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Former President Jimmy Carter helps firsthand with rebuilding and renovating homes in Union Beach 
during the 30th Annual Carter Work Project.

Faculty, students, family mem-
bers and other honored guests 
celebrated the University’s 80th 
anniversary of its founding on 
Wednesday Oct. 9 in Pollack The-
atre.

 “What a wonderful 80 years,” 
said President Dr. Paul R Brown. 
Not only was he celebrating the 
University’s founding but he was 
also celebrating his first Founders’ 
Day as President of the University. 
He said that he was honored and 
humbled to be the new president.

The Founders’ Day Convoca-
tion Ceremony took place in Pol-
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President Dr. Paul R. Brown (left) talks to a volunteer (right) while 
renovating homes for Habitat for humanity.

lak Theatre, followed by a reception 
in Wilson Hall. Prior to the ceremo-
ny, faculty members, student leaders 
and other guests were invited to a 
lunch in Wilson 
Hall. During this 
time, everyone 
was welcomed 
by Brown to the 
University. 

The Convo-
cation Address 
is delivered by 
a guest selected 
by the University each year. This 
year the speaker selected was Mary 
Ann Christopher, the President and 
CEO of the Visiting Nurse Service 

of New York (VNSNY). 
Christopher spoke to the audi-

ence on behalf of VNSNY and went 
into depth about the history of the 

University and where it is today. 
“Pause and reflect on the tradition of 
Monmouth,” she said.

Christopher was also given an 

honorary degree during the ceremo-
ny. Even though Christopher did not 
graduate from the University, Carol 
Stillwell, trustee, presented her 

with the honor 
and said, “[You 
are] officially 
an alumnus of 
Monmouth Uni-
versity.” Before 
Christopher was 
given her hon-
orary degree, 
Brown said that 

she was at the ceremony to “inspire 
us.”

Christopher said, “… I really just 
can’t believe that I’m getting this 

honorary doctorate today and I’m 
just really humbled.  It means ev-
erything to me.”

Christopher lives in Avon By 
The Sea, NJ with her husband 
and four children. She said that 
because her home is in Avon By 
The Sea that most of her career 
was spent in Monmouth County, 
therefore, she “[feels] a strong af-
finity to the county.”

Receiving another award dur-
ing the Founders’ Day Convoca-
tion Ceremony was Brian Han-
lon. 

Former President Jimmy Cart-
er and his wife Rosalynn showed 
their humanitarian efforts in 
Union Beach during a joint ef-
fort with Habitat for Humanity 
and the 30th annual Carter Work 
Project, to help build and repair 
homes ravaged by Superstorm 
Sandy almost one year ago.

Union Beach, like many other 
towns along New Jersey’s coast-
line, suffered significant dam-
age as a result of the storm, the 

Habitat for Humanity website 
explains. Over 80 percent of 
the town’s homes were affected 
by flooding, while more than 50 
were completely washed away 
during the storm and another 200 
were leveled in the months that 
followed.

Today, 500 families still remain 
displaced and the entire town 
continues to struggle to move past 
the disaster, according to the web-
site. The Carter’s involvement 
with Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national, a non-governmental and 

non-profit organization, began in 
1984 when the 39th president led 
a work group to New York City to 
help renovate a six-story building 
with 19 families in need of decent, 
affordable shelter.

According to Habitat’s web-
site, the Carter family has been 
committed to Habitat ever since. 
Through the Jimmy & Rosalynn 
Carter Work Project, an inter-
nationally recognized event, the 

President Dr. Paul R. Brown vol-
unteered for Habitat for Human-
ity International (HFHI) alongside 
former President Jimmy Carter, his 
wife, Rosalynn, some University 
students, and 650 other volunteers 
on Saturday, Oct. 12.

The Carter couple worked with 
HFHI for the 30th annual Jimmy 
and Rosalynn Carter Work Project 
in Union Beach, which took please 
between Thursday, Oct. 10 and 

Saturday, Oct. 12, to help renovate 
and rebuild homes that suffered de-
struction from Superstorm Sandy in 
2012.

HFHI is an independent, nonprof-
it Christian housing ministry that 
builds houses for people in need, 
then sells the houses to homeowner 
partners through non-profit loans. 
Because homes are built primarily 
by volunteers, mortgage payments 
are reasonably lower than they 

“Pause and reflect on the             
tradition of Monmouth.”

MARY ANN CHRISTOPHER
The President and CEO of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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The Role Religion Plays in a College Student’s Life
CHRISTOPHER ORLANDO

MANAGING EDITOR

During college, students are ad-
vised to participate in unique expe-
riences by taking distinctive classes, 
joining new groups and taking part 
in religious experiences, but the 
question is posed: How religious of 
a campus is the University?

Dr. George Gonzalez, assistant 
professor of philosophy, religion, 
and interdisciplinary studies, said 
that the term “religion” has multiple 
definitions.

Gonzalez said, “At this time in a 
student’s life, [students] are given the 
tools to be critical of everything in-
cluding one’s faith.”

According to Gonzalez, some 
of the effects religion has on a stu-
dent are: reevaluation of a student’s 
view of the world, criticism of one’s 
religion, or help with strengthening 
faith.

Father William Lago, Catholic 
Chaplain, said that there are 4,700 
undergraduate students and 2,630 
identify themselves as Catholics. 
However, those numbers do not 
match up with attendance at Catho-
lic Campus Ministry events.

Lago said that for Ash Wednes-
day mass, there were approximately 
300 students, however, in contrast, 
for daily mass there are only three 
students that attend, only 12 that at-
tend Thursday night socials that the 
Catholic Campus Ministry runs, and 
10 for the Lent retreat this year.

Lago said that only 28 students at-
tend Sunday mass regularly, which is 

Founders’ Day Looks Back on University’s Past Successes 
Founders’ Day from pg. 1

Hanlon graduated from the Uni-
versity in 1988 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Art Education and was the 
captain of the men’s cross country 
team, along with being involved in 
The Outlook and other school ac-
tivities. He is currently a sculptor 
with over 300 public and private art 
pieces. 

Two of his sculptures can be 
found on campus, the “Involved Stu-
dent” (located in Erlanger Gardens) 
and the Hawk sculpture (located in 
front of the Multipurpose Activities 
Center). “Involved Student” was an 
inspiration from his wife, Michele 
Adamkowski, who graduated in 
1990 and was a “soccer stand-out” 
during her college career at the Uni-
versity.

Judith Cerciello, 1996 graduate 
and trustee, presented Hanlon with 
the Distinguished Alumni Award 
and said, “You believe art has the 
power to heal and transform.”

 Hanlon’s speech after receiv-
ing his award was more personal 
and emotional. He said, “By far my 
greatest creations are my family.” 

less than one percent of the students 
who are described as Catholics.

Lago explained how the students 
that attend these events are devoted 
believers and important to the cam-
pus community.

“The students who attend are ab-
solutely present to the prayer expe-
rience.  They pay attention and take 
their faith seriously and also with 
great sense of humor/personality.  
They engage in their faith and make 
great comments and have great in-
sights,” said Lago.

Lago said that according to statis-
tics from Vice President Mary Ann 
Nagy, 56 percent of students identify 
themselves as Catholics but are not 
active with the Campus Ministry. In 
Lago’s former college, he said that 
religious groups used to plan their 
events very carefully because other 
groups would need the chapel as 
well. He also said, at the other col-
lege, there used to be a committee of 
all faiths to discuss that assisted with 
the scheduling of events. He does 
not see the same issue here. 

Lago said, “MU does not have 
such a committee, nor do I know 
of any other religious groups using 
Withey Chapel. Therefore, it does 
not appear to be a religious commu-
nity in these respects.”

Lago believes that religion should 
be important to college students be-
cause this is the time in a person’s 
life where their purpose and exis-
tence is questioned. This is referred 
to as the “adult appropriation of the 
faith,” according to Lago.

“Religion has the effect of ground-

ing the college student in objective 
truth, helping them celebrate the gift 
of their life, religion has the effect of 
defining the identity of the college 
student, guiding their development 
as a self-less transcendent human 
person, helping them discern and 
make appropriate decisions, and re-
ligion can have the effect of helping 
a college student heal after serious 
life-events [that caused] harm/dam-
age,” said Lago.

Eryn Siddall, junior psychology 
major, is a member of the Catholic 
Campus Ministry and feels that ev-
eryone is very welcoming when it 
comes to religion but also feels that a 
lot of students do not attend religious 
events out of fear of being judged.

“I think many students are afraid 
to open up about their faith because 
they don’t want to be judged by their 
friends or seem weird,” said Siddall.

Siddall continues, “I think if 
people were more accepting to reli-
gious practices on campus it would 
be a lot easier for people to get more 
involved. Not that I’m saying people 
don’t accept other’s religions, but I 
think it needs to be more acceptable 
for students to join religious clubs 
and to not feel uncomfortable in any 
way about doing so.”

Rilee Licht, junior creative writ-
ing major, is a Jewish student who 
feels the University is open to all 
religions but feels that religion is a 
topic that no one really talks about.

“MU seems like an understand-
ing campus but for some reason the 
talk about any other religion isn’t 
around,” said Licht.

Reem Alsalman, junior biol-
ogy major and Vice President of the 
Muslim Students Association, is 
proud of her beliefs and wears her 
head scarf every day, which in Islam 
is a symbol of modesty. She said that 
she is asked by multiple members of 
the University community about the 
head dress and other aspects of her 
religion.

“Students, professors and even 
employees have approached me 
about my religion, but not in a rude 
or aggressive way. Rather, they were 
curious and interested about why 
I wore it and what it symbolized; 
many even complemented the way it 
looked,” said Alsalman.

Kevin Holton, junior English ma-
jor, does not associate with any reli-
gious group but believes in the five 
pillars of Buddhism, which he prac-
tices. He said that being Buddhist 
has not affected his life drastically 
but does keep him centered espe-
cially when he is stressed. One of the 
advantages, Holton said, is media-
tion which helps him control stress 
and anxiety.

Holton said that the University as 
a whole is not religious but he has 
met many students with different re-
ligious backgrounds.

Holton said, “I’ve met plenty of 
Atheists and Agnostics, just as I 
know a lot of members of other reli-
gions, though there is a strong Chris-
tian base.”

He continued, “Monmouth Uni-
versity is a very diverse and open 
environment that allows religion to 
express itself without the faculty or 

students really committing to one 
religion or another. We’re not a reli-
gious community so much as we are 
an accepting one.”

Mara Ciga, junior marine and 
environmental biology and policy 
major, is an active member of the 
Jewish community on campus. She 
believes one of the main reasons for 
lack of religious participation is that 
there is no one to force a student to 
attend religious services.

“I think a main reason that not so 
many people are so vocal about their 
religious affiliations are because 
when you are young at home, your 
parents are the ones who make you 
go to church or temple, and you kind 
of just go because you have to,” said 
Ciga.

Harmony Bailey, junior history 
major, is Protestant Christian but be-
lieves that the University is mainly 
composed of Catholics and Jewish 
students. 

Bailey said, “I have not met any-
one else who is Protestant, only 
Catholic or Jewish. I’m open and 
welcoming towards all faiths and 
walks of life. I just wish there was 
more people who are open about 
their faith.”

Bailey said she has no issue with 
how people talk or spread their per-
sonal beliefs but does believe people 
are hesitant to be open about it in 
college in general.

“Generally speaking I think most 
college students try to hide their re-
ligious tendencies in order to blend 
in or avoid confrontation with other 
religious groups,” said Bailey.

He spoke about his time spent at 
the University and creating his first 
sculptor in his dorm room.

When asked how Hanlon felt 
about receiving this award, he said 
he was humbled and excited. “This 
school helped me change my life and 
the direction of my life ...” Hanlon’s 
daughter Maggie Hanlon is current-
ly a freshman at the University and 
on the cross country team. 

Brown opened the ceremony but 
Robert Sculthorpe, 1963 graduate 
and Chair of the Board of Trustees, 
welcomed the audience attending 
Founders’ Day. He explained how 
the University has become strong 
since Hurricane Sandy and how it 
helped victims. He continued to say 
that “80 years may sound like an 
eternity but [that] makes Monmouth 
University a young institution.”

Sculthorpe said, things about the 
University have changed compared 
to when it was first around but the 
“important things remained the 
same.” He also said that he knows 
those traditional ideals will be nur-
tured by Brown. “The Monmouth 
story is still unfolding and the best 
is yet to be written,” said Sculthorpe. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

From left to right, Robert Sculthrope, Mary Ann Christopher, Brian Hanlon and President Dr. Paul R. 
Brown all spoke at the Founder’s Day Convocation Ceremony. Christopher and Hanlon were honored by 
the University at the ceremony as well.
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Honoring of Indian Poet Brings Diversity to Campus
JESSICA ROBERTS

ASSISTANT POLITICS EDITOR

University Joins Efforts with Habitat for Humanity
Habitat from pg. 1

would normally be. The homes 
also offer a zero percent interest 
rate. Habitat homeowners must in-
vest hundreds of hours in “sweat 
equity,” or time spent building their 
own home.

J. Carter said, “One of the most 
difficult things in life is breaking 
down the barrier of folks who have 
everything and folks who don’t 
have much. It’s not an easy thing 
to do because we naturally associ-
ate with other folks like us [with 
the] same color skin, same schools, 
[and] same establishments. We can 
cross that divide… And that is the 
essence of Habitat.”

J. Carter and R. Carter commit-
ted to working with Habitat for 
Humanity International (HFHI) 
in 1984 and formed the Jimmy & 
Rosalynn Carter Work Project as 
an extension of their religious com-
mitment. In the 30 years since, the 
Carter Work Project has become an 
internationally recognized event.

“Literally, the Carters put Habi-
tat on the map. They got on that 
bus [in 1984] and came up to build 
in New York City,” said Jonathan 
Reckford, Chief Executive Officer 
of HFHI. 

The Carters have been building 
affordable houses with HFHI in 
the U.S. and 14 other countries in-
cluding South Africa, South Korea, 
Hungary, and Mexico. 

Brown said the Carters and their 
devotion to humanitarian efforts 
are inspiring. “It makes me think 
harder as to what I want to do for 
community service,” he said.

Volunteers took a shuttle to the 
check-in site at approximately 6:15 
am. About an hour later, volunteers 
scattered to various work sites and 
continued to work until 4:30 pm. 

Located on Prospect Avenue 
in Union Beach, the house that J. 
Carter and Brown helped build 
was known by HFHI volunteers as 
House number 15. For Elmer Lam-
berson, House number 15 was the 
home he grew up in, the house he 
raised his family in, and the site of 
where he stood for over three hours 
holding the door to prevent Super-
storm Sandy’s flood waters from 
invading the doorway.

“I lived here my whole life. I 
wasn’t afraid of water, but now 
I am,” said Lamberson, who has 
been actively building his new 
house with the help of HFHI for 
about a month. 

Lamberson did not leave his 

house as Sandy swept the coast of 
the Jersey Shore. He was eventually 
evacuated from his home to Fort 
Monmouth and his house was com-
pletely knocked down.

According to HFHI of Monmouth 
County Board President, Nancy 
Doran, 80 percent of the service 
area in Union Beach was affected 
by Superstorm Sandy with over 
$75 billion in damages, making the 
storm the second most costly hur-
ricane in United States history after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

“If I didn’t do [HFHI] I would 
still be sitting in Fort Monmouth… 
The government didn’t do enough. 
They gave too much money to the 
boardwalk instead of the people.”

Lamberson who was unable to 
obtain a $150,000 grant from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to help rebuild his home 
because his name was misspelled 
on the application – a mistake he 
blames on the government.

Lamberson now has a 30 year 
mortgage with payments of $200 a 
year. His new house is elevated 14 
feet off of the ground, as required 
by the state.

J. Carter, on the other hand, did 
not have negative thoughts about 
Governor Chris Christie and his 
recovery efforts. “I was filled with 
admiration for what he did,” Carter 
said. “I think he’s been a very ef-
fective governor, both taking care 
of New Jersey’s deficit and helping 
the people injured after the storm.”

Lamberson thanks HFHI for al-
lowing him to live a normal life 
once again. “It will be nice to see 
all of the other people around here 
be normal again, too,” he added. 

According to HabitatNEMC.org, 
a selection committee chooses the 
homeowners based on their need 
and ability to repay the loan as well 
as on their willingness to work on 
their own home. A typical appli-
cant earns between $35,000 and 
$72,000 annually and is provided a 
partner to make the transition as a 
homeowner easier. 

“Habitat provides these partner 
families with a hand-up, not a hand 
out so they can become homeown-
ers not through charity, but through 
hard work,” as stated by Habi-
tatNEMC.org.

Only two families are currently 

living on Prospect Avenue next to 
Lamberson. A majority of the other 
houses on the street are either still 
vacant, in need of repair, or are up 
for sale. Jessica Walling, neighbor 
of Lamberson said, “It is very good 
that HFHI is helping our neigh-
bors... I appreciate it. It will be nice 
to finally have neighbors.”

Brown was saddened that the 
devastation of Sandy is still ap-
parent almost a year later, but ex-
cited for the opportunity to make 
a difference and help out the local 
communities. “[Being involved] is 
essential,” he said. “Monmouth is 
a part of the community and the 
community is a part of Monmouth. 
So we absolutely have to work to-
gether.”

“I am so proud of the University’s 
involvement with this project,” add-
ed Brown. He noted that students 
and employees raised money for the 
project through Hawk TV’s “Rock 
‘n Relief” concert, and Public Re-
lations Student Society of America 
(PRSSA) students worked hard on 
marketing and fundraising for the 
project. “The campus community 
really came together to make this 
Habitat for Humanity event a huge 
success and help the Union Beach 
community,” said Brown

Sheila McAllister, assistant pro-
fessor of communication, volun-
teered throughout the weekend 
alongside her student members of 
the University’s chapter of PRSSA. 
“What a wonderful organization to 

work for,” she said. McAllister as-
sisted media-related aspects of the 
event through Twitter use.

Jennifer Sneed, public rela-
tions coordinator for the HFHI 
Monmouth County 30th Annual 
Carter Work Project said, “We hit 
volunteer capacity for the week 
with all the slots filling up. The out-
pouring of assistance from so many 
people was incredible.” 

Sneed highlighted that though 
there has been much progress to re-
build after Superstorm Sandy, there 
is still so much more to do, and 
many people still displaced who are 
in need of additional help.

“Working with Habitat along 
with former President Carter and 
President Brown is a great experi-
ence. Everyone makes me feel so 
welcome,” said Sophia Nappi, se-
nior public relations major. “I truly 
feel what these families are feeling, 
and I am honored to be able to be a 
part of their recovery process.”

HFHI has built more than 
500,000 homes, providing shelter 
to more than 2.5 million people 
around the world. 

“Our nation is faced with a lot 
of crises in politics, in finance, in 
economics… but, America has a 
way of producing citizens who can 
repair any kind of damage and meet 
any kind of challenge and over-
come any kind of obstacle and an-
swer any kind of difficult question. 
And that is the beauty of Habitat,” 
said Mr. Carter.

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

President Dr. Paul R. Brown takes a group shot with members 
of PRSSA, The Outlook, The Verge, Hawk TV and Professor Sheila 
McAllister.

PHOTO COURTESY of Brianna McCabe

Elmer Lamberson, owner of the home that University students and 
Habitat for Humanity volunteered to rebuild on Oct. 12.

