

formation Technology 100, Criti-
cal Discourse, and Science 100. 
Rather supplements will be put in 
the place of them that, as the fac-
ulty I spoke with mentioned, will 
prove to create more fl exibility in 
the schedules of students. After 
learning more about this topic and 
how it has developed, I have to say 
that I am undecided on the subject. 
I feel as though general education 
requirements are intricate in help-
ing people fi gure out what they 
want to study. Not everybody en-
ters Monmouth declaring a major. 
Overall, as a student I feel there 
are good points to it and points 
that can still be debated. 

I agree that some of the courses, 
like Critical Discourse for exam-
ple, help a student develop impor-
tant skills in building arguments 
and supporting them in a debate. 
I fi nd that is important to build 
those types of skills because, at 
some point, everyone will be in 
the corporate world. What are 
you going to do when you have 
to make a presentation, list points 
and support them before a group? 
People may think that is a course 

that isn’t imperative, I beg to dif-
fer. 

I was never threatened with 
the possibility of not graduat-
ing in enough time due to re-
quirements within my major that 
would not allow me to graduate 
in four years. As a result, the idea 
of fl exibility within my schedule 
would not really apply to my ma-
jor. However, I have friends who 
are education majors and I hear 
about the problems of graduating 
on time and that it’s somewhat 
impossible with all of the courses 
required because they must be 
double majors. 

Since hearing of this proposal I 
have not heard much, if any, from 
students on the subject. It could 
be because not many know of the 
vote that took place a couple weeks 
ago. I mean, usually in passing, 
students talk about general educa-
tion requirements and how they 
don’t want to take this class or that 
class. After this new reform has 
been passed, I’m curious to hear 
how other students feel on the sub-
ject. After all, it is your education. 
Your opinion matters.

Corrections:
In the story “The Art of Dance that ran in the Features section last issue, Jennifer Seeds was identifi ed as 
a member of the Dance Team. According to a spokesperson from the team, although she was a member 
at one time, she is not currently a member. If The Outlook story implied that she was, we regret the error.

In the story “Student Employee of the Year Named at Annual Ceremony that ran on the front 
page last issue an honorable mention recipient’s name was spelled incorrectly. The correct 
spelling is Alex Karpodinis. In the photograph that ran with the same story an honorable mention 
recipient was not pictured. His name is Jarred Weiss. 

In the article “Peace Demonstration to Bring the Troops Home” in the April 16 issue of The Outlook, 
Steve Hildner, assistant from Congressman Holt’s offi ce was misquoted. He did not say “...bring 
some interesting points about this university’s president to light. Specifi cally his ties to various war 
profi teers, amongst them Lockheed-Martin, which is one of the largest.” The attribution was incorrect.
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Fall 2008 Housing 
Summer ’08 

Affordable Rent… 
Great Landlord… 
Beach Front… 
Utilities Included… 

MU’s sponsored Housing at: 
Pier Village, The Diplomat 

and Fountain Gardens 

Limited Availability 

 Call Residential Life 
732-571-3465

reslife@monmouth.edu

Summer ’08 beds are also available 
 on a limited basis 

What I Learned at 
the Hunger Banquet 
and How It Shaped 
My Thinking about 

World Hunger
ANNA LICHNOWSKI
CONTRIBUTING WRITTER

The theme of this year’s  
Global Understanding Con-
vention, “Beyond Borders: 
Individual Responsibility, 
Collective Action,” came 
to life through an event in 
which I became very in-
volved. Our Women and the 
World class (PS 377) present-
ed the “Hunger Banquet.”  

Modeled after the OXFAM 
and UNICEF Hunger Ban-
quet simulations, this event 
highlighted the gravity and 
impact of world hunger.  In 
an article in the New York 
Times on April 7, 2008, not-
ed economist Paul Krugman , 
concluded that a combina-
tion of poor f iscal and politi-
cal policy has warranted low 
food source accessibility, es-
pecially to low-income coun-

tries.  Irrepressible variation 
in international diets, rise 
in oil prices, and climate 
change have also exacer-
bated crop cultivability and 
the respective food short-
age.  Moreover, squandered 
investments in unsuccess-
ful, factually detrimental 
energy conservation (biofu-
els) should be reallocated to 
aids like theU.N. World Food 
Program that have desper-
ately appealed for increased 
funding.   As a result of this 
crisis, leading exporters of 
rice, wheat, corn, and other 
basic foodstuffs have now 
rationed their overseas sup-
plies to the U.S. in domestic 
consumers’ interests.  This 
reciprocal decrease in supply 
and increase in demand for 
food has resulted in the fur-
ther rise in its costs, slightly 
dismaying those who can af-
ford it and literally starving 
those who cannot.

The goal of the Hunger 
Banquet was to illustrate 
and put into perspective 
this world hunger situa-
tion among high-, middle-, 
and low-income countries.  
Situational cards were dis-

The goal of the Hunger Banquet 
was to illustrate and put into 
perspective this world hunger 

situation among high-, middle-, 
and low-income countries.

They implement food as a basic 
human right and educate the 
means to sustain survival in 

changing times.

tributed to guests, and they 
assembled according to 
their relative developmental 
standings.  Meals were al-
located by portion and type 
to illustrate the disparity in 
food source availability (i.e. 
low-income countries were 
passed around a meager bowl 
of cereal, while high-income 
citizens were given individ-
ual servings of fruit, vege-
tables, bread, and rice).  My 

responsibility was a presen-
tation on the current status of 
world hunger—a PowerPoint 
with information regarding 
common hunger myths, data 
and statistics, solutions, and 
organizations.  It was ap-
palling to discover the vast 
amount of the world’s popu-
lation (approximately 857 
million people), particularly 
children, plagued by starva-
tion, undernutrition, micro-

nutrient deficiencies, and 
nutrient-depleting illnesses.

Because poverty is the 
principal catalyst for world 
hunger, organizations like 
the Hunger Project aim to 
assist economic sufficiency 
through social refurbish-
ment.  They implement food 
as a basic human right and 
educate the means to sustain 
survival in changing times.  I 
plan to eventually volunteer 
and travel overseas to less 
developed countries to fur-
ther establish this culture.  
Personally, I have taken more 
appreciative, conscious ap-
proach towards food and its 
consumption—seldom do I 
waste food, and if there are 
imperishable foods that go 
uneaten within a few weeks 
they are donated to my lo-
cal food bank.  The Hunger 
Banquet raised my aware-
ness and undoubtedly cre-
ated apprehensiveness about 
poverty and what needs to be 
done to rectify the problem.  
Although minute within the 
scope of the world, individ-
ual contributions can be and 
are collectively useful in 
eradicating world hunger.

Letters to the Editor
MU’s Parking Price

KATHERINE WALSH
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

As of May 14, 2007, Monmouth University began charging $330 per year for residents to park on 
campus. My family and I fi gured that the convenience of having a car on campus was worth the ex-
pense. After paying the fee, I had not given it much thought until a couple of weeks ago. As I arrived at 
my car, I discovered that my driver’s side view mirror had been smashed. After immediately reporting 
the damage to MUPD, I was told that I was not the fi rst to have this happen. My question to Monmouth 
University is, “If you are asking me to pay $330 to park on your campus, should the cost not include as-
surance that my vehicle will not be damaged?” I encourage Monmouth to install cameras in their park-
ing lots for surveillance purposes. Had there been cameras present when the vandalization occurred, I 
may not now be stuck with a bill for $100 for mirror repairs. Installing cameras now could discourage 
others from committing such acts in the future. I would like to be sure that my property is being taken 
care of to the best of the University’s ability. I hope that Monmouth University and the surrounding 
communities will take this into consideration.

Thank you.

Lack of Computer Access
Dear Editor,
I think the most ridiculous thing students have to deal with is the lack of computers on this campus.  

There are several computer labs that are also used as classrooms.  So when I want to use a computer in 
the lab, I cannot when there is a class being conducted.  

There was this one time that I actually got to use a computer on campus, and you will not believe 
what happened? The computer froze on me! It was overwhelming when I was in the middle of writing 
my paper and it went down.  After I freaked out and restarted my computer, I saved my work and had to 
relocate to a different computer on campus.  Where do you think I ended up? That would be the library 
where I had to wait ten minutes to get a parking spot in the new designated parking lot for the library.  

This campus is a joke when it comes to computer access.
Sincerely,
ComputerCrasher

WANT TO WRITE FOR 
THE OUTLOOK ?

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR SPORTS
, NEWS, OPINION, AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITERS

open meetings are mondays at 8 p.m. in JP260
(Located on the second floor of the Plangere Center)
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Political Debate: Should the United States Boycott the Opening Ceremony of the Olympics in China? (Week 2)
Here students debate political issues of the day. Week 1 students make their initial argument followed by Week 2 in which they respond to 

their opponent.

Side 1: Olympic Unrest: Boycott Them! Side 2: The United States Should be 
Present at the Opening CeremonyBRYAN TISCIA

SOPHOMORE, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB MARGARET DEVICO
VICE PRESIDENT, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB

Hello everyone! For those interested in writing 
for the Political News page of The Outlook, please 

contact Daniel Wisniewski, President of The Political 
Science Club to get started! You can contact him at 
daniel.j.wisniewski@monmouth.edu. All topics and 

viewpoints are welcome! Thank you!

Political Quotes

All quotes from Quotationary by Lenoard Roy Frank

“Constitutions are checks upon the 
hasty action of the majority. They are
the self-imposed restraints of a whole 

people upon a majority of them to
secure sober action and a respect for 

the rights of the minority.” -
William Howard Taft

“The economic system is the 
foundation on which the political

superstructure is erected.” 
- Lenin

The Olympics represent one of 
the grandest stages in the world 
that an athlete can compete in; 
better yet it is one of the grand-
est stages a nation can compete 
in. The resolution is not whether 
or not the U.S. should boycott the 
Olympic Games in its entirety; 
it is whether or not the Opening 
Ceremonies should be boycotted. 
If the U.S. boycotts the Opening 
Ceremonies of the Olympics it 
will in fact harm no one. It will 
not be asking athletes to take a 
seat during their time to shine in 
their athletic event. Also, it is not 
asking athletes, who maybe only 
have one last time to compete, to 
give up that dream. Boycotting the 
opening games of the Olympics 
would only be embarrassing Chi-
na. To be given the opportunity to 
hold the most prestigious games 
in your country must be a fantas-
tic achievement for your country, 
but to have so many countries 
boycott its opening ceremonies 
is like a slap in the face. Nobody 
really remembers the outcomes of 

the Olympics in 1980 and 1984. 
They only remember that an over-
whelming amount of countries re-
fused to partake in them. 

My opponent stated that the 
Olympics are not political; I my-
self would love to believe that the 
Olympics and sports in general 
are not political, but unfortunate-
ly they are.  How many refugees 
have looked at sports as a way to 
leave their country and play for 
a different nation, to take part in 
the freedoms that country allots 
to them? The Olympics are highly 
political because half the people 
partaking in the games left their 
home countries because another 
country’s political structure was 
better than their own. 

In response to the debt situation 
that the U.S. has to china, this al-
lows for the boycott to have very 
little negative side effects. My op-
ponent stated that whether or not 
we boycott the Opening Ceremo-
nies, we will still partake in heavy 
trade with China. This means 
that the effects of the boycott will 
only further strengthen the U.S. 
government’s position on Chinese 
policies in a peaceful way. It will 

not end with a war. It will end with 
the 2008 Olympic Games, and then 
things would go back to normal. 
This boycott is not to start a war, 
it is merely a peaceful reminder 
to China that we do not support 
or agree with your decisions, and 
hope that this demonstration will 
make China rethink their current 
policies.

When the Olympics start I hope 
to see every single participant 
competing for their country and 
allowing for a brief time for each 
country’s athletics to speak for 
them. I also hope to see on the day 
of the opening ceremonies that the 
stadium is empty. Then, by every 
country being absent, China will 
understand that they screwed up 
big time, and when the leaders 
sit down together they can fi x the 
problem. The U.S. government 
needs to be the one to act, stand 
up for something righteous and al-
low countries to remember that we 
stand for the freedom of all people, 
and that we will not stand for the 
current choices China is making. 
Our vote will infl uence others, 
and with enough pressure, hope-
fully China will change its ways.   

It is true that the history of the 
Olympic Games is one of peace, 
friendly competition, and sports-
manship, as my opponent ex-
plained last week. However, this 
is not the issue of contention here. 
My opponent also pointed out that 
the Chinese have been enforc-
ing violent and unfair policies 
against their Tibetan neighbors, 
which is both true but also is not 
the issue at hand. China is host-
ing the Olympic Games in 2008, 
and there is no valid reason for the 
United States to boycott the open-
ing ceremonies.

First, and as I stated in last 
week’s article, the United States 
is in no way considering boycot-
ting the games entirely. The is-
sue at hand is whether or not our 
country should be represented (by 
President Bush) at the opening 
ceremonies of the Games. Boycot-
ting the opening ceremonies is an 
option that has been considered by 
the French and German presidents 
as well, but neither has confi rmed 
whether or not they will actually 
embrace such an option. Even if 
they do, athletes representing their 
countries would still compete in 
the Games.

This point, while a repeat from 
last week’s article, is important 
when held against the arguments 
used by my opponent last week. 
It is true that the Olympic Games 
were boycotted by numerous 
countries in the early 1980s due 
to tensions on either side of the 
Iron Curtain. However, this situ-
ation is in no way comparable to 
the situation that occurred during 
the Cold War. Not only are we not 
at war with China right now, we 
are one of their biggest trading 
partners, and they hold a signifi -
cant portion of our national debt. 
War with them right now is not 
only not occurring, but is barely 
feasible. The boycotts that took 
place during the Cold War were a 
result of the fact that the countries 
involved had been enemies since 
the 1950s, whereas relations be-

tween the United States and China 
are better than ever. This not only 
means that boycotting the opening 
ceremonies would be ineffective 
in changing our relationship with 
China, but our good relations with 
the country means that there are 
numerous avenues open for dip-
lomatic solutions, which was not 
possible during the Cold War with 
the Soviet bloc.

My opponent also states that boy-
cotting the opening ceremonies of 
the Games will be an effective way 
to stand up for American values, 
such as freedom. However, the only 
thing that a boycott of the opening 
ceremonies will achieve is making 
us seem like a petty and childish na-
tion with no effective means of solv-
ing international confl ict. As stated 
previously, it would behoove the 
President to remain friendly with 
those nations who commit human 
rights violations to make it easier to 
work on diplomatic solutions. At-
tending the opening ceremonies of 
the Games, even if other countries 
decided to participate in a boycott, 
would simply help demonstrate the 
United States’ acknowledgment of 
the validity of the other country’s 
integrity as a country, as well as a 
willingness to negotiate solutions to 
the problems they are facing.

There is no logical reason for 
the United States not to attend the 
Opening Ceremonies of the 2008 
Olympic Games. While is it true 
that the host country is engaging 
in unscrupulous behavior, they 
are also one of our most important 
partners on the world stage. They 
not only deserve companionship 
from the United States, but also 
the level of friendship necessary 
to make them willing to accept 
our help in fi xing their problem 
with policies toward Tibet. The 
human rights violations that are 
being incurred by the Chinese 
government are unacceptable, but 
it would be even more unaccept-
able for the United States to refuse 
to handle the issue in a mature, ef-
fective, and diplomatic way. This 
is why we should be present at the 
opening ceremonies of the 2008 
Olympic Games.

