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  Criminal Justice  Hosts Parolee 
Reentry Simulation

 

The University hosted a re-
entry simulation to educate 
students, faculty and profes-
sionals in the community on 
the experiences of individu-
als trying to reintegrate into 
society after prison on Tues-
day, Oct. 22. 

The reentry simulation is 
an activity where partici-
pants assumed the role of pa-
rolees and performed tasks 
in 15-minute sessions with 
each session representing a 
week. By the end of the ac-
tivity, participants will have 
simulated a month in the life 
of a person recently released 
from prison.  

Speakers included Samuel 
Plumeri, Chairman of New 
Jersey State Parole Board; 
Kimberlynn Reeves, spokes-
woman for the United States 
Attorney Office in the Dis-
trict  Delaware; Richard 
Viet, Associate Dean of Hu-
manities and Social Scienc-
es; Nicolle Parsons-Pollard, 
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Blinking red lights are now 
featured in all stop signs 
around campus.

 Is this movie a beacon on 
the cinema horizon? 

Get to know some of the 
student entrepreneurs 
around campus.
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Millennial Student Debt on the Rise: Monmouth Analysis  
MATTHEW CUTILLO 

CO-NEWS EDITOR
Over the past 30 years, 

the average tuition and fees 
for public four-year univer-
sities tripled, and more than 
doubled at private nonprofit 
four-year institutions, ac-
cording to College Board. 
Nationally, student loan 
debt as a whole has accumu-
lated to $1.52 trillion during 
the Millennial lifetime.

Millennials are defined 
as those born between 1981 
and 1996, according to 
The Pew Research Center. 
With the oldest Millenni-
als around 40 years of age 
and the youngest around 
23, current college-age stu-
dents are categorized either 
directly as Millennials or 
on the cusp of qualification.

LendEDU, an organiza-
tion which publishes an an-
nual report detailing student 
loan debt per state, ranked 
New Jersey within the top 
10 for highest student debt 
post graduation, last Au-
gust. The study found that 
the average student loan 
debt per borrower for New 
Jersey was $33,593, and 64 
percent of New Jersey col-

lege students graduate with 
student debt.

Although the report goes 
into detail regarding the av-
erage student loan debt per 
borrower and the percent of 
graduates with student debt 
of other New Jersey schools, 
specific Monmouth University 
numbers were not listed.

Claire Alasio, Associate 
Vice President for Enrollment 
Management and Director of 
Financial Aid, explained the 
logistics behind scholarships 
available to Monmouth under-
graduates. 

“The University spends 
roughly $66.1 million in schol-
arships to 4400 undergraduate 
students,” Alasio said. “That’s 
around 17k per student, which 
is a pretty significant commit-
ment on the University's part. 
That's a significant way that 
we’re hoping to reduce student 
debt.”

According to the official 
Monmouth website, for 2019-
20, the annual cost for tuition 
and fees for full-time students 
is $39,592. Any student who 
resides on campus or within 
University-sponsored housing 
can also expect, on average, 
an additional $14,520 annually 

for housing and meals for a 
total cost of $54,112.

However, 97 percent of 
undergraduates last year re-
ceived some form of financial 
aid, the Monmouth website 
goes on to mention. Ninety-
three percent of undergradu-
ates received a scholarship 
or grant (federal, state, or 
University), and the average 
scholarship/grant package 
granted was $19,335.

The Financial Aid Office 
puts an emphasis on students 

applying for any and all fed-
eral state funding to which 
they may be entitled, Ala-
sio said. “We do a lot of re-
search in this office to find 
private scholarship oppor-
tunities for students. The 
Monmouth website also has 
a searchable database of all 
the scholarships that come 
to our attention, and any 
student can go on and look 
at what they qualify for as 
well as apply for it.”

Amongst the under-

Aggressive Driving on Campus
Chief of the Monmouth 

University Police Depart-
ment (MUPD), William 
McElrath, sent out an email 
to all current staff members 
and students regarding the 
issue of aggressive driving 
on campus on Tuesday, Oct. 
22.  

Recently there has been 
an increase in the number 
of accidents on campus, and 
MUPD has received multi-
ple complaints entailing ag-
gressive driving.  

This year, there has been 
a 25 percent increase in 
accidents from Septem-
ber 1st through October 
24th as compared to num-
ber of accidents during the 
same time period last year. 
Twenty accidents have been 
documented so far dur-
ing the fall 2019 semester, 
while there were only 16 ac-
cidents at this time in 2018. 

McElrath explains that 
most of the accidents have 
been minor. Even so, the 
University is still receiv-

ing a variety of complaints 
about vehicles driving too fast 
and vehicles disregarding stop 
signs.  

In the email, McElrath 
writes “Please remember that 
the speed limit on campus is 
15 mph, that drivers are re-
quired to obey all traffic signs, 
and that drivers must always 
yield to pedestrians.”  

Although drivers are expect-

ed to obey the speed limit and 
stop for pedestrians, that has 
not always been the case this 
school year. 

Many of the accidents were 
a result of speeding and the 
avoidance of both traffic and 
stop signs. 

While some students are re-
sponsible for the aggressive

SARAH CURTIS  
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PHOTO TAKEN by Sarah Curtis   
MUPD sent  a campus-wide email warning against aggressive driving 
and explaining that traffic rules will be strictly enforced. 

Vice Provost for Academic and 
Faculty Affairs; and Nicho-
las Sewitch, J.D., Chair of the 
Criminal Justice Department 
and Specialist Professor.  

The event began with open-
ing remarks from Sewitch. He 
referenced Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird which revolves 
around a black man who was 
wrongfully accused of raping a 
white woman and quoted a spe-
cific passage. “You never really 
understand a person until you 
consider things from his point 
of view…until you climb in his 
skin and walk around in it.” He 
found parallels in this historic 
book to the experiences of in-
carcerated individuals.  

Parsons-Pollard added, “[Re-
entry] is not about pulling 
yourself up by your bootstraps 
when it comes to being re-
leased from prison, instead it is 
much more than that.” During 
one exercise, Parsons-Pollard 
had participants remove their 
shoes as a metaphor for im-
mersion in someone else’s life, 

DRIVING cont. on pg. 2

graduate students (both new 
freshmen and transfers) who 
graduated during 2018-19, 75 
percent of all graduates took 
out some federal loan fund-
ing, according to Alasio. The 
average federal loan debt for 
those who did have loans was 
$25,276.

Jessica Ciccone, a junior 
business student, showed con-
cern over the student loans 
she acquired as a freshman. 

“It’s scary to borrow money 
without an idea of how you’ll 
pay it back one day, even with 
the help of financial aid” Cic-
cone said. “I know the idea is 
that by getting a loan now, I’ll 
be put in a position to enter 
a high-paying job later, but 
life isn’t always so black and 
white.”

A student is considered to 
be in “default” when they 
have not made a payment on 
their loans in more than 270 
days post graduation, Alasio 
explained. Monmouth has the 
third lowest default rate for 
all institutions in the state, 
only behind The College of 
New Jersey and Stevens In-
stitute of Technology.

DEBT cont. on pg. 2

PHOTO TAKEN by Matthew Cutillo   
The Financial Aid Office is located on the first floor of Wilson 
Hall.
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Three students from the Univer-
sity’s Model United Nations team 
took home four awards at the Ox-
ford University Model UN Contest 
(OxiMUN) in Oxford, England last 
weekend Oct. 25 through Oct. 27.  

Kristen Gomez, a senior English 
student, won an individual speaker 
award and an award for best del-
egate in the International Press 
Corp Committee; Payton Collander, 
a junior criminal justice student, 
and junior political science stu-
dents Mackenzie Ricca and Nick 
Boice, won three individual speaker 
awards.

Individual speaker awards are 
granted to delegates who demon-
strate superior speaking skills in the 
competition, and the best delegate 
award is granted to a delegate who 
showcases the best research, speak-
ing, writing, and debating skills in a 
committee.  

Team captains Ricca and Matt 
Gruhler, a senior political science 
student, were joined by the follow-
ing additionally Monmouth del-
egates to Oxford: Paula Echeverria, 
a senior criminal justice student; 
Alexis Vasquez, a senior political 
science student; and Dan Gerdon, a 
junior political science student.  

Committees consist of 20-30 stu-
dents and are convened around the 
various colleges of Oxford Univer-
sity. They cover topics ranging from 
climate change, water rights on the 
Nile River, economic development, 
food security, sex trafficking, border 
disputes, education, refugee crises, 
post-war reconstruction, female en-
trepreneurship in Asia, and regula-
tions of space, among others. Three 

individual speaker awards are given 
to each committee, including over-
all Best Delegate. 

The Monmouth team explained 
that they spent countless hours to 
to prepare for the contest; they MU 
practiced every Friday afternoon in 
Center for Transformative Citizen-
ship (Bey Hall 226).  

“OxiMUN is one of the most 
competitive contests in Europe, and 
universities from across Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia 
send students to compete. OxiMun 
models the actual United Nations,” 
explained Ken Mitchell, Ph.D., 
Chair of the Department of Politi-
cal Science and Sociology, and an 
Associate Professor of Political Sci-
ence who serves as the Monmouth 
team’s faculty advisor.  

NICHOLAS COSCARELLI 
SENIOR/POLITICS EDITOR 

Model UN Team Brings Back Four Awards from Oxford 
“Students represent a country (USA, 

Bolivia, Japan, etc.) and serve on a 
UN committee (UN Human Rights 
Committee, UN Social and Econom-
ic Committee, etc.) that is given two 
problems to resolve. Over the 3-day 
contest, the objective is to debate, 
write and passed (by the committee) 
policy resolutions,” he explained. 

Students win competitions when 
their resolutions are passed by their 
respective committees and accepted 
by their Committee Chair. “Model 
UN develops skills such as critical 
thinking, policy writing and research, 
and group negotiating. ‘Winning the 
room’ over a 3-day contest is a skill 
for life,” said Mitchell.  

The Monmouth Model UN team 
expressed their thanks to alumni and 
former Model UN delegates James 

Hawk and Emma O’Rourke, who are 
both currently graduate students at 
the London School of Economics, and 
Liam Coffey and Jackson Pope, who 
are currently both graduate students 
at King’s College London. “We are 
grateful for them attending, inspiring, 
and mentoring the current Model UN 
team at OXIMUN,” the team said.  

The University has competed at 
Model UN contests in the United 
Kingdom for five consecutive semes-
ters, winning speaker awards consis-
tently. Mitchell said that the team’s 
accomplishments have helped to es-
tablish Monmouth as a “powerhouse 
on the European circuit,” and ex-
plained that alumni in England have 
been instrumental in expanding the 
program. “Their current successes as 
graduate students in international af-
fairs at prestigious international uni-
versities is ‘MU at its best,” he said.  

The team also expressed their grati-
tude to the following for the generous 
financial support that made this trip 
possible: Leon Hess School of Busi-
ness Dean Don Moliver; School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences Dean 
Ken Womack; the Department of Po-
litical Science and Sociology; and the 
Student Government Association, for 
club funding.  

The Monmouth Model UN team is 
open to all undergraduate students. 
Around 45 students are active cur-
rently. 

The team will send 30 students to 
compete in the Washington D.C. Na-
tional MUN contest on the weekend 
of Nov. 8-10. Students interested in 
joining the Model UN team to com-
pete for next semester should contact 
the team’s faculty advisors, Mitchell 
and Kevin Dooley, Ph.D., an Associ-
ate Professor of Political Science.  

MUPD Tackles Aggressive Driving

driving, other students have 
encountered it on campus. 
Julia Mianowski, a freshman 
social work student, explains 
how sometimes it can be dan-
gerous to be a pedestrian in 
the school parking lots. As an 
employee at the school store, 
she has witnessed aggressive 
driving various times while 
on her way to work. 

“Whenever I’m trying to 
cross the street by the uni-
versity store, there are always 
cars driving too fast and not 
really looking out for stu-
dents,” Mianowski said.  