The University celebrated 
One Hundred Years of an Of-
fering in Songs, the hundredth 
anniversary of renowned Indian 
poet Rabindranath Tagore’s No-
bel Prize on Oct. 14 in Wilson 
Hall Auditorium. Students and 
faculty came together to par-
ticipate in a series of readings of 
Tagore’s work and listened to fa-
mous musician Prauddha Raha 
from Calcutta, India. 

Courtney Woodward, ju-
nior political science major, and 
Ahmed Alzarahani, an interna-
tional computer science graduate 
student, introduced the speakers 
of the evening. They also provid-
ed background of the poet, his life 
and the significance of the read-
ings. 

Tagore is known today as a “hu-
manist, internationalist, and uni-
versalist,” as stated by the event 
program. He was an advocate for 
human rights in India, protesting 
the British rule through his po-
etry, art, and music. Tagore rep-
resents the voice of a nation and 
plays a very important part of In-
dia’s independence and culture. 

The poems read during the 
event were from Tagore’s collec-

tion Gitanjali. The poems were 
read in a variety of languages by 
faculty and students. The readers 
included Ebthihal Al-Alwi, a pub-
lic policy international graduate 
student who read a poem in Ara-
bic with Dr. Saliba Sarsar (pro-
fessor). Khaled Alyami, a public 
policy international graduate stu-
dent read a poem in Turkish. So-
phie Beadry a first year political 
science major read in French with 
Gregory Bordelon (professor). 
Anqi Tan, accountant student 
read a poem in Mandarin. So-
ham Chatterjee, Jaya Patten, and 
Michael Thomas (professor) each 
read a passage in English. Heide 
Estes (professor) read a poem in 
German. Priscilla GacArtigas 
(professor) and George Gonzalez 
(professor) both read about pas-
sages in Spanish. Mihaela Mosca-
lius (professor) read a passage 
in Russian. Finally, Marina Vuj-
novic (professor) read a poem in 
Croatian. 

Gregory Bordelon, lecturer of 
political science said,“tonight was 
very moving there was a sense of 
unity in Tagore’s work. I think it 
is nice to kind of slow down and 
appreciate the aesthetic process 
that happens, so honoring him 
was very important to bring us 
into perspective as we enter into 

midterms.”
A choir made up of guests and 

professors, such as Kevin Dooley 
(professor), Nancy Mezey (pro-
fessor), Joseph Patten (professor), 
and Taylor Claude (professor) ac-
companied Raha’s music and  the 
readings throughout the night. 

Along with the songs per-
formed by the choir authentic In-
dian dancing was performed by 
Apruva Bhalerao, Dr. Jayati Bhat-
tacharyya, Apruva Chanda, Esha 
Choudhary, Mounica Neravetla, 

and Ruhika Sen. 
Heide Estes, English profes-

sor said, “I was completely over-
whelmed when they were doing 
the dancing and the singing to-
gether and I was completely im-
pressed with the bringing of so 
many cultures together and so 
many students here as well.”

Dylan Maynard, senior history 
major said, “Well I thought it was 
a very beautiful event tonight. It 
brought a variety of cultures to-
gether very beautifully. I would 

like to thank Dr. Datta and Dr. 
Brown for bringing it to us to-
night.”

President Dr. Paul Brown said 
the evening was inspirational 
and mesmerizing. “I could have 
stayed for another couple hours. I 
found it soothing, I found it repre-
sentative of what our culture is all 
about here...,” added Brown.

Samuel Maynard, senior po-
litical science major said, “I think 
it’s important to have more events 
like this, especially for students 
who want to emerge themselves 
into different cultures.”

Maynard continued, “When 
you are being educated it is one 
of the most important things you 
can do, rather than sit in a class 
room keeping up with just your 
academics.”

Rekha Datta, political science 
professor,  explained it was a night 
of a global celebration of Tagore’s 
poetry and music. 

Dr. Joseph Patten, Chair of 
the Political Science Department 
said, “Well first off I would like to 
thank Dr. Rekha Datta there are 
very few people who could bring 
this kind of event together, not 
to mention people from all over 
the world. She creates some very 
magical memories, and tonight 
was certainly one of them.”

PHOTO COURTESY of Jessica Roberts

Faculty and students came together to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore.
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MUAlumni Encourage Students 
to Look Beyond their Degree

ASHLEY ANTON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A panel discussion, presented 
by Career Services, consisting of 
six speakers spoke to students and 
faculty on college graduates pur-
suing careers unrelated to their de-
grees on Wednesday, Oct. 2. 

Karl Gordinier, Career Services 
Consultant, has hosted career-
networking events previously on 
campus and found the events were 
not as beneficial to students as he 
had hoped. As a result, Gordinier 
and other members of the Student 
Leadership Committee decided to 
host a new program for students 

that would instead emphasize ca-
reer discovery.

“Being a waiter, I have to tell 
you that you have to deal with dif-
ficult people,” said Glen LeBoeuf, 
a speaker from the panel and Fi-
nancial Advisor at Freedom Capi-
tal. “You deal with difficult people, 
you have to multi-task, you have a 
lot of pressure, you have to be cus-
tomer focused, and timing mat-
ters when it comes to food. You 
don’t think employers want you to 
know that stuff coming to work for 
them?”

LeBoeuf encourages students 
to not “chain” themselves to their 
degree. Like many students that 
believe their degree is what they 
must pursue after graduation, 
these six panelists felt limited by 
that view at some point. The pro-
fessionals in this speaker series 
spoke to the students in that they 
were also once unsure of their in-
tended career path. However, they 
explained how they were able to 
find success in fields irrelevant to 

their college degrees, which they 
feel is okay.

LeBoeuf’s waiter metaphor sug-
gests that the skills needed to be a 
successful waiter are much similar 
to those required to become suc-
cessful in any profession. Like 
most careers, you will have to deal 
with difficult people in difficult 
situations. You will also have to 
multi-task under a lot of pressure 
and in most professions be very 
customer focused. Lastly, he said 
“timing matters” and managing 
time is an essential skill not only in 
a career but also in most life situ-
ations. Gordinier held this event to 
help students apply that same per-

spective while anticipating their 
first full-time job.

 Patricia Phelan Clapp was an-
other event speaker who helped 
to market and brand companies 
and other professionals. Her ad-
vice to students was to take all of 
the different professions they were 
interested in, package them into 
one title, and sell it to employers. 
While of course, a college degree 
gets your resume placed in the po-
tential interviewee pile, she says 
that the ability to express your ac-
quired professional skills is what 
places you within the company.

“They all had the same idea,” 
says Thomas Fitzgerald, a Uni-
versity graduate student study-
ing English. “If you broaden your 
horizons you can do whatever you 
want, really. It might not be the ca-
reer you planned on, but you might 
certainly still enjoy it.”

The six professionals who par-
ticipated as panelists at the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences Ca-
reer Event were each University 

Alumni who received degrees in 
liberal arts. Among the six panel-
ists were Patricia Phelan Clapp, a 
social media marketing consultant 
of Patricia Phelan Clapp MA LLC, 
Phil Dunn, a senior account man-
ager at AON corporation, Steve 
Daley, human resources at Chubb 
and Son, Glenn LeBoeuf, a finan-
cial advisor at Freedom Capital, 
Katie Meeker, a customer market-
ing manager at iCIMS; and Marti 
Egger, a senior account manager at 
IMS Health.

These six panelists all shared 
one view in common, the under-
standing that with the right person-
ality and ability to apply acquired 

skills professionally, you can open 
the door to a variety of career 
fields. And that is what this se-
ries of career development events 
hopes to encourage to the future 
professionals at the University.

 Gordinier’s philosophy of the 
2013 Fall Career Discovery Se-
ries was to express to students 
the importance of networking no 
matter what profession somebody 
may be in. As one of the other 
panelists said, “It isn’t what some-
body knows, it is who somebody 
knows.”

Along with Gordinier of Career 
Services, the Student Leadership 
Committee members that attended 
were William Hill, Jeffrey Mass, 
Nancy Gallo and Barbara McGill 
of Career Services, Marilyn Ward 
from the Center of Student Suc-
cess, Tom Bieber from the Athlet-
ics Department, Judy Ramos of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
and Liz Esten and Lauren Embri 
in the Monmouth Alumni Com-
mittee.

“If you broaden your horizons you can do whatever 
you want, really. It might not be the career you 

planned on, but you might certainly still enjoy it.”
THOMAS FITZGERALD

Graduate Student 

University Students Raise Awareness for 
World Hunger at Community Garden

ALYSSA GRAY
COMICS EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY of Jime Reme

Robin Mama and University students from Professor Rekha 
Datta’s first year course visited the school’s community garden to 
understand how local gardens can address the issue of world hunger. 

Discussion with Seed to Sprout’s 
Alex Mazzucca 

The volunteers at the Monmouth Area Vegetarian Soci-
ety (MAVS) are hosting a free fall vegan potluck plus a 
special discussion with Alex from Seed to Sprout: Foods 
to Keep You Healthy Through the Winter. The event will 
take place at Monmouth University’s Magill Commons 
Club Dining Room on Sunday, Oct. 20 at 1 pm. The 
event is free and open to the public.

Individuals who wish to attend this special presentation 
may contribute by bringing a completely vegan dish, an 
index card listing all the ingredients, and serving utensils. 
During the event, Alex Mazzucca, co-owner of From 
Seed to Sprout in Avon, New Jersey, will present three 
meals that guests can easily replicate at home during the 
winter for family and friends. From Seed to Sprout serves 
up delicious, organic, vegan and raw vegan items ranging 
from juices and smoothies to delicious sandwiches and 
salads, plus so much more.

Everyone who attends will receive recipe cards as well 
as tips and tricks on how to eat healthy during the cold, 
winter months. Anyone interested in attending can RSVP 
by emailing Mary Harris at mcharris@monmouth.edu. To 
learn more about MAVS, please visit www.monmouth.
edu/wellness/MAVS.asp.
 
The Monmouth Area Vegetarian Society (MAVS) is 
a non-profit, non-sectarian educational organization. 
MAVS promotes healthy lifestyle & diet options and 
compassionate living. The organization also provides nu-
merous educational resources to inform the public about 
the advantages of vegetarian diets. The organization fea-
tures nutrition experts, health-care professional, animal 
rights advocates, discussions on ethical and environmen-
tal issues, book reviews and film screenings to promote 
the organization’s educational mission and goals.

Contact: Professor Mary Harris, MAVS Director
Email: mcharris@monmouth.edu

Several first year seminar stu-
dents visited the University’s 
community garden on Thurs-
day, Sept. 19, in order to prepare 
for the organization of a multi-
cultural Hunger and Heritage 
brunch set to happen around 
Thanksgiving. 

Political science professor 
Rekha Datta runs the Debating 
Globalization: World Hunger 
class, who visited the garden. 
Datta said the intention of the 
class is to open students up to 
the massive impact that global-
ization and a fast-paced modern 
lifestyle have on the food indus-
try.

A recent report released from 
the United Nations, which Datta 
referenced, said that among the 
seven billion people worldwide, 
one in eight people are chroni-
cally hungry and a large number  
is children. 

The report also pointed out 
that although chronic hunger is 
most prominent in underdevel-
oped or developing countries, 
wealthy and established coun-
tries also contain children suf-
fering from lack of food. 

Because of widespread world 
hunger, Datta emphasizes, “…

the impact of globalization and 
cultural homogenization on the 
distinctiveness of foods that are 
passed down from generations 
among cultures and people from 
different heritage.” The syllabus 
of the first year seminar class 
that the students were involved 
in included learning about Jew-
ish culture and Passover foods, 
as well as Indian and Chinese 
culture..

According to Datta, it is vi-
tally important to know this glo-
balization impact on everyday 
food sources because a society 
always on the move is compelled 
to create food faster, consume it 
more quickly, and move onto the 
next task. “…[It’s] because of the 
pressures of a fast paced, highly 
interdependent world in which 
food production is often subject 
to corporate scale, GMO (geneti-
cally modified organisms), and 
the like. Students learn about 
causes and impact of food short-
ages, importance of local and 
community food production, fair 
trade, and activism surrounding 
issues of food availability and 
quality,” said Datta.

This is what led Datta to bring 
the students to the community 
garden, located at the corner of 
Beechwood Avenue and Brook 
Willow Avenue in West Long 

Branch. Robin Mama, Dean of 
the School of Social Work, gave 
a presentation about the role of 
the community garden and the 
history during the students’ 
visit.

As mentioned in Mama’s 
speech, the garden was built in 
2009 as a project for the Cen-
ter for Human and Community 
Wellness and is open to students 
and community members alike. 
Garden plots are typically sized 
4x20 feet. Anyone can apply for 
their own plot, but community 
garden plots are available for 
public use.

Datta said the garden was cre-
ated to engage students with gar-
dening and how far down the line 
globalization will affect the food 
industry. Aside from learning of 
the importance of the garden and 
the bonding that can result from 
a community plot, the first year 
students were also introduced to 
a new resource on campus to en-
gage with. 

The class now faces the task of 
collaborating and organizing a 
“Hunger and Heritage Brunch,” 
which is scheduled to take place 
Tuesday, Nov. 26. Datta said the 
students will further their knowl-
edge about world hunger through 
participating in the brunch. The 
event is intended to be a “simu-

lation modeled after the Hunger 
Banquet,” also known as the Ox-
fam America Hunger Banquet 
where, according to their official 
website, “…the place where you 
sit, and the meal that you eat, are 
determined by the luck of the 
draw—just as in real life some of 
us are born into relative prosper-
ity and others into poverty.”

In addition to giving the stu-
dents a more in-depth education 

about the severity of world hun-
ger, the class will also run the 
event to support the charity. “… 
[It will] also help with fundrais-
ing for local food pantries and 
organizations that are working 
to address hunger in local com-
munities,” said Datta. 

Preparations are still under-
way for the brunch; a location 
will be selected within the next 
couple of weeks.

Free Fall Vegan Potluck: 
Foods to Keep You Healthy 

Through the Winter
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Breast Cancer Awareness Overload?
THE OUTLOOK STAFF OPINION
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reserves the right to withhold any articles deemed inappropriate or otherwise unfit to print in the Op/Ed section. Due to 
legalities, The Outlook will no longer print anonymous articles.
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The Outlook provides the Monmouth University community with information 
concerning issues in and around the University while serving as a forum for 
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accepts articles and graphic material from students, faculty and administrators, and 
reserves the right to edit or reject any material which they determine is not suitable 
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Collectively, The Outlook 
knows that people suffer from 
other cancers as well, but those 
forms of cancer do not receive 
the large amount of attention 
that Breast Cancer does. Another 
dangerous and most often termi-
nal disease is heart disease, but 
it does not gain nearly the same 
coverage as breast cancer.

 People are so involved and 
passionate about breast cancer; 
the same dedication should also 
go towards other types of cancer. 
One editor feels “Breast Cancer is 
given the most attention out of all 
the other causes in October.” 

Another editor adds “Most of 
the public knows about Breast 
Cancer due [to] the amount of at-
tention it gets in the media.” One 
editor’s suggestion would be to 
“have an entire cancer aware-
ness month, because there are so 
many different forms nowadays 
that they think all should be rec-
ognized.” 

The Outlook staff agrees that it 
is sad to believe that a dedication 
to a serious illness such as can-
cer may become a money maker 
and marketing scheme for busi-
nesses across the United States.  
One editor thinks “It is kind of 
weird that breast cancer receives 
so much attention in comparison 
to other cancers, in the sense that 
Dunkin’ Donuts has pink donuts 
for Breast Cancer and NFL play-

ers have pink cleats and gloves.” 
Even online websites use Breast 

Cancer awareness to entice cus-
tomers by claiming they will do-
nate a small percentage of a pur-
chase to Breast Cancer proceeds.

 Legitimate organizations such 
as the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion and the American Cancer 
Society only associate themselves 
with trustworthy websites so peo-
ple are not scammed into donat-
ing money towards fake organi-
zations. It has gotten to the point 
where people are actually hesi-
tant, questioning if their money 
is actually going towards raising 
money for Breast Cancer or if it is 
just a scheme. 

National Breast Cancer Month 
(NBCM), an organization affili-
ated with the American Cancer 
Society, has assigned October to 
be the official awareness month 
because its first program in sup-
port of the cause took place in 
October 1985 when they held a 
weeklong event. 

Events were created with the 
intentions of bringing awareness 
to this form of cancer while re-
minding women to annually re-
ceive mammograms.  

The pink ribbon is now an in-
ternational symbol of Breast 
Cancer awareness and is worn 
to show support for those whose 
lives have been touched by this 
disease.

It is about halfway through the 
month of October and everyone 
has come to the realization that 
the color pink is everywhere.

 As most of America can con-
clue, October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. With a whole 
month dedicated to this type of 
cancer, it seems that everyone 
from Dunkin’ Donuts to the NFL 
is in support of this cause. 

Many believe that this month 
dedicated to awareness, has spi-
raled out of control and is a bit to 
the extreme. It seems that a month 
of trying to bring attention to this 
illness and raise money for the 
cause started off with good inten-
tions but has been taken out of 
context and could sometimes be 
used as a business ploy. 

The Outlook feels strongly 
about bringing awareness to the 
very serious issue of cancer. Oc-
tober is filled with breast cancer 
walks, fundraisers and wonderful 
events to try to find a cure for this 
horrific disease. 

The Outlook recognizes how 
incredible it is that the public 
comes together for a month to 
support breast cancer; however, 
there are various other types of 
cancers that may not be as treat-
able as Breast Cancer and should 
be recognized and brought for-
ward.
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College has long been regarded 
as a safe way to ensure success in 
the future. Yet in this struggling 
economy, that does not seem to 
be true. How many friends or 
family members do you know 
that have a college degree but no 
job? Most of us know at least one 
person in this predicament. 

College is very expensive and 
spending all that money with no 
reward has proven very frustrat-
ing for post graduates. Accord-
ing to collegeboard.com, college 
tuition costs three to four times 
more than it did just 20 years ago.  

Nowadays, college students 
finish school with an average of 
$25,250 in student loans. Without 
a well-paying job, it is quite chal-
lenging for the average student to 
pay off his or her loans.  

All these factors have people 
second guessing the idea of go-
ing to college. People are begin-
ning to question if college is still 
worth it. This decision is made 
even harder when students see 
numerous successful people who 
did not attend college or finish it. 

These names include Rachael 
Ray, the celebrity chef who nev-
er attended college or culinary 
school; Mark Zuckerberg, the 
creator of Facebook; and Ryan 
Seacrest, the celebrity personal-
ity. These people set an example 
showing they are not only suc-
cessful, but also famous and ex-
tremely wealthy, without ever at-
tending college or finishing their 
degrees. 

Many of these celebrities are 
seen as the exception rather than 
the rule. Most of them had a spe-
cial talent in a specific field or an 

The Lowdown with
the Government Shutdown

BRITTANY HARDAKER
COPY EDITOR

16,740,493,583,418.19: A colos-
sal number separated by a bunch 
of commas and one period, a 
disgusting perplexity that grows 
exponentially each day while the 
majority of those who should pay 
attention to it barely bat an eye-
lash, and an estimate that can only 
create real mortification when 
accompanied with the mighty, 
mighty dollar sign. 