From “Clinton, Obama dead even, 
poll says,” CNN and CNNPolitics.
com: Senator Hillary Clinton’s strong 
showing in last week’s Pennsylvania 
has strengthened her standing in na-
tional polls. Her numbers are now even 
with Senator Obama’s at 47 percent of 
likely democratic voters. This number 
has remained steady since Saturday 
when the last poll was conducted, and 
represents a fi ve point increase for 
Senator Clinton following the Penn-
sylvania primary.

It is likely that the Pennsylvania 
primary galvanized support for the 
Senator, who was receiving attacks 
for being unelectable. Senator Obama 
reached a max height of 11 points over 
Senator Clinton on April 14th, but is 
now dead even in nationally conduct-
ed polls. Senator Obama’s lead had 
been slipping over the past few weeks 
after repeated attacks from the Clin-
ton campaign and controversial state-
ments made by his reverend, Jeremiah 
Wright. It has become more evident, 
with only a few states remaining, that 
the Democratic candidate will most 
likely be chosen at their convention in 
June.

The three largest remaining prima-
ries in the Democratic race are North 

The Democratic Primary 
Goes On

DANIEL J. WISNIEWSKI
PRESIDENT, POLITICAL SCIENCE CLUB

Carolina, Indiana and Puerto Rico. 
This year’s race has gone unusually 
long, putting these states (and terri-
tory), in the presidential spotlight for 
the fi rst time in many years. The candi-
dates, according to polls, are dead even 
in Indiana at 45%. Obama is leading 
Clinton by 13 points in North Caro-
lina, the state with the largest amount 
of delegates still up for grabs. Clinton 
has done traditionally well with Latin 
American voters, so it is expected that 
she might win Puerto Rico, the third 
largest remaining primary with del-
egates at stake.

It is still unknown whether one of 
the Democratic candidates can reach 
the 2,025 delegates necessary to cap-
ture the nomination outright. There 
are only seven primaries left, and 
only three of which have a signifi cant 
amount of delegates to be decided 
– North Carolina (115 delegates), Indi-
ana (72), and Puerto Rico (55). Obama 
is currently leading Senator Clinton 
in pledged (delegates determined by 
state primary votes and caucuses) and 
super-delegate totals at, from the CNN 
estimate, 1,724. Clinton trails at 1,589. 
The question is whether or not Clin-
ton can take away enough votes from 
Obama to prevent him from capturing 
the 301 delegates, and nomination, out-
right (before the convention). Senator 
Obama would need to win astounding 

victories in all of the remaining prima-
ries for this to happen, which is very 
unlikely considering Clinton is now 
dead even in most polls. 

The last variable is whether or not 
the super-delegates will jump ship and 
side with one candidate to end the race 
before the convention. Super-delegates 
are Democratic Party members who 
have shown an outstanding commit-
ment to the party, and therefore receive 
an entire vote of their own (equal to the 
vote of thousands of Democratic Party 
members in the primary elections) in 
the Presidential election. They usu-
ally include former presidents and con-
gressman, but the Democratic Party 
has also been known to select 21 year 
old kids, drawing controversy. With 
Obama in the lead, it is unforeseeable 
that his super-delegates will cross over 
to Clinton’s side. A situation could oc-
cur where Senator Clinton loses many 
of the remaining primaries, and under 
pressure from the national committee 
they switch sides to Obama to end the 
race. This is all speculation though.

Either way, this writer thinks that 
the Democratic Party will decide their 
candidate, and lose party cohesion for 
maybe a month or two. In the end how-
ever, when November draws closer and 
they are faced with another Republi-
can on the ticket, John McCain, most 
Democrats will vote with the party.
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GET A JUMP ON
YOUR GRADUATE
DEGREE

MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SESSIONS

• Liberal Arts

• Mental Health
Counseling

• Nursing

• Psychological
Counseling

• Public Policy

• Social Work
- Traditional/Advance 

Standing MSW

• Software Engineering 

Session A (4 weeks) 

May 21 — June 17

Session B (6 weeks)

May 27 — July 7

Session C (12 weeks) 

May 27 — August 18

Session D (4 weeks) 

June 18 — July 15

Session E (6 weeks) 

July 9 — August 19

• Business Administration
- Accelerated MBA option

• Computer Science 

• Corporate and Public
Communication

• Criminal Justice

• Education 
(MAT, MEd, MSEd)
- Accelerated MAT option

• English

• History

VOLUNTEER
CORNER

The year is winding down and many of you 
are probably thinking about getting ready to 
move.  Have too much stuff and want to give 
some things away?  We can help match you  
with organizations in the area that take 
donations.  Non-perishable food items and 
clothing that you won’t be wearing any more 
will be appreciated by many in the 
community.  If you, your club, organization or 
floor would like to help out please contact us.  
This little step will make your life easier and 
the life of someone else a little better. 
   Many other volunteer opportunities are 
available.  Search “Volunteer Directory” on 
the MU website for a complete listing.
Questions? E-mail volunteer@monmouth.edu or 
stop by the Office of Service Learning and 
Community Programs, Room 301c in the RSSC.

Three months ago, the night 
before my f light to London, I sat 
with my parents and older sister 
at our favorite restaurant for my 
bon voyage dinner. 

Before arriving at the restau-
rant I made one request that no 
one speak of my morning de-
parture. It wasn’t that I didn’t 
want to leave, I was actually re-
ally excited, but I was also very 
nervous and overwhelmed with 
emotions at the same time. I 
couldn’t believe that I was really 
about to live in another country 
for several months.  

Rewind eight years of my 
life. My older sister was study-
ing abroad in Madrid, Spain. I 
remember feeling so proud of 
her for being such an adventur-
ous world-traveler and beaming 
with happiness with each letter 
and postcard she mailed home 
to me.

 From that moment I knew 
study abroad was something I 
needed to experience, and eight 
years later when the opportu-
nity arose I signed up for Mon-
mouth’s London program. 

It seemed so far away as we 
prepared to go abroad during 
meetings at Monmouth. It felt 

like I was dreaming the night 
before when I couldn’t talk 
about leaving. It didn’t feel real 
as I sat on the seven hour plane 
ride across the Atlantic. 

It started to hit me in a jet-
lagged blur as we drove on the 
wrong side of the road from 
Heathrow Airport to Regent’s 
College and I stared out the 
window as if I were staring at a 
television set.

With each gorgeous brick 
building, black taxi cab and 
strange looking license plate 
that passed my vision I fell in 
love. It was so exciting to think 

of all the ad-
ventures that 
the future 
held for me.

Each mo-
ment in this 
city has been 
a memorable 
one for me. 
Of course 
there were 
times when I 
missed home 
or the Lon-
don rain had 
me feeling a 
little down, 
but I wouldn’t 
go back and 
change one 

second of my time here.
 I have met the most amazing 

friends from all over the world 
who have changed my life. I’ve 
learned things about so many 
different cultures, and it has re-
ally helped to expand my view 
of the world. 

I feel that I’ve grown as a per-
son, becoming more confident 
and independent during my time 
here and just that makes this 
entire experience completely 
worth it. I have also learned to 
appreciate the little things that 
make life interesting.

I cannot begin to explain 
how studying abroad has 
been the greatest experi-
ence of my life, and you 
can experience it too. 

Months ago I was over-
whelmed about stepping 
outside of my comfort 
zone, leaving family, 
friends and pets to live 
far away across an ocean. 
It seems scary because it 
is scary at first! However, 
everyone at Regent’s Col-
lege has become a giant 
family and we’ve been 
there for each other since 
day one. 

I’ve seen so many peo-

ple come out of their shell, and 
I feel that I have too. I have so 
many memories from this se-
mester that I will forever cher-
ish, and I’ve learned so many 
things that I will take with me 
for the rest of my life. 

If you are thinking about 
studying abroad even the slight-
est bit, I highly suggest going 
to one of the f irst steps meet-
ings or stopping by the study 
abroad office to f ind out more 
information. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen McMonagle

The decorative brick heart on the ground is the only place 
in Scotland where residents and tourists are allowed to 
spit in public.  In the spirit of tourism, the girls couldn’t 
resist taking part in such an opportunity.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen McMonagle

Europe is known for their compact cars such 
as the Smart Car pictured here.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen McMonagle

Kristen and a few new friends sending a cheers to a fantastic 
semester and a wonderful summer from Europe to New Jersey!

This is a once in a lifetime 
experience that I wish everyone 
could have. With only six days 
left here in London, this is my 
final article. 

I hope that everyone has a 
fantastic summer, and if you 
have any questions about study-
ing abroad please e-mail me at 
s0612656@monmouth.edu and I 
will be more than happy to an-
swer them! 

Cheers ☺
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April 25, 2008

Dear Student:

On Sunday, May 4, 2008 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the Student Government Association and Student Activities Board
will host the annual program Springfest on the Great Lawn. The Springfest Committee members have spent a great deal of
time planning the events and activities that make up this year end celebration. The day will include live music, carnival food,
festival games, giveaways, and a beverage garden for students 21 and older. Springfest 2008 will have everything you need
and it should be a great way for us all to celebrate the end of another year at Monmouth University.

While your attendance at Springfest is a key part of what continues to make this event so popular, it is also important that
you remember to practice common sense and good decision making before, during, and after the festival. Your respect for
the rules and regulations of the University and your willingness to take care of one another are all essential elements to the
success of this day. Therefore, I ask that you spend a few moments reviewing the following guidelines that will be in effect
for Springfest 2008.

1. If you plan to attend Springfest 2008, you should know that pets/animals, open containers, squeeze bottles, bags,
backpacks, and/or similar items WILL NOT BE PERMITTED. Any student that attempts to bring the above listed
items to the event will be asked to leave the festival area, while they are in possession of such items.

2. Students living in any of the on campus housing units are not permitted to host a social gathering during or after
Springfest, which occurs on Sunday May 4th. Students that wish to hold a party on Saturday, May 3rd must
complete the Office of Residential Life’s Social Affairs/Policy Application by Wednesday, April 30, 2008 – 12
noon. The Office of Residential Life will review all party applications and then contact the apartments that have
been approved by Friday, May 2, 2008.

3. Parking in the Great Lawn and Garden Apartment Lots will be strictly enforced on May 4th. If you plan to drive to
campus for the festival and do not have a valid parking sticker for the Garden or Great Lawn parking lots, you
MUST park in the Commuter parking lot by the Student Center. No exceptions permitted. Students should enter
the campus from the Larchwood Avenue entrance.

For those students who live off campus, I would also remind you that the local communities have a zero tolerance for any
quality of life disruptions in the local residential neighborhoods. Should you decide to host a social gathering before, during
or after Springfest please make sure that it stays within the limits of common sense, respect for one’s neighbors, and all
applicable laws and ordinances within your community.

I hope that you will take an active role in assisting the Student Government Association, the Student Activities Board, the
Office of Residential Life, and Monmouth University in our effort to present Springfest 2008 in a safe and positive manner.
Your commitment to making this event a celebration of the year’s achievements is critical. I know I can count on you to do
so!

I look forward to your anticipated cooperation and I hope to see you at Springfest. Best wishes on your final exams!

Sincerely,

Mary Anne Nagy
Vice President for Student Services

Eatontown
Monmouth Plaza
732-460-0188

College Students
Get 15% OFF full-price items.
Must show valid college ID. Restrictions apply; visit store for details.

Always maintain the correct balance 
between school and play.

Jill Foster has eye-catching arms. 
And her career has suffered for it.

“One day an elderly man came in 
and sat in my section,” explained the 
former waitress. “He was very nice 
and we spoke amicably for some time 
about random topics. Then, out of no-
where, he asked me if I was married. I 
told him I was not and he proceeded to 
berate me until I walked away.

“He told me I was disgusting and that 
no man would ever be able to love me 
because of how I had mutilated myself. 
He told me that if I ever had children 
they would be diseased because of my 
tattoos. When I got up to leave the table I 
told him how offensive I found his com-
ments. He seemed truly surprised.” 

Foster, a Stockton College alumnae, 
was a waitress at a Manasquan, N.J. 
restaurant when she faced this dis-
crimination. At another job, Foster was 
threatened with termination if she did 
not cover her tattoos.

“I worked at a self-storage facility in 
Brick (N.J.), where I had to keep them 
covered at all times or they would im-
mediately fi re me,” Foster recalled. 
“They said it was not what the com-
pany wants to project.”

Foster, whose arms are completely 
tattooed, is currently employed as a 
program coordinator at Perms Envi-
ronmental Services, where she is not 
asked to cover her tattoos, nor is she 
treated differently.

Foster is not alone when it comes to 
worrying about how others will treat 
her because of her tattoos.

More than ever, young adults around 
the United States are tattooing their 
bodies.  According to a 2003 Harris 
Poll, the number of people with at least 
one tattoo has tripled in the past 70 
years.  Estimates from a 2006 study by 
the Journal of the American Academy 
of Dermatology said that nearly one in 
four people between the ages of 18 and 
50 are tattooed.

At Monmouth University, tattoos 
seem to be even more common. A re-
cent survey found that nearly half of 
the student population is inked.

What happens when these stu-
dents move out of the dorms and 
into the workplace? Will their inked 
arms be welcome with open arms? 
Or will they face discrimination 
and even ridicule as Foster has?
Many tattooed students worry that 
they might be treated differently.

HIDE AND DON’T SEEK
Monmouth University’s Assistant 

Dean of Placement and Student Em-
ployment says having tattoos won’t 
necessarily keep a graduate from get-
ting a job.  But he said there are defi -
nitely some do’s and don’ts for inked 
students when it comes to applying for 
jobs.

“The most important rule is that if 
you’re going to have tattoos and work 
as a professional, you want to try and 
have it hidden,” said the dean, William 
Hill.

While it may be easy to cover up tat-
toos on the arms or legs in the work-
place, Hill said that it’s also important 
to think about company picnics, casual 
conferences and company outings. 

“If you’re going to get a tattoo, try 
to make sure that it’s not offensive,” he 
said.  “If you’re at a company picnic in 
shorts and a t-shirt, you can’t hide your 
tattoos from your boss.  You also can’t 
avoid these types of gatherings, be-
cause then your boss might think you 
don’t like the company.”

Hill added, while you may not think 
your tattoo is offensive, others might. 

“It’s like art, you can look at a picture 
and think it’s beautiful, but to someone 
else it may not be, it’s all in the eye of 
the beholder.”

Be extra careful with the job inter-
view, Hill said. Most companies will 
not directly address the issue of tattoos 
in an employee handbook, but rather 
offer a vague reference like “being 
dressed appropriately at all times.” So, 
don’t make it an issue by mentioning 

your tattoo.
For those students who already 

have visible tattoos, Hill says not to 
fret. 

“If you’re a business major that 
has a 4.0 GPA, two internships un-
der your belt, and great communica-
tion skills, chances are an employer 
would think of the tattoos as a non-is-
sue,” he said.  “It’s best to present all 
of your positive qualities.”

For women with tattoos, there is 
also the potential issue of gender 
discrimination, according to a recent 
article in The Wall Street Journal’s 
College Journal.

“Some people respond less nega-
tively to a male with a tattoo then a 
female,” Phyllis Hartman, founder 
of PGHR Consulting, told The 
Journal.  According to the article, 
many employers are now trying to 
draft a general agreement that ap-
plies to the entire staff, regardless 
of gender, about concealing tattoos.