In another instance, Mi-
anowski witnessed a student 
driver aggressively beeping 
their car horn at pedestrians 
who were trying to cross the 
street. She offers her opinion 
on these aggressive drivers. 
“They need to calm down. 
There is no need for this ag-
gression.” 

Students are not the only 
ones who have witnessed this 
kind of driving—staff mem-
bers too have observed the be-
havior of drivers on campus. 
Noel Belinksi, a Lecturer of 
English, shares her knowledge 
of the school parking lots.  

“I have experienced aggres-
sive driving, frequently dur-
ing the time classes end or be-
gin.” Belinksi provides reason 
for this aggression, “Students 
seem to be in a rush to leave or 
get to class.”  

Though there have been stu-
dents who were “gracious” 

DRIVING cont. from pg. 1 drivers, Belinksi admits 
there are many students who 
do not “regard” others in the 
parking lots. 

As for accidents on the 
school grounds, Belinksi 
discloses that she has never 
been in one; however, she 
knows of many people who 
were.  

Belinski suggests that ac-
cidents are prominent be-
cause there are many stu-
dents who are “new drivers” 
that are still developing their 
road skills. This is the main 
reason Belinski feels driving 
“can be dangerous” on cam-
pus. 

To eliminate this danger, 
Belinski believes action 
needs to be taken. “A cross-
ing guard might be some-
thing to look into to stop the 
accidents,” she says.  

Crossing guards can be a 
solution to the problem, but, 
according to McElrath, there 
are other measures that can, 
and will, be taken to combat 
this issue.  

To resolve the matter of 
aggressive driving and acci-
dents on campus, McElrath 
suggested that discipline is 
key. “I believe the best way 
to address the situation is 
through a combination of 
education and enforcement,” 
he said.  

Accordingly, the Univer-
sity police has begun an 
“enhanced traffic enforce-
ment campaign” in hopes 
of eliminating aggressive 
driving on campus. This in-

cludes emphasizing the 15 
mph speed limit, yielding to 
pedestrians, and following 
safety measures that are cur-
rently in place.  

McElrath explained that 
MUPD has already started 
working on this campaign, 
“We are currently identify-
ing problem areas and moni-
toring them.” 

The campaign will be en-
gineered to educate students 
about the assigned road rules 
and regulations, which will 
now be more greatly en-
forced.  MUPD has already 
“notified the campus com-
munity of our concerns and 
our increased enforcement 
efforts,” he continued.  

McElrath believes these 
concerns and increased en-
forcement efforts will make 
the community, and each of 
its parking lots, a safer place. 
Presently, students are en-
couraged more than ever to 
follow the campus rules and 
regulations, including, not 
ignoring, those that regard 
driving.  

 McElrath ensured that 
MUPD will “continue to 
monitor the situation and 
take appropriate action to 
make the campus safer.” He 
thanks students in advance 
for their cooperation, and 
advises everyone to buckle 
their seatbelts, and drive 
safely. 

The email sent to students 
specified that MUPD will 
begin their traffic enforce-
ment campaign immediately. 

“Our default rate is only 3.8 
percent,” Alasio said. “Our 
students are paying their loans 
back, and I think part of it is they 
understand the responsibility of 
having a loan. That comes from 
good information and counsel-
ing from the Financial Aid of-
fice, and I think it also speaks 
to the fact that our students are 
employed after they graduate. 
If you’re employed, you’re more 
likely to have money to pay 
your loan.”

It is important for students to 
understand the difference be-
tween “good” and “bad” debt, 
Alasio said. Taking a loan out 
for education can be considered 
a worthy investment in the long 
term, although intimidating at 
first when the rewards do not 
immediately present them-
selves.

“I think that most people 
would argue, taking out a loan 
for education is good debt,” 
Alasio said. 

“Part of the problem is that 
students, while they’re in the 
thick of it, don’t necessarily see 
the value of their education until 
they’re working in their chosen 
field using the knowledge and 
experience gained during their 
undergraduate career. If you 
can’t see the immediate value 
in something, you may wonder 
why you’re making the invest-
ment.”

Nancy Uddin, Ph. D, an As-
sociate Professor of Account-

ing, offered general advice re-
garding how the average student 
can best manage and prepare 
for their debt prior to gradua-
tion. On the subject of loans, 
Uddin suggests students should 
attempt to borrow the least 
amount possible.

“When borrowing money, 
students should try to borrow 
at the lowest interest rate pos-
sible and read the terms of the 
contract carefully,” Uddin said. 
“When does interest begin to 
accrue? When do the payments 
begin? What is the minimum 
payment? Are there other ways 
to ‘pay back’ the loan, such as 
Peace Corp Service, service to 
rural areas, etc.? Can you com-
plete the first two years of study 
at a lower cost Community Col-
lege and then transfer to your 
school of choice? Students can 
also consider moving to States 
that have a lower cost of living 
as a viable option.”

Having an understanding of 
one’s own personal finances can 
be helpful to managing debt, 
Uddin explained. 

“Everyone, regardless of age, 
should have a personal budget: 
a log of monthly income, ex-
penses, and savings to help them 
manage their finances,” Ud-
din said. “Students should 
also research the average 
entry-level salary for their 
expected career path and es-
timate how much debt pay-
ment they can afford after 
accounting for living ex-
penses.”

Student Debt at Monmouth  
DEBT cont. from pg. 1

IMAGE TAKEN from independent.co.uk   
Nine students from the Model United Nations team competed at the Oxford Univer-
sity tournament.
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Monmouth University’s operations 
team arranged the installation of new 
light up stop signs on and around campus 
property in the end of August. 

 “There is no negative aspect to light- 
up stop signs other than funding, so the 
more the merrier,” stated Cesaer Monter-
roso, a Criminal Justice Graduate Stu-
dent from Monmouth University. 

Due to excessive faculty and students 
breezing through stop signs on campus, 
Monmouth University police department 
decided to investigate purchasing solar 
stop signs. 

The stop signs were placed to increase 
the safety of pedestrians and emphasize 
which roads are one way only. There 
were four stop signs installed with a total 
cost of $1,140 which was funded out of 
the universities operating budget. 

They were added specifically at areas 
that are heavily used and where traffic 
regulations are frequently overlooked, 
Patricia L. Swannack, Monmouth Uni-
versities Vice President of Administra-
tive Services said.  

Not only are the solar stop signs on 
campus, but they are in the community 
surrounding campus as well. These solar 
stop signs are not just affecting the cam-
pus community, but the local community 
as well. 

By implementing the solar stop signs 
throughout campus, the goal is to mini-
mize the number of drivers who disre-
gard the stop signs and roll right through 
them.  

The new solar stop signs are all over 
campus however some were strategically 
placed at busier places on campus. “We 
definitely need them at certain parts on 
campus, for example I noticed they are at 
the campus entrance, and at places where 

safety very seriously, in fact “This campus 
has a number of features that make it a safe 
environment, including ample lighting 
at night, open common areas, and police 
patrol.” Said Mele. “These features help to 
prevent crime by increasing guardianship 
and decreasing target suitability, as sug-
gested by Cohen and Felson’s (1979) rou-
tine activity theory.” However, Monterroso 
believes that Monmouth University should 
take serious action with regards to bigger 
safety issues on and around campus. As a 
criminal justice student, his classes have 
taught him about other aspects dealing 
with safety that the community should be 
worried about. For example, he believes 
that other circumstances like cybersecuri-
ty, emergency management and terrorism 
should be taken into account.  

“Hacktivism, for example refers to both 
hacking and activism, which is an opera-
tion that uses hacking techniques against a 
target site with the intention of disrupting 
operations.” He stated. “Emergency man-
agement involves the whole community” 
than followed up explaining how terrorism 
back in the day was seen completely differ-
ently than it is today. “In my opinion, MU 
is not prepared to face any of these safety 
concerns.”  

Although the new light up stops signs 
impact campus safety more than the prior 
ones, campus police officers are still pa-
trolling and doing their job to the best 
of their ability. “I did see a police officer 
standing by the main entrance stop sign 
the other day for the first time in a while. 
He was making sure people were actually 
stopping. This made me feel safe, like we 
do matter” Olivia Santos felt. 

For the future, Swannack did not spec-
ify if they planned on adding more solar 
stop signs. However, she did state that 
they have been thinking about changing a 
significant traffic route on the university’s 
campus. 

The main reason in doing so is because 
of people’s speed. She stated, “Earlier this 
week the Police were monitoring traffic 
in front of Wilson Hall. We are consid-
ering whether or not we should eliminate 
driving in front of Wilson Hall during the 
day and/ or evening hours”.

The road in front of Wilson Hall is 
one of the busiest roads on campus, by 
eliminating this it would make it almost 
impossible to easily get from one side of 
campus, to another in a vehicle.

Swannack followed up stating, “People 
are driving much too fast on the interior 
roadways of our campus.” Swannack did 
not mention if this had been a problem 
in the past, or a frequent problem either 
however did directly link this issue to the 
solar stop signs. 

They also investigated other ways to fix 
this problem. “We were researching vari-
ous ways to slow traffic down and to be 
certain that people know when a roadway 
is one way only. In the past we had speed 
calming devise (basically speed bumps) 
but they are not supported by emergency 
management officials.” Swannack stated.  

Moving forward, the stop signs have 
positively affected the traffic around 
campus, and continue to improve campus 
safety.

Monmouth Invests in Flashing Stop Signs
there is a lot of traffic.” Olivia Santos a 
student stated. 

 According to Swannack, “One of the 
new stop signs was placed adjacent to the 
Facilities Management Building because 
cars often enter the one-way restricted 
road going the wrong way to get to Nor-
wood Avenue.” However, it seems as 
though majority of the community agrees 
every stop sign should be a light up one.”

When asked if these stop signs should 
be everywhere and not just on campus 
Cesar Monterroso stated, “The stop signs 
mitigate drivers for either rolling the stop 
or just “blowing” the stop sign in general. 
Communities (if funding allows) should 
find solutions to upgrading each stop sign 
that has significant traffic either pedes-
trian or vehicular.” 

When determining if the new light 
up stop signs have been successful in 
improving campus safety Marie Mele, 
a Criminal Justice Professor stated that 
“It’s unclear whether the new signs have 
improved campus safety, since their im-
plementation has not yet been evaluated. 
However, when walking on campus in 
the evening, they are definitely more vi-
sual to the eye.”  

Monmouth University takes campus 
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Students and Faculty Participate in Reentry Simulation  

ERIN MULLEN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PHOTO  TAKEN by Matthew Cutillo
 Flashing stop signs have  been placed at various intersections around campus.

in this instance a former 
convict. Reeves, expanded 
on the metaphor and said, 
“You need to have boots and 
straps before you can pull 
them up,” referring to the 
prison population reentering 
society.  

Plumeri echoed Reeves’ 
sentiment. “The system has 
limited money, resources and 
support for those who are 
seeking to assimilate back 
into society, so society re-
quires an open mind and im-
plement strong community-
based programs that would 
aid in success,” he said.  

Viet explained, “A failure 
to succeed in life for ex-
offenders not only affects 
themselves but their families 
and communities.”  

Following opening re-
marks, participants were 
handed a folder with a nam-
etag, type of crime they 
committed, some resources 
and a four-week breakdown 
of things they needed to at-
tend to satisfy their terms of 
parole.  

During the simulation, a 
student played a character 
named Nate who served four 
years in prison because of 
internet fraud. One of the 
resources he had was a $100 
voucher for a computer that 
to sell to at a pawn shop. 

Upon arrival, the store told 
him that he could only get the 
laptop was from 2013 before 
his arrest. They did not sym-
pathize when he explained 

he needed the money to eat. 
At the end of week two in 

the simulation, Nate tried 
to attend his scheduled AA 
meeting but then time was 
called for that week, and he 
had to return to his seat but 
his bus ticket was taken by a 
women who said “too bad” 
despite not providing any 
help. 