The daunting tick of the Na-
tional Debt Clock permeates the 
air in Washington like a distant 
hum gone unnoticed. That ticking 
time bomb of a number grows at 
an estimated $1.84 billion per day 
while the elephant and the don-
key duel in an argument that is 
remarkably similar to a sandbox 
dilemma between toddlers.

As party politics continue to 
bring Washington well on its way 
to an untimely grave, the U.S. 
government officially shut down 
earlier this month, leaving hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans 
struggling to make ends meet and 
even more questioning the valid-
ity of their government and those 
who run it.

While Congress plays the blame 
game, Americans lose. As former 
President Harry S. Truman put it 
so eloquently, “It is amazing what 
you can accomplish if you do not 
care who gets the credit.” What if 
for once, our elected officials and 
so-called “representatives” actu-
ally represented us, the American 
public? 

What if for once, they consid-
ered the “We the people” our fore-
fathers intended to serve? Instead, 
Democrats and Republicans alike 
are more concerned with who’s 

who in politics than the issues at 
hand.

At its moment of supreme dys-
function, an ultimate inability to 
play nice in order to come to an 
agreement which would benefit all 
Americans, regardless of party af-
filiations, has left countless “non-
essential” government workers 
with holes in their wallets for what 
could be days, weeks, or even 
months and a national debt that is 
never-ending.

Throughout the country, closed 
signs will cover once open doors 
and neon open signs will flicker 
and die out as government offices, 
national parks, famous monu-
ments and essential agencies turn 
off their lights and close their 
doors. 

As unpaid workers pack their 
bags to go home and figure out 
how to pay their bills, Congress 
is protected from the same harsh 
realities. It figures that it just so 
happens to be engraved into our 
Constitution that Congress can 
never adjust their own congres-

sional pay.
So, while thousands of Ameri-

cans now lack the services pro-
vided by our national institutions 
and those working to ensure the 
functionality of our Union go un-
paid because of Congress’s lack of 
sincere communication and abil-
ity to negotiate, Congress is still 
rolling in the dough.

According to an article from 
the Financial Post, more than 
800,000 government employees 
were put on unpaid leave due to 
the shutdown, including those 
from the Commerce Department, 
Department of Education, the 
Federal Housing Administration, 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the IRS, and NASA. 

At what point do we decide that 
the fundamental services pro-
vided by our nation’s government 
are no longer important? Unleash 
a pandemic that is catastrophi-
cally larger than the status quos 
in Washington and alert the IRS: I 
guess I’m not filing any taxes this 
year. 

CNN reports that this shut-
down is estimated to cost the U.S. 
economy $1 billion per week and 
the White House estimates that a 
week-long shutdown could cost 
the U.S. economy as much as $10 
billion. 

Instead of adding to the astro-
nomically climbing national debt, 
can’t the grown-ups in the room 
actually work together to unite a 
divided government by compro-
mising for the common good? 

Congress: Stop playing the 
blame game and get back to work 
for the hundreds of thousands of 
Americans that you claim to rep-
resent.

Is a College Degree
Still Necessary?

You wake up at 5 am, go to a 
two or three hour practice, de-
pending on the coach’s mood 
this morning. Then you shower 
and rush to make it to class just 
as the professor is about to close 
the door in your face.  

You have class all morning 
like the rest of the students, and 
when noon comes around, in-
stead of relaxing and enjoying 
a nice meal like everyone else 
on campus, you head back to the 
weight room for lifting or to the 
track for a second session of cru-
cial practice.  

The afternoon flies by and 
before you know it, night has 
creeped in and taken over.  It is 
midnight already and you still 
find yourself at the library try-
ing to cram in last minute study-
ing for your 8:30 am exam.  

By the time you meet your bed 
once again, the night is half over 
and the clock reads 2:30 am.  
Three hours disappear and you 
find yourself restarting the cycle 
all over again.  

For those athletes on campus, 
I’m sure this sounds absolutely 
normal, but for those non-ath-
letes, welcome to your class-
mates’ never-ending torture.

College athletes work harder 
than most of us realize and the 
sad part is, that aside from the 
few fans on the sidelines, they 
don’t get much recognition for 
their dedication.

Some athletes do receive gen-
erous athletic scholarships, but 
others are not as lucky and do 
not even receive any money for 
their athletic ability. 

Those athletes privileged with 
scholarhips, are not guaranteed 
the same amount every semes-
ter.  If a NCAA athlete does not 

NATALI GRECO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

College Athletes Should Get Paid Too

DIANA BUSARDO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

follow his/her coach’s desires, 
his/her scholarship can easily be 
taken away without discussion, 
at which point they can wave 
bye-bye to their dreams of ever 
hoping to reach professional 
level.

 Let’s be realistic, chances of 
making it pro are less than 10 

“What if for 
once, our 

elected officials 
and so-called 

‘representatives’ 
actually 

represented us, 
the American 

public?”

exceptional personality that al-
lowed them to excel. Not every 
person can rely on becoming rich 
and famous in place of going to 
college. 

Although it is possible to find 
success, people without college 
degrees struggle to find jobs 
more than people with a college 
degree. Not getting your college 
degree and landing a well-paying 
job is kind of like playing the lot-
tery; your chances of winning are 
very slim but if you do win, the 
reward could be high.  

For every successful college 
dropout, there are a hundred 
more who struggle every day to 
make ends meet. Minimum wage 
is the only option for most people 
without a degree, but with a col-
lege degree and becoming spe-
cialized  in a specific field, land-
ing a job is much more likely. 

Also, college degrees help pre-
pare you for a career, not just a 
job. College is where you find 
what you are interested in and 
you pursue it. For most people, it 
is something important that they 
are willing to dedicate their life 
working for. 

It has been proven that people 
with a college degree will make 
more money in their lifetime than 
people without one. When you 
first begin anything you usually 
want to be thoroughly prepared 
to make sure you will be ready 
to succeed. This is what college 
is to life. 

College prepares you in more 
ways than just academically; you 
learn things and have experi-
ences you would otherwise miss 
out on. Although college does not 
guarantee success, you are more 
likely to achieve it if you have a 
degree. 

percent for most sports.  So what 
exactly would be a fair way to re-
ward these exhausted ball play-
ers?  Money, of course.  

So what if they’re in college?  
The work these college athletes 
are putting in and the hours they 
are spending sweating, compet-
ing, and most importantly, get-

ting hurt, deserve some type of 
reward.  

College students have a repu-
tation for always being broke, 
especially athletes who do not 
have the time to work even if 
they wanted to.  

After all, there are only 24 
hours in a day and with 16 of 
those taken by practice and 
class, where is a $7.25/hr. job 
supposed to fit in?  

NCAA athletes risk their 
health every single morning they 
wake up; whether it is at prac-
tice, conditioning, or at actual 
games, athletes are constantly 
risking injuries that could per-
manently ruin their athletic ca-
reers.  

The more dangerous a sport 
is, the more zeroes a pro ath-
lete’s paycheck has. Therefore, 
it is only fair that at least one 
zero makes it to a NCAA enter-
tainer who is putting in almost 
the same, if not more, amount of 
determination and effort.    

I’m not saying give them a six-
figure check, but some type of 
compensation that would at least 
make up for the part-time job 
they cannot have would be nice.  

Athletes do more than just 
run from one side of the court 
to the other, they do more than 
just sweat and entertain us on a 
Sunday afternoon.

They leave their hearts in the 
game and that is something that 
should be accounted for, just 
like it is beyond accounted for in 
professionals. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

Some believe student athletes, such as football players, should be given compensation for their ex-
treme dedication and effort to sports.  

An Opinion in Favor of NCAA Athletes Receiving Pay Checks for their Hard Work
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Down

  1. Passed away this past summer, his seat is now open in the NJ Special Election on Oct. 16.

  2. Current Democratic candidate for the Governor’s race.

  3. President during the first World War; spent his summers on campus.

  5. Shot and killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel.

Across

  4. Democratic representative of NJ 15th District in 1963 until 1980 (hint: his nephew is now a faculty member of the University.)

  6. Current Republican Senatorial candidate for the NJ Special Election.

  7. Current Democratic Senatorial candidate for the NJ Special Election.

  8. Current Republican candidate for the Governor’s race.

Famous New Jersey Politicans

According to the latest Quinni-
piac University poll, Republican 
Governor Chris Christie has 62 
percent of the votes over his Dem-
ocrat opponent, Barbara Buono. 
Not even the debate on Tuesday, 
October 8, was able to change 
much of the direction in which the 
polls were going. 

At their first debate, both candi-
dates were clear to show that  they 
had opposite views, ranging  from 
education to gay marriage. Chris-
tie seemed to have walked away 
with victory, making him a pos-
sible candidate for the Republican 
nomination for president, while 
Buono used her time to get her 
points across. 

“[The] debate was really the en-
tire campaign encapsulated into 60 
minutes,” explained Patrick Mur-
ray, Director of Monmouth Uni-
versity Polling Institute.  “Barbara 
Buono threw out a whole host of 
issues where she disagrees with 
Gov. Christie, but never fully de-
veloped a clear line of attack that 
would appeal to independent vot-
ers. Christie demonstrated how he 
is a master of turning attacks to his 
advantage.  In the end, this debate 
did nothing to change the race’s 
dynamics,” said Murray. 

When asked why New Jersey 
has been lacking in certain as-
pects, such as employment rate, 
Christie replied by saying that the 
former governors left New Jersey 
in a terrible state, and its been a 
difficult to fix. 

Buono responded, “You have 
to man up. You’ve been in of-
fice for four years. It’s time to 
own your record and defend 
your record.” 

Buono gave her opinion on the 
topic of how Christie handles some 
of his word choices when referring 
to some of his opponents. He has 
been known for calling certain 
opponents “stupid,” “idiots,” and 
“jerks,” to which Buono men-
tioned, “By using and by choosing 
that type of language, are you sap-

ping the dignity out of the gover-
nor’s office?” Christie was quick 
to respond, “In fact the quite op-
posite. What the people of New 
Jersey want is someone who’s real 
and who will tell them the truth as 
he sees it. That’s what leadership is 
all about.” 

Buono went futher to saying 
that he was setting a bad example 
to children, to which he said, “It’s 
who I am and I’m not going to 
change.” Christie stayed grounded 
in what he believed the entire night 
which may be a reason why many 
voters lean towards him during 
this election.

The public has seen how Chris-
tie works in the last four years 
and he has not disappointed. Ac-
cording to an article found on 
ABC News from May 8, 2012, “56 

percent of New Jersey voters ap-
prove of Christie, 33 disapprove.” 
Christie’s headstrong demeanor 
has been able to captivate the New 
Jersey Voters into considering him 
for a second term in office.

“[Christie] handled the Sandy 
crisis well, and his working rela-
tionship with President Obama 
permits Christie to reach out to 
non-Republican voters in our tradi-
tionally Democratic-leaning state,” 
said Dr. Kenneth  Mitchell, associ-
ate professor of political science. 

On the other hand, Buono en-
tered the race with little recogni-
tion and little money for her cam-
paign, making things a lot more 
complicated for her to get attention. 
An article from NJ.com on May 5, 
2013, stated tha she got enough 
contributions to secure her public 

JASMINE RAMOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Christie and Buono Step into the Ring 
for their First Gubernatorial Debate

Christie in the Lead; Buono Looks to Gain Ground Before Election on Nov. 5

IMAGE TAKEN from wiredforchange.com

IMAGE TAKEN from huffingtonpost.com

Governor Chris Christie (left) State Senator Barbara Buono (right) debated for the first time as candidates to be New Jersey 
Governor. The election will be held on Nov. 5.

matching funds for the primary or 
general election. “State election 
finance records show that if the 
senator from Middlesex County 
wants to get the maximum public 
matching funds before the June 4 
primary, she would need to raise 
about $250,000 a week, or about 
eight times her current $30,000-a-
week clip,” the article said. 

Raygine Crespo, freshman said, 
“Christie is someone that has been 
in office for the last four years; 
someone that everyone has seen 
how he works in office.” 

She continued, “He has been 
able to handle the many issues that 
the New Jersey has been faced in 
the last couple years and it hasn’t 
been easy. As much as it would be 
nice to have someone in office that 
understands women issues like 

Buono does, Christie is indeed the 
one to win this race.” 

One aspect that is on everyone’s 
mind is whether or not Christie 
will be running for president in 
2016.  When asked at the debate 
on Tuesday about his stand on run-
ning, he responded “I am not going 
to declare tonight ... that I am or 
I’m not running for president,” and 
later added, “I won’t make those 
decisions until I have to.” It has 
been mentioned since the begin-
ning of his term that he is willing 
to run and his national status has 
grown since he has been elected 
into office and was the keynote 
speaker last year at the Republican 
National Convention.  

Christie and Buono will meet 
for one more debate on Oct. 15, 
and elections will be held Nov. 5. 

ANSWERS: DOWN: 1) Lautenberg 2) Buono 3) 
Wilson 5) BurACROSS: 4) Patten 6) Lonegan 7) 
Booker 8) Christie

Stay Tuned for Next Week’s 
Bill of Rights Crossword. 
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Former President Jimmy Carter Joins MU 
Members at “Carter Work Project” In Union Beach

Carter continued from pg. 1

U.S. and Iran Working Towards Diplomacy
ADRIAN PALAIA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

Former President Jimmy Carter and volunteers helped rebuild two homes and renovate 16 in Union 
Beach on Saturday, Oct. 12.

former presidential family dedi-
cates a week of their time each year 
to build Habitat homes throughout 
the world. 

Since it’s creation, the Carter 
Work Project has provided housing 
solutions for families in 18 states 
throughout the United States as 
well as in 15 countries, the CWP 
website explains.

This year marked the 30th an-
niversary of the Jimmy and Rosal-
ynn Carter Work Project. Prior to 
arriving to Union Beach, the Cart-
ers traveled throughout the U.S. to 
a weeklong series of building and 
repair projects in Oakland and San 
Jose, Calif.; Denver, Colo.; and 
New York City, N.Y.

The former president has always 
been committed to social justice 
and basic human rights, which was 
exhibited throughout his presiden-
cy, the Habitat website explains.

He is known as the Georgian pea-
nut farmer by some, criticized for 
his inability to end the Iran Hostage 
crisis by others, but is recognized 
by thousands throughout the world 
for his devotion to humanitarian ef-
forts on an international scale.

Carter won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2002 for those humanitar-
ian efforts abroad and is the only 
U.S. president to receive the prize 
after leaving office.

“When we left the White House, 
we had everything we needed and 
we wanted to share with people 
who didn’t have those things,” 
Carter said to a group of 100 volun-
teers at the event.

He continued, “One of the most 
difficult things in the human life 
is breaking down that barrier or 
crossing that bridge between folks 
who have everything and folks 
who don’t have much […]. We can 
cross that divide and touch the 
hearts and lives and future and self 
respect and hope and dreams of 
people who have never had a de-
cent house.”

Carter explained that often, the 
hardest lesson to comprehend is 
that in the richest country in the 
world, there are countless people 
living without the comforts of a 
warm bed and a secure home.

The former president, who teach-
es Sunday school at his church in 
Plains, GA, explained that his faith 
continues to be a driving force be-
hind his involvement with the or-

ganization. He described how he 
wanted to share that devotion with 
people who are less well off.

Carter said, “That’s the way 
God looks at us… it’s not whether 
we have built houses for 30 years 
or for the first time; it’s not how 
rich we are, how poor we are; it’s 
not whether we are Americans or 
foreigners; it’s not whether we are 
Christians, or Jews, or Muslim; it’s 
just the fact everyone is the same in 
God’s eyes, and that’s what Habitat 
reminds me of.”

Erika Allison, a volunteer from 
Texas, explained how she has been 
volunteering internationally for six 
years and like Carter, has helped 
build homes in places such as Afri-
ca, Jordan, and Nicaragua for those 
who need them the most. 

“I’m excited to see so many 
people come together for this ef-
fort. Almost one year later, these 
people are still recovering and it’s 
clear that the people of New Jersey 
stick together to finish the job,” Al-
lison said.

She continued, “Obviously, 
Jimmy Carter felt strongly about 
this issue and it’s nice to see that he 
came out to support the community 
today.”

Ray Gabler, Director of Opera-
tions at Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national said of Carter, “The world 
would be much worse off without 
the tireless efforts of this man.”

University President Dr. Paul 
Brown, who attended the event on 
Saturday said, “ Giving back to the 
community helps remind us that 
we are not alone and that by work-
ing together we can come back 
after a natural disaster like Super-
storm Sandy.  There are still lots of 
Jersey Shore towns that need help 
in rebuilding. The more we work 
together, the faster it will get done. 
We are definitely ‘Stronger than the 
Storm.’”

Brown, who worked alongside 
the Carters and volunteers to re-
build House 15, said, “I was hon-
ored to meet President Carter and 
Rosalynn on Saturday and work 
with them and the many wonderful 
volunteers on rebuilding a house in 
Union Beach.”

He expressed how the Carter’s 
hard work inspires volunteers and 
changes the lives of Habitat partner 
families. “I am moved by their ded-
ication and passion for community 
service,” Brown said.

Dr. Brown also showed his grati-

tude to the University students who 
helped organize the event. He said, 
“Thank you to Monmouth Univer-
sity students and employees for 
their hard work on this important 
project. Monmouth is a strong and 
caring university.”

Lauren Pharoah, a senior com-
munication major and member of 
PRSSA who helped organize the 
event said, “It’s not only nice to 
see President Brown and President 
Carter working together, but it’s 
incredible to see that coming from 
such affluence, they are both will-
ing to volunteer to help those less 
fortunate. They are not just here 
observing, but are out here showing 
support and working for an incred-
ible cause.”

Carlos Rodriguez, Chief of 
Emergency Medical Services in 
Union Beach expressed, “This 
event is a wonderful boost for the 
people in the area. People are com-
ing back now and they’re getting 
houses. It’s been a year and people 
thought they were forgotten but as 
you see today, they aren’t forgot-
ten.”

He continued, “President Carter 
didn’t have to come here to Union 
Beach, but recognized the need of 

so many of our residents and is here 
working just as hard as the other 
volunteers.”

Jonathan Reckford, CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity International 
expressed during the event’s press 
conference, “The Carters are the 
face of Habitat for Humanity… I 
can tell you that no one works hard-
er on the work site. The President 
and Mrs. Carter are tireless cham-
pions for social justice.”

He explained how the Carter’s 
30-year legacy of service has 
brought hope to more than 3,800 
families worldwide with “ripples of 
impact that have touched literally 
hundreds of thousands of families.” 

The 89-year-old former president 
helped frame walls for the future 
home of Elmer Lamberson, whose 
one-room bungalow, known as 
House 15, was destroyed by flood-
water from Raritan Bay. Working 
with other volunteers, Carter car-
ried finished sections of walls to 
the new house and helped lift them 
to the second floor.

Carter expressed that he and Ro-
salynn’s involvement in Habitat is 
an extension of their commitment 
as Christians. “We would have 
never dreamed 35 years ago what 

Habitat would amount to,” he said.
Throughout the day, Carter con-

tinued to remind volunteers and 
those involved in organizing the 
event that he accepts all people for 
who they are, including those who 
have differences in their political 
beliefs.

Although Carter is a Democrat, 
he expressed his gratitude towards 
Republican Governor Christie for 
his response during Sandy and the 
months that followed. “I was filled 
with admiration for what he did. 
Not only helping within New Jer-
sey, but also his influence in mak-
ing sure that the Congress didn’t 
continue to deprive the people who 
were destroyed by this storm from 
getting appropriate repair assis-
tance,” Carter said. 