WHERE TO WORK
The Harris Poll found that 83 per-

cent of the respondents to its survey 
had no regrets about their choice to 
get a tattoo, while 17 percent said 
they did regret getting inked. Of the 
17 percent, only 2 percent attributed 
their regret to a job-related issue.

But Monmouth University stu-
dents appear to be a bit more con-
cerned and contrite. According to 
a survey of 50 random students, 45 
percent said they have at least one 
tattoo. Of these students, 10 percent 
said they regretted getting the tattoo 
and 20 percent said they were afraid 
it might affect their ability to get a 
job.

There is a great deal of speculation 
among students about how much 
of an importance employers put on 
tattoos in the workplace. One ma-
jor factor is what kind of workplace 
one is trying to enter into, Hill said. 
The music industry and other artistic 
industries are an example of places 
where tattoos usually are not a con-
cern.  More formal places of busi-
ness are where a person runs into 
problems.

“A conservative natured company 
would not be tolerant of employee’s 
tattoos where as a more edgy music 
or marketing company might think 
of it as a non issue,” Hill explained.

According to Alyssa Buxbaum, 
a job developer at Monmouth Uni-
versity’s Life and Career Advising 
Center, the more customer contact 
the more likely an employer would 
be intolerant of tattoos. 

“You are the company [when meet-
ing with clients] and their perception 
of you is the perception and image of 
the company,” said Buxbaum.

Monmouth University alumnus 
Jason Skislak said that he has never 
encountered any intolerance because 
of his tattoo. 

“I’ve worked for commercial and 
non-commercial radio stations, and 
I currently work for a company that 
does data management for munici-
palities,” Skislak said.  “In all of these 
jobs, I’ve never had any issues with 
my tattoo, even though it’s visible on 
my forearm.”

Skislak also noted that there were 
no mentions of tattoos in any of his 
companies’ employee handbooks. 
Another Monmouth University 
alumnus, Helen Yavarone, said she 
is also allowed to keep her tattoos 
uncovered.  Yavarone, who works at 
Music Together, LLC, and the Cen-
ter for Music and Young Children 
in Princeton, said it’s because of the 
creative fi eld she works in.

“Our policy does state, ‘...employ-
ees are expected to maintain the high-
est standards of personal cleanliness 
and present a neat, professional ap-
pearance at all times,” Yavarone said.  
“I think they understand that we can 
still serve our clients with the same 
amount of adequacy no matter what 

ink we might have.”

A NON-ISSUE 
IN THE FUTURE?

While tattoos in the 
workplace may seem 
like an issue now, Hill 
doesn’t think it will 
stay this way. 

“I think that in 
years to come it will 
increase and become 
more commonplace,” 
he predicted.  “It’s 
just like hair styles 
50 years ago. Men 
couldn’t have long 
hair and now it’s not 
an issue.  Who knows, 
maybe in the future 
corporate C.E.O.’s of 
big American compa-
nies could have lots of 
visible tattoos and no 
one would think any 
differently.”

Rob Markowitz, a 
music industry senior 
at Monmouth Univer-
sity, agrees that tattoos 
will become more tol-
erable over time, and 
thinks there are other 
more important con-
cerns.

“I think there is a 
perception that when 
tattoos become more 
acceptable it will be a 
good thing,” Markow-
itz said.  “But I think 
that there are more 
important issues.  
Overall acceptance is 
defi nitely key.  Maybe 
people will be able to 
accept other things, 
like different lifestyle 
and races, as well.”

Tattoos May Hinder Job Hunt
 KATIE MEEKER AND NICOLE FABRE

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
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Next stop, New York? 

1 Bedrooms from $2,800 (convertible to a 2 bedroom)
2 Bedrooms from $3,600 (convertible to a 3 bedroom)
3 Bedrooms from $5,350 (convertible to a 4 bedroom)

Welcome to your new Manhattan lifestyle.
With a great downtown location, these
oversized apartments have living spaces
that are easily shareable. 

Rent here and avoid an upfront broker fee
and a security deposit. We’ll even give you
$1,000 off your fi rst month’s rent to help
you settle in.*

Make moving to New York easy.

NO BROKER FEE APARTMENTS

888.201.5944 
stuytown.com
Leasing Office: 332 First Ave. 
(at 19th St.), New York, NY 10009
E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y
*Bring this ad in at time of leasing. Offer expires August 31, 2008.
  No security deposit required with approved credit.

Lehigh Professor Presents Research on 
Mourning in Literature

FRANK GOGOL
STAFF WRITER

Dr. Seth Moglen, a professor 
from Lehigh University, presented 
his research relating to mourning, 
literature, and self-transformation 
in the Wilson Hall Auditorium 
this past Thursday.

 The presentation was made 
possible through the efforts of Dr. 
Lisa Vetere, assistant Professor of 
English, the English Department, 
and the School for Humanities and 
Social Sciences. 

Vetere, whom Moglen was on 
the dissertation committee with 
at Lehigh, opened the lecture with 
an introduction of Moglen and his 
extensive body of work. 

“One main reason that I wanted 
to bring Seth here today is be-
cause of how profoundly both his 
work and his life have convinced 

Water Watch Chapters Celebrate Earth Day
KAITLYN KANZLER

STAFF WRITER

On April 19, Monmouth Uni-
versity and Brookdale Commu-
nity College chapters of New 
Jersey Community Water Watch 
(NJCWW), in partnership with 
the Red Bank and Middletown 
Environmental Commissions 
celebrated Earth Day by holding 
a river clean up at Poricy Park in 
Middletown with two satellite 
sites in Red Bank.

Over 250 volunteers, about 
100 more than the year before, 
from Monmouth, Brookdale, 
and the surrounding communi-
ties came out to help clean up 
Poricy Brook for the Earth Day 
celebration and pick out over 60 
years of trash from the brook.

“The NJ Community Water 
Watch has been working with 

students at Brookdale Commu-
nity College and Monmouth Uni-
versity to monitor local water-
ways, clean beaches and rivers, 
and teach adults and children in 
the community about non-point 
source pollution,” said Sonya 
Rhiannon Abrams, Brookdale’s 
Water Watch campus coordina-
tor.

Monmouth freshmen Candace 
Jahn and Amanda Smith were 
the coordinators of the entire 
day. They helped plan the Earth 
Day celebration with the campus 
coordinators from both colleges.

“NJPRIG’s Community Wa-
ter Watch, as an AmeriCorps 
program was out on Earth Day 
to engage Monmouth County in 
service to protect our most pre-
cious resource for future genera-
tions,” said Jahn.

“Overdevelopment and non-

point source pollution in water-
ways like Poricy Brook threaten 
the quality of waterways down-
stream, including the Navesink 
and our Jersey Shore – a source 
of State revenue and summer-
time fun,” added Smith.

The day started out with stu-
dents, organizations, and com-
munity members signing in and 
being given a designated clean-
up site, either in Poricy Park or 
Red Bank. They were provided 
with free breakfast by the speak-
er podium and around 9:30am, 
Jahn, Smith, and the campus 
coordinators welcomed the vol-
unteers. Freeholders Barbara 
McMarrow and John D’Amico, 
Councilwoman Kathy Horgan, 
and Deputy Mayor Pam Bright-
bill thanked and encouraged the 
people who had taken time to 
celebrate Earth Day.

After that, the volunteers 
picked up their bags and gloves 
and headed off to their intended 
destinations, half of the volun-
teers getting back into their cars 
to go to the Red Bank sites.

In the hour and a half that 
they worked, volunteers pulled 
various amounts of debris from 
Poricy Book. Some of these 
things included cinder blocks, 
oil drums, and a large amount of 
rusted metal. One of the biggest 
items that had to be left in the 
Poricy Brook was a hot water 
heater. At the sister site, a televi-
sion and part of a swing set were 
pulled from the water.

After the clean up, the volun-
teers were treated to a free bar-
beque and live music by a band 
called For the Foxes, who played 
a variety of music.

“It is a chance to bring 

Monmouth County colleges, com-
munity members, organizations, 
and offi cials together to help pro-
tect our rivers and streams,” said 
Jeff Cody, VIP coordinator at the 
Monmouth University chapter of 
NJCWW. “Working together, we 
can make a positive change.”

NJ Community Water Watch 
is a joint program between 
AmeriCorps and NJPIRG Law 
and Policy Center. Water Watch 
works to empower students and 
the community to address wa-
ter quality problems in New 
Jersey’s urban areas through 
education and service. For more 
information, visit NJCWW at 
www.njwaterwatch.org or con-
tact Monmouth University’s 
campus coordinator Katie Fee-
ney at Monmouth@njwater-
watch.org or by phone at (814) 
450-5237.

me how much Literature—and 
literary criticism—matter,” said 
Vetere.

Moglen is an Associate Pro-
fessor at Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He has 
been teaching there since 1999 
and instructs courses in Ameri-
can Literature of the late 19th and 
early 20th-centuries, including 
Realism & Naturalism, The Har-
lem Renaissance, Modernism, 
and African American literature 
as well as serving on dozens of 
dissertation committees. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. in English from 
UC Berkeley, and degrees in his-
tory from Yale and Oxford Uni-
versity in England.

The research Moglen presented 
was from his recently published 
book Literary Modernism and the 
Injuries of American Capitalism, 
published by Stanford University 

Press. The aim of the book is to 
show that Modern American liter-
ature was a vehicle by which 20th 
century authors could mourn the 
damage caused by Capitalism. 

Moglen offered the example of a 
fi ctional steel mill to create a con-
text for his thesis. This particular 
steel mill was in a town where 
most, if not all, of the population 
was employed by the steel com-
pany. The steel company decides 
that it would be more lucrative to 
relocate the mill thus leaving the 
townspeople unemployed and be-
cause of the unemployment people 
are starving and dying at which 
point one of the people writes a 
novel about their hardships. In 
writing the piece of literature the 
author would be mourning the 
losses they had suffered because 
of the steel company.

Moglen explained that past 

theories suggested that the pro-
cess of mourning had two parties; 
the bereaved and what was lost. 
In the case of the fi ctional town 
the townspeople would be the be-
reaved and their jobs and subsis-
tence would be what was lost. 

Moglen, however, offered a re-
vised theory that includes three 
parties involved in mourning. 
His additional party is the causes 
of the loss, which in his example 
would be the steel company relo-
cating the mill in order to make 
more money. 

The process of mourning allows 
the bereaved to dwell on what is 
lost and draw on the memories 
and, in effect, relive them. This 
also helps those who have lost to 
understand what the causes for the 
loss were.

For Moglen, this three point 
theory is the basis for successful 

political and social change. Those 
seeking change must ask “what 
has been lost?” After what has 
been lost is realized, the reasons 
other movements for this change 
have failed need to be recognized 
and mourned. In mourning the 
losses and failures the bereaved 
party can come to understand 
what must be done differently the 
next time and that the cause is 
worth working for. 

Of Moglen’s work Vetere said, 
“His scholarship… demonstrates 
that narratives have healing power, 
that stories, ideas, language, and 
human creativity have immense 
social, political, and psychological 
value. That it matters which writ-
ers’ work gets published, taught, 
and written about because when 
we do literary criticism, we have 
the power to make the world a bet-
ter place.”

The Outlook Wins 
ASPA Award

though it is absolutely national 
in its scope,” stated Professor John 
Morano, advisor of The Outlook.  
“It’s important to note that we are 
placed in a category where we 
compete with all schools that have 
an enrollment greater than 2,500. 
That means we are judged against 
many schools with 10,000 or more 
students, and that also might have a 
daily paper.”

This is the third First Place award 
that The Outlook has received in 
three years.  In the preceding two 
years the newspaper was honored 
with the First Place with Special 
Merit award, which is given to a 
publication that scored over 900 
points and, in the judge’s opin-
ion, was an excellent model of a 
scholastic publication in format, 
content, and presentation. While 
Monmouth’s newspaper received 
more than enough points to be 
recognized with the Special Merit 
award, it was just overlooked this 
year.  Despite fi nishing short of the 
previous two years’ honors, all who 
were involved with the paper were 
grateful to have received this pres-
tigious award.  

“I’m proud of our staff for win-
ning this award for the third year 
in a row,” said Editor in Chief Jac-
queline Koloski.  “It’s great to be 
recognized once again for the hard 

work we do each week. I’m honored 
to have been apart of this staff for 
the past four years and to receive 
this award before I graduate is ex-
citing.”

Even though the newspaper re-
ceived close to a perfect overall score 
and its third First Place award, the 
judges always give insight into what 
can be done to make the publication 
even better.  Some improvements 
that the judges suggested included 
a larger table of contents, narrower 
columns, and photographs with a 
sharp black and white contrast.  

Professor Morano explained, “It’s 
gratifying to receive a fi rst place 
award for the third year in a row. 
It suggests that we stack up pretty 
well against our peers and that 
we’re headed in the right direction. 
Honestly, though, I think the part of 
the contest that I fi nd most useful is 
the judges’ comments for improve-
ment.”

Members of The Outlook’s edito-
rial board who were in attendance at 
the Communication Awards Dinner 
to receive the honor included Enter-
tainment Editor Kristen Renda, who 
was proud to see the editors’ hard 
work pay off and to be included in 
such a celebrated publication before 
she graduates this spring.

“This award means a lot because 
all year we have worked so hard, 
and to graduate knowing I helped to 
be a part of a great newspaper is so 
rewarding,” said Renda.

Newspaper continued from pg. 1
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For those of you that don’t know me, 
I’m a girl who has been fascinated by 
celebrities my entire life.  I think John 
Travolta was my first major celebrity 
obsession when I was eight years old.  
Since then I’ve had many obsessions, 
some of the major ones being the Back-
street Boys, Leonardo DiCaprio, the 
show Roswell, the Beckhams, Paris and 
Nicole, this list goes on and on. For my 
final article with the Outlook, I decided 
it would only be appropriate to have a 
“How to guide” on how to meet your fa-
vorite celebrity, because it is something I 
am quite good at doing.

The main rule on doing this, get to 
events early and stay late. This has been 
my savior in pretty much every celebrity 
encounter I have had. The other rule is to 
simply be in the right place at the right 
time.

For the past 13 years I have been 
slightly obsessed with the Backstreet 
Boys, and after three years ago I finally 
met them. When the group decided to go 
back on tour for their “Up Close and Per-
sonal Tour” in the winter of 2005, I got 
tickets right away. I attended the show in 
Scranton, PA, and since the concert was 
standing room only, I got to the Scranton 
Cultural Center at 10:00 am for the 8:00 
pm show.

When I arrived with my friend Me-
lissa, we saw there was already a pretty 
long line, but we didn’t let that get us 
down. While we were waiting in line, we 

noticed that the boys’ tour bus had 
pulled up to the side of the event cen-
ter. We all ran over there and waited 
by a barricade for the boys to get off 
the bus.  We waited for a good 20 
minutes and then Brian Littrell, AJ 
McLean, and Kevin Richardson all 
got off the bus.  I happened to have a 
BSB checkbook cover so I took that 
out of my purse and had Brian sign 
it, but unfortunately my marker ran 
out of ink, and when AJ came over to 
me it wasn’t working, so he gave me 
a hug instead. My first Backstreet 
hug, I couldn’t believe it. 