Eventually, Nate ran out of  
bus tickets and had to walk 
places, but his  parole officer  
said that he wasn’t allowed 
to walk to those places and 
if he could not find some 
way to get food before week 

three Nate would be sent back 
to jail. Something that the pa-
role officers overlooked were 
the lines that wrapped around 
the room just to receive ID or 
more bus tickets. 

This entire simulation dem-
onstrated the lack of acco-
madation prisoners received 
upon returning in society.  

 Bryanna Welch, a junior 
sociology student, explained 
her experience during the ex-
ercise. In  the simulation, she 
was a man named Justin who 
did 20+ years in prison for 
murder, a drug offense and for 
possessing a gun. 

“I had to do get an ID be-
fore I could complete any-
thing on my parole list, and 
it was impossible to com-
plete. It was frustrating, 
stressful because I didn’t 
know where to go, and I 
did not have enough time at 
all. Even though it is just a 
stimulation, those who leave 
prison experience the same 
obstacles I did,” Welch said.

Those taking part in the 
experience learned what it 
is like to return home from 
prison with few avaliable 
resources and many obliga-
tions. 

These obligations included 
obtaining identification, ap-
plying for social services, 
finding a job and residence, 
reporting to probation, and 
paying restitution. Failure to 
accomplish these tasks resu-
ts in returning to prison.

 Sewitch stated, “It’s very 
important for students to go 
through this because they 
are the practitioners of to-
morrow.” 

Sewitch added that, as for 
the professionals that attend-
ed, it was critical for them to 
see what kind of issues these 
people run into due to their 
policies. 

It is important that stake-
holders in the system un-
derstand the obstacles that 
are placed in front of those 
reentering citizens that is 
of no fault of the reentering 
citizen. Rather, reasonable 
accomadations are needed. 

“Successful reentry is part 
of everybody’s best inter-
est. I don’t care if you are a 
conservative or a liberal. I 
don’t care if you are demo-
crat or republican. That of-
fender that reenter society 
become happy, healthy citi-
zens, should suit everyones 
ideology and philosophy,” 
Sewitch said.  

The event was sponsered 
by the New Jersey State Pa-
role Board with the support 
of Monmouth County Reen-
try Taskforce, Monmouth’s 
Criminal Justice Depart-
ment, and the United States 
Attorney’s Office, District 
of Delaware. 

PHOTO TAKEN by Brittany Macaluso
The simulation provided attendees with a new perspective on the diffuculties of reintegration after 
prison 
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Entrepreneurship is the activity 
of setting up a business and taking 
financial risks in the hope of profit, 
according to Merriam-Webster.

Students are talking about en-
trepreneurship and seek to create 
a business from scratch, working 
independently. We have plenty of 
entrepreneurs on campus, and I sat 
down with a couple to understand 
the structure of such work. Is en-
trepreneurial life achievable for 
anyone?

While speaking to professionals 
in different industries, I realized 
how many interpretations the word 
“entrepreneur” has. Monmouth 
professors, students, and alumni, 
as well as the CEO of a leading 
Tech company, all approach the 
concept in different ways.

John Morano, Professor of 
Journalism, has built an entrepre-
neurial lifestyle from growing up 
with nothing. Aside from being 
the author of a three-part environ-
mental series, he has opened four 
chains of Bubbakoo’s Burritos and 
receives royalty checks from his 
time as a partner of Night and Day, 
a monthly entertainment maga-
zine that reached over 50,000 cir-
culation.

“I don’t have a Ph.D. in bur-
ritos,” said Morano, “but if diver-
sification of investment is good 
for you, then it seems that maybe 

Delaney Rivera, a freshman 
music industry student, has a 
rich musical background. She 
has been singing since she could 
talk, was taught how to play gui-
tar and piano by her father, and 
released an album this past sum-
mer called Radiate. Now, she is 
ready to take on her next musical 
endeavor—recording a song for 
Blue Hawk Record’s upcoming 
compilation album.

“I’ve always been surrounded 
by music,” Rivera said. “It was 
just how I was brought up. Mu-
sic is my way to express myself. 
I’m a pretty shy person, so music 
is my way to express how I feel 
about certain things. It’s an outlet, 

so usually if I’m stressed or have a 
lot going on and I need a time to 
just relax, I’ll play my ukulele or 
guitar and just sing and write. It’s 
kind of an escape for me.”

Rivera finds working with the 
music professionals of Bue Hawk 
Records to be a gratifying, eye-
opening experience following the 
self-recording of her debut album.

“I’ve never actually worked in 
a studio before, so getting on the 
album and being able to have that 
experience is really cool,” she said. 
“We hear music every day on the 
radio but we never really know 
how it’s created, so I think it’s real-
ly cool to see the behind-the-scenes 
stuff.”

Rivera’s song on the upcoming 
album, titled ‘Learning to Fly,’ 
illustrates the singer-songwriter 

diversification of involvements in 
businesses might also be good for 
you. So, I’m kind of following that 
model.”

John Buzza, a Specialist Pro-
fessor of Business, has taken a 
different approach. He said, “En-
trepreneurship is many things, but 
it starts with a state of mind. You 
must be a person who is very self-
confident and not afraid to take 
risks. Entrepreneurship, like life, 
can be measured in risk versus 
reward. It becomes a test of your 
confidence in your ability to be all 
things: head of marketing, to head 
of management, to head of sales, to 
head of accounting.”

Jack Denning, a senior business 
management student, started his 
own meal prep company early this 
summer. He developed everything 
from the logo, the product, to the 
Instagram profile @JackDPreps.

He decided to pursue JackD-
Preps on the side because, “At the 
end of the day, full-time income 
isn’t going to bring me the income 
I want.” Denning said that once he 
invests in his meal prep company, 
that’s when income will really pop 
up.

Tara Ackaway, a Monmouth 
University Alumni and the CEO 
of Social Wise Communications, 
grew her company from inde-
pendent freelance public relations 
work to housing a full staff. Acka-
way is a public relations specialist 
who believes in the power of hard 

work.
One of Social Wise Communi-

cations’ clients, Aaron Price, is an 
entrepreneur specializing in the 
tech industry. Price, a graduate 
from the University of Maryland 
and the CEO of the tech company 
Propelify, said, “Entrepreneurship 
is about problem solving. How 
do you see something that other 
people see as a pain point? How do 
you come up with a solution? And 
how do you, in an entrepreneurial 
way, market that solution?”

Carly DeRosa, a Monmouth al-
umn with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Marketing and a minor in graphic 
design, is the founder of Lunar 
Digital Group. DeRosa began the 
marketing agency because she was 
“tired of trying to find that dream 
job.” DeRosa knew she could do 
more on her own instead of wast-
ing time searching, so she created 
the opportunity for herself. 

Morano admits that he has ex-
perienced personal failure in his 
career. He said, “When people say 
no to you, or they tell you, ‘you 
have no talent:’ I have experienced 
that too. It took me a year and a 
half to sell my first book. Every 
day I was getting rejected by an-
other publisher. They had not read 
the book, but they were rejecting 
me every day.”

Morano continued, “Financial 
failure is a much different beast, 
and it is real with a capital ‘R.’”

He admits there were times 

when he has been hungry, “I have 
not known if I would have three 
meals in a day. I know what that 
feels like. And I didn’t know [then] 
even if I would have a home. It was 
really scary, but that will motivate 
you.”

An entrepreneur, according to 
Price, is someone with a dedi-
cated skillset. He said, “There are 
certainly people who, I believe, 
are born with a so-called entre-
preneurial gene. I think I am one 
of them. But I also think people 
who are truly dedicated to learning 
what that means can develop the 
skill set to be a great entrepreneur.”

Price has advice for college 

students who are just beginning 
their careers, “Take your own per-
sonal time much more seriously. 
Be very serious with (your own) 
deadlines, (your own) goals, with 
recognizing that it won’t be very 
long until other much more signifi-
cant responsibilities come up and 
their ability to take higher risks is 
diminished.” 

DeRosa also advises students, 
“Do not feel obligated to fit into the 
mold of ‘success.’ Everyone has a 
different story and everyone gets 
there in a different way. If you pave 
your own path and stick to your 
own identity, you will gain respect 
and reputation from the start.” 

MELISSA BADAMO
FEATURES EDITOR

DEANNA MORREALE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

genre that defines her entire dis-
cography.

She said, “[The song] is about 
the transition from high school to 
college and how my experience in 
high school was a little toxic and 
stifling unless I was in the music 
department. It’s about breaking 
free from the high school stereo-
type that you’re put in and getting 
into college and doing your own 
thing and learning how to spread 
your wings and fly.”

Kat Fernandez, a junior music  
industry student and general man-
ager of Blue Hawk Records, said, 
“Her song is very inspirational. 
It’s very singer-songwriter, which 
is good because that’s what we 
were looking for for the album.”

Each song on Rivera’s debut 
album, Radiate, represents a dif-
ferent experience throughout her 
high school career. The album 
features gleeful keyboards and 
raw vocals, reflecting the positive 
vibes she radiates as well as her 
down-to-earth personality.

“She’s overall just a very nice 
person,” added Fernandez. “She’s 
probably one of the nicest people 
that I’ve met so far working on the 
album.”

“I try to put a positive spin on 
everything that I do, and I think 
my music is unique because it tells 
my story,” said Rivera.

Along with writing and releas-
ing music, Rivera is the stage 
manager for the upcoming mu-
sical and is a member of the Sea 
Sharps, Monmouth’s a cappella 
group.

Rivera sings and plays guitar, 
piano, and ukulele with her heart 
on her sleeve. As a freshman new 
to the Hawk’s nest, she is ‘Learn-
ing to Fly’ towards a career in mu-
sic industry.

Students are often asked 
what the most exciting classes 
at Monmouth are, and that is a 
difficult question to unwrap.

Some of the classes that nev-
er disappoint are the classes in 
which the students find them-
selves. Often, students who 
come into Monmouth unde-
clared choose their major based 
on the general education course 
they loved the most; whether 
it’s literature, psychology, or in-
formation technology.

Everyone has different inter-
ests, but students often find that 
the classes they initially thought 
were pointless or a waste of 
time were actually the classes 
they enjoyed the most.

People often fear that col-
lege classes will be tedious, 
but that is not always the case. 
Yes, you have the classes that 
are merely okay and you could 
live without, and then you have 
the classes you actually look 
forward to. You must take cer-
tain classes to obtain a degree, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
enjoy them.

Classes that excite students 
the most are the ones in which 
they can express themselves, 
such as creative writing, graph-
ic design, radio production, 
songwriting, and software de-
sign. Students enjoy the cours-
es in which they can proudly 
present their creative projects. 
There’s nothing more gratify-
ing than sharing ideas with your 
classmates and improving your 
skills alongside one another.

Amanda Graves, a senior 
English student, said, “I find 

PHOTO  COURTESY of Long Branch Patch
Starting a business is a goal for many students at Monmouth.

M o n m o u t h ’ s  E n t r e p r e n e u r s

Monmouth’s Most 
Exciting  Classes

classes with an enthusiastic 
professor exciting. If they’re 
excited, chances are I will 
be too.” Graves said that the 
classes she finds most exciting 
at Monmouth are language and 
linguistics and creative writing.

Professors make all the dif-
ference when it comes to the 
satisfaction of a certain course. 
When you meet the right pro-
fessors, they will light a fire in 
you that you never even knew 
existed.

Jesse Bragger, a junior biolo-
gy student, said, “If the profes-
sor is passionate about his work 
and is able to provide real life 
examples or personal stories, 
the class will draw you in. I feel 
the best classes are the ones 
where the professors teach the 
students the material instead of 
requiring the students to teach 
themselves.”

Bragger said that the most 
exciting class was organic 
chemistry, because the profes-
sor brings in an element of di-
versity, having roots from an-
other country.

It’s not all about context. 
Most of the time, it’s the things 
professors do that make a class 
incredible. The effort the pro-
fessors put into each class is 
rewarded by what the students 
get out of them.