He continued, “There are prob-
lems among Republicans and 
among Democrats. Our nation 
faces a lot of crises in politics, fi-
nance, economics, jobs lost, and di-
sasters like the ones that hit on this 
sea coast, but America has a way of 
producing citizens who can repair 
any kind of damage and meet any 
kind of challenge, and overcome 
any kind of obstacle, or answer any 
kind of difficult questions.”

For the first time in over 30 
years, the leaders of two countries; 
the United States and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, have spoken. 
President Barack Obama and Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, have broken 
the deafening silence which has 
been the trademark of the relation-
ship with a phone call, according to 
NPR.com. Such steps forward has 
many spectators asking the same 
the question: is this a fresh start for 
the countries?

In 1953, the CIA supported a 
coup that overthrew the demo-
cratically elected leader of Iran 
for one friendlier to the US. This 
all changed in 1979 when, after 
over twenty years, Iranian leader 
Shah Mohammad Mossadeq was 
ousted and replaced by Ayatollah 
Khomeini. In a matter of days, 
the Kingdom of Iran transformed 
into the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Weeks later, after Iranians stormed 
the American embassy, the work-
ers were held hostage and America 

entered into the Iranian Hostage 
Crisis. After 444 days, when all the 
hostages were released, the U.S. 
formally cut all ties to Iran, accord-
ing to BBC.com.

For over 30 years, the silence 
between the two have dominated 

any possible dialogue the countries 
could have.  The situation only be-
came more tense when allegations 
of Uranium enrichment and the 
building of nuclear facilities came 
to light in 2002. Most recently it has 
become apparent that Iran is prop-
ping up one of it’s staunchest allies 
in the region, Bashar Al-Assad’ 
s government in the Syrian Civil 
War, according to CS Monitor.
com.. 

Dr. Saliba Sarsar, Associate Vice 
President for Global Initiatives, ex-

plained “Behind-the-scenes prepa-
ratory talks probably made the call 
possible.  It comes at a crucial time:  
Iran has nuclear ambitions but suf-
fers from major UN and non-UN-
mandated sanctions.” He went on to 
say “The call is meant ‘to break the 

ice’ and defuse some of the tense 
conditions in the Middle East.

Michael Hamliton, senior year 
political science major reflected 
on the coming together of the two 
countries, “It looks like the tension 
between the two countries should 
be growing, especially with Iran 
backing regimes that have posi-
tioned themselves against the U.S. 
But tension can easily be relieved 
with a simple trick: talking. By 
just doing that you’re starting to 
defuse a situation.  This is particu-

larly important when you look at 
each countries’ actions toward each 
other.”

Hamilton could be speaking of 
recent history, when looking at 
Rouhani’s predecessor, ultra-na-
tionalistic and conservative Mah-

moud Ahmadinejad. It looked as if 
the United States would inevitably 
be locking horns with Iran over its 
nuclear program or Ahmadinejad’s 
low opinion of Jews. 

According to The New York 
Times,  not all parties are as ready 
to make amends with Iran. Israelis 
and Saudi Arabians watch on and 
consider the Obama Administra-
tion’s dropping its guard as “naïve.” 
The goal of the Iranians negotiating 
is not for the peace process to play 
it’s course and for every country 

lives safely and happily.  The dia-
logue between Iran and the US is 
rather a ploy to buy time to build its 
long sought after nuclear bomb. 

“It’s not just that forever we go 
on with an Iranian nuclear program 
that never reaches conclusion, it’s 
that diplomacy can be a way of 
helping it get to the finishing line,” 
cautioned Jonathan Spyer of the In-
terdisciplinary Center in Herzliya, 
according to The New York Times. 

Yoel Guzansky, the one who 
handled the file on Iranian nuclear 
progress for the Israeli prime min-
ister’s security council said the new 
momentum for talks with Iran about 
its nuclear program had “sidelined” 
Israel as “a potential spoiler.” 

He explained, “You can’t do any-
thing while Iran and the U.S. are 
talking, you’ll just be someone who 
is destroying the last chance for 
peace,” said Guzansky. 

“If there is a change of tone in 
Iran and Washington, Israel should 
also change the tone. If there is a 
deal we embrace it, we support it, 
but show us the details,” said Gu-
zansky.

“The call is meant ‘to break the ice’ and defuse some of the 
tense conditions in the Middle East.”

DR. SALIBA SARSAR
Associate Vice President for Global Initiatives
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let purchase. October’s charm 
is the feather, which represents 
truth, light, and virtue. There are 
also Greek letters, sports teams, 

and birth stone lines to suit any 
interest or passion. 

Senior physical education 
and health major Brittany Fuen-
tes said, “I’m obsessed with the 
bracelets and have so many of 
them. Some of my favorites are 
my birthstone, a seashell, and 

one that says ones of my favorite 
quotes, ‘It is what it is.’ They’re 
my favorites because they really 
define who I am.”

Adjunct communications pro-
fessor Lauren Payne said, “To me, 
they’re like a modern day charm 
bracelet. They are special tokens 
to remind you of a special place, 
person, activity or just a favorite 
thing.”

The popularity of Alex and Ani 

cannot be pinpointed to one spe-
cific reason, but there are a few 
reasons why the brand may have 
gained recent attention. 

With a simpler look, Alex and 
Ani is an alternative to the also 
popular Pandora charm brace-
lets. Its eco-consciousness is also 
a huge ploy in the world of going 
green, because each bracelet is 
made with recycled scrap metal. 
The focus on positive energy and 

spirituality may also be a big sell-
ing point. Tailoring each charm to 
different symbolic meanings al-
lows the buyer to connect to the 
piece. The fact that all products 
are made in America is something 
that also attracts buyers. Plus, the 
fact that you can mix and match 
charms to create your own unique 
set makes the bracelets stand out 
from the crowd. 

Junior political science major 
Cara Turcich said, “I think Alex 
and Ani is a fad just like every-
thing else. Everyone wanted Pan-
dora bracelets until the new cool 
thing came out. I think they will 
be popular for another six months 
or a year and then the hype will 
die down.”

Just recently, the brand has re-
leased a line of their newest prod-
ucts, Light and Ignite Candles. 
These are meant to ward off nega-
tivity and bring positive light to 
their users. Each candle has a dif-
ferent symbol, similar to the ones 
features on the popular charm 
bracelets. The candles range from 
$12 to $28, depending on size. 
Through Nov. 28, 20 percent of 
proceeds will go to Blessings in a 
Backpack, a charity that donates 
to underprivileged children.

With the repertoire of retailers 
expanding, Rafaelian is optimis-
tic about Alex and Ani’s future. 
The popularity of the jewelry is 
obvious and it seems like the trend 
won’t be fading any time soon. If 
you like eco-friendly jewelry and 
a product that is made in the USA, 
check out www.alexandani.com. 
You can also visit the Alex and 
Ani store located in downtown 
Red Bank. 

COREiculum Valedictorian Challenge Hits Monmouth 

Are you looking for a fun, yet 
effective way to get in shape in 
time for spring break? Well, if 
you are, you’re in luck. With 
COREiculum, you can get a 
complete workout in the comfort 
of your dorm room. 

COREiculum is a fitness 

program that started here on 
campus by alumni Andy Stern 
in 2012. Stern’s goal for this 
program was to tailor a work-
out regimen that could be com-
pleted by busy college students. 
As a former University student, 
he was familiar with the chal-
lenges we face every day, from 
being pressed for time with 
classwork, to having Dining 

Hall food as the only option. 
Because of this, he created the 
DVD workout program along 
with a diet plan geared toward 
college students. 

This month, COREiculum is 
presenting an all new challenge 
exclusive to the University, the 
Valedictorian Challenge. The 
eight-week weight loss con-
test is more than just shedding 

pounds; it is a program designed 
to get you sculpted, toned and 
strong as well.  By using the 
COREiculum DVD, you can try 
workouts like plyometrics, total 
legs, and kickboxing, among 
others. 

Specialist professor of man-
agement and decision sciences 
John Buzza said, “The Vale-
dictorian Challenge is all about 
the product and how effective 
and efficient the product can 
be when used properly. This 
product can help anyone with 
their health issues and is indi-
cated for all people, young and 
old that truly care about living 
a more productive life.” Stern 
came up with the idea of CO-
REiculum in Buzza’s entrepre-
neurship class.

Plus, the grand prize for com-
pleting the challenge is more 
than just your fit and toned body. 
The student who has the greatest 
percentage of weight loss at the 
end of the eight weeks will win 
a free vacation. This means you 
can show off that fit body on a 
free cruise to the Bahamas or an 
all-inclusive trip to Mexico.

Stern said, “We provide you 
with nine intense workouts you 
can do in your dorm, a cheat 
sheet for your diet and 24/7 sup-
port to help you succeed. You 
have all the tools to get in the 
best shape of your life, and show 
it off on a free trip.”

Regular gym goers can add 
this DVD program to their rep-
ertoire for an extra workout 
challenge and newcomers can 
use it as a plan to achieve the 
bodies they are dreaming of. 

Junior history and elementary 
education major Brianna Ma-
honey said, “I’m excited for this 
challenge because I don’t like 

going to the MAC and I don’t 
want to spend money on a gym 
membership. I feel like this pro-
gram will fit my schedule and 
my style of workout, which is 
not just running on a treadmill, 
but trying all different types of 
workouts.”

The Valedictorian Challenge 
begins Sunday, Oct. 20. Stu-
dents can register by e-mailing 
INFO@COREiculum.com or 
come to Cedar Hall Basement 
at 8 pm on Oct. 20.  To register, 
students must purchase “CO-
REiculum’s 1st Semester DVD 
Program” which is available 
online at COREiculum.com, 
Monmouth University Book-
store, and COREientation on 
Oct. 16 or at the official weigh-
in on Oct. 20. 

If you’re unsure about whether 
or not you want to take on the 
challenge, you can try a free 
COREiculum workout with 
Stern. Get ready to sweat with 
kickboxing, plyometrics, and 
innovative CORE moves. The 
event is on Wednesday, Oct. 16 
from 5-6 pm in Anacon Hall. 
You can also learn more about 
the Valedictorian Challenge by 
attending the free trial. 

Sophomore psychology ma-
jor Caitlin Golden said, “I want 
to try this challenge because I 
love trying new workouts since 
switching your routine shocks 
your body and gives you better 
results. I’m curious to see what 
it is like to do workouts using 
nothing but a resistance band in 
your own room.”

The Valedictorian Challenge 
is a fundraiser for Monmouth 
PRSSA. For more info visit 
www.COREiculum.com/blog 
or e-mail INFO@COREiculum.
com.

When you walk around cam-
pus, you’re sure to see many peo-
ple wearing bangle bracelets with 
dangling charms around their 
wrists. Some may have silver, 
some gold, and some may even 
mix and match. There might be a 
whole stack of bracelets on their 
arms, or they may only have one 
or two. This new Alex and Ani 
bracelet trend is becoming in-
creasingly popular. But, will the 
fad die out or will Alex and Ani 
withstand the test of time?

Carolyn Rafaelian is the wom-
an behind the brand, which is 
named after her two eldest daugh-
ters. The company was started in 
2004, so it has been around a lot 
longer than many probably think. 
Featuring expandable bracelets, 
rings, necklaces and even wine 
glass charms, all of the products 
are made in America. 

The concept behind the jewelry 
is Rafaelian’s belief in positive en-
ergy and symbolic empowerment. 
This is why each piece boasts 
a different charm. Each charm 
has a different meaning that is 
explained in the packaging. For 
example, the anchor represents 
hope, tranquility and stability. 

Assistant to the Department of 
Disability Services Stacey Brew-
er said, “I have one as a gift from 
my daughter. It is the seahorse, 
which means patience. I really 
like how it is jewelry with thought 
behind it.”

Each month, Alex and Ani fea-
tures a charm of the month and of-
fers a $5 discount off of the brace-

TAYLOR KELLY 
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

PHOTO TAKEN by Taylor Kelly

Alex and Ani bracelets are popular because of their unique charms that represent positive energy. 

Alex And Ani: Fleeting Fad or Here for Good?

Eight-Week Challenge Offers a Free Spring Break Vacation as the Ultimate Reward

PHOTO TAKEN from coreiculum.com

COREiculum is a workout system created by Andy Stern (pictured left)  for busy college students.  
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YOU NEED A COSTUME...WE HAVE THE IMAGINATION!

STUDENT DISCOUNT

25% OFF
One Single Costume Purchase

Must present Monmouth U I.D.

O�er expires 10.20.13

OCTOBER 18th : PEP RALLY 
OCTOBER 19th : HOMECOMING
 PARADE @ 12:00pm
 GAME @ 1:00pm
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Miley Cyrus: America’s first 
living, breathing hashtag, and 
her disjointed Twitter feed of 
an album, “Bangerz,” make 
me fear that the impatient ex-
cesses of the smart phone age 
have finally caught up to us. I 
fear that people, especially ce-
lebrities, can now trade their 
humanity for cheap, hyper-
modern personas tailored to 
fill social media pages. 

Until now, I found it best to 
just ignore the Miley-madness 
that has swept the nation since 
her cringe-worthy VMA per-
formance. Like most people 
who just so happened to be 
watching that night, I reacted 
pretty harshly to the perfor-
mance, feeling every bit of 
humiliation and awkwardness 
Miley probably should have 
been feeling and praying for 
just one second she’d put that 
damn tongue away.

However, I quickly got over 
it when I soon realized what 
all of this was: Another pop 
singer’s contrived, misguided 
attempt at reinventing herself 
as “edgy” to get as many peo-
ple talking as possible – and it 
really worked. Why do most 
pop singers even do things like 
this in the first place? To sell 
albums, of course!

I really don’t have a huge 
problem with musicians pur-
suing some sort of persona to 
tie in with their music. From 
Bob Dylan’s “drifter/poet” im-
age to Kanye West’s top-of-
the-world arrogance, popular 
artists have often presented 
themselves in very particular 
ways as a method of under-

With so many adaptations of 
Shakespeare’s classic tale, there 
was a sense of skepticism as I 
watched this new version of “Ro-
meo and Juliet.” However, director 
Carlo Carlei and screenwriter Ju-
lian Fellowes were able to breathe 
some new life into this tired, old 
love story by creating an authentic 
piece that not only Shakespeare 
himself would 
be proud of, but 
would also en-
tertain hopeless 
romantics of the 
twenty-first cen-
tury.

In fair Verona 
is where we lay 
our scene, Dou-
glass Booth and 
Hailee Steinfeld 
play the famous 
star-crossed lov-
ers of Romeo 
and Juliet. The 
on-screen chemistry between the 
actors was well done and was cap-
tured in a different manner. 

In other adaptations with pair-
ings such as Leonadro DiCaprio 
and Claire Danes or Leonard 
Whiting and Olivia Hussey, the 
connection seemed overly dra-
matic or purely emphasized on the 
lustful passion the young couple 
was allegedly supposed to share. 

However, Steinfeld and Booth 
interacted with a genuine na-
ïve nature that warms the heart. 

Steinfeld maintains an incredibly 
sweet demeanor as Booth chases 
after her with a delightful goofy 
boyish charm, which is a nice con-
trast from the self-pitying Romeo 
that has been played by other ac-
tors.

The main characters are sup-
ported by an all-star cast includ-
ing actors Paul Giamatti who 
plays wise Friar Laurence and 
Ed Westwick from “Gossip Girl” 
who plays Juliet’s enraged cousin 

Tybalt. The only 
real problem with 
Giamatti’s perfor-
mance was that he 
did not have a Brit-
ish accent consis-
tently throughout 
the movie. It might 
not seem like a 
deal breaker, but 
it brought me out 
of the movie as the 
vernacular speech 
wavered in and out 
while he spoke.  

Overall, the cast 
did a job well done with this piece, 
seeing as it was not the entire play 
word for word. There were lines 
that were trimmed, but they were 
little bits that were not necessary 
to the plot. Fellowes was smart to 
do this as it modernized the writ-
ing and allowed it to flow more 
naturally on screen. Also, it was 
nice to see a writer take a chance 
by altering scenes and lines with-
in the movie.

One aspect of the film that stood 
out were the beautifully created 

visuals, made with meticulous de-
tail from the palaces of the Mon-
tague’s and Capulet’s to the attire 
of each character.

Every setting throughout the 
movie was refreshingly authentic 
with marble palaces full of beauti-
ful statues and perfectly trimmed 
grounds of the recreated estate. 
The scenes in the main town were 
also constructed with structures 
of weathered stone and dusty 
roads pulling a viewer into the 
story.

A scene that was particularly 
eye-catching was the feast thrown 
by Juliet’s parents, where Ro-
meo first spots his fair love. The 
costumes are full of colors rang-
ing from deep blues and violets 
to warm golds and browns. This 
created a lighter atmosphere com-
pared to other cinematic versions 
that are darker and depressing.

Throughout the entire movie 
Carlei made good use of both can-
dle and natural sunlight for vari-
ous dramatic effects along with an 
original instrumental score play-
ing in the background. Another 
example is when Romeo and Ju-
liet sneak off after first meeting. 
The two actors are partially shad-
owed creating an air of romantic 
mystery in the scene as the lovers 
find themselves falling for one an-
other.

Carlei also makes good use of 
the camera with panning shots 
that move with the characters, 
and close ups showing the range 
of emotions that the main cast 
transitioned through in the movie. 

scoring the philosophy behind 
their music – and in those cases, 
with excellent results.

This is where things fall apart 
for Cyrus. I get the feeling that 
“Bangerz,” with its neon-lit cov-
er and all-too-blatantly sugges-
tive title, was intended by Cyrus 
to embody this exaggerated free-
spirit persona she has recently 
adopted: an all-out celebration 
of the ecstasy of youthful excess. 
Yet the end result of “Bangerz,” 
a mediocre and incredibly un-
focused pop record, does little 
to nothing to justify her recent 
outlandishness, making both feel 
even cheaper than they already 
did.

I guess the best place to start 
would be the hits, “We Can’t 
Stop” and “Wrecking Ball,” and 
for those of you who haven’t 
heard the full record, they’re 
probably the best place to end. 
Neither are particularly amaz-
ing pop songs, but they’re prob-
ably the best the album has to 
offer. Easily the album’s most 
anthemic tracks, both are really 
the only moments on “Bangerz” 
where the album’s themes of liv-
ing large are given any sense of 
grandeur.

The rest of the album, how-
ever, seems to constantly forget 
exactly what album it’s trying 
to be in the first place. Though 
“Bangerz” portrays itself as an 
album exuding fun and exuber-
ance, would anyone expect the 
first track, “Adore You,” to be 
a moody, slow-burning love-
ballad and a pretty sappy one at 
that? Something here isn’t add-
ing up.

In fact, the majority of 
“Bangerz” really doesn’t add up. 
Cyrus has stated in interviews 
that “dirty south hip-hop” was 

a major influence on the album, 
which would certainly tie in per-
fectly with the aesthetic she’s 
going for. But aside from the 
fact that Cyrus is as out of place 
in hip hop as a slug is in a tub 
of salt, such influences are only 
mildly represented, with the rest 
of the convoluted mess sporting 
spastic EDM (“Do My Thang”), 
crooning balladry (“My Darlin”), 
and even country (the insuffer-
able, square-dancing “4X4”).