After that excitement died down 
and the boys went inside we ran to 
get back in line and managed to get 
to the front because everyone got out 
of line. So we stood in the cold for 
another four or five hours before we 
were let in and we managed to get 
in the second row for the show.  We 
knew which song was going to be 
their last song, so we left and waited 
by their tour bus in hopes of another 
meeting with them.  Sure enough 
Nick Carter (my favorite) came right 
to us and he touched my hand--my 
life was now complete. 

Since then I’ve met the boys three 
more times, and it’s all about getting 
places early. I’ve slept over night in 
New York City to score meet and 
greet passes, I’ve stayed at their hotel 
for concerts, and I simply get to con-
certs early and stay late.

This is very easy with musicians 
and even easier with Baseball play-

ers. My favorite baseball player is 
New York Mets third baseman David 
Wright. Three years ago I went to a 
game in Philly and waited by the Mets 
bus after the game holding up a sign 
for David. He saw it, and came off the 
bus, walked over to me, autographed 
the sign and took a picture with me. 

Two years ago I showed up early to 
batting practice again in Philly with 
another sign, and he came over to me 
and autographed my jersey. Last year 
I flew to Milwaukee to visit my best 
friend and to attend a Mets vs Brewers 
game and we found out the hotel they 
were staying at and hung out there. 

Finally, just last week I went 
to a game in Philly with another 
sign and I got there early for bat-
ting practice again. This time my 
sign was something that would 
definitely catch his attention and 
he laughed when he saw it. He 
came right over to me and put his 
arm around me and took a picture 
with me. Out of all the celebrities 
I’ve met, he is definitely one of the 
nicest.

Again, this is an example of attend-
ing events early and staying late.

For actors and actresses it is a little 
bit harder, especially for the really fa-
mous ones. However, the easiest way 
to meet actors and actresses is film 
festivals.  

My favorite actress isn’t well known. 
Her name is Shiri Appleby, and she’s 
been in a few movies and television 
shows. Most recently she was in the 

movie Charlie Wilson’s War starring 
Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts. I had 
found out one of her movies was go-
ing to be in the Boston Film Festival 
in 2005, so I made plans with one of 
my friends and we decided to make a 
weekend trip out of it. The day of the 
festival I got an e-mail saying she was 
going to be attending, and I can’t tell 
you how excited I was. 

My friend and I went to the screen-
ing and when Shiri walked in I was too 
afraid to talk to her so my friend had to 
go up to her for me. Shiri walked over 
to me and was talking to me for a while 
and she was so nice. I couldn’t believe I 
was actually talking to her!

A couple months later I found out 
she was filming a movie in New York 
City with Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
star Marc Blucas, that needed extras. 
I sent the casting director an email 
with a head shot and they asked me if 
I would be able to come to New York 
for a day to film. When Shiri walked in 
the room, she saw me and recognized 
me which I could not believe. We talk-
ed for a while, and we were even next 
to each other in a scene. 

A couple months after that Shiri had 
a movie premiering in the Tribeca Film 
Festival in the city, so I attended that 
and she remembered me once again. 
It’s crazy to think that my favorite ac-
tress actually knows who I am. 

Another way to meet actors is to find 
out when they will be on talk shows or 
even if they are in Broadway shows 
and either get tickets or wait by the side 

door for them to enter and exit. This is 
how I met John Travolta last summer. 
He was on David Letterman promot-
ing Hairspray and I couldn’t get tick-
ets so I waited by the door. He exited 
and stopped and signed autographs for 
as many fans as he could. He was so 
nice. He is one of those people that you 
can just tell absolutely loves his fans 
and knows he wouldn’t be where he is 
without them.

A really fun way to meet actors is to 
attend conventions of theirs. Whether 
it is the Super Soap Weekend in Walt 
Disney World or a convention for a 
show like The Office did this past fall. 
Almost the entire cast of the show will 
be there, so it is definitely worth mak-
ing the trip.

Taking a trip to LA is another good 
way to meet some celebs. If you go 
during the time when they are filming 
shows, take a tour of some studios. I 
took a tour of Warner Brothers Studios 
over spring break a couple years ago 
and saw them filming a scene from ER 
and Gilmore Girls. I also happened to 
be there Oscar weekend so the town 
was crawling with celebrities. Just 
walking up and down Rodeo Drive 
and Beverly Drive I was able to spot 
celebrities shopping and dining.

Now I know all of this seems slightly 
stalkerish, but you have to do what you 
have to do when you want to meet the 
celebs you love.

Thanks for reading my celeb-
rity columns for the past three years 
Monmouth, it’s been fun!

kristen renda
entertainment editor

New York Mets 3rd Base-
man David Wright.

Seniors Kristen Renda and 
Lara Cartal with Oscar 
from The Office.

The one and only John 
Travolta.

Marc Blucas on the set of 
The Killing Floor.

Roswell star Shiri Appleby.

photos courtesy of Kristen renda

How To Meet Your 
Favorite Celebrity

Hey Idol fans!  Last week’s episodes 
of American Idol were two of the most 
dramatic we have seen this season. The 
theme was the music of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, famous composer of music 
from shows such as Phantom of the Op-
era and Cats. Even Randy Jackson said 
this would be one of the toughest nights. 
Simon Cowell said that in order to suc-
ceed, they need to be “memorable and 
contemporary.”

On Tuesday night, Syesha Mercado 
opened up the show with “One Rock and 
Roll Too Many” from Starlight Express.  
There’s one word to describe her perfor-
mance: WOW! She was very classy and 
her vocals were one of the strongest they 
have been all season. Jackson referred to 
this as her element and Paula Abdul said, 
“You’ve brought the house down.”

Jason Castro followed with “Memory” 
from Cats. This certainly is not his niche, 
and his performance was pretty boring.  

He seemed to struggle throughout 
the song. Jackson called it a “a little 
bit of a trainwreck,” and Cowell told 
him that it was “miserable,” and that 
it must have been “the longest two 
minutes of [Castro’s] life.”

What happened next was a first 
in Idol history. A few seconds into 
Brooke White’s “You Must Love 
Me” from Evita, she stopped singing, 
then restarted after saying, “I’m sor-
ry.” When asked what happened, she 
simply replied, clearly upset, “I lost 
the lyric.” It affected her so much that 
her whole performance seemed un-
comfortable and forced. Abdul told 
her, “You must never start and stop.”  
However, both Cowell and Jackson 
felt otherwise, and Cowell said he 
thought she did the right thing.

David Archuleta sang “Think of 
Me” from Phantom of the Opera.  
His arrangement was very contem-
porary and, as usual, his vocals were 
nice and strong. Jackson said, “You’re 
exactly what this show’s about,” and 

called him “the one to beat.” However, 
Cowell, while calling it “pleasant,” 
also said it was “forgettable,” and “one 
of your weakest performances.” Yet, 
Cowell had no doubt that he would 
make it through to the next round.

Carly Smithson performed “Super-
star” from Jesus Christ Superstar. For 
once in a long time, she didn’t appear 
to be overthinking things. She seemed 
to be having fun and enjoying herself, 
and her vocals were great. Abdul said, 
“I love what you did in the chorus,” 
and Cowell called it “one of my favor-
ite performances of the night.”

David Cook closed the night with 
“Music of the Night,” another song 
from Phantom – probably one of the 
most recognizable from the hit show.  
This time, he didn’t try to change up 
the arrangement, and sang it the way 
it’s traditionally sung. It worked! This 
was probably one of his best of the 
season. Jackson said, “That was an 
amazing vocal performance.” Abdul 
told Cook that he is “so well rounded,” 

and that his performance was “fantas-
tic.” Cowell said, “You made the most 
of the song,” and told him, “You were 
good.”

During the results show on Wednes-
day, the Idols performed “All I Ask of 
You,” also from Phantom, with Web-
ber, who later interviewed with host 
Ryan Seacrest about the Idols and what 
it was like working with them. Webber 
had nothing but good words to say, and 
talked about their potential and how 
successful they will be in the future.

Also in the show, British sensation 
Leona Lewis (one of Cowell’s discov-
eries) performed her number one hit 
“Bleeding Love” on the Idol stage.  
Idol also met up with some of the 
show’s alumni who have had careers 
on Broadway, such as Clay Aiken 
(season two, runner-up) in Spamalot, 
and Tamyra Gray (season one, fourth 
place) in RENT. A video from Presi-
dent George W. Bush and First Lady 
Laura Bush was aired, thanking all 
Americans and everyone from Ameri-

can Idol for their generosity during 
Idol Gives Back.

Last week’s results pulled the bot-
tom two contestants this time. Shock-
ingly, White did not end up in the 
bottom two after her disaster of a per-
formance, but Mercado and Smithson, 
ended up in the hot seats. In the end, it 
was Smithson, one of the best vocal-
ists in the competition, who was sent 
home. America certainly got it wrong 
last week!  

Five Idols remain. Don’t forget to 
watch American Idol every week, only 
on FOX.  

My prediction?  Well, now that Carly 
Smithson is out of the picture, I think 
this year’s finale is going to be a battle 
of the Davids. Of course, who knows 
what can happen, so be sure to vote for 
your favorites. Only a few weeks to go 
until we have our winner! I want to 
send a special thanks to all you readers 
for tuning into my column each week.  
Best of luck to you all on finals, and I 
hope everyone has a great summer!

veronique blostein
staff writer

This Season On Idol
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Bamboozle is taking over Gi-
ants Stadium once again on 
May 3rd and 4th rain or shine. 
Bamboozle is music festival for 
some of the biggest die hard rock 
fans around, similar to that of 
Coachella. Fans from all over 
travel to East Rutherford to hang 
out and rock out.

 The two day event begins at 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday May 3rd 
and continues well into Sunday 
with over 100 bands performing 
on 10 different stages.

This year’s headliners include 
Jimmy Eat World, Panic! at the 
Disco, Paramore, and Coheed 
and Cambria. Other bands set 
to perform are We The Kings, 
Mayday Parade, Valencia, Sens-
es Fail, and many more. New to 
the Bamboozle roster this year is 
rapper Snoop Dogg. Bamboozle 
is well known for its rock, punk, 
emo, and alternative bands so it 
will be interesting to see where 
Snoop fits into the mix.

Two day passes and V.I.P. 
three day passes are sold out, 
but single day passes can still be 
purchased through Ticketmaster. 
Single day tickets cost $49.50.

Also new to Bamboozle this 
year is the Bamboozle Roadshow 
for those fans that cannot travel 
out to New Jersey. Saves The 
Day, Armor For Sleep, Set Your 
Goals, and Metro Station will be 
on the tour, as well as A Cursive 

The two men got started with 
low ticket prices and big line-
ups. The festival began in the 
Stone Pony but after two years 
the duo gained recognition and 
was able to hold the event at 
larger venues such as Conven-
tion Hall and Bradley Park.

In the early years of Bamboo-
zle the music fes-
tival had about 30 
bands on 4 sepa-
rate stages. Per-
formers included 
Keller Williams, 
The Roots, and 
Dark Star Orches-
tra. Bamboozle 
quickly began 
to gain popular-
ity and big name 
bands such as My 
Chemical Ro-

mance and Fall Out Boy were 
quickly added to the future 
lineups. 

D’Esposito said, “The bands 
come here for the same reason 
the kids do: They know it’s go-
ing to be a party. It’s a punk-
rock spring break. There’s the 
beach and the hotels, and its 
three days of nonstop music and 
partying.”

This year’s Bamboozle prom-
ises to be the best yet. There is 
still time to get your single day 
passes for this weekend’s event. 
Check out the festival’s website 
at thebamboozle.com for line-
ups, ticket information, hotel 
accommodations, and more.

taylor corvino
assistant entertainment editor

Memory and Lydia on select dates. 
The Bamboozle Roadshow began 
on March 28thin Seattle, W.A. with 
stops in over 30 cities such as Bal-
timore, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
and St. Louis. The Roadshow ends 
on May 10th with a performance in 
Salt Lake City, U.T.

Bamboozle originated in New 

Jersey about six years ago by John 
D’Esposito and Kevin Kopacko. 
After Asbury Park lost out to 
landing Warped (another multi-
band rock festival) in their city to 
another location, D’Esposito and 
Kopacko wanted to create another 
music festival and model it after 
Warped Tour.

“I came up with the name for the 
festival one day when I was look-
ing out the window of the Stone 
Pony (a rock club in Asbury Park), 
just staring at this building that 
was three-quarters completed, 
then just abandoned,” D’Esposito 
recalled. “And I was like, ‘Some 
corrupt politician just bamboozled 
the city again.’”

photo courtesy of www.ticketmaster.com

The Bamboozle is ready to take Giants 
Stadium by storm.

Bamboozle 
at the 

Meadowlands

“I’ve done everything from tele-
vision voiceovers, magazine adver-
tisements, radio commercials, tele-
vision commercials, reality TV and 
modeling to an off-Broadway play, 
community theatre, and extra/fea-
tured work in feature films,” said 
Cody Ross Pitts, a blonde hair, blue 
eyed sophomore at Monmouth, who 
clearly has his plate full. Along 
with being quite experienced in the 
entertainment industry, Cody also 
has time to maintain a 4.0 GPA on 
top of playing and writing his own 
music.

Mrs. Pitts wasted no time getting 
her son into show business soon 
after he was born. Cody has been 
working in the industry ever since 
he was 3 months old where he got 
an agent and began doing modeling 
for magazine advertisements. As a 
toddler, his only responsibility was 
to smile and look cute, and Cody 
certainly excelled at that as he has 
won over 25 trophies from several 
baby pageants. “I wore a little tux-
edo, blew kisses to the crowd, and I 
got them every time,” said Cody.

One of Cody’s most impres-
sive television experiences, also 
what he calls his “claim to fame”, 
is his voiceover role as “Slippery 
Soap” on Nick Jr.’s Blue’s Clues. 
Although Cody claims to have a 
love for hearing himself talk, he 
ironically hated hearing his voice 

on television. He worked for Blue’s 
Clues from age 7 to 12 and then 
was “retired” as the industry tends 
to do with child voiceovers as their 
voices change. “My whole family 
got really excited when the show 
became popular. Just thinking that 
a few generations of America grew 
up listening to my voice is a cool 
concept,” said Cody.

More recently, Cody had to take 
off a few days within the first week 
of school to do work on the tele-
vision show, Law and Order. Just 

this past January, he worked on a 
music video for a band called We 
the Kings, which is a new pop/punk 
type of band.

Cody’s not the only one who isn’t 
camera shy. His family members 

are no strangers to the spotlight ei-
ther, as they’ve taken part in many 
of the experiences alongside him. 
“Cody and I have worked on set to-
gether before many times. The most 
memorable time we’ve spent on set 
together was during the summer of 
2006, when he and I were extras 
in the movie Tenderness, starring 
Russell Crowe. We got to ride the 
attractions of an amusement park 
in the background of a scene,” said 
Casey Pitts, brother.

The Pitts have also appeared to-
gether on Cash 
Cab, in which 
i n n o c e n t 
people hail a 
cab and find 
out they’ve 
become con-
testants on 
a Discovery 
Channel game 
show. “Cody 
called me 
while he was 
in the cab and 
told me to stay 
glued to my 
phone for the 
next hour in 
case he needed 
me as a life line. 

It was really exciting!” said Katie 
North, friend. Other reality show 
appearances include It’s a Miracle, 
Miracle Pets, Wife Swap, and The 
Fit Family, which Cody claims to be 
the most memorable and fun. 