To make for an exciting class, 
the professor and students 
should all work with one anoth-
er. Professors should bring out 
the best in their students, help-
ing to craft an undying passion 
for the subject matter.

Creativity, diversity, and col-
laboration mix together in a 
classroom to create a recipe for 
a gratifying college course.

B l u e  H a w k  R e c o r d s 
A r t i s t  o f  t h e  W e e k : 

D e l a n e y  R i v e r a
SHANNON MCGORTY
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Delaney Rivera is continuing her musical endeavors with Blue Hawk Records.
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Can One Burger Save the World?
ALLISUN ROMAIN
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The vegan diet has been 
around for more than a thou-
sand years, and throughout the 
past decade has become more 
popular than ever. For many, the 
thought of ever giving up meat 
is too much to fathom. For oth-
ers, a vegan diet and its surplus 
of benefits offer an appealing 
lifestyle. 

Since 2011, company Impos-
sible Foods has been developing 
and producing a variety of foods 
that are commonly meat-based, 
and altering them into vegan 
options, through the substitu-
tion of meatless ingredients. 
Some of the products they have 
crafted range from sausage, ta-
cos, meat pizza, and arguably 
their most desirable creation, 
the Impossible Burger.

Although the Impossible 
Burger was launched in 2016, 
it has just now recently become 
trendy in society, with versions 
of it being refashioned at com-
mon food chains across the 
world, including Burger King, 
White Castle, Red Robin, and 
the Cheesecake Factory.

Regarding impossible burger 
sales, Daniel Hudson, an em-
ployee at Burger King in Ocean 

IMAGE TAKEN from  [Impossible Foods]
If you want to taste test the Impossible Whopper, it is now available 
at Burger Kings across America. 

“There is overwhelming evidence that a plant-
based diet helps to reduce the risk of many 
chronic diseases, including heart disease and 

cancer.”

--Andrea Hope, E.d.D, Associate Professor of 
Health and Physical Education 

Township, puts it this way: 
“They sell like water bottles in 
the desert.”

The Impossible Burger, stand-
ing at an average cost of about 
$13, is a vegan hamburger that 
looks and tastes like real beef 
but is made with a plant-based 
patty. It was FDA approved in 
late July this year, and not long 
after made its debut in food 
stores by September. 

The key ingredient in the Im-
possible Burger is heme, which 
is a molecule found in plants. 
Heme is what allows the patty 
to taste like actual meat and in 
combination with fermented 
yeast, soy plants, starch, sun-
flower oil, and other natural in-
gredients, makes for a very meat 
like, meatless hamburger. 

Alexa LaVere, a senior health 
studies student at Monmouth 
University, has been vegan for 
almost two years now. “I am 

able to vividly recall the taste of 
meat,” said LaVere. “The Impos-
sible Burger that I tried did an 
extraordinary job at mimick-
ing the texture, appearance, and 
taste of an actual hamburger.”

Alongside the general con-
sensus of the Impossible Burger 
tasting good, there are also a va-
riety of health benefits the burg-
er offers. The most appealing 
health factor of the Impossible 

Burger is its high volumes of vi-
tal nutrients, such as iron and vi-
tamin B12. Additionally, it is low 
in sugar and high in fiber, with 
no more calories than a regular 
beef burger, making it more than 
safe to eat.

Jessica Henry, junior public 
health student at Monmouth 
University, is the President of 
the interest group Friends of 
Animals at Monmouth (FAM). 
When reflecting upon her diet, 
Henry says that she has, “found 
veganism to be incredibly heal-
ing and eye-opening.”

Andrea Hope, E.d.D, As-
sociate Professor of Health 
and Physical Education at 
Monmouth University, follows a 
plant-based diet herself, “There 
is overwhelming evidence that a 
plant-based diet helps to reduce 
the risk of many chronic diseas-
es, including heart disease and 
cancer,” said Hope.

The Impossible Burger also 
has an assortment of environ-
mental advantages in compari-
son to a beef patty. The most 
prominent goal of the makers of 
the Impossible Burger is to turn 
the global food system into a 
fully sustainable and eco-friend-
ly network. The production 
alone uses 96 percent less land, 
and 87 percent less water than 
that of animal meat. Not only 
that, but almost 90 percent less 
greenhouse gas emissions are 
produced in the process. These 
types of wastes are a result of the 
production of the world’s animal 
food products, and Hope says 
that they “have a detrimental ef-
fect on our environment.”

There are various reasons peo-
ple are often hesitant to switch 
to a vegan or plant-based diet, 
most times due to health factors, 
expenses, or the simple fear of 

taste dissatisfaction. Out of the 
billions of people living in the 
world, only about 75,3000,000 
are vegan; that is less than .1 
percent of the worldwide popu-
lation. 

However, with the mass pro-
duction and growing availabil-
ity of foods like the Impossible 
Burger, it seems as though the 
vegan diet is becoming increas-
ingly more achievable for the 
average food-loving individual.

When asked about her per-
sonal plant-based diet, Professor 
Mary Harris, Director of Plants 
for Peace at Monmouth Univer-
sity, said, “My health completely 

transformed, my energy levels 
increased dramatically, and ev-
erything I was able to eat as an 
omnivore, I was able to find a 
vegan version I could make that 
was healthier for me.”

Whether you follow a vegan 
diet, eat plant-based, or love 
to indulge in some wings and 
cheese- steaks on a late Friday 
night, there is no reason you 
shouldn’t give the Impossible 
Burger a try…for all you know, 
it could take only one bite of this 
plant-based patty for you to nev-
er go back to real beef.
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Throughout the 
years, members of the 
Monmouth University 
administration have been 
a key source of informa-
tion for The Outlook. 

We would like to per-
sonally thank President 
Patrick Leahy, Ed.D., 
Patti Swannack, Vice 
President for Adminis-
trative Services, Mary 
Anne Nagy, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Life and 
Leadership Engagement, 
Marilyn McNeil, Vice 
President and Director 

of Athletics, and other 
key personnel for this 
consistent aid that they 
provide to the newspa-
per. 

They typically make 
time, in what must be 
very busy schedules, to 
answer questions and to 
sit down with Outlook 
reporters. We would also 
like to thank the numer-
ous faculty and staff 
members that answer 
our inquiries throughout 
the year.  

The editors of The Out-
look recognize the im-
portance of our admin-
istrators making time 
for student-media. All 
of the editors agree that 
the administrators’ com-
mitment to commenting 
to The Outlook puts the 
University and them-
selves in a good light.  

“Even if an interview 

isn’t in an administra-
tor’s favor it still demon-
strates they are willing 
to have a sit-down con-
versation and be ‘hon-
est’ to the best of their 
ability… It may be hard 
sometimes, but in a high-
ranking position, inter-
views, press, and hard 
questions are all in the 
job description,” added 
another editor.  

Members of our admin-
istration set an example 
for other faculty mem-
bers and staff to whom 
The Outlook reaches out. 
Some faculty and staff 
members are not as will-

ing to aid The Outlook 
in our reporting. All the 
editors agreed that oth-
ers should follow in the 
footsteps of these select 
administrators and staff 
members in being open 
to the student-press.  

“For those who are un-
willing to contribute and 
volunteer necessary in-
formation, they are only 
stif ling our job as stu-
dent reporters and there-
fore serve as a blockade 
to the rest of the campus 
community who have 
a right to know what is 
happening here,” said 
one editor. 

These administrators 
and staff members ac-
knowledge the student 
newspaper and take it 
seriously. Often, they 
answer questions that 
may be uncomfortable 
for them, or are asked 
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to discuss topics which 
they would prefer not to 
discuss in the campus 
media. 

As journalists, the 
staff of the paper looks 
to report on the facts. 
The willingness of these 
individuals to answer 
questions pertaining to 
pertinent issues allows 
us to do just that. 

“The willingness of 
the administrators and 
the higher ups, the Pres-
ident and VPs, to always 
answer questions for 
The Outlook portrays 
how committed they are 
to its students and their 

publication,” said an-
other editor. “This com-
mitment to the student 
press represents their 
commitment to the fu-
tures of these students 
and to the future of the 
school.”  

Another editor added, 
“Having conversations 
with students about is-
sues and seeking their 
input is a step in the 
right direction for the 
future of the Universi-
ty.”

While the editors are 
grateful for the specific 
faculty and adminstra-
tors who have consis-
tently contributed, The 
Outlook highly encour-
ages others to follow this 
example and cooperate 
with the student media; 
even when it may be un-
comfortable or inconve-
nient to respond.

A Thank You to our Contributors

Joseph Falzini

D E L I V E RY A S S I S TA N T S

Tyler Waddington

EDITORIAL STAFF

Anthony Vives

“Having conversations with students about 
issues and seeking their input is a step in the 

right direction for the future of the University.”
AN OUTLOOK EDITOR
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I believe that the voting 
committee has made a terrible 
mistake by getting rid of First-
Year Seminar as a university-wide 
general education requirement for 
the class of 2024 and incoming 
classes beyond. 

There are a lot of mixed reviews 
out there on this matter. First-
Year Seminars crack open many 
different opportunities for First-
Year students that they simply 
will not receive in their other 
coursework.

To start, the purpose of general 
education is to ensure our graduates 
are well-rounded and have been 
exposed to different areas of study. 
Some students felt that this course 
was a waste of their scholarly time 
at Monmouth because the content 
of their First-Year Seminar did not 
coincide with their major. 

A clear majority of your general 
education requirements are not 
necessarily supposed to align to 
your comfort zone, after all, how 
can your coursework prove that 
you are a well-rounded graduate 
if your audit has no diversity 
whatsoever?

Another major “flaw” seen with 
the First-Year Seminar requirement 
is the coursework itself. Since the 
professor and the content of each 
class differ, the coursework also 
differs. One class might be simple 
and only require readings and a 
project, while another may require 
a 12-page paper. The thought of 
how different the syllabi of these 
courses appear can be slightly 
daunting to students; nevertheless, 
they are different course topics 
taught by professors from many 
different departments. 

Two students taking the same 
course, for example Physcology 

CAITLIN MAZZELLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Halloween in college is much 
different from when we were 
younger. In fact, rather than cel-
ebrating on October 31 itself, it is 
an all-weekend event. 

For many schools, at least 
in New Jersey, the weekend is 
known as “Halloweekend.” Hal-
loweekend is a weekend full of 
fun where students spend a lot of 
time going out with their friends 
to different parties or events all 
while wearing costumes.

Depending on what day the 
holiday falls on, Halloweekend 
could be considered two days or 
sometimes even four. This year, 
Halloween falls on a Thursday, 
so we all know it will be at least 
three days of celebrating for us 
students.

 As fun as this sounds, it is of-
ten a long and annoying process 
that you must plan for well in ad-
vance because each day means a 
different costume. College stu-
dents have to come up with at 
least three or four costumes for 
this one holiday. Many students, 
especially girls, plan accordingly 
by thinking of costumes in early 
October so there is ample time 
for costumes to be purchased and 
delivered. 

Not everyone takes it this seri-
ously, but it is often much easier to 
plan for this long weekend weeks 
in advance because throwing a 
costume together last minute is 
too stressful when mixed with 
classes. Girls, especially, enjoy 
sharing costumes on different 
days to make each other’s lives 
easier and to save some money.

Not every student loves to go 
out during this holiday and that is 
more than okay. Many students 
spend their time making Hal-

KAITLYN DARA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

103, from two different professors 
could each have completely 
different class assignments. I see 
this firsthand because I tutor a 
wide array of students in various 
general education classes. Among 
all the general education classes 
and all of the various professors, 
the requirements of the same 
courses will be different.

Now let’s step into the benefits 
that the students are missing out 
on. Each First-Year Seminar class 
has a Peer Learning Assistant 
(PLA), which is an older student 
who mentors students, assists 
the professor with any needs, 
and typically follows along with 
the readings to be engaged with 
their class’s content. On top of all 
that, they are a link between the 
students and campus. 