This would be somewhat okay 
if any of the aforementioned were 
pulled off well, but most tracks 
on “Bangerz” either come off as 
insultingly average or deplorably 
awful. I understand that songs 
like “SMS (Bangerz)” (which fea-
tures Britney Spears) and “Love, 
Money, Party” are supposed to 
just be carefree party jams, but 
I’ve never heard it come off as 
mindlessly and awkwardly as 
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“Bangerz,” Cyrus’ third full length album, is expected to debut in the 
top spot on the Billboard Top 200, selling over 250,000 albums.

There was even the use of slow 
motion during the sword fights 
between Mercutio, Romeo and 
Tybalt. It created a fly-on-the wall 
effect as a viewer, which helped 
create an emotional connection as 
the plot progressed, and it worked.  
By the final five minutes of the 
movie, I was crying harder than 
when I saw “Les Miserables.” 

As a whole, “Romeo and Juliet” 

Miley Cyrus’ “Bangerz” is Filled with Snoozers

was not a bad movie, just simply 
predictable. The production value 
was surprisingly good, and the ac-
tors did fit their roles for the most 
part. If you are in need of a good 
cathartic cry after a bad day, then 
this is one you will want to watch, 
as this movie left me in tears. For 
there never was a film that left in 
more woe than that of Juliet and 
her Romeo.

PHOTO TAKEN from thehollywoodreporter.com

“Romeo and Juliet” uses the classic approach: historically 
accurate setting and costumes. 

they do on these tracks, making 
you want to suffer a mild concus-
sion just to forget you even heard 
them.

Part of the problem with the in-
consistency of “Bangerz” lies in 
its production, which was in the 
hands of so many different pro-
ducers. It’s no wonder it sounds 
all over the place, but that’s not 
to say the production is all bad. 
In fact, some of the dancier 
tracks, like “Someone Else” and 
the will.i.am produced “Do My 
Thang,” sport some pretty excit-
ing, though generic, beats, which 
help carry the tracks despite their 
other shortcomings.

What never manages to stand 
out, however, are the album’s 
lyrics. Complaining about lyrics 
in a pop record always feels dic-
ey to me, but the overall point-
lessness of them on “Bangerz” 
feels worth mentioning. Most 

of the album’s lyrics are love-
themed, but they are often so 
vapid and meaningless that 
it’s hard to really feel any-
thing when the album is at its 
most emotional.

Then there’s the other side of 
the coin, where the lyrics cast 
Cyrus as a confident free-spir-
it who does what she wants, 
when she wants it. But despite 
completely contradicting her-
self by saying how much she 
needed someone in the sappy 
love song beforehand, the 
“free-spirited” lyrics on tracks 
like “Do My Thang” and “We 
Can’t Stop” never go farther 
than generic YOLO sloganeer-
ing that reveals nothing deep 
about the person singing them.

“Bangerz” is not just a bad 
pop album, but a cheap, dis-
posable one that feels so par-
ticularly plastic and hyper-
modern that I doubt most of 
these songs will hold up at all 
past a year or two (seriously, 
there’s a song with a freaking 
hashtag in the title). 

I guess that’s the best way 
in which “Bangerz” ties in 
with its star’s divisive perso-
na – Cyrus’ antics and devil-
may-care attitude is certainly 
the talk of the town now, but 
only until the next edgy starlet 
grabs our attention.

Ultimately, however, you 
should do your best to avoid 
this one and not give Mi-
ley Cyrus the time of day. 
“Bangerz” nowhere near justi-
fies her desperate, engineered 
cries for attention with any 
worthwhile music and makes 
it all feel like even more of 
a sham. But just ignore it, as 
it’ll all be over before you even 
know it.

“Romeo and Juliet”: A New Take on an Old Tale

[Romeo 
and Juliet] 
interacted 

with a genuine 
naïve nature 

that warms the 
heart.
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Senior Alexis Fox is an Eng-
lish education major who has 
been singing for as long as she 
can remember. She first picked 
up the guitar when she was 12 
years old. Fox said, “I actually 
traded in my elementary school 
grade clarinet for it! It was a 
left-handed guitar, but for some 
reason it was strung right hand-
ed, and that kind of just stuck.” 
Since then, Alexis has started 
writing her own songs and giv-
ing live performances.

Fox wrote her first song when 
she was in the sixth grade af-
ter starting a band with some 
friends. Fox explained, “We’d 
write our own lyrics and come 
up with tunes, and then sing 
them along with karaoke ver-
sions of other songs. It didn’t 
last very long.” 

When asked about what ini-
tially inspired her to begin writ-
ing her own songs, Fox stated, 
“I just wanted to have my own 
music to sing along to. I wanted 
to be able to create something 
instead of just copy what’s al-
ready been done.” 

Despite writing her own mu-
sic, Fox never really performed 
live, “I’d only really played 
in front of people I knew and, 
generally, only with covers. I’d 
been writing songs for quite a 
while, but I’d never felt confi-
dent enough in them to bring 
them out into the open.” But all 
this changed during Fox’s study 
abroad trip to London during 
her sophomore year at the Uni-
versity.

Fox said that the prominent 
music scene of the city broke 
her out of her shell, “The first 
time I performed in London, I 
just sang Peggy Lee’s ‘Fever’ 
with a jazz band in a bar full of 
strangers. I was nervous as all 
hell, but it was the most liber-
ating experience. Even though I 
wasn’t performing with my own 
song, it kind of made me real-
ize that when you’re pouring 
your soul into something, you 
don’t really have all that much 

“When witches don’t fight, 
we burn,” says a deliciously 
dark Fiona Goode (played with 
excellency by Jessica Lange). 
This statement alone assures 
the audience that they’re in for 
a magical and wicked good time 
for “American Horror Story: Co-
ven,” the third season in the hit 
anthology series. With each sea-
son comes a new theme of fanta-
sy and real horrors, and this time 
around, the witches of Louisiana 
are here to cast a spell on you.

It’s modern day New Orleans 
and after discovering that she 
is a witch possessing a unique 
bloodline (traced back to the 
Salem Witch Trials), Zoe Ben-
son (Taissa Farmiga) is sent to 
Miss Robichaux’s Academy for 
Exceptional Young Ladies. It’s 
a mysterious school where she 
encounters three other young 
witches, who too possess magi-
cal powers and this bloodline. 

It’s not long before the “Su-
preme” witch Fiona Goode re-
turns to warn them that witches 
are in danger and that they need 
to be prepared. After flash-
ing back to New Orleans 1834 
with torturous, slave-dweller 
Madame Delphine LaLaurie 
(played by a sheer evil Kathy 
Bates), Goode looks to the past, 
in order to help their future 
against voodoo and its Queen.

 Without an exceptional cast, 
then this show would fall flat. 
Luckily, “American Horror Sto-
ry: Coven” delivers in episode 
one, entitled “Bitchcraft,” with 
excellent acting by the actors, 
who bring the terror to the small 
screen. In the first episode alone, 
there are three standout perfor-
mances already, and they are 
here to scare you. 

Returning actress Jessica 
Lange is playing Supreme witch, 
Fiona Goode. She has no time 
for games and is prepping these 
youthful witches for an oncom-
ing war against voodoo, witch-
craft’s nemesis. Lange nails ev-
ery line not only on point, but 
with utter and upfront honesty 
that is eerie in itself. Her car-
nivorous candor slays with hints 
of humor that add spunk. When 
she says, “don’t make me drop 
a house on you.” you can’t help 
but to laugh and to fear her as 
well. 

Newcomer to the series, Kathy 
Bates, plays Madame Delphine 
LaLaurie, a socialite and serial 
killer of slaves in an 1834 New 

Orleans. The episode opens 
with her hosting a dinner party 
with grace and poise for all of 
her guests to admire. We soon 
cut to her attic, which is filled 
with scarred, dismembered and 
shrieking slaves. One particular 
slave is shackled and strung up, 
awaiting his impending torture. 
This so-called classy lady now 
flips the switch and becomes 
100 percent horrifying. Bates 
embodies this real-life figure 
with pure evil and is absolutely 
cringe-worthy with her brutal 
inflictions. 

Although she makes a brief 
appearance in the season opener, 
Angela Bassett makes a strong 
impression. Playing Voodoo 
Queen Marie Laveau, she has it 
out for LaLaurie and confronts 
her face to face with revenge in 
mind. Bassett shines with her 
wrath, mysterious demure and 
Cajun accent. Laveau doesn’t 
appear very long on screen, but 
through a flashback and connec-
tion to LaLaurie, the Voodoo 
ride has just begun and isn’t 
slowing down anytime soon.

While these three women 
steal the show, supporting char-
acters can’t be ignored, because 
they too are great. Returning 
cast members Evan Peters, Tais-
sa Farmiga and Sarah Paulson 
all start off strong for the first 
episode. They’re no beginners 
to the crazy and scary ways of 
the series and it shows. Each one 
sinks into their characters and 
is ready for what is thrown at 
them. 

The series has been known to 
take on controversial issues in 
the past and they don’t stop with 
this new season. With a rating of 
TV-MA, they have good reason 
to be rated so. It’s packed with 
controversy, which includes 
scenes of rape. For those who 
aren’t aware of how the show 
likes to push the limits (in their 
first season subtitled “Murder 
House,” they had a school shoot-
ing apart of the storyline), then 
“Coven” and previous seasons 
are not for the easily offended. 
This show is without a doubt for 
mature adults only.

“American Horror Story: Co-
ven” delivers an enormously en-
tertaining episode that packs a 
punch. It’s here to shock, enter-
tain and push the limits for tele-
vision. This episode is an im-
mense thrill ride that immerses 
the audience into a true Ameri-
can horror story: the spooky 
and eerie magical past of New 
Orleans.

to lose.” 
After her first experience per-

forming live, Fox regularly per-
formed every week during her 
four-month trip. The new con-
fidence continued to boost and 
performing live became one of 
her passions. When asked about 
her favorite part of live perfor-
mance, Fox emphasized the au-
dience connection, “I love be-
ing able to see music and lyrics 
that I’ve tried so hard to capture 
whatever I’m feeling become 
understood by the people I play 
for. When people share similar 
experiences, knowing that for 
one second your story and theirs 
meshed is really cool to me.”

While in London, Fox met a 
fellow musician, Ross Collum, 
through open mic nights at local 
pubs. The two have performed 
and recorded some music to-
gether during their time in Lon-
don. On Fox’s second trip to 
London a few months after her 
study abroad trip, they recorded 
a cover of Lana Del Rey’s “Vid-
eo Games.” 

In regards to performing with 
Fox, Collum stated, “She was 
very professional, she had the 
words and arrangement down 
before we’d met to rehearse, 
but most importantly she wasn’t 
just going through the notes, 
she was giving the song the pas-
sion it needed.” He continued, 
“[‘Video Games’] is a very ‘pro-
vocative’ song, or it was the way 
she was singing it, which is ex-
actly what it needed.” 

Collum enjoyed working with 
Fox and hopes they can contin-
ue performing together. He said, 
“Great voice, great performer, 
[it’s a] shame she’s on the oth-
er side of the world. I’d love to 
work with her again.”

One of Fox’s favorite live per-
forming experiences also oc-
curred during her study abroad 
trip. “It was one of the last few 
weeks I had left there and I’d 
written a song about how head-
over-heels in love with the city I 
am. The place was pretty packed 
that night, and I remember look-
ing out into the audience to see 
everyone clapping to the rhythm 

and swaying,” she said. 
She went on to say, “It was 

probably the most picturesque 
and perfect moment I could have 
asked for.”

Since her experience in Lon-
don, Fox has continued to pur-
sue her music passion in the 
form of a new acapella group 
on campus, The Sea Sharps. Fox 
and fellow senior Chelsea Bar-
reto formed the group last year. 

Barreto talked about what it 
was like performing with Fox: 
“We feed off of each other! I 
always like singing with Alexis 
because she has so much to give 
as a performer, especially when 
you’re relying on the other per-
son to do their part.” 

When asked about what it was 
like working with Fox in the 
group, Barreto stated, “It’s a lot 
of fun! She has a lot of great in-
sights and she is really talented. 
She really has an ear for music! 
We sometimes get together and 
do covers of songs, she’s a lot 
of fun to sing with and it’s great 
singing with someone who is so 
talented!” 

Fox said performing live is 
difficult lately, “Now that the 
school year’s back up and run-
ning, it’s been a little tougher to 
find that balance towards music 
and work, but slowly and surely 
I’m regaining my sea legs!” 

She found an opportunity a 
couple weeks ago when she gave 
a live performance on WCMX. 
Fox sang two of her originals, 
“Stay” and “Title-less,” as well 
as a cover of Macklemore’s 
“Can’t Hold Us.” 

Although the study abroad 
experience had a significant im-
pact on Fox, she also draws in-
spiration from home. Fox said, 
“Obviously London’s impacted 
me pretty severely in what I do, 
but I’d be lying if I said Jersey 
didn’t have a piece of my heart, 
as well.” 

Currently, Fox is working 
on an EP featuring all origi-
nal music. To listen to some of 
her music check out AlexisFox.
bandcamp.com or her Facebook 
page, facebook.com/AlexisFox-
Music. 

JESSICA DEIGERT
CONTRIBUTING WRTIER

WILL BRUCELLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Student Spotlight: 
Alexis Fox

How London Brought Out One Student’s Inner Rockstar

“American Horror 
Story” Thrills
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Alexis Fox is currently recording her EP (Extended Play, a short album) and has a single titled “It Can, 
and It Will” available for purchase on AlexisFox.bandcamp.com.

PHOTO TAKEN from bloody-disgusting.net

“American Horror Story: Coven” follows young witches 
learning to harness their power in present-day New Orleans.
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New SGA Senators Share Their Excitement

Ten new Student Government 
Association (SGA) senators were 
selected last month as representa-
tives of not only their grade level, 
but the school as a whole. Six of the 
new senators agreed to discuss their 
interview process, goals for the new 
school year, and even the first SGA 
meeting.

“I want to leave my footprint on 
this school and change it for the bet-
ter,” freshman Garrett Brown said. 
As an ice hockey player, he lives by 
Wayne Gretzky’s quote, “You miss 
100 percent of the shots you don’t 
take.” 

“I’m not afraid to throw my 
ideas and myself out there. I want 
Monmouth to not be afraid to throw 
itself out there too,” Brown said. 
“We are a school of diversity and we 
can come together with each other’s 
ideas and work as a community.”

Brown values the school’s phrase 
“Hawks Fly Together,” as displayed 
on the newly printed agenda books 
that freshmen receive. Additionally, 

Brown is hoping to create changes in 
the Study Abroad Department.

“I really want to upgrade the 
Study Abroad Department to give 
more students access to Monmouth 
sponsored trips.”

Sophomore Trevor Rawlik was 
nervous for his interview because it 
was a panel of about 10 people and 
he was the last of 34 people to be 
interviewed. He came in his Student 
Ambassador’s work polo and waited 
an hour before being interviewed.    

Though Rawlik was nervous, he 
spoke about his pride and love of the 
University. “I want everyone to en-
joy Monmouth as much as I do by 
attending various events, volunteer-
ing and getting involved with cam-
pus life and activities,” Rawlik said. 
As a senator he hopes to gain leader-
ship skills and be able to volunteer in 
various activities on campus. 

Rawlik described the first SGA 
meeting as official and comparable 
to real world government. “There 
was the classic government talk 
of passing motions and discussing 
budgets,” Rawlik said. “The meet-
ing was a whirlwind as the position 

leaders conversed in almost another 
language.”

“I believe the one main activ-
ity that helped me gain the position 
was Model Congress,” Freshman 
Kaylie Mazza said. Mazza was an 
active member for all four years of 
her high school career. “The club re-
ally helped my public speaking and 
it also gave me some background on 
government settings,” she added. 

Before the interview, Mazza de-
veloped different questions that 
she might have been asked. These 
were questions such as, “Why are 
you qualified for this position?” and 
“What makes you think you deserve 
this over the other students compet-
ing for it?”

“I told myself to just breathe and 
be myself,” Mazza said. “If I did 
that, I could answer any questions 
thrown my way.” Mazza hopes that 
through SGA, she can meet other 
fellow students. “I want to use my 
position as a senator to get my foot 
in the door and make my freshman 
year a good one full of excitement.” 

Freshman Meaghan Wheeler 
was Vice President of her high 
school class and participated in 
student government. She was also 
a peer leader for underclassmen her 
senior year of high school. Wheeler 
believes all these different activities 
helped her gain her senator posi-
tion. 

Yet, in the midst of all her in-
volvement in high school, she was 
diagnosed with Lymphoma, a type 
of blood cancer, at the age of 18. “I 
had to dig deep for six straights of 
brutal chemotherapy, blood trans-
fusions and surgeries to stand here 
today and call myself a cancer sur-
vivor,” she said. Wheeler wants her 
fellow students to know that, “no 
matter how deep you think it is, or 
it can get, there will always be a 
light at the end of the tunnel.”

Wheeler is excited to form friend-
ships and bonds that could last years 
past the four she is spending at the 
University. “I want to get involved 
and help make Monmouth Univer-
sity a happier and healthier place, 
but besides that, I want to make new 
friendships with new perspectives, 
backgrounds and ideas,” she said.

Freshman Danielle Romanowski 
was a part of her high school’s Peer 
Leadership Program. “The program 

dealt with building team work, com-
munication, and leadership skills,” 
she said. Her hope is to get to know 
everyone on the senate this year 
and to make a difference at the Uni-
versity. “When I received the good 
news about being selected, I was so 
ecstatic,” Romanowski said. “I knew 
what an amazing opportunity it was 
to be on the SGA and I was excited 
to start attending meetings.”

Freshman Victoria Wright is 
excited to create a positive influ-
ence on the University. “SGA, 
like government and politics, 
has a lot to do with being able to 
speak your own voice, and stand 
up and fight for what you feel is 
right,” Wright said. “I think that 
as senators, we use our voices to 
solve the problems we see around 
campus, and we use our voices 
to make changes for the better of 
the University as whole.”

Wright remembers the first SGA 
meeting being so surreal to her, with 
her name tag in front of her seat 
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Staying Young in a Grown-Up World

College is often thought of as 
the last four years to be young 
before one is forced to enter 
the real world, but for many, 
the pressures to grow up begin 
during freshman year. The new 
responsibility of being on one’s 
own combined with juggling 
classes, friendships, work, ath-
letics, and everything else that 
college has to offer can catapult 
college students into adulthood 
before they are ready. 

In order to fight these pres-
sures, members of the Univer-
sity community have come up 
with some simple ways to keep 
the inner child alive and combat 
the stress of growing up. 

Sophomore Thomas Egan 
said that his trick to staying 
youthful is all in his attitude. 
“I guess I always keep a posi-
tive attitude on things and re-
member that it could always be 
worse,” he said. 

Egan is also a member of the 
Student Activities Board (SAB) 
and said that being a part of a 
club and being able to partici-
pate in the fun events helps him 
to relieve stress and keep his 
mind off of school for a period 
of time. To stay in touch with 

his inner child, Egan said he 
enjoys listening to music and 
watching television shows that 
were popular when he was a 
child. 

Sophomore Dylan Vargas re-
lies on his friends to help him 
fight the pressures of growing 
up. He said that hanging out 
with his friends at night helps 
him to relieve some of the stress 
of the day. “Doing homework 
with friends or roommates 
makes it seem less tedious and 
reminds me that the people 
around me are in the same situ-
ation.” 