The Fit Family is a reality fitness 
show on Fit TV, a digital cable net-
work, where America was able to 
follow along and get “Fit with the 
Pitts”. The family was put to the 
test with an intense 6-week train-
ing program including a drastic 
change in diets and exercise. Each 
member of the family had a differ-
ent goal to meet by the end of the 
season. “I told them I wanted to 
be able to make my pecs dance. I 
can still do it now if you want to 
see,” said Cody, “We all reached 
our goals and, symbolic of a new 
beginning, my parents renewed 
their wedding vows on national 
television upon the conclusion of 
the show.” The Pitts also may be 
appearing on a game show on TLC 
in which the family would be flown 
out to Los Angeles, California in a 
few weeks.

Pitts has made quite a few im-
pressive friends in the business. 
He had some interesting views on 
Spike Lee when he worked on a 
film with him claiming he was in-
trigued by the way he hand-placed 
all of his extras, and surprised at 
how small he is in person. Other 
than Lee, he’s worked with Lenny 
Kravitz, Kate Hudson, Steven Sea-
gal, Ally Sheedy, and Dane Cook, 
just to name a few. “One of the best 
celebrity encounters I’ve had was 
with Dane Cook,” Cody said. “I 
asked him what kind of candy bar 
would he describe himself as. He 
responded, ‘Snickers. Snickering 

reminds me of laughter, and that’s 
important to me.’ He was a lot of 
fun.”

Since the entertainment busi-
ness is anything but certain, Cody’s 
chosen to follow a career in the sci-
ences. He is currently a Chemistry 
major at Monmouth on the Presi-
dential scholarship and has plans 
to get his PhD. “No matter how tal-
ented you are, sometimes it’s only a 
matter of being in the right place at 
the right time,” said Cody. He’s also 
maintaining a minor in Theatre, but 
considers Chemistry a much “safer” 
choice. Perhaps it is a safer plan, 
but Cody admits that if he were 
ever offered a feature role in a 
film, graduation would have to be 
put on hold. “In the acting busi-
ness, opportunity only knocks so 
often, and when it does, answer, 
or you might just be kicking your-
self for the rest of your life,” said 
Cody.

As for now, Cody’s just enjoying 
the remainder of his college years 
and has no worries leaving his 
future up to fate. “I put my heart 
into everything I do, and because 
of that, I’ll find success whether 
I’m an actor, a chemist, a musician, 
or even president,” said Cody.” At 
only 19 years of age this sophomore 
seems to have a good head on his 
shoulders with ambitious plans for 
the future. “My mother always told 
me I can do anything if I put my 
mind to it, now I’m actually starting 
to believe it.”

stefanie favicchio
contributing writer

photo courtesy of sarah jamieson

Cody performs at one of Monmouth’s Open 
Mic Nights.

Monmouth’s Own 
Celebrity

Reality television stars have become 
their own breed of celebrities over 
night. These average people have used 
their two seconds of fame to get ahead 
in acting and music, so it comes at not 
much of a surprise that reality stars 
Lauren Conrad and Heidi Montag of 
The Hills have started their own fash-
ion lines.

From Conrad’s early days in La-
guna Beach, she always had a love for 
fashion. Conrad originally went to San 
Francisco to study fashion design but 
after one short semester got homesick 
and headed back to Laguna. Conrad 
did not stay home for long and packed 
her bags and headed for the hills, the 
Hollywood Hills that is, hence the 
name of her reality show. The Hills 
follows Conrad’s post Laguna Beach 
days where fans watch her exciting 
L.A. lifestyle full of boys, drama, and 
parties.

During The Hills Conrad juggles 
taking classes at the Fashion Institute 
of Design and Merchandising, along 
with interning at Teen Vogue. Fans 
have watched Lauren’s fashion career 
grow as she travels to Paris to help 
work at the annual Crillon Ball and 
land a job with Kelly Cutrone, Founder 
of People’s Revolution.

Conrad used her television success 
to transition over to fashion. The Lau-
ren Conrad Collection is a reflection of 
Conrad’s own personal style that her 
fans have grown to love. Her line has 
a 60’s retro feel to it with flowing tops 
and oversized sunglasses.  

So far there are two collections. 
The first was the Winter 2007 fol-
lowed by her latest Spring 2008 
line. Spring 2008 comes with three 
different categories: City of Angels, 
Bella, and Les Deux. City of Angels 
has your typical casual work clothes, 
Bella consists of everyday outfits, 
and Les Deux is night on the town 
outfits.

Conrad’s line is a bit pricy and 
most of her outfits are over $100, but 
Conrad can count on her fans who 
desperately want to emulate her style 
to buy her clothes.

On the other side of the spectrum is 
Conrad’s arch nemesis Heidi Montag 
who is trying to desperately bank on 
The Hills success to not only boost 
her music career but fashion as well.

In early April Montag hit the fash-
ion scene with her Hollywood fashion 
show of her line Heidiwood. Montag’s 
line is not as classy as Conrad’s, full 
of tiny shorts and tight tops, typical of 
Montag’s own “clubbing” style. 

It is clear that both The Hills stars 
took different routes in their fashion 
image and can cater to all different 
types of young women. Whether you 
are on team Lauren or team Heidi 
their fashion lines are worth check-
ing out. Both stars have their own 
website and fans can browse and pur-
chase their looks online.

So as the temperatures begin to 
rise this season and you are looking 
for a new summer style, check out 
Lauren Conrad and Heidiwood, and 
bring a little bit of the West Coast to 
the East Coast.

taylor corvino
assistant entertainment editor

Get Your Summer 
Look The Hills Way
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“The Best Four Years of My Life”
JACQUELINE KOLOSKI

EDITOR IN CHIEF

I have always heard the phrase “High 
school is the best four years of your life.” 
That statement is a lie in my book.  For 
me, college has been the best four years 
of my life. I’ve heard time and time again 
that the college you 
choose is one of 
the most important 
decisions that you 
will make. After 
all, it is the place 
where you grow up 
and into your own. 
After spending 
four years at Mon-
mouth, I couldn’t 
imagine being any 
other place. The 
friends I met, the 
times I had, I know 
for a fact that Mon-
mouth was THE 
place for me. 

It is amazing 
how quickly those 
four years can go 
by. It felt like it was 
yesterday when I went to Open House as a 
high school junior, toured the campus, and 
paid a visit to what would be my home 
away from home- The Outlook office. 
Now here I am, four years later, less than 

three weeks away from starting the next 
chapter of my life. Really, where does the 
time go?

My experiences wouldn’t be possible 
without many important people, so bear 
with me. 

I have to start by thanking my Mom, 
Dad, and my sister, Kristin. They are 
the driving force in everything I do. My 
parents have always taught me the value 
of hard work and the rewards that come 
with it. I appreciate everything that you 
have ever done for me. You’ve pushed me 
to excel and I hope I have done you proud. 
As for my sister, she has always been one 
of my best critics. She is one person I can 
go to and know I’m getting the honest 

truth about something. I’m happy to see 
her getting involved with journalism, as 
well, even if it is just an extra-curricular 
for her. 

I appreciate all of the love and support 
my family has given me through these 
past four years. I just have to say thanks 

over me in LA (lol) even though you kind 
of didn’t. Good luck on the new job!!

Kristen (a.k.a Megan) -Who would 
have though that a Mets fan and a Phillies 
fan could get along? But, as we know, we 
agree on one thing- David Wright (lol). 
I will never forget: our trip to Beverly 
Hills and LA; going to the Oscars red 

carpet; the infa-
mous LA video; 
singing Car-
rie Underwood 
songs; Rascal 
Flatts; not getting 
a wake up call 
from Joe Don; 
rocking out to 
Hannah Mon-
tana in the office; 
you asking Eric 
if he wants to be 
checked for ticks; 
blasting country 
songs; going to 
Shea to see the 
Mets and Phillies 
and me being brave 
enough to walk 
around with my 
Chase Utley jersey; 

you getting me hooked on Roswell; and 
of course going to Disney. Sheldon will 
miss you when you move to Florida and 
wishes you nothing but luck with your 
new job at Disney World. I have to close in 

your famous words or The Office’s 
(lol)- That’s what she said. 

Eric (aka Guns)- I know you’ll 
miss that nickname when Kristen 
and I graduate. I remember when 
you first came in the office a couple 
years ago during that first meet-
ing of the summer. I bet you were 
thinking “what was I getting into?” 
Hopefully, you’ve had as great as an 
experience as I have. You’ve done 
an amazing job with the sports 
section this year. Good luck next 
year!!

Chris Netta- Thank you for put-
ting up with me on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. I know how much you 
enjoy the “notes” I leave you on 
Tuesdays before my class. Thanks 
so much for all you’ve done this 
past year!! You are always a lifesav-
er for me especially when it comes 

to headlines (lol) because you know how 
much I love writing them. 

Chris Keller- First, I just have to say that 
Dane Cook is the funniest comedian ever. 
I’m sure you already knew that though. 
Thanks for all the work you’ve done!! 
Honestly, there would be no paper to print 
without the tech manager. P.S. You better 
hang up that Outlook plaque you got!!

Danielle- You’ve done an amazing job 
with the features section this year. Con-
gratulations are in order for our Editor 
of the Year. I’ll leave you with a phrase I 
know we have adopted… “Friends don’t 
let friends date [fill in the blank].” Good 
luck next year! P.S. Thanks for the Sonic 
run you made this semester!!

Sarah- Thank you for your constant 
dedication to The Outlook. You’ve al-
ways went above and beyond what you 
were asked to do, whether it was taking 
extra articles for the news section, getting 
Viewpoint done ahead of time, or helping 
with special events. I greatly appreciate it. 

to my Grandpop and Grandmom for the 
notes they sent me while I was in school. I 
appreciate them and love you even though 
you spoil me too much!! 

I know it may be corny, but a major 
reason as to why I pursued journalism 
is because of my high school journalism 
teacher, Mr. Kind. I took one journalism 

class my sophomore year of high school 
and little did I know that one elective 
would turn out to make such an impact on 
my life. I have to say thank you for taking 
a chance on me and seeing the potential 

that I have. You inspired me to continue 
pursuing my dreams of being a journal-
ist. 

Lisa-  I can’t begin to list all of the mem-
ories we have because there have been too 
many, but I’ll give it a try: crazy times in 
DC, Portland, Raleigh and Orlando; see-
ing Dane Cook in Philly and constantly 
quoting him; many convos about football 
and, ironically, none about our favorite 
teams; music in the office; code names; 
seeing The Benjamins; 3 am chats; Laun-
dromats; Outlook parties; Bees; road trips 
w/ sing-a-longs and dancing; sour patch 
kids and pretzels; Margaritaville; and we 
can’t forget 12.  You have been there for 
me during the tough times and the best 

times and I’m lucky to call you one of my 
best friends. 

John- Snoopy, I’ve missed you in the 
office. We’ve had some good times at 
The Outlook. I’ll never forget Portland; 
kicking trash cans; song-writing; straw-
berries; the what-if game; and watching 

Megan- It’s been great getting to know 
you this past year at the paper. I’m jealous 
you have one semester left but make sure 
you enjoy it!! 

Paige- We missed you in the office this 

semester. I hope you had an amazing ex-
perience in London. Good luck next year 
because it will fly by before you know it. 
I’ll never forget all of our crazy times in the 
office.

Sandy- You are the heart of our office 
and I can’t begin to thank you for all the 
work you do for us. The Outlook wouldn’t 
run with out you! 

Professor Morano- I still can’t get over 
the kind of words you said about me at the 
Comm Dinner on Friday. Thank you for 
giving me advice when I needed it most and 
guiding me through these years. 

To the E-Board for next year- Good luck 
next year and you know you can call me if 
you need ANYTHING!!

Katie- What have we not been through 
these past couple years? We’ve been there 
for each other through the good times and 
the bad times. I’ll never forget all of our 
crazy moments like dance parties in Great 
Lawn; board game nights; Canasta; nights 
spent looking up random bumper stickers; 

reading horoscopes; baking; notes; and 
some memories that are probably best left 
as inside jokes(lol). Good luck at Rutgers 
next year. Miss ya Katie Motts!!!

Aimee- I’ll never forget when we met 
freshman year. We were roommates for 
only a few days, but became best friends af-
ter that. We have some fun memories like: 
Winter Ball after parties; road trips to my 
house in SJ; board game nights; the duty 
schedule; and my 21st in AC. I’m going to 
miss ya!! You better keep in touch!! 

Great Lawn Boys 2A (Chris, Bob, and 
Kevin) + Emel- I know I’m going to miss 
hearing my name yelled out whenever I 
walk into my apartment. I’ll never forget all 
the hilarious times we all shared whether 
they were extremely random or…I think 
funny just about covers it. I’ll never forget: 
Emel’s birthday party with the pinanta 
and eating all the candy before my night 
out and then after; trips to Shop Rite even 
though I may have wanted to go to Wal-
greens; watching you guys play Halo and 
attempting to play one time; trying to fit in 
the cooler; and getting water ice. I’m going 
to miss you guys so much!!

Kari- So many memories and I don’t 
think we have enough space for them all. 
We have had the best times and I will never 
ever forget them. You are one of my best 
friends and, no worries, I’ll definitely be 
back visiting next year. There is no way I 
can leave Monmouth just yet. So here are 
the memories I will never forget: midnight 

road trip to Philly for cheeseteaks and 
seeing that gold van; MEETING KEN-
DRA FROM THE GIRLS NEXT 
DOOR and you saying that you thought 
you were going to pass out when you met 

her; Tuesday and Thursday night crazi-
ness; the friends we met on some of our 
random nights; 3 am baking; question-
ing if we paid or not.; going to Applebees 
almost three times a week; our sopho-
more year memories; waiting an hour for 
dessert at our favorite restaurant; going to 
The Cheesecake Factory; that one road 
trip we all took to Staten Island; Barna-
cles, boys and burgers (need I say more?); 
trips to McDonalds; and going to Point 
Pleasant to win 50 stuffed animals (lol). 
There are definitely more memories to 
be had next year. I’ll miss you!!

Pam (an MU student at heart lol)- Two 
words “Reckless Place”. I’m so happy we 
all hung out so much this year and made 
some amazing memories I’ll never forget 
like: Philly road trips; our trip to AC and 
having to sleep in sub-zero temperatures; 
Applebees; and of course Barnacles and 
Toll House. We’ll have to go back to Philly 
this summer and get cheesesteaks!! 

Stacy (aka Sta)- My fi rst memory 

of you is when we moved in and you 
dropped that entire case of Snapple 
in the common room (lol). We have 
had so  many crazy memories since 
sophomore year up until now. I’ll 
never forget: Panic! At the Disco; 
listening to “Hey Driver” about a 
million times whenever we went 
out; “It’s like being at Chris Rock’s 
house”; sophomore year (and I’ll 
leave it at that lol); Oakwood memo-
ries; driving to your house to handle 
the bug issue; and our conversations 
about anything and everything. I’m 
going to miss you next year. You 
have to keep in touch. Good luck in 
law school!! 

Last but not least- Class of 2008- 
It’s been an incredible four years and 
I’m sorry to see it end. Best of luck in 
the future!!

This is it. I can’t believe my time 
at The Outlook is offi cially complete. 
It’s hard to even think about how my 
college career would be entirely dif-
ferent had I not walked in this offi ce. 
The Outlook has changed my life in 
so many ways and I will miss the 
family that I gained from being apart 
of such an amazing organization. 