PLAs go through trainings to 
ensure they know all about campus 
resources. They are also making 
themselves available to students 
outside of the classroom for 
assistance with anything. Students 
may also feel more comfortable 
admitting that they need help to 
an older peer first other than going 
to their professors or other staff 
members.

Why First-Year Seminar Should Stay Halloween
loween cookies, treating them-
selves to candy, and even sitting 
back and relaxing while watch-
ing Halloween movies. The most 
popular cookies that a lot of col-
lege students love to bake are the 
Pillsbury sugar cookies with the 
pumpkin or ghost pictures on 
them. These are delicious and 
very popular during the fall holi-
days. 

Also, sometimes students 
who live off-campus even get 
trick or treaters and spend their 
nights handing out candy to the 
young kids. Or, some even go 
home to spend the holiday with 
their family. It is always nice 
to see Monmouth students get-
ting involved in the community 
they live in and embracing their 
neighbors.

Monmouth is a great place to 
be during this holiday. Students 
are not the only ones who love 
the holiday, some professors do 
as well. Professors on campus 
sometimes bring in candy for 
their students or try to incorpo-
rate some fun holiday activities 
into their classes if possible. 

On-campus, Dunkin even gets 
into the Halloween spirit by sell-
ing pumpkin-flavored coffees and 
foods as well as decorating their 
donuts with different Halloween 
designs, making them extra tasty. 
As well, the dining hall takes the 
time to add some decorations for 
a spooky vibe. The campus is al-
ways beautiful but during the fall 
season, it is even more elegant 
and eye catching.

 Halloween is a great holiday 
to spend at Monmouth with all of 
the events that go on throughout 
the communities and it allows all 
students to express themselves in 
whichever way they desire but in 
an appropriate manner. Happy 
Halloween Monmouth!  

PLAs and professors also 
collaborate to bring in, what I 
believe to be the best part, guest 
speakers. These guest speakers 
are usually notable people on 
campus from resource centers, 
such as Tutoring Services, Writing 
Services, and Counseling Services, 
that offer support to the students. 

With this, students get to meet 
the people who work in these 
offices firsthand and learn about 
what services they offer. PLAs 
also act as guest speakers during 
class time to introduce important 
Monmouth sites such as ecampus, 
Webadvisor, and Accudemia. 
Where else are they supposed to 
learn all the ins and outs of these 
sites and be exposed to all the 
resources on campus?

Getting rid of this requirement 
university-wide is not acceptable. 
Classes are always improving and 
First-Year Seminar classes can 
always make adjustments to fit new 
ideas. I  believe that every First-
Year Seminar class has benefited 
students in one or more ways, 
even if the student themselves 
cannot identify it. I currently have 
a student petition on this matter to 
bring back First-Year Seminar.

PHOTO COURTSY of Monmouth University
To sign the petition contact Caitlin at s1106884@monmouth.edu.
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Kanye West has always 
been open about his Christian 
beliefs, but recently he’s really 
turned up the hallelujah.

West officially labeled him-
self as a Christian artist and 
just dropped an eleven-song 
album titled JESUS IS KING 
(yes, in all caps) along with an 
IMAX movie companion. He 
also has been going around 
the country holding what he 
calls “Sunday Services” at a 
different church each week.

But unlike most Christian 
masses, these services are 
invite-only. Attendees sign 
a non-disclosure agreement 
upon entering, and Father 
Kanye is the one preaching. 
Even his clothing brand has 
taken a turn for the holier, 
and started selling “Sunday 
Service Apparel,” with the 
cheapest item being a $50 pair 
of Sunday Service socks. 

There were many people 
who refused to listen to the al-
bum because they felt Kanye 
didn’t have the qualifications 
to declare himself as a voice 
for righteousness. There’s no 
hiding that the artist has had 
a perpetually controversial 
career.

Most famously he’s been 
criticized for calling himself 
both God and Jesus, high-
jacking Taylor Swift’s Gram-
my acceptance speech, and 
calling out President Bush 
for not caring about Afri-
can Americans. In just this 
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past week, at one of his “Sun-
day Services” he preached that 
taking race into account when 
making decisions is a form of 
slavery. 

However, it’s important to 
note that none of us can be the 
perfect representative of God. 
From John 8:7, “He who is with-
out sin among you, let him be 
the first to throw a stone at her.”

No matter how much we 
practice or preach, we are not 
perfect. Of course, West is 
not the most divine of us, but 
he doesn’t have to be to make 
Christain music. The rapper’s 
case is interesting considering 
how stark of a turn his character 
has changed and the profits he’s 
making off it. 

Lexi Uzaru, a sophomore po-
litical science student, said, “I 
think he is beyond problematic 
and clearly is not in the right 
kind of headspace. He should 
take time off to figure out his 
own demons before he comes 
into the public eye and tries to 
make albums like this.”  

The concept for KING at first 
seemed reminiscent of The Life 
of Pablo. Pablo was Kanye’s 
2016 album, consisting of col-
laborations from over a dozen 
artists like Chance the Rapper, 
Rihanna, Post Malone, Frank 
Ocean, and Kid Cudi.

The running theme of all 
these songs? Faith. This album 
was Grammy-nominated and 
is on just about every best al-
bum list for 2016. It balanced 
the concerns of the public to-
wards hot button issues and re-
latable everyday troubles, with 

how faithfulness can carry you 
through these adversities.

All the while not naming a 
specific God, leaving it open 
for people of any kind of reli-
gious beliefs to cherish. 

Therefore, reasonably, when 
Kanye announced he would 
be releasing a “Christian al-
bum,” fans expected something 
vaguely similar, but they were 
wrong to say the least. When 
KING dropped, it didn’t take 
long for fans to flood Twitter 
with primarily neg- a -
tive reviews.

Rap fans criti-
cized it for using 
too many refer-
ences to opinions of 
a very specific type of 
Christian, and Chris-
tians criticized it for be-
ing not representative of 
what they felt the reli-
gion was meant to stand 
for. However, those who 
praised the album did so 
solely on the basis that 
the songs had good beats. 
But to be fair, it’s hard for 
anyone to defend lyrics like 
“Closed on Sundays, you 
my Chik-Fil-A,” which is the 
opening lines to the most popu-
lar song off the album, ‘Closed 
on Sundays.’ 

My sister Angie Pisacane,  a 
junior music student at Eliza-
bethtown College, has been 
studying the relationship be-
tween music and its effect on 
culture.

When asked about West’s 
brand change, she said, “It’s 
not abnormal for a person to 

change and to have their genres 
reflect that, but this seems 
more like a change in motiva-
tion. He’s taking a religion that 
people find hope and sanctuary 
in and turned it into a business 
venture. And it’s scary to think 
that a person can do that and 
start gathering a following in-
stead of a gathering to stop it.” 

But not everyone in the reli-
gious community is up in arms 
about West’s new direction. In-
stead, some are welcoming it 
with open arms.

Director of Monmouth’s Cam-
pus Catholic Ministry Cris-
tina D’Averso-Collins, M.T.S., 
M.S.P., said, “I think that if he 
and his family have had a sincere 
experience of conversion, that is 
great! I know that they were all 
just baptized in the Armenian 
Orthodox Church, so it seems 
like something is stirring in their 
hearts these days. We definitely 

will pray for them!”
As for the critcism to-

wards West, D’Aversp-Collins 
shrugged it off. “People may 
criticize it, but who knows 
what goes on in the human 
heart? People experience 
Christ in different ways and at 
different times in their lives,” 
she concluded.

Clearly, West converting 
his brand to strictly Chris-
tian music, starting with his 
new album, has sparked in-
tense responses across the 
board.

But the way West 
approached trying 
to write a good 
rap album and 
a good Christian 
album at the same 
time has made his 
music mediocre 
at best in both re-
gards.

There’s a lot we can expect 
from the new streaming service 
that Disney is releasing in a few 
weeks on Nov. 12.

So far, audiences and Disney 
fans everywhere have heard that 
Disney+ is bringing the best of 
the best to their new platform 
including new shows and films 
such as The Mandalorian (A Star 
Wars  live-action television se-
ries following a bounty hunter), 
a live-action version of Lady and 
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the Tramp, High School Musi-
cal: The Musical: The Series 
(yes that’s the actual name), and 
many more titles.

Disney+ will charge custom-
ers $6.99 each month or $69.99 
for a year to watch hundreds 
of Disney titles that you might 
haven’t seen in a long time, or 
even ever. The price makes the 
service stand out the most since 
it’s so cheap, compared to Netf-
lix’s $14.99 or Hulu’s $11.99 per 
month.

With all that competition, how 
will Disney make their stream-
ing platform different than oth-
ers?

Streaming services like Net-
flix have years of experience 

behind them and that helps them 
know their customers better and 
create a variety of movies or 
television shows. Meanwhile, 
Disney has never released some-
thing like this, so it may take a 
while for them to get comfort-
able in the industry.

They’re also only offering 
movies and shows based on the 
companies they own, so if you 
miss That’s So Raven and other 
shows like it, this service is for 
you!

But that can also be an issue 
for customers; are they will-
ing to shell out another $6.99 
a month to watch old reruns of 
Disney Channel shows, when 
a service like Netflix has time-
less older shows along with new 
shows with big budgets?

While some may want to re-
live those old Disney shows and 

it might be more kid-friendly, 
Lizzie McGuire might be an after-
thought for older audiences while 
they binge Stranger Things.

Plus, Netflix’s older shows 
hold up better. When it comes 
to watching an older show like 
Cheers or Friends on Netflix, 
anybody of any age can flip it on 
for a few episodes.

Meanwhile, it’s harder to watch 
old Disney shows like The Proud 
Family for an extended period. 
Sure, you can flick it on for a cou-
ple episodes to relive your youth, 
but it’s not binge-worthy like ti-
tles Netflix has licensing for.

Although Disney is putting a 
countless amount of their origi-
nals on the service, they’re still 
having trouble gaining licensing 
back for titles that can be found 
on other services such as Hulu.

There are two things though 
that Disney has that make them 
stand out: a huge fan base and 
animation. First, there are many 
Disney fans and their ages range 
from newborn to one hundred 
years old.

Considering Disney’s large 
following, assistant professor of 
digital media Amanda Stojanov, 
M.F.A., said it best: “Since Dis-
ney is a large and established 
company with successful con-
tent, it has the potential to be a 
devastating competitor for Netf-
lix.”

Although Netflix may have a 
lot of success in the streaming 
industry, many of their users love 
their Disney content and may 
just switch to this cheaper option 

with what they are looking for. 
Netflix may have a lot of suc-

cess in the streaming industry, 
but many of their users who love 
the Disney content provided 
may just switch to this cheaper 
option for Disney-only content. 
However, if you want a free trial 
before you purchase, that is not 
available yet.

 Disney is trying to get their 
fans to pre-order the service 
before getting the free trial so 
they have a larger audience to 
experience what they have cre-
ated. Their competitors offer a 
free trial for a certain amount of 
days before you commit to the 
purchase. 

Disney hasn’t officially an-
nounced if they will be adding 
this feature after their initial 
launch, but I think it will help 
get people to buy the service in 
the long run like their competi-

tors.
You can have seven differ-

ent profiles and four of them 
will be able to be streamed at 
the same time, which com-
pared to Netflix can be good 
for a household. Netflix offers 
users five different profiles 
and you have to pay extra for 
more users to stream simulta-
neously.

We can expect an afford-
able service chock full of 
Disney and their partner’s 
content, and a satisfying setup 
that looks more polished than 
streaming competitors.

Stojanov concluded, “Dis-
ney is adapting to the tech-
nological shift in popular 
entertainment from cable tele-
vision and theatrical releases 
to streaming services and 
binge-watching, popularized 
by Netflix.”

Jesus is  King:
K a n y e  W e s t  a n d  H i s  B r a n d  o f  F a i t h

IMAGE TAKEN from technobuffalo.com
Disney+ is rolling out soon, but how will it fare against the competi-
tion like Netflix, Hulu, or HBO Max?