Vargas said another trick for 
remaining youthful is going out 
on the weekends. “You get two 
days every week to get away 
from classes and school and do 
what you want to do. I usually 
go to the beach or hang out with 
my friends. Doing spontaneous 
things in the moment helps a lot 
too,” said Vargas. 

Vargas added, “There was one 
night during the Spring semes-
ter where my friends and I went 
outside and played a midnight 
kickball game in the snow and it 
was the most fun I had in weeks. 
Little things like that really help 
to keep my inner child alive.” 

Dr. Gloria Rotella, specialist 
professor of music and theatre 

arts, offered advice for students 
from her experience at the Uni-
versity and also from when she 
was a student herself. Rotella 
believes how a person remains 
youthful in college all depends 
on their outlook and “not sweat-
ing the small stuff.” 

As a professor she has seen 
what works for students and 
what does not. “One of the pri-
mary ways that I see students 
handle this is by developing 
a time management routine. 
Those students designate time 
for study, exercise, nutrition and 
social activities,” Rotella said.

 Rotella also suggests that 
students finding a form of ex-
ercise they can enjoy can be a 
great outlet and that partici-
pating in groups and clubs can 
provide students with a coun-
ter-balance to their academic 
studies. “Having a fun ritual 
that you can enjoy either by 
yourself or with others such as 
movie night, Friday night din-
ner with friends or scheduled 
gym workouts also contribute 
to alleviating stress,” she said.

 Rotella had a routine of her 
own to remain youthful during 
her time in studying. “During 
my college days, participa-
tion in music ensembles, daily 
yoga, and hiking helped me to 

achieve balance that led to my 
youthful outlook on life which 
has followed me to this day.”

Remaining youthful in col-
lege despite all the pressures 
students face may be easy to 

MEGAN KLEESCHULTE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

achieve if students have a good 
outlook on the situation and a 
routine that helps them to shed 
off the stress of school. This en-
ables people to remember their 
inner youth.

PHOTO TAKEN from melhusbarnehagen.ning.com

Many students are forced to grow up during their time in college, 
but maintaining one’s youth simultaneously is not impossible.

reading, “Victoria Wright, Senator.” 
She said, “I was pretty quiet during 
the first meeting, just trying to take 
it all in as we discussed the different 
policies and procedures.”

Wright added, “We voted on if a 
certain club should receive money 
for a trip or not and it was a unani-
mous yes. We then proceeded to 
vote for freshman homecoming lord 
and lady out of all the freshmen sen-
ators. It was a really great meeting 
overall.”  

In preparation for her interview 
process, Wright met with her ori-
entation leader, Michael Qualiano, 
who is a senator himself. “He helped 
to give me great tips on how the in-
terview would go down and what to 
expect,” she said. She also updated 
her resume and emphasized points 
that she thought the panel of senate 
members would find important. 

SGA meetings are open to all stu-
dents. Meetings are every Wednes-
day on the third floor of the Rebecca 
Stafford Student Center at 2:30 pm. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Tara Egenton

Sophomore Trevor Rawlik is enthusiastic about developing   
leadership skills and getting involved with events on campus.

PHOTO COURTESY of Tara Egenton

Freshman Kaylie Mazza credits her SGA experience for improved 
public speaking skills and knowledge of government settings.
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Fighting the Flu and Other Illnesses This Fall

It is now fall and that means 
more time inside with others 
and more cold, f lu and stomach 
viruses going around.  This is 
not happening because of the 
cold weather, but because peo-
ple are coming in closer contact 
with each other.   

Freshman Jacqueline Burzo 
said that she had an early case 
of the bug. “The first week of 
October, I was sick with a cold. 
I did not think to use the Health 
Services on campus,” Vurzo 
said. “I do think sicknesses are 
more common when the weath-
er changes because your im-
mune system is down when it is 
cold outside.” 

Sophomore Caliean Andel 
felt the same since the weather 
change caused her to feel a little 
sluggish. “I was not sick with a 
cold. I just had a little cough but 
it was nothing big.” 

Living in the dorms also 
helps to spread these aliments 
quicker. This is because every-
one is in tight quarters and be-
cause viruses can stay on sur-
faces for long periods of time if 
not cleaned. Also, the droplets 
that are inhaled when one does 
not cover his or her mouth when 
coughing can easily spread vi-
ruses.  

This is especially the case in 
triples and suites where six to 
ten people share a small space.  
Junior Rachel Fox recalled, 
“While I did not go to the health 
center, I came down with a bad 
stomach bug around finals 
week.  Someone in my suite got 

it, then my friend and I got it a 
few hours later.  This was very 
unpleasant because I was feel-
ing ill all night, but I could only 
let it run its course.”  

Erin Kenney, assistant profes-
sor in the department of disabil-
ity services remembers when she 
became severely ill in college. 
“I came down with mono one 
year and it knocked me out for 
a month,” said Kenney.  She ex-
plained to her education students, 
“Your immune system builds up 
so when you are freshmen, you 
are likely to get sick a lot. But 
this happens less and less as you 
move up and you adapt to the 
new environment,” said Kenney. 
She also advises her students to 
be careful in the dorms because 
germs spread quickly.

The University’s Health Center 
is where students can go if they 
are not feeling well. Emails, such 
as the one sent out earlier in the 
term of the suspected mumps out-
break, are used to alert the cam-
pus community. People are often 
not educated until the need arises 
and an illness becomes apparent.  

The norovirus outbreak at 
Rider University last year is a 
prime example, because this 
was also very important for the 
campus community to be edu-
cated on. Assistant Director of 
Counseling and Psychology, 
Thomas McCarthy, said, “The 
University community will get 
notified when there is a poten-
tial threat to campus, but luck-
ily we have had no major out-
breaks to date.” 

It is important to be prepared 
and for one not to let their guard 
down during this time of year. 

Washing one’s hands is the 
most preventative measure they 
can take, even though supple-
ments can help as well.          

A student who wishes to re-
main anonymous said, “All my 
roommates got sick and then I 
got sick.  I had a bad cough and 

WESLEY BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

The Khan Academy Innovates Education

SHAHARYAR AHMAD
SCIENCE EDITOR

Reaching a total of 1.4 million 
subscribers, the Khan Academy 
has marched forward on actualiz-
ing its mission to provide a “free 
world-class education to anyone, 
anywhere.” 

The non profit website, led by 
ex-hedge fund analyst turned 
education pioneer Salman Khan, 
has uploaded over 3,840 YouTube 
mini-lectures spanning topics 
from K-12 math, calculus, phys-

ics, biology, chemistry, econom-
ics, finance, computer science, 
and world history. The ten-minute 
videos, which have garnered an 
impressive 312 million YouTube 
views, are only half of what the 
Khan Academy has to offer.

An infinite amount of unique 
problems can be generated to pro-
vide additional practice on master-
ing the material at hand. Not only 
do students have access to this 
expansive problem set, they also 
have step-by-step hints to under-
stand the problem-solving process 
to get to the correct answers. 

Though Khan’s idea of an on-
line school is not unique, it is his 
lax teaching style and ability to ex-

plain difficult concepts in a concise 
manner that has allowed the website 
to gain the momentum it has now. 
The complex calculus problems 
manifested by Khan’s doodles with 
a pen tablet are recorded by screen 
capture software and narrated by 
his voice as he never shows himself 
on the camera. 

“I like you better on YouTube 
than in person,” Khan’s cousin Na-
dia told him after watching his first 
tutorial on least common multiples.  
Despite its amusing sentiment, Na-
dia’s comment sheds light on an 

ulterior framework of thinking that 
Khan has been trying to understand 
and address. 

The virtual classroom, unlike its 
physical counterpart, is free of the 
confines of social intimidation prev-
alent in typical classrooms where 
only a handful of students dare to 
ask questions. With the videos how-
ever, no instructor is asking “Do 
you understand this topic?” as he or 
she waits to begin covering the next 
set of lectures. 

Students can, in the latter ap-
proach, engage in their own learn-
ing. They can pause lectures, re-
wind or forward through them, and 
replay them as many times as they 
need. If students forget certain con-

cepts covered in the lecture, they 
can easily revisit previous videos to 
brush up on their foundation. 

Dr. Danuta Szwajkajzer, chem-
istry professor at the University, 
thinks that Khan Academy will 
only grow in popularity in the up-
coming future. “There are so many 
things that students need to learn. 
Books keep getting bigger and class 
time is not always enough to explain 
concepts in a way that all students 
can grasp immediately. Sometimes 
you just need a different perspec-
tive,” said Szwajkajzer. “The short 
visual explanations of Khan Acad-
emy are available online any time 
you need them, so why not try?”

Dorothy Cleary, Director of Tu-
toring and Writing Services, said, 
“The potential for the website is 
great, particularly as a supplemental 
resource for students trying to learn 
difficult concepts. I most often rec-
ommend it to students for physics, 
math and business related concepts, 
and also encourage my tutors to use 
it during their tutoring sessions to 
reinforce concepts.”

Cleary added, “I explain to stu-
dents that this free resource gives 
them an opportunity to focus on 
concepts and get some review at 
their own pace, and it is readily 
available to them 24/7. Frequently, 
I log in and demonstrate one or 
more of the videos to the students 
and the reaction is always the 
same: ‘That’s so cool. I will defi-
nitely use that!’”

Szwajkajzer said, “I would 
definitely recommend [The Khan 
Academy] to all of my students, es-
pecially for chemistry.” She added, 
“Some students learn by listening 
in class, while others read textbooks 
or solve problems, sometimes [stu-
dents] have to visually ‘see’ the 
concepts or need another approach 
or explanation. The Khan Academy 

is trying to present concepts in a 
way that anyone could understand, 
and seems to work for so many stu-
dents.” 

“My single biggest goal is to de-
liver things the way I wish they 
were delivered to me,” Khan said in 
an interview with The Chronicle for 
Higher Education. When unfamil-
iar with a topic he wants to teach, 
Khan gives himself a crash course 
first. 

In an instance where he was 
preparing for a lecture on entropy, 
Khan said, “I took two weeks off 
and I just pondered it, and I called 
every professor and everyone I 
could talk to and I said, ‘Let’s go 
have a glass of wine about en-
tropy.’ After about two weeks it 
clicked in my brain, and I said, 
‘now I’m willing to make a video 
about entropy.’”

As it continues to grow in size 
and notoriety, the Khan Academy 
has challenged some of higher edu-
cation’s most revered ideals: that 
Ph.D.’s make the best teachers, that 
75 minute lectures are the ideal way 
to relate concepts, and that learn-
ing in lecture halls is better than 
through videos. Khan has argued 
that his lectures disprove these no-
tions. 

Henry Alcabes, junior account-
ing major at the University, believes 
that “Khan Academy provides an 
excellent way to either learn a new 
subject or just reinforce what you 
learned in a prior class. Plus, it is 
more trustworthy than Wikipedia.” 

“Education,” said post-baccalau-
reate student Chris Mattielli, “has 
become a business. Outside of all 
the personal help Khan Academy 
has been for me, its biggest contri-
bution is free, easy access to infor-
mation and knowledge.” 

Holding degrees in electrical 
engineering, mathematics, and 

the Health Center helped give the 
right remedy for it. They were re-
ally helpful and I got better fast.” 
The student continued, “With the 
flu season coming, the Health 
Center offered flu shots last week 
to help prevent the spread of the 
flu.”   

Secondary education major 
Katie Abeltin gets a f lu shot ev-
ery year. “When I was a fresh-
man in another college, I got a 
bad case of the f lu that left me 
sick for a month.  I have always 
gotten the shot ever since,” she 
said. 

PHOTO TAKEN from immunology.org.il

Flu shots can prevent students from getting ill this fall season, especially living in such close quarters 
on campus. 

computer science from MIT and 
an MBA from Harvard, Salman 
Khan has affected the lives of mil-
lions of students over the world as 
he moves forward in revolutioniz-
ing the face of education. Already, 
pilot programs have emerged in 
California where public schools 
are flipping the traditional class-
room model. 

Teachers are assigning Khan 
Academy lectures for homework 
and students are doing homework 
problems in the classroom, foster-
ing a more personalized and col-
laborative atmosphere as a result.

Patrick Fedick, senior chemis-
try major, said, “Khan Academy 
saved my grade in calculus, phys-
ics and even general chemistry 
because the videos explained the 
content material extremely well. 
The lecturer is a bit dry and at 
times is repetitive, however, when-
ever I was stuck and there was a 
video on the topic, it was one of the 
first resources I went to.” 

“Khan Academy,” Fedick said, 
“is really convenient because it 
also has videos that can be down-
loaded on your smartphone, so 
sometimes before an exam I would 
pull out my phone and watch a 
portion of them as a review.” 

Despite the far-reaching impact 
of the Khan Academy, its humble 
origins stemmed merely from 
Khan’s efforts to make YouTube 
tutorials for his younger cousins. 
As random people started watch-
ing his videos, Khan became 
inspired by his new reach and 
continued producing videos, even-
tually completing the first math 
playlists. 

His efforts became actualized 
not due to the success of the me-
dium, but through the diligent te-
nacity with which he produced his 
lectures for the past decade. 

“I explain to students that this 
free resource gives them an 

opportunity to focus on concepts 
and get some review at their own 
pace, and it is readily available to 

them 24/7.”
DOROTHY CLEARY

Director of Tutoring and Writing Services

A Free Online Learning Resource Serves as a Tool for Both Teachers and Students
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Landon Austin Kicks off SAB Coffee House Series
CASEY WOLFE
FEATURES EDITOR

Rising YouTube cover artist 
Landon Austin played an acous-
tic set on the Magill Club Patio 
on Oct. 8 at 7 pm. The event was 
hosted by the Student Activities 
Board (SAB). 

Refreshments were served as 
Austin played a range of pop 
music covers and original songs. 
Originally from Nashville, TN, 
Austin said that this was his first 
time in NJ. He has toured up the 
coast for the past month, making 
his way from FL to NJ.  

Austin started his performance 
with a story about his encounter 
with Taylor Swift. According to 
Austin, the pop-country singer 
tweeted him, complimenting his 
cover of her song “Sparks Fly” on 
YouTube. Days later, he ran into 
her in a local grocery store where 
she recognized him again in per-
son. Austin then had the opportu-
nity to go to Swift’s concert with 
her family.

Austin’s story provided a tran-
sition into his first song, a mash-
up of pop songs such as Taylor 
Swift’s “We Are Never Getting 
Back Together,” Jessie J’s “Price 
Tags,” One Direction’s “What 
Makes You Beautiful” and Katy 

Perry’s “Teenage Dream.” 
Throughout his performance, 

Austin covered songs by other 
pop artists such as Icona Pop, 
Iyaz, Foster the People and Jus-
tin Bieber. He also played a few 
throwback songs including Train’s 
“Drops of Jupiter.” Austin ended 

the night with “Here Comes the 
Sun,” his favorite song to cover, 
he said. Though he credited his 
cover songs for starting his mu-
sic career, Austin sang three of 
his original songs titled “Once 
in a Lifetime,” “Stop Time” and 
“Smile.” The audience sang along 
to “Smile.” 

Tom Egan, Concerts Chair of 
SAB, introduced this year’s Cof-
fee House Series to the Univer-
sity. “The series got started be-
cause we wanted to showcase new 
artists who are currently touring 

in the United States,” said Egan. 
“We decided to build a coffee 
house theme around a concert 
series to turn a smaller event 
into something that the students 
can engage in. This type of event 
[catches] students’ interest so they 
can always expect unique artists, 

making them want to return.”
Sophomore Genesis Sanchez, 

who attended the performance 
with her roommate, said she en-
joyed the musical selection. “I 
liked that [Austin] played songs 
that the audience knew,” Sanchez 
said. “And I love Acoustic music.”

Freshman Tyler Bonafede, who 
attended the event with his sister, 
agreed. “It was nice. I liked the 
audience involvement; that was 
fun,” Bonafede said. 

Graduating from Belmont Col-
lege in 2011, Austin said he enjoys 

playing shows for students. “I like 
college audiences because they 
are closer to my age group. I just 
got through college so I feel like I 
can relate to them,” said Austin. 
“I do a lot of college shows and 
tour other venues in between.”

To students who are trying to 

launch their career in any field af-
ter graduation, Austin said, “The 
key is just working hard and never 
stopping. No one is going to care 
about what you do as much as you 
do, so you can’t wait around for 
someone else to make it happen.”

Amy Bellina, Director of Stu-
dent Activities and Student Cen-
ter Operations, said, “One of the 
goals for the Student Activities 
Board is to provide a variety of 
entertainment, which would in-
clude different types of music to 
reach a variety of students and 

their interests.  In the case of a 
coffee house, the music is offered 
in a more intimate setting than 
some of the other concerts.”

Egan said that artists such as 
Austin have generated good feed-
back. “Compared to past years, 
we have gotten a lot of a posi-
tive response from students about 
the artists.  We also saw our at-
tendance increase in our Coffee 
House series, as well as all of our 
other SAB events,” Egan said. 

The venue for Austin’s show 
had not previously been used 
before. “To kick off our Coffee 
House series, we had Landon 
Austin perform outside on Ma-
gill Lounge Patio.  This is a new 
space that we have never used be-
fore and it turned out to be a great 
location.  We will definitely be us-
ing this in the spring time,” said 
Egan. 

SAB’s next Coffee House show 
will be on Nov. 5 and will feature 
singer and pianist, Kurt Scobie. 
“My expectation for the series 
is to build a bigger audience for 
each show and create a sense of 
community among students,” said 
Egan. “A long term goal of ours 
is to expand the Coffee House se-
ries so we can make it a part of the 
campus culture that students will 
never want to miss out on.”

“The key is just working hard and never stopping. No 
one is going to care about what you do as much as 

you do, so you can’t wait around for someone else to 
make it happen.”

LANDON AUSTIN
Musician

“Fall into P   nk” Coming to MU
BRIANNA MCCABE
CLUB & GREEK EDITOR

The University’s Shadow 
PR Firm and Public Relations 
Student Society of America 
(PRSSA) Chapter and Zeta Tau 
Alpha (ZTA) are hosting “Fall 
into Pink!” event outside of the 
Rebecca Stafford Student Cen-
ter patio on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 
from 11 am – 4 pm to benefit 
Breast Cancer Awareness and 
the Shadow PR Firm and the 
PRSSA Chapter. 

Activities that will be held 
will include $1 “Pie a Zeta,” $1 
pumpkin painting and a bake 
sale. There will also be a silent 
auction with chances to bid on 
select items such as $100 gift 
cards to Halloween Express, 
$20 gift cards to Surf Taco and 
a Pandora charm bracelet. Gen-
eral donations will also be ac-
cepted. 

Kelly Brockett, co-President 
of PRSSA, said, “PRSSA has 
made it their mission that when-
ever we hold a fundraiser for 
our own organization, a portion 
of the profits will be donated to 
a non-profit, charity or not-for-
profit organization. Since we 
were looking to hold a fund-
raiser in the month of October, 
we thought it would be best to 
give back to either Susan G. Ko-
men or another Breast Cancer 
awareness organization being 
that it is Breast Cancer aware-
ness month.” Brockett alongside 
co-President Kristi Silver real-
ized that breast cancer aware-
ness was ZTA’s philanthropy, 
and decided to pair up and raise 
money for both organizations. 