With that said, it’s time to say see 
you later to Monmouth. Why see you 
later? For the mere fact that I could 
never say goodbye to a place that has 
left such an imprint on my heart. 
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    ATTENTION STUDENTS                                                  

NEED CASH                                   
                                                           

  $10hr + Benefi ts
Ocean offi ce

fl exible  schedule 
open 7 days     

1-888-974-5627  
T057041508      

Equal employment oppurtunity employer

                                                            Catholic Centre at Monmouth
                                                                                                                                                             
 Mass                                                Eucharistic Adoration                                       Rosary  
Every Sun 7 PM             Every Mon 3:30-4:30PM & Thu 2:30- 3:30 PM          Every Mon & Wed 9 PM    
Why Believe Series(explore your lifes vocation)                                  Patron Night Party
Tuesdays at 7:30 PM                                                                        Thursday, April 17 @ 7:30 PM     
 
End of the year BBQ                                                                                            Study Nights
Sunday, May 4 from 3-6 PM                                      Monday, May 5 through Monday, May 12 until 11 PM
followed by last Mass of the semester at 7 PM                                                                                              
                  
        Catholic Centre at Monmouth University               
                                                                   16 Beachwood Avenue
                                                                         732-229-9300

                                     Gate to our rear house  is in the corner of Lot 4, next to the Health Center                  
                                                      ALL are welcome                                                                                             
                                                                         Food always served                                                                                   
                                                                            www.mucatholic.org                                                                               

Babysitting wanted in 
our Avon home! 

We have 3 children. Must 
have experience and CPR 
training a bonus. Flexible 

hours. Some days, evenings, 
and weekends. References 

required. 
$12 per hour. 

Please call 
Kathleen 732-859-3394

LIFEGUARDS WANTED!
Certified or We Will Train

Openings throughout New Jersey

We probably have an opening 
in your hometown.

908-684-1080
Or Apply Online at:

www.clearbluepoolmanagement.com

Struggling with 
writing or 

proofreading?

Help is just a call or click away! 

AAll About Writing
732-919-7090 or 

www.allaboutwritingconsulting.com

Editing and proofreading school papers 

Help with the writing process for school 
assignments and papers 

    
Writing tutoring sessions to improve your 
writing skills  

Resumes, and more! 

We offer flexible hours and sessions one time or on a 
regular basis.  Get in touch! 

HELP WANTED

TASTI D-LITE – ICE CREAM STORE
   588 OCEAN BLVD. WEST END N.J. 
  SERVERS WANTED   -   FT & PT 
  CUSTOMER SKILLS REQUIRED
 212 860-2917 OR CELL 917 751-2784

BOX OFFICER—TWO RIVER THEATER 
COMPANY IN RED BANK SEEKS A 

FRIENDLY, ENTHUSIASTIC AND CUS-
TOMER SERVICE ORIENTED INDIVIDUAL 

TO JOIN OUR BOX OFFICE TEAM.  
SHOULD POSSESS STRONG COMPUT-
ER AND PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS.  
PART-TIME, UP TO 20 HOURS/WEEK 
DEPENDENT UPON PERFORMANCE 

SCHEDULE.  MUST BE AVAILABLE TO 
WORK EVE AND WKNDS.  SEND RE-

SUME TO BRIAN SELLERS,
 BSELLERS@TRTC.ORG.

NJ SUMMER SPORTS CAMP
IS LOOKING FOR:

PART TIME INSTRUCTORS IN:
GOLF, TENNIS, BASKETBALL, BASEBALL,

WRESTLING/ KARATE
GREAT PAY! 4 5 HRS/ DAY, 3 DAYS/ WK

CAMP RUNS FROM 6/26 8/20
ALL POSITIONS IN OCEAN TOWNSHIP

CALL VIC FOR
MORE INFORMATION

(718)375 6859

Sea Bright 

1 bedroom 1 bath Fully Furnished Apartment
With large deck overlooking the Shrewsbury River Off street parking  Available 
from 8/15 – 5/15 $1,050/mo christianfautz@netscape.net or 732-993-5398 

Mustang GT 
1996

1996 Mustang GT.  Great condition. 
4.6L,  5sp manual, 17'' alloy wheels, 
performance exhaust.  76,000 
miles.  Looks, runs, and sounds great.

New Lower Price — Must Sell
Asking $5900 or b/o.

Contact Steve (908) 675-6688 or email 

stevie25md@aim.com

MU MAY 20TH COMMENCEMENT TICKET

Need 1 ticket --- Desperate - if 
you can help please call: 

702-361-2683 or 702-497-3123
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us year after year. I’m going to miss 
you a lot, so I’ll have to stop by the 
offi ce to visit whenever I’m in NJ.

There are a couple professors I 
have to thank for all they have done 
for me over the last four years. 

Professor Scott, from one Dis-
ney Cast Member to another, I want 
to thank you so much for every-
thing you have taught me here at 
Monmouth, and for helping and sup-
porting me as I got my new role in 
Walt Disney World. 

Professor Morano, thanks for 
telling me to join the paper freshman 
year, and for helping to make me a 
better writer. I can’t imagine college 
without being on the Outlook and 
I have you to thank for that. Don’t 
worry, when I become Editor in 
Chief of some huge magazine in LA, 

you’ll be my fi lm critic.

To everyone else on 
the staff of the paper, 
thanks for putting up 
with me the past three 
years, and for helping 
create memories I’ll 
cherish for a while to 
come. I will miss all 
of you and expect all 
of you to look me up 
when you go to Disney 
World!

Every New Beginning Comes From 
Some Other Beginning’s End

Walt Disney World, Here I Come

Wow, it’s already time to write my 
senior goodbye! The past four years 
have absolutely fl own by. It’s hard to 
believe it’s all over. When I wrote 
a review on Jason Behr’s newest 
movie for The Outlook at the end of 
my freshman year, I never thought 
that within a year I’d be an editor or 
would even still be writing today.

Over the past three years that I’ve 
been on the Outlook I’ve had price-
less memories that I’ll keep with me 
for a long time to come. 

Jackie…or should I say “My 
name’s Megan and this is my best 
friend and co-host Sheldon.” We’ve 
had some crazy adventures togeth-
er. Begin-
ning with 
s t a l k i ng 
c e l e b r i -
ties on the 
O s c a r s 
Red Car-
pet in LA 
and mak-
ing that 
awesome 
v i d e o 
that made 
Professor 
Scott sick 
to watch 
b e c a u s e 
it was so 
shaky. To Mets vs. Phillies games at 
Shea where although you guys won, 
I’m very happy that I’ve converted 
you to a David Wright fan. To At-
lantic City where the paparazzi 
wouldn’t stop following us, and to 
our trip to Orlando, fi lled with Dis-
ney, B Dubbs, and the Ale House. 
We’ve defi nitely had a lot of laughs 
over the years. I think we will be 
fi ghting over Randy Goldman for 
years to come because, “His eyes 
are blue like Polar Ice Gatorade.” 

Don’t ever forget that your birthday 
is the same day that Liz Parker got 
shot and Max 
Evans healed 
her! I love you 
Jackie, and I’m 
going to miss 
you a lot, so you 
better come visit 
me in Florida! 

Eric, I’m go-
ing to miss you 
Guns! It’s been 
great working 
with you the past 
two years, and I 
hope you enjoy 
your last two years at Monmouth 
because they will fl y by.  Hopefully 
when I come home for a visit you’ll 

fi nally let me 
check you 
for ticks! 
You know 
every time 
you hear 
that song 
you’re going 
to think of 
me. I think 
our friend-
ship can be 
summed up 
in one word, 
“WOW!”

Danielle, 
we’ve had a 

lot of fun procrastinating at the of-
fi ce together. With all of our “that’s 
what she saids”, bumper stickers, 
and talks about Sonic. I’m going 
to miss you a lot so you better keep 
in touch. Always remember the ad-
vice I’ve given you from She’s Too 
Young that is too inappropriate to 
publish in the paper.

Paige, even though you were 
away in London this semester, I’ve 
really enjoyed getting to know you 

this year. You’re hilarious and I’m re-
ally going to miss you. I know we’ll 

c o n t i n u e 
making and 
sending each 
other bumper 
stickers when 
the applica-
tion actually 
works so we 
won’t have to 
worry about 
that. Good 
Luck in your 
last year at 
Monmouth. I 
think there is 
on ly 

one thing left to say, “I’m 
not superstitious…but I am 
a little stitious.”  

Megan, The Offi ce Con-
vention was amazing and 
I’m so happy you happened 
to go to it too. It’s been great 
getting to know you over the 
last four years, beginning 
with 3rd Floor Elmwood to 
now. Good Luck in your last 
semester and hopefully I’ll 
see you at next year’s Of-
fi ce Convention where we 
will stalk John Krasinski 
together.

Taylor, I’m so happy I met some-
one as enthusiastic about the enter-
tainment section as I am. I am proud 
to pass off the responsibilities of 
Entertainment Editor to you. I know 
you’ll do a fabulous job. 

To the people that have already 
graduated…

I have to thank Sam for getting me 
to write for the paper. You taught me 
how to lay out and you gave me the op-
portunity to become the editor of my 
favorite topic. I know our plans have 
been put on hold, but don’t worry; 
you and I will live in Los Angeles to-

gether one day where we will have 
our television show of us watching 
movies and shows and commentat-
ing on them. We’ll win tons of Em-
my’s and our four rules will always 
be in tact. (Do you still remember 
them?) I love you Roomy!

Seth Green, you always make 
me laugh and I appreciate you vis-
iting us as often as you do. Shiri 
Appleby and Seth Green will be in 
a movie together one day, and we’ll 
be on the red carpet together to wit-
ness it.  I’m going to miss you!

Lisa, I know we’ve had our dif-
ferences, but our love for Backstreet 
will always hold us together. I can’t 

wait for 
t h e i r 
new tour 
where I 
will be 
w a t c h -
ing them 
f r o m 
Florida, 
and you 
will be 
w a t c h -
ing them 
from up 

here, but 
I know 
w e ’ l l 
compare 

shows with each other. KTBSPA!

Sandy, I’m glad someone in the 
offi ce ap-
preciated 
the coun-
try music 
I would 
blast ev-
ery Mon-
day and 
Tuesday! 
T h a n k s 
for all of 
the hard 
work you 
do to help 

KRISTEN RENDA
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen Renda

Jackie and Me at a Mets vs. Phillies 
game at Shea Stadium.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen Renda

“WOW!”

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen Renda

At the entrance to Magic 
Kingdom for Mickey’s Very 
Merry Christmas Party.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen Renda

Sam, Me, and Jackie having 
lunch in Beverly Hills.

PHOTO COURTESY of Kristen Renda

Dancing with Cinderella’s 
step mother, Lady Tre-
maine in Fantasyland in 
Magic Kingdom.
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What is your favorite activity in school?

GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED IN CAMPUS ACTIIN CAMPUS ACTIVITIES!!VITIES!!
732-571-3586 • 2nd Floor, Rebecca Stafford Student Center • activities@monmouth.edu

Campus Events This WeekCampus Events This Week
WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL APRIL 30

Universi - T’s • 12 - 4 PM • Student Center Patio
Pit Show - Lionize • 2:30 PM • Student Center Patio

De-Stress Fest • 2:30 - 5:30 PM • Anacon Hall
Test Taking Strategies • 2:30 PM • Bey Hall 223

Kylie’s Cause Benefi t Concert • 8:00 PM • Anacon Hall 
Open Mic Night • TIme TBA • The Underground

THURSTHURSDAY,DAY,  MAY 1MAY 1
Health Fair & Blood Drive • 9:00 - 4:00 PM • Anacon Hall

FRIDAY, FRIDAY, MAY 2MAY 2
Texas Hold ‘em • 5:00 PM • RSSC Fireplace Lounge
Wii Sports Challenge • 9:00 PM • The Underground

SATURSATURDAY, MAY 3DAY, MAY 3
Point Pleasant Shuttles • Departing 12 PM & 2 PM • Birch Loop

Baseball vs. Mount St. Mary’s • 12:00 PM • Baseball Field
SSUNUNDAY,DAY,  MAY 4MAY 4

“Monmouthville” Springfest • 12:00 - 6:00 PM • Great Lawn
Baseball vs. Mount St. Mary’s • Baseball Field • 12:00 PM

BBQ • 3:00 - 6:00 PM • Catholic Centre
MONDAY, MONDAY, MAY 5

Last Day of Classes
TUESTUESDAY, MAY 6DAY, MAY 6

Reading Day
Study Night • 6:00 - 11:00 PM • Catholic Centre

WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, MAY 7MAY 7
First Day of Final Exams

Study Night • 6:00 - 11:00 PM • Catholic Centre
Late Night Breakfast FREE • 9:30 PM • Magill

To have your campus-wide events included, send an e-mail to activities@monmouth.edu.  We do not list 
club or program meeting times in this schedule. •

A SEMESTER FAVORITE!!
LATE NIGHT BREAKFAST

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2008 
9:30 PM - 11:30 PM

COURTESY OF ARAMARK & STUDENT SERVICES

 On Thursday, April 24, the University hosted a Children to Work Day. The Outlook gave 
them a tour of the newsroom and had them participate in their weekly Viewpoint.

Trey, 1st grade, Gym and Recess
Luke, 1st grade, Health

Miles, 1st grade, Art and Gym
Aidan, 2nd grade, Art

Ashley, 2nd grade, Math
Johnny, 2nd grade, Gym
Harris, 3rd grade, Gym

Alyssa, 3rd grade, Language Arts
Harris, 3rd grade, Gym

Alyssa, 3rd grade, Language Arts
Joli, 3rd grade, Art and Social Studies
Andrew, 3rd grade, Gym and Recess
Rebecca, 3rd grade, Art, Gym and 

Music
Michael, 3rd grade, Recess

Brandon, 3rd grade, Art
Kyle, 3rd grade, Gym

Anita, 3rd grade, Recess 
David, 3rd grade, Drama

 Tristan, 6th grade, Gym
Jim, 6th grade, Gym

Elizabeth, 6th grade, Drama
Brian, 7th grade, Chorus

Lauren, 7th grade, Softball
JT, 7th grade, Gym

Claudia, 7th grade, Sports
Carlotte, 7th grade, Band

Bridget, 7th grade, Art
Kathleen, 8th grade, Science Lab

Anna, 4th grade, Math and
Walter, 4th grade, Gym

Marielle, 4th grade, Gym 
and Spanish

Walter, 4th grade, Gym
Regan, 4th grade,  Art and 

Gym
Brianne, 4th grade, Math 

and Art
Casey, 5th grade, Recess
Lauren, 5th grade, Gym

Alice, 5th grade,Art
Thank you for coming to visit us. We 
hope you enjoyed your day at MU!
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CLASS of 2008 
SENIOR WEEK

TICKETS WILL BE SOLD APRIL 10TH – APRIL 30TH AT THE OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES ON THE 
2ND FLOOR OF THE STUDENT CENTER. ONLY GRADUATING SENIORS MAY BUY TICKETS 
THROUGH APRIL 21ST. TICKETS FOR SENIOR WEEK ARE NON-REFUNDABLE AND CAN BE 

PURCHASED WITH CASH OR CHECK. TICKET PURCHASERS MUST SHOW PROPER ID. ALL TICKET 
PURCHASERS AND THEIR GUEST MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO ATTEND (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED). 