IMAGES TAKEN  from Variety (background) and PNGio.com (left)
West released his new album JESUS IS KING on Oct. 25.

IMAGE TAKEN from Disney Clip Art
Lizzie McGuire will make her 
triumph return to Disney+.
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It could’ve come in handy 
because there are so many scenes 
of cleaning up the quarters or 
moving stuff around. I felt like 
jumping in and helping the guys 
out if it meant getting this movie 
over with.

The second hour is made 
up of the pair yelling at each 
other, with Wake using so much 
pirate dialogue that he needs 
English captions. Hearing a guy 
say “avast yee” and “spill yee 
beans,” along with his farting for 
two hours made me want to put 
two eye patches over my eyes 
and ears. But hey, this is “Daniel 
Day Lewis” level apparently.

If you watch it for what it is, 
two guys on a rock,  it’s stale. 
Considering most of the movie 
is on maintenance and the two 
bickering at each other, I couldn’t 
care less about them.

There’s definitely a greater 
meaning to this, but like the 
many seagulls that hover around 
the rock, this one went right 

over my head. And I don’t 
care about trying to figure 

it out, because it’s not 
good enough to warrant 
analysis.

Also, I’m not sure 
where Ray got “horror” 

from. Sure, it’s dramatic, 
but there’s nothing freighting 

about this at all. Unless you’re 
talking about the $13 you’ll 

waste seeing this movie, 
then yeah, it’s terrifying. 

Please, make like 
a landlubber and 

don’t follow any 
light towards 
The Lighthouse.

T h e  L i g h t h o u s e : 
T w o  O p i n i o n s  O c e a n s  A p a r t

MARK MARRONE
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Folks, I just want to apologize 
first for my colleague’s glowing 
review of The Lighthouse. Like the 
two keepers who drink like sieves 
through most of the duration, Ray 
is intoxicated by Lighthouse kool-
aid or he’s got a case of scurvy 
going to his head.

Now some things I’ll admit 
Ray is right about: it has 
good cinematography and the 
performers did try, even though 
they made me want to jump ship.

However, The Lighthouse is a 
pretentious film that’s boring with 
annoying dialogue.

Ray said the performances were 
electrifying, but I could’ve used 
an electric current to wake me 
up because the first hour is about 
lighthouse maintenance. The 
directors pay such great attention 
to maintenance that m y 
ticket might as 
well come with 
a manuel.

It’s been nearly four years since 
Selena Gomez released her last 
full-length album, Revival. But 
with two new singles released a 
day apart from each other, it’s safe 
to say that she’s ready to get back in 
the game.

Gomez released her highly 
anticipated single ‘Lose You to 
Love Me’ with a music video to 
go along with it on Oct. 23. If you 
haven’t noticed by all the ads on 
Gomez’s Instagram, it was shot on 
the new iPhone 11 Pro. 

The ‘Lose You’ music video was 
released at midnight and Gomez 
scored almost 5 million views that 
Wednesday morning. The video 
for this song is simple; it’s black 
and white with Gomez sitting in a 
chair singing directly towards the 
camera with all of her emotions. 
Because Gomez lays it all out there, 
you can’t help but feel a person 
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connection with her in the video.
It’s hard to love the slow pace 

of the single, but you can love the 
lyrics. Gomez throws shade at her 
ex-boyfriend Justin Bieber with, 
“In two months, you replaced us/
Like it was easy/Made me think 
I deserved it.” When Bieber 
dumped her and got engaged to 
model Hailey Baldwin just two 
months after, it’s clear Gomez 
felt pain. But after a long time of 
healing, she declares she’s moving 
on with the final lyrics of, “And 
now the chapter is closed and 
done/And now it’s goodbye, it’s 
goodbye for us.”

While ‘Lose You’ is a slow 
ballad with a grand piano and 
modern synthesizer, Gomez 
dropped another single with a 
completely different tone on Oct. 
24.

In ‘Look at Her Now,’ Gomez 
thanks her fans for being her “ride 
or dies.” The lyrics in this song are 
far more upbeat that you’ll want 

to get up and dance. This music 
video was released at the same 
time as the song and is entirely 
different from its prequel.

There’s no doom and gloom; 
it’s much more colorful with 
Gomez dancing in a white dome 
with a bunch of flashing colors 
from LED lights, where she 
again flexes the iPhone 11 Pro 
camera. At this point, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if Tim Cook was one 
of the dancers.

While she was broken in ‘Lose 
You,’ on this single she’s got her 
spunk back with lyrics like, “Of 
course she was sad/But now she’s 
glad she dodged a bullet.” And 
what a bullet she dodged!

It has some catchy lyrics like 
that, but the chorus is a little 
uninspired with, “Mm-mm-mm, 
mm-mm-mm, mm-mm/Look 
at her now, watch her go.” The 
“mms” sound more like a squeaky 
chair than the kind of “mm” you 
say when eating a good piece of 
pie.

It’s the kind of chorus that can 
get stuck in your head, but not in 
a good way.

With these two new singles, 
Gomez is closing a chapter in 
her life and wrapping it up into 
a bow and being done with it. 
She manages to look back in two 
different tones: one of solemnness 
and another of excitement. 

Considering how much tea 
Gomez spilled in these two 
singles, we can expect much more 
to make headlines. There’s no 
official date for an album yet, but 
hopefully Gomez has saved the 
best for last.

G o m e z  M o v e s  o n  f r o m  B i e b e r
I n  T w o  N e w  S i n g l e s

IMAGE TAKEN from wccftech
Selena Gomez gets emotional in one of her latest singles.

Establishing shot: fog, thick.  
A foghorn cautions from 
somewhere. The fog recedes and 
shows open ocean. It lightens a 
little more, and a steamer ship on 
the horizon motors towards us. 
On the bow, we have two men, 
staring into the fog of oblivion.  
In the distance, an island with a 
beacon, and nothing else.There, 
the keepers will be alone for four 
weeks until relief.

Director Robert Eggers 
wastes no time setting the tone 
for The Lighthouse. No dialogue 
for almost ten minutes. Wide 
shots with long durations. The 
sounds of the whipping winds 
and the restless ocean. 

Shot in stark black and white, 
this movie looks like an Ingmar 
Bergman classic or The Cabinet 
of Dr. Caligari.  And it’s just as 
enchanting as the mermaids in it.

This is Eggers’ second film 
following the cult success of 
2015’s The Witch, a horror 
piece set in the outskirts of 1630 
New England. The Lighthouse, 
written by Max and Robert 
Eggers, is similar to The Witch 
for two reasons.

First, both heavily rely on the 
jargon of their period to create 
more realistic dialogue.

The Eggers brothers used 
Herman Melville’s writings and 
diaries of sailors to craft their 
masterful dialogue. Secondly, its 
setting is specific and acts as a 
character.

Ephraim Winslow, played by 
Robert Pattinson, is a foreman, 
and Thomas Wake, played by 
Willem Dafoe, is his captain.  
Winslow is tasked with all of 
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the hard labor; shoveling coal, 
painting the tower, hauling barrels 
of oil to the top of the tower. 

Wake’s duty is to man the light 
and cook. 

The two men tensely chat 
about superstition, lighthouse 
business, and not much else. These 
characters are suspicious of each 
other, and we know less than they 
do.

We see them dance, sing 
shanties, box, and descend into 
darkness together. 

Pattinson and Dafoe are electric 
together and both should be 
nominated for Oscars.

At times, Pattinson’s acting is so 
intense, the veins in his head make 
it look like he’s going to burst. He 
resembles Daniel Day Lewis, and 
gives a DDL-level performance. 
Dafoe mirrors Gregory Peck’s 
ferocious Ahab in 1956’s Moby 
Dick.

Although the dialogue 
is amazing, it does take an 
adjustment period to adapt to 
Wake and Winslow’s jargon.

There are a few scenes where 
the dialogue is too much and 
detracts from the story in crucial 
moments.

Also, one of Wake’s monologues 
is so riddled with sailorspeak, he 
might as well have said nothing.

The score of this film, composed 
by returning Eggers scorer Mark 
Korven, sounds like “the noise” 
from the Beatles’ ‘A Day in the 
Life;’ steadily building, rhythmic 
but atonal, immense and all-
encompassing. Then, at its highest 
point—a pause—then crash.  
When we have such a dark story 
(visually and progressively), our 
sense of hearing is paying extra 
attention.  

The cinematography, editing, 

sound design, and screenplay are 
so fresh, like it just came from the 
galley.  I feel like I’m at a nautical 
museum watching archival 
footage.

If all of 19th century nautical 
history was erased, The 
Lighthouse could be substituted.  
This film was shot with a 35mm 
camera to give it an extra touch of 
vintage horror.

Take the themes of cabin fever, 
the supernatural, and isolation 
from Stanley Kubrick’s The 
Shining, add the suspense of any 
Hitchcock film, and the ambiguity 
of Jacob’s Ladder. Throw that all 
together, and you have a recipe for 
a new standard for horror.

The Great Alaskan Race
Is an Endurance Test

You could say last week was a 
slow week for movies, with low-
level releases like Black and Blue 
and Countdown out. But let’s go 
lower, shall we?

I enjoy seeing low-budget 
movies and exposing them all to 
you because sometimes you can 
do a lot with a little.

Unfortunately, for The Great 
Alaskan Race, it has so much 
potential, but it’s wasted because 
of so little effort.

It has a great story: set in 1925, 
a dypheria outbreak hits Nome, 
Alaska, which leaves many 
children sick. A serum is needed 
to heal the children, but Nome is 
remote and no planes can get there.

To bring the serum home, a 
group of dog sled mushers create 
a  relay spanning 674 miles. With 
temperatures dipping to below 40, 
it was a grueling test of strength 
for the dogs and mushers.

At least this is what the credits 
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tell us, because I didn’t see much 
of this at all.

The first half is slow becuase 
the children fall ill and the 
leaders in town figure out what to 
do, which takes a while because 
everyone communicated via 
telegraph. Things definitely 
could’ve picked up if they could 
just text, what’s the deal there?

Then in the second half, the 
great race is on, somewhat. 
We mostly follow Leonhard 
Seppala, played by Brian Presley, 
who covered a staggering 350 
miles of the run. However, while 
he’s trudging through harsh 
conditions, the director, who’s 
also Presley, decided to focus on 
the kids in the hospital.

Sure, I know the stakes 
are high, but I want to see 
the courageous spirits of the 
mushers survive in treacherous 
conditions. The race should be 
prominent compared to what’s 
going on at home. I just want my 
Great Race like I was promised!

When we do see the race, it’s so 
poorly made that you can barely 
make out what’s happening. It 
looks like Seppala is mushing 
in a backlot in Hollywood with 
pine trees on a green screen and 
a snow filter.

The snow filter by the editor, 
who’s Presley again, is so bad 
that when actors go outside, 
you can tell it’s not snowing 
because there’s no flakes on their 
shoulders or anywhere.

I’m not sure how this Lifetime 
movie made it on the big screen,  
but hopefully it won’t be there 
for long.

IMAGES TAKEN from Houston Chronicle (above) and  reddit.com/r/a24 (background)
 Pattinson and Dafoe argue just like Ray and I; well, except for the sailorspeak.

IMAGE TAKEN from hollywoodreporter.com
Brad Presley directed, ed-
ited, and starred in this mess.
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“Biden is still in a pret-
ty good position in South 
Carolina, but there are 
some signs that he might 
not have a true firewall 
among black voters. If he 
does not do well in the 
earlier contests in Febru-
ary, there may be potential 
for current preferences to 
shift here,” said Patrick 
Murray, director of the in-
dependent Monmouth Uni-
versity Polling Institute.

Biden is the top pick 
among black Democratic 
primary voters in South 
Carolina at 39%, with 
Warren (11%), Sanders 
(11%), Harris (8%) and 
the rest of the field trail-
ing him by a wide margin.  
However, a significant 
number of black voters 
(19%) remain completely 
undecided on their prefer-
ence and there are some 
sizable differences by age 
and education.