Mary Harris, specialist pro-
fessor and co-advisor to PRSSA, 
said this is the first year PRSSA 
has hosted this “Fall into Pink!” 
event as well as it being the first 
time they have collaborated 
with ZTA. 

According to Brockett, the 
collaboration of Shadow PR 
Firm/PRSSA and ZTA has been 
successful so far. ZTA assisted 
with the gathering of the do-
nations from local businesses 
for the silent auction whereas 
PRSSA focused more so on cre-

ating publicity for the event in 
terms of f lyers, press releases 
and campus-wide emails, and 
Facebook events. “The efforts 
have been completely 50/50 and 
we are happy to be able to do-
nate half of whatever is raised 
to ZTA and their philanthropy,” 
said Brockett. 

“By connecting with other 
student groups on campus, it 
helps us increase awareness, 
visibility and success of our 
event because we have more 
people working on it and more 
people that know about the 
event,” added Brockett. “Which, 
in turn, means the word is more 
efficiently spread and the better 
chance we have of high atten-
dance at the event.”

“I’m excited to go and eat 
some yummy pumpkin f la-
vored everything goodies!” ex-
claimed Jessica Ketch, junior 
psychology major. “Any excuse 

to splurge and dive into a table 
filled with desserts is a good ex-
cuse for me. Plus, it is going to a 
good cause.”

Last year PRSSA hosted a 
“Spring Carnival” with simi-
lar activities and raised over 
$750. Executive board members 
of PRSSA hope to surpass that 
amount at this year’s event. “It 
was actually after last year’s 
spring carnival that we decided 
to go forward with our mission 
of donating a portion of whatever 
we raise to a charity since we 
donated $250 of the $750 raised 
to one of our e-board member’s 
fundraising efforts for the Na-
tional Eczema Foundation,” said 
Brockett. 

In addition to “Fall into Pink!” 
ZTA also hosted a pink lemonade 
stand in support of Breast Cancer 
awareness in addition to tableing 
outside of the Rebecca Stafford 
Student Center every Monday. 
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Sisters of Zeta Tau Alpha (ZTA) have been supporting Breast 
Cancer Awareness with philanthropic efforts throughout the month of 
October with pink lemonade stands and tabling outside of the Rebecca 
Stafford Student Center. 

Professor Robert 
Scott to Speak at 

University 
WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ – Professor Robert Scott, of 

Monmouth University’s Department of Communication will join the 
Master of Arts Corporate and Public Communication (CPC) Colloqui-
um Speaker Series, Tuesday, Oct. 22 at 8 pm in Plangere Center 134.

Scott has more than 20 years of experience in the communication 
and media industries. His professional background includes corporate 
communication, entertainment media technology and film, television 
and video production. He is a media consultant, freelance writer/pro-
ducer and specialist professor at Monmouth University.

As a consultant and producer, Scott has worked with an array of in-
dustry innovators in digital cinema, media asset management, content 
distribution, consumer electronics and various business and creative 
strategies involving digital technologies.

Scott is presently the lead editor of ETCentric: The Industry Insid-
er’s Exchange, a collaborative online destination and daily electronic 
alert that provides technology news, trends and opinions as they relate 
to entertainment media. Winner of two Interactive Media Awards for 
design and content, ETCentric is the publishing arm of the Entertain-
ment Technology Center at the University of Southern California. 

Scott was formerly with the New Technology & New Media de-
partment at The Walt Disney Company where he managed online and 
video communication initiatives. 

Monmouth University’s graduate program in Corporate and Public 
Communication prepares students for entry into a variety of advanced 
communication professions or post-graduate programs. The 31 credit 
program—facilitated by graduate faculty possessing a broad range 
of professional and scholarly credentials—provides an in-depth, bal-
anced study of practice and theory. Monmouth also allows students to 
focus their coursework in areas such as Strategic Public Relations and 
New Media, Public Service Communication and Human Resources 
Management and Communication.

 

INTERN 
WANTED

 
 
 

Upscale retail furniture and home accessories store in Pt. Pleasant is looking for a 
well-spoken, energetic and creative intern. Ideal candidate would be: 

 
• Strong interest in sales and working with people
• A student majoring in business, marketing or social media
• Active on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, & Instagram 
• Proficient with Microsoft Office Suite  

Preferred qualifications include retail experience; flexible availability; able to 
work weekends and holidays; be hard working and reliable.

Great opportunity to learn the ins and outs of running a business!
 

Call 732-892-0728 for more information. 
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Outdoors Club Ventures to Vermont for the Weekend
MAGGIE ZELINKA

SPORTS EDITOR

While most students were leav-
ing their dorms and houses to head 
home for fall break, 10 students 
from the Outdoors Club were em-
barking on adventure they would 
never forget.

The students departed from the 
Rebecca Stratford Student Cen-
ter on Thursday, Oct. 10 at 8 am 
to arrive in Vermont at 4:30 that 
evening. The students intended 
to hike a few national parks, but 
due to the government shutdowns, 
they had a change in plans.

“We were nomads,” junior Ra-
chel Fox said. “We winged it every 
night.”

The first two nights, the stu-
dents were supposed to stay at the 
Green Mountain National Forest, 
but this trip was altered due to the 
government shutdown. 

“The most unexpected part of 
the trip was having the national 
forest campsites closed,” junior 
Mike Kulik said. 

Fortunately, the students found 
that Vermont’s state parks were 
still open to public and they drove 
to Camels Hump to hike. There, 
the students officially began their 
version of fall break.

“We hiked, we rock climbed, 

went on a rope swing, and even 
went into the town of Branden and 
ate at a local diner,” Fox said about 
the trip.

On Saturday, October 12, the 
students made a three hour jour-
ney and switched their location 
to Emerald Lake State Park. The 
men in the group got up early to 
climb prior to their hike and swim.

In Kulik’s eyes, Emerald Lake 
State Park held the true gem of 
the entire trip. “My favorite part 
was swimming to an island, hik-
ing across it, and finding the most 
amazing rope swing on the other 
side,” said Kulik.

Senior David Aviles agreed 
with Kulik as he said, “My fa-
vorite part of the trip was taking 
a plunge in the lake. Despite the 
cold water and windy mountain 
breeze the adrenaline rush and 
memories created thereby were 
worth it.”

Despite the cold water, Fox 
said the students mostly saw 
weather in the 70’s. “This camp-
ing trip could not have been more 
perfect between the weather, the 
beautiful setting, and the good 
company,” Fox concluded.

The students acted as the guinea 
pigs of this trip since this Vermont 
itinerary has never been ventured 
by MU students before. It also was 

an unofficial Outdoors Club event, 
so the students were essentially on 
their own. While that may sound 
bad, Kulik claimed this was one 
of the most fun trips he has ever 
attended, and he hopes to make 

Vermont State Parks an annual 
travel spot.

The Outdoors Club tries to in-
volve students every weekend in 
events. Their next scheduled activ-
ity will be a day hike at Palisades, 

more specifically the Bombay 
Hook Trail, on Saturday, Oct. 19. 
For more information, contact the 
Outdoors Club President, Michael 
Kulik, or the Outdoors Club advi-
sor, Professor William Reynolds.

PHOTO COURTESY of Peter Chace

Members of the Outdoors Club spent their fall break camping in Vermont from Thursday, 
Oct. 10 to Sunday, Oct. 13. 

WMCX
“The X” 88.9 FM is celebrat-

ing its 40th anniversary May 1 
- May 2, 2014. If you have any 
questions, contact Aaron Fur-
gason, advisor of WMCX, at afur-
gaso@monmouth.edu or log on to 
wmcx.com for more information.

Eye to Eye
Eye to Eye is a mentoring pro-

gram that mentors children with 
learning disabilities and ADHD 
at St. Jerome’s School. The pro-
gram pairs mentors from the 
Department of Disabilities Ser-
vices with children with similar 
disabilities. The goal of the pro-
gram is to help the students feel 
empowered when it comes to 
being in the classroom. The chil-
dren express themselves through 
art projects and this ultimately 
helps them learn about them-
selves. This program is run on 
Wednesdays at 2:30 pm. If you 
have any questions about getting 
involved email Christina Gonza-
lez at s0819331@monmouth.edu.

Social Work 
Society

The Social Work Society needs 
volunteers for its 9th Annual 
Teach-In on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 
from 3 - 7 pm. If you are inter-
ested, please contact club presi-
dent Tess La Fera at s0779102@
monmouth.edu.

Delta Phi Epsilon
Delta Phi Epsilon is hosting an 

ANAD Vigil on Tuesday, Oct. 
22, at 7:30 pm in Anacon hall. 
Please come out help us sup-
port and raise awareness of eat-
ing disorders. Enterance is free 
and donations will be accepted. 
Any questions, contact Britney 
Acquaire, president of Delta 
Phi Epsilon at s0741743@mon-
mouth.edu.

The Verge
The Verge is the online maga-

zine, specializing in original 
content generated by students. 
We have writers covering mul-
tiple subject matters.

Phi Sigma Sigma
Phi Sigma Sigma presents 

Monmouth Idol on Wednesday, 
Oct. 23, in Pollak Theatre at 10:15 
pm to support our philanthropy, 
school, and college readiness. 
Interested contestants can reg-
ister by contacting Renée Oleni-
acz at s0789194@monmouth.edu 
or Marissa Iradi at s0885338@
monmouth.edu. Tickets will be 
available for $5 presale or $7 at 
the door. If anyone has any fur-
ther information or questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
one of the sisters via email.

University Pep 
Band

The Pep Band is looking for 
additional members in all sec-
tions.  If you play f lute, clari-
net, saxophone, trumpet, mel-
lophone, trombone, baritone 
horn, tuba or percussion, we 
definitely want you! We are 
also seeking a bass guitarist for 
the first time!  The Pep Band, 
known as “The Big Sound of 
the Jersey Shore,” is the most 
visible and most active per-
forming group on campus.  

Lambda Theta Phi 
Fraternity

Lambda Theta Phi Fraternity 
Inc. will be returning to the Uni-
versity. Join them at their first in-
formation session on Oct. 17, at 
8 pm on the second floor of the 
Student Center in room 202A. 

Running Club
Meetings are every Tuesday 

and Thursday at 2:45 pm in front 
of the MAC.

We will be having a general 
meeting today at 3:30 in Bey 
Hall 133. We will be having a 
day hike on Saturday in the Pali-
sades. Next weekend we will be 
participating in the Big Event by 
cleaning up Deal Lake. We will 
also be running a trip to Scary 
Rotten Farms in Brick. Pick up 
next week’s issue of The Outlook 
for updates.

Outdoors Club

American 
Marketing 
Association

Need advice on what to include 
in your  résumé? Come to the  ré-
sumé writing and career skills 
workshop on Thursday, Oct. 31, 
from 2:15 - 4:15 pm in the Club 
Dining Room.

Residence Hall 
Association

Fall Fest will be held Wednes-
day, Oct. 23 from 6 - 9 pm on 
the Residential Quad. There will 
be pumpkin painting, psychic 
readings, a photo booth and fall 
treats!

Alpha Sigma Tau
Alpha Sigma Tau is having 

their event “Are You Smarter 
Than a Fraternity Man?” on Oct. 
30. All proceeds will be donated 
to Ashley Lauren foundation that 
raises money for children with 
cancer. Hope to see you all there! 
If you have any questions, con-
tact President Jenna Ferraro at 
s0817890@monmouth.edu. 

Club and Greek 
announCements

Bunny Flanders of 
The Valerie Fund 
to be Featured at 

Speaker Series
WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ – Bunny Flanders, Director of Mar-

keting and Communications for The Valerie Fund, will be the first 
featured speaker at Monmouth University’s Shadow PR and PRSSA 
Chapter’s Speaker Series at 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 23 in 
JP 234.

Flanders has over 35 years of experience in integrated marketing 
communications, with a proven record of establishing brand aware-
ness, increasing customer base, and creating award-winning publica-
tions. 

Flanders has done tremendous work throughout her time at The Val-
erie Fund. To name a few achievements, she helped grow revenues of 
the organization from $1.7M to $4.1M and she continues to develop 
their online marketing presence, relationships with corporate sponsors, 
creative marketing campaigns to grow event revues, and grow their 
donor base. Flanders also introduced a new fund raising initiative: an 
annual walk that raises over $1M and attracts more than 4,000 walkers 
and 1,000 runners. 

During the spring semester, PRSSA will work with Flanders and 
host an event to benefit The Valerie Fund. 

The Valerie Fund is a not-for-profit organization established in 1976 
in memory of nine-year-old Valerie Goldstein by her parents, Ed and 
Sue. Its mission is to provide support for the comprehensive health care 
of children with cancer and blood disorders. For more information 
about The Valerie Fund contact via phone 973-761-0422. 

Contact Aaron Furgason at 
afurgaso@monmouth.edu

732-263-5254
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What is something you’ve avoided doing this week?

“Today I avoided the        
Columbus Day sales because 

I am trying to save money.”

“Studying definitely.” “Hanging out with friends so 
I could do homework.”

Priscilla
junior

Shannon
senior

Kristi
junior

Kevin
freshman

Katie
junior

Jamie
psychology professor

Zack
freshman

Alexis
junior

Zak
freshman

“Studying for midterms. I 
put that stuff off until the last     

possible minute. ”

Keith
freshman

“Probably homework.”

“Christmas stuff in stores! I 
want to enjoy Halloween and 
not rush into another holiday.”

“Coming back to college, I 
literally left to come back at 7 

am today.”

“This paper which is due 
at noon.”

“My schoolwork, I’ve been 
avoiding that.”

“Lately just studying in 
general.”

Dear Students and Fans:

As we get ready to welcome friends and alumni back for Homecoming 2013 we hope to see you at the events including the annual Pep Rally that will be held on Friday, 
October 18 at 5:00 p.m. in the MAC.  As part of this year’s Pep Rally, students will have an opportunity to cheer on the Hawks, get a Homecoming t-shirt, and find out who 
will be in the Homecoming court.  We hope to see you there!

For those of you who planning to come to the football game on Saturday, October 19, we want to let you know that the parade will begin at parking lot 16 (behind the Plangere 
Center) at 12:00 pm. The Hawks will then take on Cornell University at 1:00 pm on Kessler Field.  The Monmouth University Police Department would also like to remind 
everyone who is driving to the game to pay particular attention to the no parking signs on the side streets in West Long Branch.  The University has also been informed that the 
West Long Branch Police Department will issue tickets to anyone who attempts to park their vehicle on Larchwood Avenue.

Common Sense and Good Decision Making
If you or your friends plan to tailgate at Homecoming we encourage you to read through the guidelines that are linked to the
SGA website:  www.monmouth.edu/sga.   Listed below are a few of the main rules that students and fans need to know.

•  Fans may tailgate before the game and then again for 2 hours once the game has ended.  Fans may not tailgate during the game or at half-time. Once the game 
begins, fans must enter Kessler Field or vacate the parking lots.

•  Entry into the parking lots on game day will begin at 9:30 am.
•  Tailgating will take place in the commuter lot and in parking lot 25 for fans who have reserved parking.
•  Fans that plan to consume alcohol must be 21 or older and be prepared to show legal proof of age.
•  Kegs, party balls, common source/mass quantities of alcohol, hard liquor and glass containers are not permitted.
•  Drinking games, competitive drinking, drinking paraphernalia is prohibited, will be stopped and will be confiscated.
•  Bands, DJ’s, stages, or platforms are not permitted in the parking lots.
•  Each tailgating spot may set up a tent no larger than 10 feet by 10 feet only on game day. The tent must be removed at the end of game day.
•  Fans will be required to pay a parking fee for each vehicle that enters the campus parking lots on October 19, 2013.

PLEASE NOTE: In the event a vehicle leaves and attempts to return, the fan will have to once again pay the parking
fee.

SGA will have a FREE cab service on game day between 1:00 pm and 5:30 pm that will take fans back to a local home address in the event they are unable to safely/legally 
operate their vehicle. The cabs will be located in the circular drive in front of the MAC.

If part of your Homecoming weekend involves the consumption of alcohol we ask that you do it in a safe, legal and responsible manner.   You can have fun, attend 
Homecoming and still be responsible when it comes to the use and/or distribution of alcohol.

Do you live off-campus?
If so and you are planning to host a party during Homecoming weekend, please be careful and observe all of the laws that
pertain to quality of life issues (excessive noise, trash, etc.) and the distribution and consumption of alcohol.  If your off- campus party is drawing the wrong kind of 
attention from your neighbors, you run the risk of having the police show up. Please be safe and make your Homecoming experience memorable for all of the right reasons.

GO HAWKS!
2013 Homecoming Committee
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BUFFALO WILD WINGS at MONMOUTH MALL 180 RT35S EATONTOWN 

JOIN US AT
 BUFFALO 

WILD WINGS

MONDAY 
NIGHT!
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10% off for
MU Students!

(must show valid ID)
Online orders available.

Delivery charges subject
to your location

WWe accept Visa,
Master Card, American
Express, and Discover.

 We Sell: Cheesesteaks, Salads, Buffalo wings, TexMex food and Burgers
Look out for early breakfast options!

Open until 11 AM to 4 AM 7 Days a week!
Phone: 732-923-1101 or 732-923-9237

 732.263.6889 - www.monmouth.edu/arts

MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Jake shimabukuro   & Keller williams

fri. oct.25 at 8 pm | Pollak theatre

Monmouth students enjoy 1 free ticket to 2 performing arts events per semester. After 2 free tickets are used, student cost is $5. Student tickets are limited.

Ukulele Wizard declared a 
“Musical Hero” by Rolling Stone

Music’s most fascinating 
“One Man Band” 

STUDENTS GET  FREE TICKETS!
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                                       MOMENTS AT 

              MONMOUTH

ABOVE LEFT: 
A GROUP OF STUDENTS SING 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO SHAD-
OW THE HAWK AT THE STU-
DENT CENTER 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF ALYSSA 
GRAY)
BOTTOM LEFT:
VETERANS ARE 
CELEBRATED AT THE 
COMBAT PAPER TENT 
OUTSIDE THE STUDENT 
CENTER 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF ALYSSA 
GRAY)
ABOVE RIGHT:
A CLASS OUTSIDE ENJOYS 
THE LAST SUNNY DAYS OF 
FALL 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF ALYSSA 
GRAY)

BOTTOM RIGHT:
THE LADIES OF ALPHA SIGMA 
TAU POSE FOR A PICTURE AT 
“MEET THE GREEKS” 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF ALYSSA 
TRITSCHLER)

HEY MONMOUTH!
INTERESTED IN SHARING YOUR MOMENTS? 

SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO ANY OF THE             
FOLLOWING EMAILS AND YOU JUST MIGHT 

HAVE THEM FEATURED IN THE “MOMENTS AT    
MONMOUTH” SECTION!

OUTLOOK@MONMOUTH.EDU
OR

S0848553@MONMOUTH.EDU

COMICS 
“MISGUIDED UNDERSTANDINGS” BY ALYSSA GRAY

A SO-YOU-SAY COMIX #28
COPYRIGHT 2013
All Rights Reserved

The Outlook 
Celebrates its 

80th Anniversary
Stay tuned for upcoming 

details about The Outlook’s 
80th Anniversary contest and 

how to win fabulous prizes!
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THADDEUS RICHARDS
STAFF WRITER

Hawks Drop Contest to NEC Rival St. Francis, 28-10
ALFRED TILLERSON

STAFF WRITER

The Hawks football team 
dropped their contest to the Red 
Flash of St. Francis after having 
a hard time capitalizing on their 
two first half turnovers. With a 
final score of 28-10, MU falls 
to 3-4 while their former North-
east Conference foe improves 
to 2-4 for the season.