ONE GUEST PER STUDENT ID (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED). ONLY GRADUATING SENIORS MAY 
STAY IN THE RESIDENCE HALLS DURING SENIOR WEEK. 

Tuesday, May 13th

BAR A - $13
Spend time with friends, relax, and enjoy!!! All 
you can eat barbeque from 9:00 pm – 12:00 am. 
Shuttles to Bar A leave from the Student Center 

parking lot starting at 8pm. There will be 3 
shuttles running from 8:00 pm – 1:30am (last 

shuttle home). Shuttles hold 15 passengers each, 
so plan your return time from Bar A accordingly. 

Bar A will ID at the door. 

Wednesday, May 14th

MEDIEVAL TIMES - $45 
Step back in time for an afternoon of lunch and 

jousting fit for a king. Bus leaves at 10:45am from 
the Student Center parking lot. Due to limited
tickets, no guests will be allowed. (Under 21 

allowed).

OCEAN PLACE - $20 
Join the senior class for a barbeque dinner and 

bonfire on the beach (weather permitting--there is  
an indoor rain location for bbq) from 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm.  Two 15 passenger shuttles to Ocean 

Place leave the Student Center starting at 6:30pm 
and run through 10:30pm. Due to limited number 

of tickets, no guests are allowed. 

Thursday, May 15th

CASINO NIGHT - $20 
Spend 6 hours in Atlantic City!! This includes an 
$18 coin token to the Tropicana. The two busses 
will leave for Atlantic City at 2:00 pm from the 

Student Center parking lot. 

Friday, May 16th

SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE - $25 
Spend an exciting day at Six Flags!! The bus will 

leave Student Center for Six Flags at 10:30 am 
and will be leaving Six Flags at 6:00 pm.  Limited 

tickets, so get them early! (Under 21 allowed) 

Saturday, May 17th

SENIOR RECEPTION 
hosted by President and Mrs. Gaffney 

Semi-Formal-Free 
This is a semi-formal event being held at the 

Doherty House from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm (rain site 
TBA). Pre-registration required at the Office of

Student Activities. No guests allowed, because 
space is limited to the first 100 people to sign up. 

Sunday, May 18th

NYC TRIP - $12 
Come and enjoy the sights and sounds of New 

York City. The bus will leave for NYC at 11:45 
am from the Student Center parking lot and will 
be leaving NYC to return at 8:00pm. (Under 21 

allowed).

Monday, May 19th

JACKS
Spend one last night at Jacks, where everybody 

knows your name! Shuttle vans will be available 
at the Student Center parking lot from  

9:00 pm – 1:45am. There are two 15 passenger 
vans so plan your leave time from Jacks 
accordingly.  Jacks will ID at the door. 

If you have any questions, please call the Office of Student Activities (732) 571 - 3586 
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� BA in Environmental Studies

� BS in Marine Sciences

� BS in Marine Vertebrate Biology

� Fast-track MBA program in conjunction
with Stony Brook’s College of Business 

� Now offering a minor in Business

� Hands-on learning

� Active arts community

� Thriving student life

� Emphasis on environmental sustainability

� Cross-disciplinary approach

� Diverse research opportunities
� Great location

80 miles east of New York City in the heart of the Hamptons
50 miles east of Stony Brook campus

Now accepting transfer applications. 
Make an appointment for an on-site admission decision.

Call (631) 632-5035 or visit www.stonybrook.edu/southampton for more information.

Affordable Excellence
N.Y. State Tuition (per year) .......................................................... $4,350

Out-of-State Tuition (per year).................................................... $10,610

Room and Board (estimated per year)* .................................. $8,920

*Cost may vary depending on meal plan and housing options.

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 0803102

An Idea Whose Time Has Come
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S
Run! Don't walk!
To the Health Fair!

May First! Anacon Hall! 11-3!
Sponsored by The Office of Substance Awareness and

The Marjorie K Unterberg School of Nursing and Health Studies

Monmouth’s Hidden Traditions
CORI BUSCEMI

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Captain of the Men’s Varsity 
Soccer team – Angelo Amato 
– explains, “Every athlete has 
his or her own way of getting 
ready for each game. What 
people notice about athletes is 
that they can be very supersti-
tious on how they become pre-
pared for their game.”

Of course ‘the game’ is one 
of the most important parts of 
being on a sports team. Win-
ning and losing – preferably 
winning – are what make the 
team recognized. But the game 
is not always the most exhila-
rating part. Even for the die 
hard fans, there is so much 
more that goes into preparing 
for a game behind the scenes. 
Some call them traditions and 
some call them rituals, either 
way Monmouth University 
athletes speak out about their 
pre-game routines.

With 17 varsity sports teams 
such as Football, Baseball, Soft-
ball, Field Hockey, Lacrosse, 
and men’s and women’s Bas-
ketball, Cross Country, Golf, 
Soccer, Tennis and Track and 
Field; nine intramural sports 
teams such as Flag Football, 
Fantasy Football, Wiffl eball, 
Ultimate Frisbee, Dodgeball, 
Soccer, Basketball, Poker, and 
Volleyball; and fi ve club sports 
teams – Ice Hockey, Dance 
Team, Cheerleading, Sailing 
Club, and the Paintball Club – 
Monmouth University students 
and athletes alike should know 
a thing or two about school and 

team spirit.
Aside from the boring and 

expected response about prac-
tice makes perfect, many of 
our school’s athletes have su-
perstitious and funny rituals 
that they either perform alone 
before a game or as a group 
with their fellow team mem-
bers. MK Walsh, a Track and 
Field – Long and Triple Jump 
event sophomore explained, 
“The day before one of our 
meets - after practice - the ma-
jority of the sprint and jump 
squad were just sitting around 
making each other laugh and 
getting excited for the meet. 
We were making up freestyles 
and pretending to double dutch 
with an invisible rope, we even 
made up some silly dances. It 
seems like team bonding has 
helped our team compete bet-
ter this year as opposed to last 
year when there was none.”

Some of the Monmouth Uni-
versity Athletes’ traditions 
hold up to the true superstition 
of routine, but some are based 
on positive thinking. Christian 
Keller, a Track and Field senior 
said, “I always consider how 
hard I work during the week at 
practice, and I don’t want to let 
that hard work mean nothing 
at the end of the week when I 
compete.” Keller explained that 
his love for the sport keeps him 
energized throughout a meet. 
Keller also offered some ad-
vice. “Try to make sure you do 
not dwell on the past. I feel it is 
useless to be upset about a bad 
competition for so long because 
thinking about what you could 

have done differently then will 
not change the outcome. I al-
ways get ready mentally for 
the next meet after I compete 
– whether or not I do well.”

From inspirational to com-
mon sense, MU athletes seem 
to know what they are talking 
about when it comes to tradition. 

One senior on the Monmouth 
Cheerleading Squad, Kelly 
McCullough explains that her 
only tradition is to warm up 
before each game. Without re-
alizing it, McCullough held her 
own superstitious ritual before 
and during a game also. She 
threw in her quirky little tradi-
tion of always wearing “a dif-
ferent colored pair of bloomers 
– those underwear kinds of 
things – than everyone else...
just because I think they are a 
lucky pair.” 

Music plays a big part when 
it comes to getting pumped up 
for a game, match, or meet. 
Ronnie Randolph a Guard/
Forward from the Women’s 
Basketball team explains that 
her team gets together before a 
game and “freestyles to a beat 
and makes up funny raps” and 
went on to explain that they 
“sing ‘This Is Why I’m Hot’ 
by MIMS and jump around to-
gether.”

Emily Smith, a senior on the 
Tennis team, uses music to 
help her focus as well. Smith 
stated, “A good song for me is 
usually Tom Petty’s ‘I Won’t 
Back Down.’ I keep singing 
that in my head when I play 
also. I try not to get too hyper 
because then I lose my focus, it 

is better if I am calm and in the 
zone, so to speak.”

An indepth tradition from 
Amato went into specifi c de-
tails even down to how he gets 
dressed before a big soccer 
game. Amato explained, “Per-
sonally, the way I get ready for 
games starts the night before. 
Every night before a game I 
have two Gatorades before I go 
to bed. On game day I eat the 
same breakfast - frosted fl akes 
with two bananas. I shower 
two hours before the game, and 
get dressed in my uniform in a 
specifi c routine - starting with 
my shorts then right sock then 
left sock then right shoe and 
left shoe both tied a specifi c 
way, and lastly my shirt. When 
I listen to the music I’m dancin 
all over the place. I listen to 
the same songs in the same or-
der – mostly Rap (Lil Wayne) 
anything Weezy ‘cause he’s 
the greatest rapper alive…and 
Techno. I also say a prayer to 

myself to make me relaxed be-
fore I go out on the fi eld.”

Who could forget the most 
important person – or bird – to 
be found at all Monmouth Uni-
versity sporting events? None 
other than Monmouth Univer-
sity’s beloved mascot, Shadow 
the Hawk lets Monmouth stu-
dents in on his little rituals 
before a game. Shadow starts 
off before every game with a 
refreshing Red Bull to get him 
“extra pumped”, but he stated 
“I’m not advertising for them 
at all, I don’t discriminate 
against energy drinks.” Along 
with Red Bull, Shadow makes 
sure to drink a lot of water 
“because I am gonna s-w-e-a-
t!! Haha.” Shadow also brings 
his excitement into the crowd 
before and during games. “I 
tend to just act like a nut and 
get excited so I can get all the 
fans riled up. I like to look for 
the fans that are at every game 
– Shadow Nation – and mess 
with them a bit throughout the 
game.”

Some athletes realize the 
importance of focus and de-
termination to win the game. 
With this goal in mind, they 
keep to their own personal 
rituals and traditions. Al-
though they are different, 
they use these traditions in 
the same manner, towards 
the same goal. Amato stated, 
“These little things might 
seem crazy to some, but it’s 
what makes me relaxed and 
mentally focused on the task 
at hand; to win and nothing 
less.”

“Try to make sure you do not dwell 
on the past.”

CHRISTIAN KELLER
Athlete
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732-531-1250 
Call for appointment 
Walk-in services welcome 

82 Norwood Ave.  
On the corner of  Poplar and Norwood 
Second floor 
Deal, NJ 07723 

MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN STUDIO

Expires 05/21/08

10% OFF 
Any Service 

For First Time Clients Only 
MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN STUDIO 

Must Have Coupon to Receive Discount 

Medusa Hair Design Studio is a full service salon.   

We offer: Facials, Massage, Manicures, LCN, Pedicures, Eyelash Extensions,           
Cosmetic Application, Waxing, and Hair Design      

(Color, Highlights, Lowlights and Corrective Color).   

MEDUSA HAIR DESIGN
STUDIO

Come and experience our excellence, allow us to enhance your 
natural beauty.  

Are you ready for a transformation ? 

(732) 531-1250 

***Coupon excludes Ionic Straightener***
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Softball Goes Streaking with 6-0 Week

The Hawks were on a six game 
losing streak coming into their 
second game against Robert Mor-
ris last week. They escaped with 
a win and that may have been just 
the confi dence boost they needed. 
The Hawks came out this week and 
took two from St. Peters, Central 
Connecticut State, and Quinni-
piac respectively. The seven game 
win streak brings them to 19-21-1 
overall and an impressive 9-7 in 
the NEC.

Monmouth started their week in 
blowout fashion with a 12-2 victo-
ry over St. Peters in the fi rst game 
of their doubleheader. They then 
went on to squeak by with a 7-6 
victory in the second contest. The 
story of the day was centerfi elder 
Nichole Alvarez as she became 
the Monmouth Softball teams all 
time leader in stolen bases with 
an outstanding eighty fi ve and 
counting in her career. Alvarez 
also contributed with her bat go-
ing fi ve for six from the plate with 
a home run in each game against 
the Peahens. 

In the fi rst contest the blue and 
white recorded eleven hits in the 
game and scored at least a run in 
each inning they stepped up to 
the plate. The fi rst six hitters for 
Monmouth recorded all of their 

ANDREW SCHETTER
STAFF WRITER

eleven hits and were an impres-
sive eleven for nineteen from the 
plate. The Hawks has a strong ef-
fort from the circle as well as both 
pitchers Abby Martin, and Kris-
tine Sawlsville both had good out-
ings.

In the second game against the 
Peahens the Hawks were once 
again led by Alvarez who went 

four for four and had what would 
be the game winning hit in the 

sixth inning when she showed off 
her speed legging out an inside the 
park home run. She also recorded 
four of the seven runs batted in for 
Monmouth.

Kristine Sawlsville pitched a 
complete game for the Hawks. 
She gave up fi ve earned runs off 
of seven hits and walked fi ve as 
she recorded the victory. Kristine 

improved to 7-9 on the season. 
Monmouth then turned back to 

conference play on Saturday when 
they faced Central Connecticut.

In the fi rst contest Monmouth 
continued their hot streak with a 
3-1 victory. The Hawks got off to 
a good start early recording two of 
their three runs in the bottom of 
the fi rst off of a two run double by 
Jessica Nicola. That would end up 
being all the runs they needed in 
this game as Melissa Mehrer got 
the win in a complete game four 
hitter.

The second game started off 
poorly for Monmouth as they fell 
into a three nothing hole early. 
The blue and white were fi ghting 
for their playoff lives and started 
a come back in the bottom of the 
fourth inning when they crossed 
the plate three times and evened 
things up. CCSU to their credit 
came roaring back in the top of 
the sixth to take the 4-3 lead. In 
the bottom of the sixth the Hawks 
showed their hearts as senior out-
fi elder Gina Mignogna, played the 
role of hero as her two-RBI, triple 
gave Monmouth the 5-4 win and 
extended their win streak to fi ve 
games. Freshman reliever Abby 
Martin got the win as she pitched 
1.2 hitless innings for Monmouth 
and gave Mignogna the chance to 
hit the walk off for her team.

In a quick turn around from 
their big wins on Saturday the 
softball team returned to action 

Sunday afternoon against Quin-
nipiac where they again recorded 
a sweep in their doubleheader. In 
the fi rst game the blue and white 
defeated Quinnipiac 7-4. The 
table was once again set by Alva-
rez who went 2-4 and crossed the 
place twice for Monmouth. Nora 
Bosmans, Emily DeLong, and 
Lee Simonetti all also recorded 
two hits in the contest and each 
scored runs for the Hawks.  Me-
lissa Mehrer once again pitched 
a complete game as she allowed 
only one earned run on four hits, 
and walked four to lead the Hawks 
to victory.

In their fi nal game of the week 
Monmouth won a 6-2 contest. The 
pitching duo of Sawlsville and 
Martin once again paid dividends 
for the Hawks as together they al-
lowed only two runs off of eight 
hits in the game. Alvarez worked 
three walks and scored each time 
she got on the bases. Bosmans 
earned three RBI’s on her two hits 
in the game as well. 

The softball teams winning 
streak has allowed them to control 
their own destiny and if they can 
record yet another sweep against 
St. Peters this weekend they will 
go into the NEC tournament as the 
number three seed. They will also 
be on a nine game winning streak 
a team no one will want to face 
come playoff time.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Gina Mignogna produced the game-winning two-RBI triple in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning to give the Hawks the 5-4 win over visiting CCSU.