Among white Demo-
cratic voters, who make 
up about two-fifths of 

the likely electorate, it is 
a tight contest between 
Biden (28%) and Warren 
(24%), with Sanders (13%) 
and Buttigieg (8%) follow-
ing behind.  Just 6% of 
white voters say they do 
not have any candidate in 
mind as their pick.

Looking at a hypotheti-
cal nomination contest 
without Joe Biden in the 
race (by assigning his vot-
ers to their second choice 
candidate), suggests a very 
uncertain contest, with 
Warren at 25%, Sand-
ers at 18%, Harris at 9%, 
Steyer at 6%, and Butti-
gieg at 5%, with 20% un-
decided among all South 
Carolina Democratic vot-
ers.  Among white vot-
ers in a potential scenario 

without Biden, 37% back 
Warren, 14% Sanders, and 
11% Buttigieg, with 10% 
undecided. Among black 
voters, the preferences are 
20% Sanders, 17% Warren, 
13% Harris, and 7% Steyer, 
with 25% undecided.

   The poll also finds that 
South Carolina Democratic 
primary voters are not in-
clined to believe claims 
that Biden pressured the 
Ukraine government to 
fire its prosecutor in or-
der to block an investiga-
tion of business activities 
involving Biden’s son.  
More than 6-in-10 feel that 
these claims about Biden 
are likely to be untrue, al-
though only 28% say that 
they are definitely not true 
while another 35% say they 
are probably not true.  An-
other 12% say these claims 
are probably true and 1% 
say they are definitely true.

 A plurality of 44% say 
that this controversy has 
had no impact on Biden’s 
ability to beat President 

Donald Trump next year, 
but one-third (34%) say 
that it has actually hurt 
Biden. Just 4% say it has 
helped him.  Nearly half 
(48%) say Biden’s re-
sponse to the charges has 
been done with the right 
amount of force, but 23% 
say his response has not 
been forceful enough and 
6% say his response has 
actually been too forceful.

“The issues around 
Biden and his son brought 
up in the Ukraine investi-
gation do not seem to be 
having a significant im-
pact on South Carolina 
Democrats right now.  But 
some voters do seem to be 
worried about where this 
all might lead and how 
Biden is handling the con-

 

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden remains the 
clear front-runner among 
likely Democratic vot-
ers in South Carolina.  
The Monmouth Univer-
sity Poll finds little has 
changed in overall presi-
dential primary support, 
but there is evidence that 
black voters’ preference 
for the front-runner var-
ies significantly when age 
and education are taken 
into account.

Biden currently holds 
33% support among South 
Carolina voters who are 
likely to vote in the Feb-
ruary 2020 Democratic 
primary.  This is down 
slightly from his 39% sup-
port level in Monmouth’s 
July poll. Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(16%) and Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (12%) are 
in the second tier of can-
didate preferences.  War-
ren has improved on her 
9% standing in July while 
Sanders was at a similar 
10% then. California Sen. 
Kamala Harris has 6% 
support, which is down 
from 12% in July.

Other candidates reg-
istering at least 2% sup-
port in the poll are for-
mer hedge fund manager 
Tom Steyer (4%), South 
Bend Mayor Pete But-
tigieg (3%), New Jersey 
Sen. Cory Booker (2%), 
Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar (2%), and en-
trepreneur Andrew Yang 
(2%).  The remaining nine 
candidates included in the 
poll receive 1% support or 
less. Another 15% of like-
ly voters say they are not 
yet leaning toward any 
candidate in this race.

Shifts, or lack thereof, 
in the fortunes of these 
candidates can be seen 
more plainly when both 
the first and second choic-
es of voters are examined.  
Biden is a top-two prefer-
ence for 46% of Palmetto 
State Democrats (down 
slightly by 4 points from 
50% in July), Warren is 
at 35% (up 16 points from 
19%), Sanders is at 23% 
(same as 23% in July), and 
Harris is at 13% (down 15 
points from 28%).  

However, Biden’s po-
sition as either a first or 
second choice candidate 
has dropped by 10 points 
among black voters (52% 
from 62% in July). War-
ren’s position as a top-
two choice has improved 
among black voters (26% 
from 11% in July). Har-
ris has declined as a top-
two choice among black 
voters (17% from 28% 
in July), while Sanders 
remains about the same 
(25% from 23% in July).

MONMOUTH POLLING 
INSTITUTE

PRESS RELEASE

Polling Institute on Presidential Primary
troversy,” said Murray.

 A majority (52%) of 
likely Democratic primary 
voters say it is very impor-
tant that Democrats nomi-
nate someone who sup-
ports impeaching Trump. 
Currently, all candidates 
in the field have called 
for Trump’s impeachment. 
About half (49%) also say 
that it is very important 
for the party to nominate 
someone who will build on 
the legacy of former Presi-
dent Barack Obama. Black 
voters are more likely than 
white voters to prioritize 
both Trump’s impeach-
ment (57% black to 44% 
white) and Obama’s legacy 
(57% black to 42% white).

The Monmouth Uni-
versity Poll asked likely 
Democratic primary vot-
ers to rate the 12 candi-
dates who appeared on the 
debate stage earlier this 
month.  For the most part, 
these ratings remain un-
changed from Monmouth’s 
July poll.  Biden holds 

the most positive rating 
at 76% favorable to 12% 
unfavorable.  Other candi-
dates with strong positive 
ratings are Warren (66% to 
10%) and Sanders (66% to 
18%).

Booker also continues to 
get strong net ratings (51% 
favorable to 11% unfavor-
able), although this has 
not translated to electoral 
support in the “horse race” 
question. Harris, on the 
other hand, has seen her 
ratings drop (51% favor-
able to 19% unfavorable) 
since the summer.  But-
tigieg (36% to 12%) and 
former Texas Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke (30% to 21%) 
remain about where they 
were in July.

Klobuchar (26% favor-

able to 15% unfavorable) 
and former cabinet secre-
tary Julián Castro (22% to 
20%) have seen their rat-
ings decline since July. Of 
the remaining three candi-
dates – all of whom have 
seen an uptick in name 
recognition since the sum-
mer – the net ratings for 
Steyer (31% to 16%) and 
Yang (25% to 17%) have 
improved while those for 
Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard (18% to 22%) have 
worsened.

Overall, 70% of likely 
voters say the candidate 
they back right now is the 
one they agree with the 
most on the issues. Just 
8% say they tend to agree 
with another candidate 
more than the one they 
are currently backing.  By 
comparison, 61% feel they 
are backing the most elect-
able Democrat, while 13% 
say that another candidate 
in the field would actu-
ally be stronger against 
Trump.  In a poll of likely 

New Hampshire voters 
conducted last month – in 
which Warren and Biden 
shared the lead – 69% 
said they were backing the 
candidate they were most 
aligned with and 52% said 
they felt their candidate 
choice was the strongest 
on electability.

The Monmouth Univer-
sity Poll was conducted 
by telephone from Octo-
ber 16 to 21, 2019 with 402 
South Carolina voters who 
are likely to vote in the 
Democratic presidential 
primary in February 2020, 
out of 667 registered vot-
ers that were contacted for 
the poll. The question re-
sults in this release have a 
margin of error of +/- 4.9 
percentage points. 

IMAGE TAKEN from USAtoday.com

2020 Democratic candidates for president enter the race among a “crowded” field. The Monmouth Poll 
found that South Carolina primary voters seek to nominate the most electable candidate for the general election.
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Women’s Soccer Clinches the MAAC 
CARLY STEAKIN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Football Receives Votes for National Ranking
MARK D’AQUILA

SPORTS EDITOR

Hawks football improved their 
record to 6-2 and remained unde-
feated in conference play beating 
Charleston Southern on the road 
35-13 behind a career-best day 
from junior running back Pete 
Guerriero who earned Big South 
Offensive Player of the Week 
honors. 

Guerriero ran the ball 22 times 
in the game for a career-high 221 
yards and a touchdown which 
came late in the fourth quarter 
to put the finishing touches on a 
road domination for the blue and 
white. This is the fourth most 
rushing yards a running back has 
ever recorded in a single game in 
Monmouth history. 

Senior quarterback Kenji Ba-
har also led the winning efforts 
throwing for 194 yards and three 
touchdowns in route to becoming 
the program’s all-time leading 
passer with 8,000 total. 

“Kenji’s just a great performer 
for us,” said Head Coach Kevin 
Callahan. “This is his third and a 
half year as a starter and you can 
see his growth and maturation 
each and every year. There is no 
question he’s the leader of our of-
fensive unit and he runs the show 
out on the field.”

Bahar got the offense going 
again in this one as he typically 
does, putting the first MU points 
on the board early in the first 
quarter with a 36-yard touch-
down on just his second comple-
tion of the day to junior wide re-

ceiver Terrance Greene Jr.
The matchup tightened up 

from here for most of the first 
half as Charleston Southern re-
sponded with two field goals in 
the ensuing drives to shorten the 
margin to a lone point, 7-6. Right 
before half the Hawks capitalized 
on back-to-back completions to 
junior standout wide receiver 
Lonnie Moore IV to set up a 13-
yard touchdown pass to fifth year 
tight end Shawn Clark making 
the score 14-6. 

The first points of the second 
half came after the second lon-
gest run of the season for Guer-
riero who burst a 63-yarder just 
a week after his 65-yard break 
against Gardner-Webb. Fifth year 
running back Devell Jones con-
verted on the great field posses-
sion from four yards out for his 
sixth touchdown of the year to 
put Monmouth up 21-6. 

“We had some frustrations in 
the first half running the ball,” 
said Callahan. “We made a cou-
ple of adjustments at halftime on 
how we were blocking. I thought 
the offensive line did a really 
good job and we started getting 
some movement on them in the 
second half. Anytime you can 
get movement and give Pete a 
crease he’s going to break some 
big runs.”

The Hawks continued their 
lockdown defense in the second 
half as well not allowing a single 
point in the third quarter which 
gave the offense the opportu-
nity to pull away with the game. 

Women’s soccer secured 
their seventh straight Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) regular season title 
after defeating Rider with a 
4-0 shutout on Saturday af-
ternoon at Hesse Field on The 
Great Lawn. 

This win marks the longest 
streak of regular season titles 
in MAAC history. The team 
is currently in the midst of an 
impressive ten game winning 
streak, where they have out-
scored their opponents 34-2. 
In the all-time series against 
Rider, Monmouth leads 13-4-
3.

Saturday’s game was off to 
a thrilling start as junior de-
fender Sarina Jones scored 
her first career goal, the even-
tual game-winner in the ninth 
minute. This goal followed a 
notable 30-yard run from the 
defender. 

“Sarina was one of the top 
scorers in high school as a 
senior in the state of New Jer-
sey,” said Head Coach Krissy 
Turner. “She has an attacking 
presence. She gets forward 
really well out of the back. 
That’s her first collegiate goal 
and to come today to help us 
secure the regular season title 
is huge.”

The second goal of the game 
came just 15 minutes later from 
senior midfielder Lexie Palla-
dino. This goal is Palladino’s 
19th career goal, which helped 
her reach 50 career points. She 
has eight goals for the season 
with 17 points, ranking high-
est for the Lady Hawks. The 
goal was assisted by fifth year 

forward Madie Gibson.
Gibson also assisted the 

third goal of the game which 
came in at the five-minute 
mark of the second half. This 
goal came from sophomore 
forward Lauren Karabin. Af-
ter contributing the two as-

sists, Gibson has five for the 
season and 31 for her career. 
She has 95 points, which ties 
her for ninth in MAAC histo-
ry. She is also fifth in confer-
ence history for career assists. 

The Hawks put the finish-
ing touches on their 4-0 shut-

out with less than five minutes 
to go. Sophomore midfielder 
Jill Conklin, scored off a free 
kick by junior midfielder Me-
gan Leff ler that hit the cross-
bar. Leff ler picked up her first 
career assist, while Conklin 
earned her third goal of the 

year and seventh for her ca-
reer. 