The Red Flash took a quick 
handle on the game as they 
scored on the opening kickoff 
after returning a blue and white 
fumble. St. Francis then fol-
lowed the play with a pick six 
that pushed the lead to three 
scores all in the first quarter. 
The Hawks never had a chance 
to get the running game going 
against a suffocating St. Fran-

cis defense that had six sacks 
and two interceptions.

St. Francis managed to out-
gain the Hawks, 234 yards to 
191 yards, as Hawk quarter-
backs junior Brandon Hill and 
senior Greg DePugh combined 
for just 10-of-28 passing for 
81-yards. Hill completed 44 of 
those yards while DePugh ac-
counted for 37 yards.

MU’s defense held the Red 

Flash’s running back, Kyle 
Harbridge, to under 100-yards 
for the first time all season, as 
he finished with 94-yards on 
26-carries with a lone touch-
down.

“St. Francis is a well-coached, 
physical football team,” said 
head coach Kevin Callahan. 
“When you get behind early, 
like we did today, it becomes 

very difficult to win. St. Fran-
cis was able to control the line 
of scrimmage against our of-
fense and they challenged every 
throw. Defensively, I thought 
we did a pretty nice job. We 
limited [Kyle] Harbridge to un-
der 100-yards for the first time 
all season and only allowed one 
play over 20 yards all after-
noon.”

The Red Flash jumped out of 

the gate when Hawks’ return 
man, senior Tevrin Brandon, 
was hit and lost control of the 
football which led to St Fran-
cis’s Bishop Neal scooping up 
the loose ball and returning it 
8-yards. 

Following a three-and-out on 
the Hawks ensuing possession, 
the Red Flash drove 49-yards en 
route to an 18-yard touchdown 

from Red Flash’s Max Ward to 
Terrell Smith. 

On the Hawks next posses-
sion, Hill was picked off by St 
Francis’s DaQuan Minter and 
the interception was returned 
44-yards to put the Hawks 
down three scores with 5:18 left 
in the first quarter. The play 
also marked the second inter-
ception for the Hawks in the 
first quarter.

MU managed to get on the 
board with 4:32 left in the sec-
ond quarter as the Hawks drove 
60-yards on 11-plays, finishing 
with a 46-yard field goal by se-
nior Eric Spillane. The Hawks 
got some momentum after a 42-
yard field goal attempt by St. 
Francis was blocked by sopho-
more Darnell Leslie, placing 
MU almost at midfield with 
time dwindling in the third 
quarter. 

The Hawks broke the goal 
line on the first play of the 
fourth quarter with an eight 
yard reverse to senior Thaddeus 
Richards. The 10-play, 54-yard 
drive cut the lead to 21-10 with 
14:53 to play in the game. The 

“When you get behind early, like we did today, it 
becomes very difficult to win.”

KEVIN CALLAHAN
Head Coach

Hawks could not capitalize on 
their fourth quarter opportuni-
ties and the score was finalized, 
28-10.

Senior Neal Sterling led all 
MU receivers with four recep-
tions for 40-yards while the 
running back tandem of se-
nior K.B. Asante (56-yards on 
12-carries) and junior Julian 
Hayes (46-yards on 15-carries) 
were both unable to surpass the 
100-yard mark for the first time 
in five games. 

MU was 3-for-16 on third 
down while St. Francis was 
7-for-16. A pair of Hawks had 
career highs on the defensive 
side, with junior Ify Asoluka 
recording eight tackles and ju-
nior Andrew Jurczynski also 
adding eight. Senior Pat O’Hara 
finished with seven tackles on 
the day.

The Hawks will return home 
Saturday, Oct. 19 to take on the 
Ivy League’s Cornell Universi-
ty Big Red for their Homecom-
ing Game. Cornell is 1-3 overall 
and 0-1 on the road while MU is 
1-1 at home. Kickoff is set for 1 
pm at Kessler Field. 

Field Hockey Pushes Losing Streak to Three Games

The Hawks field hockey team 
(3-9) struggled to gather mo-
mentum heading into confer-
ence play with losses in both 
games this week at the hands 
of Rutgers University Scarlet 
Knights and St. Francis Univer-
sity Flash.

“I think it’s really important 
going into our conference play 
and now it’s important for us to 
really figure out what intensity 
level we want to play at,” said 
Head Coach Carli Figlio. “If we 
can figure that out, we’ll do re-
ally well in the conference, but 
that has to be our first priority 
now.”

MU took the field for the first 
time of the week on Wednesday 
at Rutgers and lost a heartbreak-
ing game to the Scarlet Knights 
4-3 in overtime.  

Junior Hannah Loux had a 
three-point performance on the 
day including the first goal for 
the Hawks on the afternoon to 
tie the game early after a Rut-
gers goal from Sophie Wright.  
The game then remained score-
less until there was one minute 

left in the first half, and Loux 
was able to connect with junior 
Amanda Schoenfeld for a tip in 
goal that gave the Hawks the 
lead.  The lead was not safe for 
long as Rutgers was able to re-
spond within the minute when 
Katie Champion got a shot past 
junior goalie Amanda Wester-
weller to send it into half tied 
2-2. 

After half, Rutgers Rachel 
Yaney was able to break the tie 
just two minutes in when she 
fired a shot past Westerweller. 
It wasn’t until there were only 
ten minutes left on the clock 
when freshman Alyssa Ercolino 
made a pass to senior Alex Car-
roll that tied the game back up 
and eventually sent it to over-
time.  

Yaney was able to get the 
Scarlet Knights the victory in 
overtime when she gathered the 
ball in the circle and fired it in 
to give MU their eighth loss of 
the season. 

“We have a ton of talented 
players,” said Coach Figlio. 
“It’s just more about the mind-
set that we have to figure out 
right now.” 

Unlike the early offen-

sive success the Hawks found 
against Rutgers, MU couldn’t 
put together any consistent of-
fense in a 3-0 loss in their final 
non-conference game against 
Saint Francis.  

“I honestly think we came out 
really f lat,” said Figlio. “I think 
not being able to come out and 
play aggressively in the first 
five minutes definitely hurt our 
momentum.”

The Red Flash, who were 
coming off back-to-back wins, 
were able to strike early as they 

scored just nine minutes into 
the game when Autumn Pell-
man fired a low and hard line 
drive past Westerweller. 

“I don’t think we had the best 
warm-up today, and we know 
how you practice is how you 
play,” said Carroll. “We started 
off very frantic, so we didn’t 
move the ball very well”

St. Francis was then able to 
get on the scoreboard again 
when Selena Adamshick scored 
with 17 minutes left in the half. 

St. Francis was able to control 
possession for the majority of 
the game and limited the Hawks 
to just three shots on the after-
noon.  “Not being able to play 
together and hold possession of 
the ball definitely hurt us,” said 
Figlio. The Red Flash also held 
a considerably large lead (9-4) 
in corners on the day.

 “I don’t think our focus was 

where it needed to be,” said 
Carroll. “When we played Dela-
ware, we set goals and the focus 
just wasn’t the same this week.”

The third goal for St. Francis 
came from Pellman again ten 
minutes into the second half. 

“We’re going to use this game 
as an example. We’re going to 
learn from this and move for-

“We have a ton of talented players. It’s just more about 
the mindset that we have to figure out right now.”

CARLI FIGLIO
Head Coach

ward,” said Caroll.
Moving forward, Figlio said, 

“I think we just need to take it 
one game at a time. It’s impor-
tant to focus on small goals to 
get us to the conference tourna-
ment.” Carroll simply stated, 
“Going into conference play, we 
just have to want to win. We just 
have to want to be champions.”

The Hawks six remaining 
games of the season are all 
against members of the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC). 

Currently, the Hawks are the 
only MAAC team who have not 
participated in interleague play, 
but the Hawks will begin their-
string of MAAC play as they 
face the Siena University Saints 
on Friday, Oct. 18 at 1:00 pm in 
Loudonville, NY. The team is 
0-6 when on the road while the 
Saints are 0-4 at home. 
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ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY of MU Athletics

Dimitrius Smith is a defensive lineman for MU’s football team.

The men’s tennis 
team faired well at 
the Columbia Clas-

sic as Freshman Christian 
Vieria completed the tourna-
ment clinched the singles vic-
tory, Vieria joined sophomore 
Brant Switzler to down Fair-
field in a doubles match.

Junior Khari 
Bowen has been 
named the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic 

Conference (MAAC) Cross 
Country Runner of the 
Week and Eastern Col-
lege Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) Cross Country 
Runner of the Week for his 
first place performance at 
the Paul Short Run on Sat-
urday, Oct 5. 

Bowen bested nearly 400 
patricipants to become the 
first Hawk ever to finish in 
first place at the Paul Short 
Run. He completed the 8k 
course in 25:04.

Senior Michelle 
Rosenhouse scored 
her career best 18 
hole round at 72 

strokes, erasing her previous 
best of 73 at the  St. John’s 
Invitational on Tuesday, Oct. 
8. She finished in 11th place 
for the tournament with a two 
round score of 158.

Side 
LineS

UPCOMinG
 GAMeS

Wednesday, Oct. 16
WSOC vs. Rider*
W. Long Branch, NJ  7:00 pm

MSOC at Rider*
Lawrence Twp, NJ  7:00 pm

WTEN vs Wagner
W. Long Branch, NJ  2:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 18
FH at Siena*
Loudonville, NY  1:00 pm

Saturday, Oct. 19
Football vs Cornell
W. Long Branch, NJ  1:00 pm

CC at Princeton Invitational
Princeton, NJ  10:30 am

WSOC vs Marist*
W. Long Branch, NJ  7:00 pm

MSOC at Marist*
Poughkeepsie, NY  7:00 pm

Sunday, Oct. 20
FH vs Bryant*
Smithfield, RI  12:00 pm

MLAX vs LIU Post 
W Long Branch, NJ  10:00 am

MGLF at Seton Hall Invitat.
Bedminster, N.J.  TBA
*conference games

Breaking Out of the Shadow

CHARLIE BATTIS
STAFF WRITER

Being the younger brother of a 
professional athlete can be diffi-
cult to handle. There are numer-
ous expectations and pressures 
that stem from an older brother 
who has reached the pinnacle 
of his game. A person burdened 
with these pressures can either 
use them as a crutch to concede 
that they will never be as success-
ful as their sibling or use them as 
inspiration to improve their skill 
in order to pursue their dream. 
Dimitrius Smith has decided to 
use his brother’s stardom as in-
centive to reach his goals. 

Many people at Monmouth 
University know Dimitrius Smith 
as the 6’ 2”, 295 pound defensive 
lineman from Millstone, NJ who 
saw action in all ten games of his 
sophomore year compiling 18 
tackles to go along with a sack. 
What people are unaware of is 
that Dimitrius’ older brother is 
none other than JR Smith, the 
New York Knicks star shooting 
guard and last year’s NBA sixth 
man of the year.

Despite having a brother that 
is a famous athlete, Dimitrius’ 
friendly and humble demeanor 
would never give that fact away. 
Dimitrius does not view his older 
brother as anything other than a 
role model. 

“JR and I talk every day,” said 
Dimitrius. “I try to tell people if 
you have a sibling like that, he is 
just famous. Our family bond is 
great”. 

Although JR has a busy sched-
ule, according to Dimitrius, JR 
makes it a point to keep in con-
tact with his younger brother via 
phone calls. Additionally, JR at-
tends almost every Monmouth 
Football home game where he 
supports his brother and the 
Hawks. 

JR attempts to help Dimitrius 
in sports by revealing the impor-
tance of work ethic. “I’ve helped 
Dimitrius by showing him what 
hard work is,” said JR. “Work 

MU Defensive Lineman Opens up on Life with an NBA Brother
ethic is everything. We work 
hard cause it’s in our blood.” JR 
recognizes the passion that Dim-
itrius has for football. “Football 
is Dimitrius’ life. I know that 
when Dimitrius is on the field he 
always gives it his all,” said JR.   

JR’s success at the highest lev-
el of basketball has encouraged 
Dimitrius to improve his game. 
He acknowledges that there is 
some pressure to become a suc-
cessful athlete. 

“It is mostly motivation that 

comes from the pressure,” said 
Dimitrius. “Since he made it to 
the NBA; now I feel like I have to 
make it to the NFL. It pushes me 
to strive for that goal.” 

JR is not the only person to 
reach professional status in the 
Smith family. Chris Smith, who 
formerly played for Louisville 
University, recently signed a 
contract to play with his brother 
on the Knicks.  Dimitrius’ dad, 
Earl, also played basketball at a 
high level. Earl played basketball 

Men’s Soccer Finds Early Success in MAAC

Women’s soccer 
improves to 11-1-1 in 
the season and 5-0-1 
for interleague play 

as they defeated MAAC com-
petitor Siena, 2-0, on Satur-
day, October 12. Scoring the 
two goals for MU was senior 
Dana Costello.

Freshman goal-
keeper Eric Klenof-
sky has been named 
Metro Atlantic Ath-

letic Conference (MAAC) 
Defensive Player of the 
Week. He has a .778 saves 
percentage in the season.

at the University in the 1980’s. 
Having two older brothers 

to look up to has significantly 
helped Dimitrius, but he credits 
his parents the most for his suc-
cess in football. 

“I credit my family. My Mom 
and Dad help me with everything. 
Every little thing you could think 
of, my parents did for my broth-
ers and I,” maintained Dimitrius.  

With support from his parents 
and inspiration from his older 
brothers, Dimitrius has set lofty 
goals for himself. He said, “I am 
going to try to take football as 
long and as far as it can take me. 
After that, I would like to be a 
cop, but my long term goal is to 
be on the swat team”. 

Entering his junior year, Dimi-
trius was in line to again see 
substantial playing time on the 
MU defensive line, but an injury 
derailed his season. During the 
preseason, Dimitrius tore his 
meniscus, and it is still unknown 
whether he will come back this 
season or take a medical red-
shirt. The injury to Dimitrius 
was unfortunate, but with sup-
port from his family, he should 
have the ability to persevere 
through rehab and get back to 
what he loves. 

Possessing a family that has 
achieved so much in professional 
sports has given Dimitrius added 
stress, but he takes everything in 
stride. Instead of succumbing to 
the pressures, Dimitrius uses his 
brothers’ professional experience 
to improve his overall skill and 
work ethic. The fact that Dimi-
trius does not flaunt that he has a 
famous family reveals the nature 
of his modest character. 

JR and Chris’ success in bas-
ketball is impressive, but it is ap-
parent that even with their fame, 
the Smiths are a close knit fam-
ily that help Dimitrius both in 
football and more importantly, in  
life. Dimitrius’ short-term goal 
is rehabbing his knee to the best 
of his ability and eventually get-
ting back to dominating for the 
Hawks’ defensive line. 

For the first time this season 
the men’s soccer team won back-
to-back games as they defeated 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Confer-
ence (MAAC) opponents Iona 
and Siena. With the wins, the 
Hawks improved their overall 
record to 3-5-3. 

MU got past Iona on Wednes-
day night with a 1-0 win. Fresh-
man forward Dave Nigro scored 
the lone goal of the night in the 
79th minute, and fellow fresh-
man goalkeeper Eric Klenofsky 
had his first career shutout in 
helping the Hawks get their first 
conference win as new members 
of the MAAC. 

“It was a particularly big win 
because there is a little bit of a 
transition for us going into the 
MAAC,” said Head Coach Rob-
ert McCourt. “Iona is a very 
good team so I thought it was 
a good confidence booster with 
a lot of MAAC games remain-
ing.”

The Hawks kept pressure on 
the Iona defense all game by 
dominating time of possession 
and keeping the ball on the Iona 
end of the field the majority of 
the game. MU started off hot 
and had several scoring chances 
to start the game. 

Perhaps their best opportunity 
came in the final minute of the 
first half when senior forward, 
Jacob Rubinstein, put a shot 
on net that got past the keeper. 
Unfortunately, for the Hawks, 
an Iona defender sprinted back 
and cleared the ball just before it 
crossed the goal line, ending the 
half in a scoreless tie. 

As the second half began, the 
blue and white continued to stay 
on the offensive and attack the 
Iona defense. After more than 
three quarters of the match had 
gone by the Hawks were finally 
able to find the back of the net 
with Nigro’s goal. 

Francios “Paco” Navarro got 
the attack started when he put 
a shot on net. The Iona keeper 
was able to block the shot, and 
the ball was deflected out by a 
defender. Sophomore defender 
John Egan gained control and 
sent the ball to Nigro in the box 
who received the pass and ri-
fled a shot by the keeper for the 
game-winning goal. 

“Egan played a great ball in, 
and I saw I had time to take a 
touch so I did and then just hit it 
lefty and it was in,” said Nigro. 
“It felt great.” 

Monmouth kept the pressure 
on the rest of the game and Iona 
never had a great chance draw 
even. For the game, the Hawks 

had a 14-7 advantage in shots, 
and a 5-4 advantage in corner 
kicks. 

Nigro and company were able 
to keep the momentum going as 
they beat the Sienna Saints 2-1 
in another conference show-
down on Saturday night. Navar-
ro had a big game as he recorded 
both an assist and a score for the 
Hawks. 

“I’m really happy for ‘Paco’,” 
said McCourt. “He’s been work-
ing really hard all season, and 
it’s nice to see him get on the 
score sheet. We’re counting on 
him being one of our main guys, 
and this is really good for  his 
confidence.” 

The Hawks got the scoring 
started in the 31st minute when 
freshman midfielder Colin Strip-
ling played a ball into the box. 
Navarro controlled the lead pass 
and advanced on net. Navarro 
then crossed the ball to Rubin-
stein right in front of the goal 
line, and Rubinstein touched the 
ball into the net to give MU the 
1-0 advantage. 

Siena came right back only a 
few minutes later when sopho-
more Ryan Tauss was on the 
receiving end of teammates 
James Beeston’s pass which he 
put past Klenofsky to knot the 
game at 1. 

The fast pace of the game con-

tinued as the Hawks were able to 
re-take the lead in the final min-
ute of the first half. Sophomore 
midfielder Thomas Penfold got 
the play started when he played 
an MU free-kick to Navarro in 
the box. Navarro then controlled 
the ball near the center of the 
box and sent a low shot past the 
Siena keeper to give Monmouth 
the lead for good. 

As the game progressed 
through the second half both 
teams were unable to capatlize 
on opportunties, and each team 
saw chances to score slip away. 
The game eventually ended with 
the Hawks coming out on top by 
a score of 2-1. Monmouth out-
shot Sienna 11-8 on the game, 
while the Saints had a 6-4 ad-
vantage in corners. 

With the win the Hawks 
moved to 2-0-1 in their new con-
ference. “It’s been nice for us to 
turn it around,” said McCourt 
when asked about the team’s 
success in their new conference. 
“We weren’t getting results in 
the non-conference games so 
I think we’ve done a good job 
with getting results with confer-
ence games starting.”

The team looks to continue 
their success this Wednesday, 
Oct. 16, when they travel to Rid-
er to take on the Broncs. First 
kick is scheduled for 7:00 pm. 
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