Hawks sweep NEC foes St.Peter’s, CCSU, and Quinnipiac to cap undefeated stretch

Baseball’s Streak Ended at 11
The Blue and White post 5-1 week but lose at CCSU in fi nal game of series

ERIC WALSH
SPORTS EDITOR

During their 11 game winning 
streak the baseball team relied on 

its young players to carry the of-
fense.  But in this passed week, 
it was a senior who put up strong 
numbers to lead the Hawks to fi ve 
wins in six games, all of which 
came on the road, continuing the 
dominance Monmouth has shown 
in the NEC this season.

Monmouth secured wins over 
Rider and St. Peter’s before win-
ning 3 of 4 at CCSU with the help 
of senior shortstop Kyle Higgins.  
The vet batted .462 last week to 
help propel the offensive numbers 
over the fi ve win span.  For his per-
formance the upperclassman was 
named the Akadema/Northeast 
Conference Player of the Week, 
as announced by league offi cials 
on Monday.   The shortstop is the 
only repeat winner of the award 
this season, as he garners his third 
NEC POW honor. 

Higgins also became a member 

of the Monmouth 200-hit club last 
week, joining seven other Hawks 
on the list.  The veteran was the 
fastest player in MU history to 
reach 200 hits, as he is only a ju-

nior with regards to athletic eligi-
bility.  Higgins only needed 154 
games to reach the milestone.  He 
went 12-for-26 with seven RBI in 
six games.  The shortstop was able 
to get a hit and score in each of 
Monmouth’s fi rst fi ve games last 
week and accumulated a .464 on-
base percentage.  Higgins scored a 
total of six runs during the week, 
including a highly important in-
surance run in the bottom of the 
sixth inning during Monmouth’s 
9-8 victory over Central Connect-
icut State on April 26.

The infi elder also slugged .731 
with a double and two home runs.  
He reached base in all fi ve plate 
appearances, which included four 
hits, in the 8-3 fi rst win of the 
week over Rider.  In the next game 
against St. Peter’s, Higgins helped 
Monmouth to a 12-5 rout of the 
Peacocks by driving in four runs 

which included one home run. 
On the season Higgins is batting 

a stellar .385, leading the Blue and 
White in batting average.  He also 
leads the team in runs scored on 
the season with 36.

During Monmouth’s six game 
week the team batted .320, while 
MU pitchers only allowed 20 
runs.  The Blue and White to-
taled 21 extra-base hits including 
14 doubles, a triple, and six home 
runs.  The lone triple added to the 
season total of 14, which is only 
three shy of the Monmouth single 
season record of 17 set by the 1998 
Hawks squad.   

With only 12 games to go in the 
season before the Northeast Con-
ference Tournament begins, the 
Hawks have complete control of 
their own destiny.  Monmouth is 
in fi rst place in the NEC with an 
impressive 14-2 record, with sec-
ond place CCSU four games back.  
The Hawks, who are 28-10 overall 
also have a chance to break the 
single-season wins record of 36, 
which was reached by the 2007 
squad.  MU has now won at least 
22 games in a season for the 13th 

straight year.  The team also has 
a chance to fi nish undefeated at 
home this year, a feat that is not 
easy to come by over a nearly fi fty 
game season.

This year’s team was also able 
to put together two lengthy win 
streaks.  In the fi rst, spanning from 
March 16 to April 12, the Blue and 
White strung together 15 wins.  
The team went on to win another 
11 games following their lone 4-3 
loss at the hands of Wagner.  Since 
its 2-8 start, the Hawks have gone 
26-2, dominating their opponents 
while hitting a league best .314, 
and scoring a league high 277 
runs.  In its 16 NEC games this 
year the Hawks have outscored 
their opponents 116-30.  The squad 
has also recorded an ERA of 1.97 
in league play, which puts them in 
fi rst in the NEC.

In its fi nal 12 games, Monmouth 
plays host in eight of them.  Only 
one of Monmouth’s fi nal 12 games 
is not an NEC affair.  The Hawks 
will begin their third to last week 
of the season with a game at Rut-
gers on Wednesday, April 30, fol-
lowed by a four games series with 

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Justin Esposito earned his ninth save of the season in Monmouth’s 
9-8 game three victory over CCSU.

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Sports Information

Paul Bottigliero drove in both runs for the Hawks in their 2-0 win in 
game one against CCSU.

Mount St. Mary’s beginning on 
Friday, May 2.

 Baseball 
Remaining 
Schedule

4/20 at
Rutgers

3:30

5/2 - 5/4*
MSMU

*Each has 
different time

5/9 - 5/11*
FDU

*Each has 
different time

5/16 - 5/18* at
Long Island
*Each has 

different time

5/22 - 5/24 at
NEC Tournament
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A Word on Sports
Why Sports Matters

ALEXANDER TRUNCALE
STAFF WRITER

Keller Impresses 
at Penn Relays

PRESS RELEASE

For Hett, There’s No Place 
Like the B-ball Court

TYLER CORBIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

All year, I’ve been writ-
ing about different sports 
topics in this space every 
week.  Sometimes, com-
ing up with a topic to write 
about is tough, while other 
times, topics fall right into 
my lap.  Such was the case 
this week, when someone 
asked me if sports actually 
matters in the grand scheme 
of things, or if sports overall 
has become one gang of ab-
surdly overpaid players vy-
ing against one another.

The cynic would, of 
course, say the latter, but the 
purest would say that while 
professional sports contracts 
have gotten out of control, 
the games themselves are 
important to our society.

Sure, some people sneer 
at sports, but others know 
better, and sports fans un-
derstand the power of what 
each game brings.  Sports 
played a large part in our 
nation’s emotional recovery 
from the attacks of 9/11.  Ir-
respective of whether you 
are a Yankees or Mets fan 
(or not even a baseball fan 
at all), everyone remem-
bers Mike Piazza’s famous 
game-winning homerun 
on September 21st, 2001 
against the Atlanta Braves, 
which sent all 40,000 people 
in Shea Stadium into frenzy, 
just 10 days after the attacks 
on the World Trade Center.  

For just a brief moment in 
time, the city of New York 
forgot about the massive pile 
of wreckage in Battery Park 
and welcomed the chance to 
focus on a children’s game.

I would also make the ar-
gument that sports matters 
because they teach us the 
important lessons in life.  In 
life, just as in sports, there 
are winners and losers.  
Sometimes, we as humans 
succeed, and other times we 
fall on our face.  No one has 
had total success in their 
lives, and the same is true 
in sports.  Every team fails 
at some point.  Every person 
fails at some point.  

But that’s OK.
In sports, a team, af-

ter one loss, or ten losses, 
can bounce back and pick 
up a victory.  And in life, 
when we fail, we can pick 
ourselves up, and have the 
chance to succeed.  Because, 
in life, as well as in sports, 
there is no challenge that is 
too daunting, and nothing is 
impossible.  If Buster Doug-
lass can KO Mike Tyson, if 
Boise State can beat Oklaho-
ma, and if Eli Manning can 
throw two touchdown passes 
in the fourth quarter of a Su-
per Bowl against a team that 
hadn’t lost a game all year, 
then, arguably, no realistic 
goal in unattainable.  

One thing I’ve learned as 
an English major is that great 
writers have always been in-

spired by those who have 
come before them.  Athletes 
are no are different.  Al-
though in the pros you play 
for pay, many, if not all, 
were inspired at some point 
in their lives by athletes 
that they grew up watch-
ing on television.  For ex-
ample, many current NFL 
running backs claim they 
were inspired by the late, 
great Walter Peyton.  And 
like athletes, I’m confi dent 
we can all point to someone 
in our own lives that has in-
spired us.  

Yes.  Sports does mat-
ter.  And yes, I will admit, 
sports are fi lled with whin-
ers, cheaters, criminals, and 
crybabies.  But, then again, 
life is fi lled with those un-
pleasant people, as well.

****
In sports, a wise athlete 

knows when its time to 
walk away from the game; 
in life, a wise man knows 
when its time to move on.  
I’ve received nothing but 
positive feedback on my “A 
Word on Sports” column 
throughout the year and I 
hope my goal of combining 
a sports column with face-
tious whit provided a modi-
cum of entertainment on a 
weekly basis.  But despite 
the accolades, this will be 
my fi nal piece of writing 
for this newspaper.  Noth-
ing else needs to be said.

“Now your Monmouth Univer-
sity Hawks starting point guard, 
James Hett.”

As the Boylan Gymnasium 
crowd roars and the band blasts, 
players start fi dgeting and getting 
anxious for the battle that’s about 
to begin on the court.

But not freshman James Hett. 
He’s as comfortable on the court 
as he is sitting on his couch at 
home.

“Whenever I step onto the court, 
I feel like this is exactly where I’m 
supposed to be,” he said. “Every-
one has some place where they are 
most comfortable. For me, it’s a 
basketball court.”

And it shows. Hett recently 
wrapped up a season that saw him 
rank fi rst in assists among fresh-
men in the 11-team North East 
Conference (NEC).

“My court vision ... helps me 
get the ball to my teammates in 
positions to score,” said Hett, who 
likens his game to the pass fi rst, 
shoot second mentality of NBA 
stars Steve Nash and Jason Kidd. 
“I get more joy out of making a 
score pass than actually scoring 
the basket.”

During the past season, Hett 
also pitched in fi ve points and 
three rebounds per game, while 
starting all 31 contests. In a Feb-
ruary game against Quinnipiac, 

he scored a team-high 19 points 
while dishing out six assists.  Not 
bad for a fi rst year of Division I 
college basketball.

But it defi nitely wasn’t a cake 
walk, either. Monmouth strug-
gled, fi nishing the regular season 
at 7-23 and 4-14 in conference 
play in a four way tie for last in 
the conference. Like many of his 
young teammates, Hett experi-
enced growing pains.

“Being 6’0” limits what I can do 
on the court,” said the 175-pound 
Hett, who is often the smallest 
player on the court. “In college, 
many of the players are 6’5” and 
taller. This makes it diffi cult for 
me to see the court and get my 
shots off.”

The college game is also much 
more demanding than high school, 
Hett added.

“As a freshman, I didn’t real-
ize the commitment level neces-
sary to be a top player in Division 
1 basketball,” he said. “In high 
school, you have more days to rest 
your body in between practices 
and games. In college, you can go 
almost two weeks straight without 
a day off.”

Now that he has a year under his 
belt, Hett hopes to establish him-
self as one of the best point guards 
in the NEC. Things are also look-
ing up for his team, which returns 
all its players next season. The 19-
year-old fi gures to play a big role 
in the rebuilding of the program, 

which usually competes for the 
conference title.

Hett, of State Island, N.Y., came 
to Monmouth after starring at 
Monsignor Farrell, where he lead 
his high school to four Staten Is-
land championship games. The 
team won three straight, before 
relinquishing its title in his fi nal 
season. As a senior in 2007, he 
won the Jacques Award, given to 
the best player on Staten Island. 
He was also a two-time Staten 
Island Advanced All-Star and 
named as two-time Daily News 
All-Star.

Hett said he picked up basket-
ball from going to games of his 
two older sisters, Stephanie, now 
27, and Lindsay, 23.

Off the court, Hett tries to get 
back to being a normal 18 year-
old college student. 

“I like to do all the same things 
normal college students do,” says 
Hett.

Hett’s major is undeclared at the 
moment, but his career plans in-
clude basketball.

“I would love to play in the 
NBA,” he said, “but I would also 
love to play overseas in Italy, 
Greece, Spain, and Australia. Af-
ter playing basketball overseas for 
a few years, I would love to come 
back and coach high school bas-
ketball. I would also love to start a 
summer basketball clinic to teach 
young kids the fundamentals of 
basketball.”

Monmouth senior thrower 
Christian Keller won the discus 
on the second day of the Penn Re-
lays, capping off a successful day 
for the Hawks at the nation’s most 
prestigious track meet.

The senior’s throw of 173’ was 
fi rst in the Men’s College Divi-
sion and qualifi ed him for the 
NCAA East Regionals later in 
the year.  Keller also registered a 
fourth place fi nish in the College 
Division of shot put (54’ 8”) while 
freshman Tom Ciccoli took second 
in the Eastern division of the shot 
put with his throw of 53’ 9”.

The men’s 4x400 relay squad fi n-
ished second in their section with 
a time of 3:15.54.  Jason Kelsey, 
Reggie McLeod, Pat McCarney 
and Chris Vuono competed in the 
event for the Hawks.  Monmouth’s 
4x100 relay team Kelsey and Chris 
Tawio fi nished with a time of 
42.15.

The women’s 4x200 relay team 
of Michelle Losey, Crystal Stein, 
Brittany Gibbs and Illiana Black-
shear ran a time of 1:41.48, which 
is the second fastest time in school 
history.

Monmouth alumni Bobby Smith 
took second in the Olympic Devel-
opment division of the javelin with 
his throw of 236’ 3”.

Ed Skowronski took fourth place 
in the hammer throw at the Penn 
Relays, throwing 61.99 m (203’4”), 
which is believed to be among the 
top fi ve throws in school history. 
Skowronski’s fourth-place fi nish 
comes 40 years after Augie Zilin-
car III won the hammer throw at 
the Penn Relays in 1968, setting 
the meet record in the process.

The rest of the Hawks were at 
Lehigh this weekend, where Chris 
Keller won three events, including 
the shot put with a toss of 54’ 3 ¼ 
“ and assistant coach Devin Barry 
won the 110 hurdles in a time of 

15.21.2. Vincent Elardo took sec-
ond to Keller in the shot put, while 
Kollan Reevey claimed second 
in the long jump. The tandem of 
Keller and Elardo would fi nish 
1-2 in two other events as well. 
Keller won the discus with a toss 
of 179’2”, which is a new school 
record, while Elardo was second 
with an IC4A-qualifying toss of 
162’3”, which is a new freshman 
record. Tom Ciccoli took sixth in 
the event, while Shawn Sabo was 
ninth.

“We had great performances 
for three days at Penn, and more 
excellent efforts at Lehigh,” said 
head coach Joe Compagni.

Keller also won the hammer with 
a heave of 173’11”, while Elardo 
was right behind him throwing 
168’11’’, which is a new freshman 
record, breaking Skowronski’s 
previous mark for newcomers. 
Sabo fi nished ninth in the event.

Shawn Sabo took fourth in the 
shot put with a toss of 51’ 5 ¾” 
and Bill Doherty came in fourth 
in the 800 in a time of 1:56.8. Yas-
ser Barr was right behind Doherty 
in the 800, placing fi fth in 1:57.55, 
while Michael Smith was sixth in 
the javelin. Reevey and Chris Tan-
zola grabbed a pair of eighth-place 
fi nishes in the high jump and 110 
hurdles, respectively.

On the women’s side, Tiffany 
Hahn and Mary Wilks went 1-2 in 
the javelin as Hahn won the event 
with a toss of 134’8” and Wilks 
was second with a throw of 128’3”. 
Kelly Dantley came in third in 
the high jump, jumping 5’3” and 
Shannon Rogers was fourth with a 
jump of 4’11”. 

Jen Swan claimed two fi fth-
place fi nishes in the long jump and 
triple jump, while Dantley was 
fi fth in the shot put with a throw of 
37’10”. Laura Myers was sixth in 
the pole vault with a leap of 10’6” 
and Aracelis Lantigua was eighth 
in the 800, running 2:22.  