Monmouth totaled 32 shots 
during the matchup, 10 being 
on goal. The powerful Hawk 
defense shut down the Broncs 
offense, not allowing them to 
get a single shot off. Senior 
goalkeeper Amanda Knaub 
earned her 11th shutout of the 
season and 41st of her career. 

“Working together, rely-
ing on each other, and having 
each other’s backs while being 
able to rely on the people be-
hind you whenever we make a 
mistake is the most important 
part,” said the defender Jones.

After this shutout, 
Monmouth has won 20 straight 
games overall against MAAC 
opponents with 12 of those 
games taking place at home. 

“We played a complete 
game today. It is terrific for 
the program to earn our sev-
enth straight regular season 
conference title,” said Turner. 
“We will continue to strive to 
improve so that we will be at 
peak performance at the most 
important part of the season.”

With one game remaining in 
the regular season, the Hawks 
will face Fairfield University 
at Hesse Field on The Great 
Lawn for Senior Night. The 
game is set for Wednesday, 
Oct. 30 at 7:00 p.m. 

After earning the regular 
season championship title, the 
Hawks look forward to hosting 
the MAAC Tournament once 
again. The first game of tour-
nament play will take place 
at Hesse Field on The Great 
Lawn on Thursday, Nov. 7 at 
5:00 p.m. The opponent of the 
game is yet to be determined 
and will be broadcasted on 
ESPN+. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Willis Glassgow
Junior running back Pete Guerriero broke his career-best in rushing yards with an astounding 
221 yards and a touchdown on his way to becoming Big South Offensive Player of the Week.

a win for the defense,” said Calla-
han. “In the second half we did a 
nice job of getting three and outs 
and giving the ball back to the of-
fense.”

Bahar and the Hawks’ offense 
cushioned their lead to 28-6 in 
the third quarter with the second 
touchdown of the day for the tight 
end Clark who had his first multi-
touchdown game of his career. 

Guerriero scored from 42 

PHOTO TAKEN by Karlee Sell
Junior defender Sarina Jones dominated a 30-yard run, to score her first career goal and the 
game winner in the ninth minute of play during Saturday’s matchup against Rider.

Freshman defensive back Davis 
Smith headlined this side of the 
ball, leading the blue and white 
in tackles with nine total while 
the senior linebacker Da’Quan 
Grimes finished with seven. The 
senior defensive back Tymere 
Berry also contributed six tack-
les including a forced fumble. 

“We tightened up when we got 
in the redzone and forced them to 
kick field goals and I take that as 

yards out in the fourth to com-
plete the Monmouth scoring be-
fore the Buccaneers scored their 
lone touchdown resulting in the 
35-13 final. 

The Hawks will now travel to 
the #5 ranked team in the coun-
try, Kennesaw State on Saturday 
where the winner will be in con-
trol of the Big South. The game 
will be streamed on ESPN+ at 
2:00 p.m. 

“Anytime you can get 
movement and give 

Pete a crease he’s 
going to break some 

big runs.”
KEVIN CALLAHAN

Head Coach



October 30, 2019 Sports The Outlook      15

Wednesday, Oct. 30
Women’s Soccer vs Fairfield
West Long Branch, NJ 7:00 p.m.

Men’s Soccer at Marist
Poughkeepsie, NY 7:00 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 1
Men’s Tennis vs TBA
Army Invite
West Point, NY TBA

Field Hockey at Vermont
Burlington, VT 3:00 p.m.

M/W Swim vs Mount St. Mary’s
West Long Branch, NJ 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 2
Men’s Tennis vs TBA
Army Invite
West Point, NY TBA

M/W Cross Country
MAAC Championship
Holmdel, NJ 11:00 a.m.

Football at Kennesaw State
Kennesaw, GA 2:00 p.m.

Men’s Soccer at Canisius
Buffalo, NY 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 3
Men’s Tennis vs TBA
Army Invite
West Point, NY TBA

Tuesday, Nov. 5
Men’s Basketball at Lehigh
Bethlehem, PA 7:00 p.m.

*conference games

Field Hockey to Host League Tournament
JACK MURPHY

STAFF WRITER

Field hockey won both of their 
games on the road this week 
against conference opponent 
UMass Lowell 3-1 on Friday and 
Holy Cross, 2-1 on Sunday to ex-
tend their winning streak to seven 
games.

The 21st ranked Hawks came 
out of the gate hot scoring two 
goals in the first quarter to get 
them out to an early 2-0 lead. 
Freshman forward Yasmin Pratt 
scored the first goal of the game 
in just the 4th minute assisted by 

Swimming Splits MAAC Opener
SOPHIA GALVEZ

STAFF WRITER

The Monmouth University 
men’s and women’s swimming 
teams opened up their Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) play against Fair-
field University this Saturday, 
Oct. 26 at Leslie C. Quick 
RecPlex Pool. The men’s team 
pulled through with a close 
154.5 – 133.5 victory, while 
the women’s team fell to Fair-
field 105 – 189.

The meet took place in a me-
ter pool, which is longer than 
the 25-yard pool Monmouth 
teams typically compete in 
during their season. 

For the men, sophomore Cal-

Freshman Tahlia Botha 
came in first in three races: 
the 100m breaststroke, 200m 
breaststroke, and 200m in-
dividual medley (IM). Botha 
now has four individual wins 
under her belt. 

Freshman Alexandra Ho 
touched the wall at 59.71 
in the 100m free, awarding 
her her first-collegiate win. 
Sophomore Camryn McHugh 
won the 100m backstroke in 
1:05.40 earning her third vic-
tory of the season. This was 
McHugh’s 27th individual win 
of her collegiate career. 

For the women’s 400m free 
relay, Mchugh, senior Bradie 
Keelen, and junior Louise 
Barker combined their talents 
in order to come in first place 
with a time of 4:10.91.

“Despite some tough early 
circumstances, including a 
disqualification on a false start 
of the winning medley relay 
and giving away a big chunk 
of points in diving, the team 
stayed focused throughout 
the meet,” said Head Coach 
Matt Nunnally. “It was good 
to see them show resilience 
considering the challenges. 
This type of performance will 
go a long way in building our 
confidence as we move toward 
our midseason and champion-
ship meets.”

Monmouth did not compete 
in the diving events, which 
gave Fairfield an opportunity 
to earn points toward their 
teams’ totals. 

The Hawks will be welcom-
ing Mount. St. Mary’s Univer-
sity to Steadman Natatorium 
this Friday, Nov. 1 at 4:00 
p.m. This will be Monmouth’s 
home-opening meet for the 
2019-20 season.

PHOTO COURTESY of Karlee Sell
Sophomore Callan Smith won three individual events including the 100 meter backstroke, the 200 
meter backstroke, and the 400 meter free stroke to give him 34 career victories. 

PHOTO COURTESY of Monmouth Athletics
Freshman forward Yasmin Pratt earned American East Rookie of the Week honors after scoring a 
pair of goals to defeat UMass Lowell on Friday. 

freshman midfielder Aylin Auf-
enacker. 

By the 9th minute, sophomore 
forward Annick van Lange scored 
for the second consecutive game, 
increasing her point total to 30 for 
the year. Assisting on the play was 
junior midfielder Ireen Frenken. 
After a scoreless second quarter 
Monmouth went into halftime 
with a 2-0 lead.

Entering the second half, 
UMass Lowell showed some life 
as they scored in the 38th minute 
cutting the lead in half.

In the final 15 minutes UMass 
Lowell put some pressure on the 

Hawks defense but Monmouth 
prevailed. They were able to get 
off three shots as well as earning 
a pair of attacking corners late in 
the fourth quarter. Pratt was able 
to find the back of the cage with 
time expiring to send the Hawks 
home with a win to help improve 
their impressive winning streak.

“I am so proud of the girls to be 
able to get to this point,” said Head 
Coach Carli Figlio. “The progres-
sion throughout the year and to be 
in this position is a result of hard 
work from every single person on 
this team. I am so honored to be 
their coach and so excited to be 

hosting the America East Cham-
pionship in our first year in the 
league.”

While the Hawks clinched the 
first seed in the conference, they 
will host the tournament at So 
Sweet a Cat field. With the win, 
they also claimed at least a share of 
the regular season title. This is the 
sixth consecutive regular season 
crown the program has achieved.

On Sunday, the Hawks went 
head to head against Holy Cross. 
Just like the previous game, 
Monmouth got off to a hot start. 
They scored their first goal in just 
the 2nd minute courtesy of the 
stick of senior midfielder Jose-
phine van der Hoop. Monmouth 
shortly followed up with another 
goal in just the 9th minute when 
Frenken scored her sixth goal of 
the season to give the Hawks a 2-0 
lead.

After a scoreless second and 
third quarter, Monmouth held onto 
their lead all the way until the be-
ginning of the fourth quarter. Holy 
Cross did not score their lone goal 
until the 60th minute and by then 
it was too little too late, the Hawks 
went home with the 2-1 victory.

The blue and white were strong 
in the game right from the start 
and dominated the stat sheet. They 
outshot Holy Cross 30-10 and had 
18 shots on goal while Holy Cross 
had a mere four. After Sunday’s 
victory, the Hawks finished non-
conference play with a record of 
8-4.

“It is nice to finish non-con-
ference play with a victory,” said 
Figlio. “Looking forward to re-
grouping and refocusing before 

UPCOMING
 GAMES

lan Smith really showed up. 
Smith won three individual 
events: the 100m backstroke, 
200m backstroke, and 400m 
free stroke. These three first-
place victories were Smith’s 
first of the 2019 season, and 
he now has 34 individual ca-
reer wins.

Junior Trevor Askew came 
out victorious in the 100m and 
200m breaststroke. This was 
Askew’s third and fourth first-
place accomplishments of this 
season, and he now has ten in 
his career.

Freshmen Blake Reynolds 
and Thomas From both won 
events. Reynolds won the 
50m free stroke with a time 
of 23.80 as well as the 100m 

f ly with a time of 57.26. These 
were his third and fourth wins 
of the season. From earned his 
first two career wins by com-
pleting the 100m free stroke in 
53.61 and the 200m free stroke 
in 1:59.45.

Reynolds, From, Smith and 
freshman Ben Yeung used a 
collaborative effort to come in 
first place for the men’s 400m 
free relay, finishing with a 
time of 3:34.68.

This victory for the men 
is their second-consecutive 
head-to-head win over the 
Fairfield University Stags.

As for the women’s team, 
although they were not vic-
torious, there were still some 
notable performances.

Weekly Recap
Wednesday, Oct. 23

Men’s Soccer vs Quinnipiac
Lost 2-3

Goals From Freshman Forward 
Ben Zakowski and Sophomore 

Defender Liam McGregor

Sunday, Oct. 27
Women’s Bowling Tournament 

Placed Second
Junior Camelia Coffman with a 

career high 238 and Senior Erin Mas-
tropietro had a career high 215

Monday, Oct. 28
Men’s Golf Metropolitan Inter-

collegiate Championship
Finished 13 out of 16 

Freshman Matt McCormick 
shot a 74 and Sophomore Brendan 

Smith shot a 76

Tuesday, Oct. 29
Women’s Golf

Won Wagner Intercollegiate

heading into the final game next 
week against Vermont.”

The Hawks won their seventh 
game in a row with their victory 
on Sunday, which marks the sec-
ond time they have accomplished 
this in the past three seasons.

Coming up next for the Hawks 
is an away matchup against 
conference opponent Vermont. 
Monmouth and Vermont face off 
on Friday at 3:00 p.m. for their 
final regular season game of the 
season. After this game, The 
American East Championship 
will begin at So Sweet A Cat Field 
the following week.



PHOTOS TAKEN by Karlee SellSEE STORY ON PAGE 14 

Women’s soccer won their seventh straight Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) Championship and tenth straight 

game led by fifth year forward Madie Gibson’s two assists.
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